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This is & strictly humenitarian and not a politi v

sole object of the compiler of these Tatiens wa?io‘iiii”;?e
appeal to the conscience of the civilized world on behalf of
the prisoners.
T}‘Ie lettgl’s included Jr this volume are exclusively from poli-
tical prisoners belonging to revolutionary parties, the soeial.
democrats, the right cialist-re utionists, the left socia-
1list-revolutionists, and the anarchists. The lives of the
authors of these letters have been devoted to the Revolution.
Many of them shared prison and exile with the present rulers
of Bussia before 1317.

The compiler emphatically desires that these original letters
from prison and exile should not be confused with the numerous
sensational books of impressions and of interpretation written
about Soviet Russis.

This compilation is documentary anc not impressionistic.Since
the days when George Kennan’s "Siberis and the Exile System"
eppeared, world public opinion has chenged considerably. In our
own deys everybody is believed and mobody is believed. The
issue of veracity seems to be the touchstone of present-aday
civilization.

To avoid the dangerous waters of veracity, the writer decided
to achieve his object by compiling & volume of information
rather than by writing a book which would be attacked as propa-
ganda.

The writer visited Soviet Russia 5 times in the years 1919-1924
25 correspondent for the American Press, and has consistently
fought against intervention, the blockade, the White Terror,
and for the recognition of the Soviet Governmment.

Upon leerning while in loscow last winter from lirs.Peter Kropot-
kin of the bloody tragedy on the Solovetz Islends and later of
the suicide of Sergei Merozov in prison,and finding himself
unable to transmit the mews abroad to the press because of the
censorship, the writer decided that a way must be found to
convey to the outside world the facts about the political pris
oners in Soviet Russia.This book is a realization of that dec-
ision.
Part One of the présent volume deals exclusively with the Solo-
vetz Islands, and particularly with the events of December 19,
1923. The prisoners’ camps on these arctic islands merit the
special attention of all humanity. ;
Part Two of this book consists of letters frem various prisons
and places of exile. No attempt has been made to arrenge them
chronologically. About one hundred more pages of similar letters
are being translated and transcribed, and will be added to this
part when completed.

The compiler has spent much time and labour in collecting end
translating these letters and in securing and providing the
illustrations.He will be amply rewarded when the revenue deri-
ved from the sales of this book, which is to be published in
English, French and German,isepp-lied for the relief of the
prisoners.

You are earnestly invited to devote s few hours to the study of
these letters, and to keep in mind that their nervous and im-
passioned tome is often due to the acute suffering endurec by
their authors.

If efter a study of these letters,you - whose word might save
this disappearing intelligentsia- should feel impelled to do
something, plesse write a few lines expressing your sentiments
for publication as a prefatory note to this book.

anuary , Berlin
Prinzregentenstr.o3

5 Iseac Don Levine.
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"Somewhere at the ené of the white world, on the
shores of the icebound sea, where eight months in the year
winter reizns, where for months the sun does not eppear, there
stands the God-protected Convent of Zosimo-Savvatievo."

Thus begins ome of the numercus accounts published by
the monks of the ancient Solovetz lionastery which has existed
for nearly five centuries - it was founded in 1422 - and was
turned in the summer of this yeer into a bolshevist penal labor

cclony, into a modernized soviet Sakhelin

The first political prisoners - enarchists - appeared

in Kholmogory®) in February, 1022. This group, transterred in

the spring of 1923, after a stay of one year in the camp, to

Pertominak® s later together with the rest to s;novn?),

hes elready run the whole gamut of all that the ’fﬁi‘“:_z&f‘??__

~offer. It was necessary to wage a struggle for tlu‘ng‘gt‘tleneng
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they were subjected to all the known pPunishments, such as
solitary confinement, beating, starving, throwing on the wire
orgenized firing by the militsry detachment at the builcing,
eto.etc. Tt will suffice to say that at the end of the yesn

the mejority of the Xholmogory inmates could boast, in sddition
to their past records, of hunger strikes totalling thirty to
thirty-tive deys, = third of which were "ary" stoikes.

The struggle of the Pertominsk inmates,- the first
political prisoners had been sent there in December, 1522, -
wes of shorter Guration. The "regime of Batchuilis' was broken
towards the end of Februsry. Locked cells; bare bunks; the
shutting of? of light, water, snd hest; rations of common crinm-
inals; the ban on open-air exercises; firing st windows; the
endless ringing of the alarm-bell, with the training of machine-
Zuns on the quanters of the political prisoners; the attacks
by Commendent Batchuilis, armed with a degzer, on individuel
prisoners; - 8ll of this was at that time " a closed page” of
history. Part of the old administration , including the eminent
Batchuilis, was removed. But it wes quite clear to every-body
thet another struggle was ahead, the struggle for the abolition
of the Pertominsk camp itself. This camp had an extremely

 insufsicient number of bnila‘!.ngs‘ﬁr. even for hulf \ihiﬁ"
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in the spring when it would be haré for the administration to
isolute us completely from the rest of the world. However, the
anargchists st the beginning of March commenced an independent
struggle for their transfer from Pertominsk, which the re-
maining members of our community, thought scmewhat premature.
On March 7, they sent telegrams to Archanzelsk &nd Moscow
demanding urgently to be transferred to Archangelsk. The
urgency was dictated by the approach of the season of impassable
roads, by the inability to secure medical treatment in Perto-
minsk for those seriously ill, eni by similar reasons.

By March 15, the time-limit fixed in the telegrems,
no answer having been received, the anarchists declared u
hunger strike. Three days later there arrived in the camp three
mcre enurchist prisoners, each of whom had just undergone in
Moscow a hunger- strike of fifteen days’ duration, ani they
immediately joined the strike here. In a week the hunger began

to show results. Already on the sixth and seventh dsys several

paople were in a semi-conscious state. The guestion arose as

to svifter and more effective methods ax cembnt. on llpeh 25,

nbunt 11 o’clock in the mopning the so\md of smashed ;gl.us lns
e

&
7 x-m, the un-m beus bugm to ring. !'h- elick!ns or :\uz :
< in W et
S rniud by th. acldhrs ud g\nvd.s surroundin the
rd Hhe donng appearedy At nlg 4??
ru«hta our ears. The mnhho—gun nen-cing t
Frgecnishs ver Leppdd o the hospital. SHY
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altogether absent,- he was hunting st this critical time. The
ecting commencent, the rizht hand of Batchuilis, Michelsen,

who had won distinction in the Crimean executions &nd who in
spite of having been sentenced to capital punishment in some
manner emerged in the capacity of the unofficial master of the
destinies of the cump, broke open the door of the burning cell.
The fire leaped into the corricdor und began to attack the cells
on the opposite side. The committee of olders issued un order

to the prisoners to leave the burning building. The corriiors
were already so full of smoke that it was almost @mpossible

to muke one’s way through them. Half an hour later there would
have been nothing left of the building which was old. wooden

and very @ry. It is hardly necessusy to describe the psychologic-
gl condition of the political prisoners who had to assume the
functions of officials an@ prevent their fellow prisoners from
carcyinz to the probably horrible end the struggle they had
initiated, but who could not look on with indifference at the
burninz of their imprisonec comrsdes. And when one of one 5

cleers’) ordered the fire put cut, somehow everybody without

argument formed instuntane—ously
‘wall, while some rushed to the ‘building with buc sﬁ_‘ 'i_
g  The anarchists who remained in the celle ﬂ*m&

as the end wwumﬁ@smm nmm«
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hunger-strike was being continued > thet some of the strin

ers

were in a rather grave condition. This state of affaiss lested
for several more duys.

From Archengelsk some kind of & commission, composed
of the associste chief of the Gepertment of the morthern ocemps,
Hogtev, of the procurator of the province and representatives

of the Soviet, deigned to pay us a visit. The arrival of the

commission contribut nothing new. The tension grew constantly.
For hours people clung to the windows, trying to gather from
the different indirect signs of the canp-1life something ebout
the character of the events which in their cpinion might be
occuring in the hospital. Finally, on the Z0th, the sixteenth
day of the hunger-strike, there srrived from Moscow & commission
consisting of a representutive of the "G.P.U." ) ana s repres-
entative of the procuratorship, Kondurushkin, who modestly
presented himself as "the Procurator of the Republic." In the
morfing of the 3lst several zuards and soldiers sppeered at

the bunk of each hunger-striker. All of them were bound and
some were earried off for artificial feeding. Seventeen duys
of hunger exhuusted the anerchists physicelly to such a degree
s to such

&né the experiences of those days struined their me
‘a stete of fatigue that the hunger-strike was sutometically
 suspendea. Thus the strike enced in fullure. These could
: oz spolishing ‘the Perteninsk cemp in the mﬂ wém




nor letters addressed to the camp arrived, getting stuck some-

where in the office of the "G

.y
April, Nay end the first hal? of June passed in
comperative pesce. It is true, there wece individusl conflicts,
as on May 1, bectuse of a flag displayed from the window &s
part of the strugsle for permission to keep the windows open,
but nevertheloss they disturbec little the general mode of life
There csme a Crift of warm weather. The last snow fell on May
31, Navigation opened, new parties of prisoners began to arrive
The number of political prisoners was doubled in a very short
time. We were extremely crowded. The sdditional buildings put
at the disposal of the prisoners dié not help much. The
adninistration bejen to speak of the fortheoming transfer of
the crininals to the Solovki und of the trsnsformstion of
Pertoninsk intc a camp for poiiticals exclusively. About the

midéle of June the transfer of the commen criminals to the

Solovki actuully began. The administration made an effort
incidentully to remove as common criminals a number of comrades
of the socialist community who were classified offieislly as
non-partisun. But no one attributed any serious import to the
rumors we heard concerning the transfer of the politicel
prisoners to the Solovki. About this time Pertominsk had
alresdy scquired a notorious reputstion everywhere, anc it
Seemed that it could not be surpassed.

On June 23 the bells again began to sound alarm-
ingly, the muzzle- stoppers clicked once more, again the machine-
guns stured in our fuces. The alarm, it soon appeared, was
czused by the discovery of & forced opening from the building
in the vacant basement and of footprints in the direction of
the bay. It was found that two anarchists, Vladimir Krassovsky




and Tatlana Romanove, had esceped the previous night. Part of
the community learned of the diseppesrance only early in the
morning. The most superficial investigation of the eircumstances
of the escape and of a number of preceding incidents ( a couple
of days before the event, the administration had removed the
two outside sentinels posted in the most i mportant place, at
the wall fucing the bay), left no doubt us to the role of the
administration in the "escape". It was further established
that the "fugitives" were releused by Commandant Leginov him-
self. It was ulso esteblisheé that Krassovsky sand Romenova
were in the eiploy of the "C.P.U." (Luter, at Solovki, the
séministration did not even deny these fucts.) Some people
considered the "escape" as & preliminary military &iversion,
intended to muke it easier for the administration to accomplish
the trunsfer of the politicel prisoners to Solovki.

On June 29, Noztov azain uppeared on the horizen.
The conrittee of elders was oslled before him, end he An)\enndnd
thaet Pertominsk would be abolished, that uccording to orders

‘from toscow zll the yolitiuai prisoners would be sent by &

‘steamer which due that night to Solovki, where the best

» is
cISl!tw- had been set aside for them and where & m‘d .
‘enjoy a rezime of zreater freedorn. 1r the pz-inmﬁ”’%&oﬁ)&w

voluntarily to leka‘v"o,u he ﬁo‘u“.ﬁ“v}ﬁn:& %‘Binr W‘“




SR

for various reasons to leave without resistance. The consent of
the community to the transfer to the Solovki was communicated
to Nogtev.

The following day we hurriedly collected our
belongings, embarked on the steamer and aftar a trip of about
16 or 17 hours across a rarely calm ses, One hundred and fifty
Pertominsk political prisoners on July 1 Beaved to the "sacred"
shores of the green Solovetz Island, at the landing-place of
which are numerous picturesquely scattered monastic churches
and buldings. Part of these, including the cathedrals and some
other structures, had but very recently been devastated by
fire.

Upon landing on the Solovetz soil we all felt that
we were entering a new and strange phase of 1ife. From conver-
sations with common criminals we learned of the shocking regime
which the administration is applying to them. There is no
limit to their hours of servitude. They receive a weal starvation
ration, being fed largely with stinking codfish. Beating is
practiced at every step upon the slightest pretext. Every
keeper, barrack-warden, every petty official supervising the
penal labor hus the "right to the stick", i.e., the right to
beat. The high officials do not oven need such a right. They
can beat whenever they like and with anything they please.
For any insignificant offense punishments are employed hardly
known even to the representatives of the exotic countries
belonging to the Communist Intermational: scores of criminals
are stripped nude and put for a period of four to six hours,
towards evening, when the mosquitoes are especially numerous,
"under the moswitpes". Alongside, a special sentinel is placed
whose duty it is to "observe" that the victims should not in

one way or another drive the mosquitoes away. At the same time




other "eivilized" punishments were resurrected: the stome "bags"
which have existed here almost since the days of Ivan the
Terrible. The criminals are put for a week and sometimes for
two weeks into the "bags' - narrow and deep pits in the stone
walls, altogether without light, into which a man can be put
only "at an angle".
After spending seversl hours at the landing-place, our baggage
was piled on carts and towards evening, (which is a relative
term, as this happened during the period o2 the white nights,)
we found ourselves at Savvatievo, situated at a distance of
twelve versts from the station.

After the many harrowing experiences of prison life
in Kholmogory and Pertominsk, upon our arrival at Savvatievo,
our new place, we were all filled with the seme wish: to utilize
the short northern summer for recuperation; to gather strength
for the coming hard winter of complete isolation during seven
months from the outside world; to accumulate self-restraint
in order to bear all the herdships, all the prison tragedies
which, it seems to us, may occur when we are left here during
the winter all alone with the local little czars, composed of
white guards, tohekists') with crininal records, and various
crininal and bandit elements form nine-tenths of the local
administration and the so-called staff of keepers, and who
are all corrfjuted with the feeling that they are responsible
to ne one.

Among the very numerous officials of the central
department of the camps, which is located here at Solovki,and
of the individual camps and cloisters, there are not more than

1) Agents of the Tcheke, the old mume of the "G.P.U."
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half o dozen "free'men; all the others are exclusively prisoners
of the aforementioned categories. Many of the middle and lower
officials who had but recently received sentences of capital
punishnent which were commuted to ten years in prison, found
themselves at the Solovki and here immedistely became "person-
ages". But even the "free" high officials are essentially not
very much different from the others: they are tchekists and
of course all communists, who had sinned in one way or another
and whom the Communist Party or their respective departments
disciplined by sending them to Solovki for correction and
improvement. It is obvious that one could not make & successful
career in dealing with the common criminals, of whom there are
four thousanc here. There remain the politicals, on whose
heads it is possible to earn redemption for one’s sins. (The
local official term "criminals" signifies all categories of
prisoners, except socialists and anarchists, such as common
criminals, condemned tchekists, speculators, peasents, etc.
The prison in which they are kept is known at the "Kremlin")
Ve all arrived here, as I indicated ubove, under the
acute need and desire of recuperating, even for a short while,
one’s body and soul. The summer weather, the lake, the evergrecn
woods surrounding the cloister seemed to create the necessary
atmosphere. Before his departure from Pertominsk, Nogtev
assured the committee of elders that we would have at our
disposal the lake and part of the woods, and a sufficiently
comfortable and spacious building. According to him, the
Savvatievo cloister could freely accomodate three hundred
persons. In peality it was quite different. The building
assigned to us, even according to the standards fixed by the

administration, (some kind of a commission exemined the housc
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before our arrival and set these standards), had room for
about 100 or 110 pecple. It turned out to be as bad with the
lake and woods. A tiny section of the lake-front was feneed

off for us and the first attempt, the day following our arrival,
to cross the little bridge into the woods ended with direct
shots at one of the political prisoners. Only the tremerdous
selfcontrol of the comrade who was the target, the left
socialist-revolutionist Groshev, and of another comrade who
cried to the sentinel: "Aim at the feet!" averted a bloody
event on the second day of our stay at Solovki. At night the
edministration removed the little bridge which entered into

the history of the cloister as "Groshev’s bridge fortification".
As to the woods, they were real woods, but beyond our
reach. A part of the court, in area about one and a half

desiatins, with a score of birches, was assign d to us, as well
ers dvere. 5till

as un additional bit of the lake.

The very first day we had to fight already for tha

the twenty-four houx-s of f.he any within th- nnnﬂ
¢, The nunber of o

tiny domu:m. Wa hna been prozmind 1t ut Pertomins
t doubled durdsg theds)

Att.r aevanl aayn o! barguin:l.ng wit! Nm'v‘

m»mconodn.tionl uothu- voodhn l
Adngs we ot n fc : o
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But this peaceful "idyllic" life 4id not last long.
As in the first period at Pertominsk, there began a "blockade"
of our incoming and outgoing mail. No move was made in the
direction of solving & number of housekeeping problems which
arose because of our new quarters. Every visit of Nogtev to
the cloister ended with some spiteful ruling. Itseepeqas if
Nogtev was trying to incite our community to such a state of
exasperation thut scme incident would arise of itself which
would afford him the opportunity of "taming" the prisoners.
In the hospital st the Kremlin, some twelve versts from us,
a regime of such petty cruel mockeries was introduced thet even
those patients who were seriously ill were compelled to return
in a day or two to the cloister.

New batches of prisoners began to arrive. The first
small groups were somehow accomodated. But there were still
some months of navigation shead of us and at the';x-lh at which
the "G.P.U." was working, we .xpeated such an 1nf1ux of g'uuts
that we could not possibly make room roz- them. An onr untici-
pations were however surpassed. a‘ho numhn- ot poln‘inl px-l
omers at Solovki was almost aoubu ansm e ?m‘f:r.nu i

# he e, %4
N‘ogtev was informed :hut untu th- uﬁ.ﬁ o gfl‘ nal
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A couple of weeks later Nogtev invitea the Kremlin inmates

to move to the newly organized Muksolm cloister, about 22
versts from Savvatievo. The tactics of Nogtev, calculated to
isolate the Kremlin and Savvatievo prisoners fmom each other
surcharged the atmosphere more and more every day in both
cemps. The Savvatievo community was reging, the Kremlin group
vas foaming. lore than once it ceme close to the outbreak of
& hunger-strike of 200 persons. The nerves and passions were
strained to the bursting-point. Nogtev not only refused the
sole demand raised by the Kremlin prisoners, who agreed to go
to Miksoln, for permission to hold periodical meetings of the
elders to settle common economical matters, to distribute the
parcels arriving from the meinland ,to exchange books, etc.
but refused even permission for one such meeting at which a
solution could be outlined for some of the questions which
are of enormous importance to the prisoners because of the
complete isolation of Solovki from the rest of the world.

On August 22, Nogtev declared to the committee of
elders of the Kremlin prisoners that if they should not move
voluntarily to Muksolm, they would be transferred by force,
end once there they might declare "a little hunger-strike".
It was to the same group that Nogtev had offered to supply
" a little rope" when they went on a hunger-strike at the
Archangelsk Preliminary Prison. The same night the Kremlin
Prisoners were bound and in that condition transferred to the
Muksolm cloister. The procedure did not of course come off
without slapping, blows, blue marks, etc. And in the morning
Nogtev left ror Moscow.

About two weeks later a special commission of the

"G.P.U.M, hepded by Feldman, arrived from Moscow. The commiss-
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ion eame for the ostensible purpose of removing all the ugly
conditions and of directing the life of the political prisoners
into more calm channels. A joint meeting of the committees

of elders of the two cloisters was arranged and nearly all

the questions raised by them Were settled in a positive menner,
(Only the first question - about the abolition of the camp

at Solovki and the transfer of the prison-ers to the mainland-
was negatived.) The blockade of the mail was lifted, altkough
it had already been weakened beforehand. Relatives began

to arrive and according to the new "charta", they were
permitted to stay with us, where-as before they were allowed,
after a long and arduocus trip, but three meetings of two
hours each, in the presence of the officials. We breathed a
little casier. The thought of the inevitable winter was shoved
into the background, although it was still causing anxiety

as before. Thus things drifted until the middle of October,
when & new commission headed by Bokyi arrived. But this was
already & commission for altogether different purposes, a
comnission for "the interpretation of the reforms.” Together
with Bokyi came Nogtev too.

Bokyi himself "interpreted" nothing, he only mod-
estly declared that Feldman did not take everything "into
account” and therefore it was now impossible to carry out all
his promises. It appeared that in spite of "the assistance
)

of Comrade Semushko",l not e single physician would agree

to come "voluntarily" to Slovki. It appeared that the

1) Semashko - Commissisr of Health in the Soviet Government.
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question of the seriously ill, regarding whose transfer
application had been made in March and in July, has not even
been discussed yet in the "G.P.U." The advisability of the

new system of the visits of relatives was also raised again.

But the most important of the "interpretations' was the

arrival of Nogtey. The committee of alders, after Bokyi
declared that Nogtev was present in his cepacity of Chief of
the Department of Concentration Camps, pointed out that leaving
us in the hands of Nogtev for the winter inspires us with
the former sense of alarm, that we again and again insist on
our transfer to some point on the mainland, and that we
beforehand put all responsibility on the leading organs of
the Soviet Government for anything that might happen here.
Bokyi celmed the committee of elders, stating that he had
brought with him & whole staff of orderly and courteous
officials. At this we parted, after solving a number of minor
questions. Some "interpretations' were apparently made by
the new commission as to the findings of the previous
commission. (There were endless rumors in the camp about
embezzlements and dark deeds connected with the confiscation
of church vilusbles. Nogtev had executed in August two monks,
and this was the cause of the rumors.)

Again one began to hear talk of the stone "bags”,
@nd of similar things. But nevertheless the "policy of
courtesy" remained externally in force. With the tacit consent
from above, Eichmans, the recently appointed associate of
Nogtev, came to conduct various negotiations, since Nogtev
is virtually boycotted by us, and he tried to maintain the
poliey of peace introduced in September by Feldman.

Just at the time when Bokyi’s commission was here,
% painful event occurred in the biuksolm cloister; the youth

Sl‘.ndomlx-, u loft socialist-revolutionist, committed suicide,
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Bokyi prohibited any intercourse between the cloisters
intended to ascertain the details of the suicide. There
followed an order forbidding the comnunity as a whole from
participating in the funeral and burying him on the grounds
ot the cump, near the fence. Only thanks to the efforts of
the commandant of the cloister who realized the state of mind
of the political prisoners was it possible to avert a disaster
in Muksdm. The refusal to give the Savvaticvo prisomers an
oportunity to learn what was going on in Kuksolm again
inflamed our community to the highest degree. (The momory of
Aronoviteh’s suicide was still fresh in every mind.) Nogtev
left for Kem, to accompany Bokyi. A short telephongram sent
by Eichmans concerning the Muksolm tragedy somewhat relieved
the tension and averted a hunger-strike which was schedulod
to commence that day.

Now our life is onee more following a peaceful course.
Winter is here. We expect ony day bhe closing of navigation.
During the next six or seven months we will be completely
severed from the outside world. These are possibly the last
lines you will have from us until next June. We must arm
ourselves with courage and self-control. We are all study-
ing hard snd have inaugurated u series of lectures and telks
on diverse topics, and ave preparing another series for a
later period. But we do not know whether we shall be permitted
of Eichmens, who

to continue our studies in peace. The "war"

had gone to Moscow with an ultimatum, "either I or Nogtev",

ended with Nogtov’s remsining. (In Pertominsk, Nogtev boasted
ineidentelly, that he had himself signed a death sentence
for his own brother! He is gencrally an absolutely abnormel

person, ¢ maniac, which does not prevent him from being the

Yezar and god" over 5000 prisoners.)
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At the same time it became known that the "G.P.U."
in Moscow in again dissotisfied with the "liberal policy"
introduced at Sclov.ki. Only part of the sick ones, Egorov,
Helfgott, Arkabina and Trofimova, were taken away from herc,
the epplications of the rest were refused, although the womgn-
physician that was recently sent here, the communist Feldman,
drew up a list of comrades, altogether about ten names, that
should be removed from Solovki.

Altogether we have a sufficient percentage of sick
persons. Our own physicians recently examined the entire
Savvatievo community. Fifty-two percent of the prisoners are
41l. Especially numerous are the lung ailments, 14 percent,
including 11 percent of tubercular cases. Thp rest are suffer-
ing with disesses of the intestinal organs, ncrves, gulu-in,

_ete. The winter here will be indu_z-:loul; f’n?v’ﬁ:”»’;—'e‘?
Enough for the present. We bid you farewell.
We want to be cheerful. To you, whose "freedon" differs so
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To the Central Executive Comnittee

of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics:

On December 19, at 5.30 in the evening, for refusing

o obey the sudden order to stop walking in the open air,

the peacefully promenading politival prisoners of the

Savvatievo Concentration Cemp were fired upon repeatedly

from three sides.

KEi1lled: The socislists Natalia Bauer, Elizabeth Kotova,
George Katchorovsky, Gavril Bil.ima, Neyer,
Gorelik.

Wounde d:The socialists George Shik, Vsevolod Popov,
and the anarchist Leonid Lebedev.

Holding the "G.P.U.", in the person of its central
organs or its local agents, guilty of the committed crime,
we demand the urgent appointment of a special commission,
without representation in it of the "G .P.U.", and with the
participation of the "Relief for Political Prisoners“z’,tor

the purpose of investigating the occurrence.

(Signed) COMEITTEE OF ELDERS
OF THE SAVVATIEVO
December 19, 1923. CONCENTRATION CAMP
1) This is the text of the official message telegraphed by the
committee representing the political prisoners of the Solovetz
Islands to the Soviet Covernment immediately after the
shooting on the fateful December 19. This document,as well
as the following five official letters, appeared on November
10,1924, in No.21 of the "Socialist Vestnik",the central
orgen of the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party,and in
the November issue of "Revolutionary Russia",the central
organ of the Party of Socialists-Revolutionists.
Other documents pertaining to the tragedy of December
19 will be found in the Appendix to Part One of the book.

of a semi-legal Red Cross for

a in
political prisoners directed by Peshkova, formerly Mrs.Max
Gorkifc;hepgoegsg Government does not recognize this organi-
zation, since officially there are no political prisoners

in Soviet Russia.

2) This organization is a kind



LETTER THREE.

To the Commission of Imquiry into ghe Events of December 1

Appointed by the Department of the Northern

Camps of the "G.P.U."L)

In reply to your proposal that we furnish evidence
regarding the shooting of our comrades, the political prisoners
which took place at Savvatievo on December 19, the anerchist
community declares the following

At this time we have not the least desire to enter into
deliberations and clarifications of such formalities as may
be of interest to the commission of inguiry appointed by the
Department of the Northern camps. Just now we are absolutely
indifferent to questions seeking to establish the identity of
the soldiers or keepers who did the shooting, the exact
points from which the firing came, the nature of the guns and
the wize of cartridges employed in shooting at us. All these
mattersare to us small details not deserving our attention.

And let not the commission of inquiry think that it will
Succeed in laying the guilt for the nightmere of yesterday’s
murder of our comrades on the heads of a few petty irresponsiblc

minions, who supposedly disobeyed orders from above.

of a declaration, was written the

1) Thi; the form
| e & when the desd Were still

day following the shootini
unburied.
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No, we know the real value of that comedy "of unbiased
investigation" which the commission of inquiry is now staging.
Ihe all-powerful czar and god of the Solovets satrapy, the

worthy offspring of the tchekist ranks, the chief of the

department, Nogtev, has timeand again threatened us with
bloody punishment, especially after his return from Moscow
where he received the blessings of his superiors at the
Lubienka. )

Shortly before the shooting yesterday Nogtev deigned
to call at Savvatievo, and the red army detachment was properly
trained for the event. Any wonder that the nefarious act of
firing whole volleys into people peacefully promenading in
the yard, was carried out in an orderly, planned, end well
organized manner?

The scoundrel commanding the military detachment, who
refused to give his name, issued orders in a terse voice:
"Straight at the targets!" And from all sides there came a
shower of loaded cartridges, sharply and at close range aimed
at us - the living targets.

When o momentary calm arrived, after hundreds of
bullets had been fired at us, and we realized that there were
wounded among us, we all turned towards the red building,
carrying our wounded, but we failed to reach the building
when & second order rang out: "Streight at the targets! Fire!"
Again wholesale shooting, and one after another our comrades,
mowed down, fell tothe ground.

Yes, we were bold enough to insist on preserving the

right, which we had won through a long struggle, to promenade

1) The seut of the headquarters in Moscow of the "G.P.U."
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unhindered witt

n the enclosure surrounded on all sides by

b,

bed wire. Weyere bold enough to opposel’ the attempt to
encroach upon this right of ours, and for this we were treated
to a bloodbath. Of the eight who were struck, five were shot
to death,- five fresh sacrifices to the insatiable appetite
©of the bloodthirsty beast whose name is Power and who reigns
on the throne of Russia shamming to represent the workers and
peasants.
to

The real murderers are not’be found neither in the
berracks end the commendant’s officesof the Savvaticvo camp,
nor in the midst of the soldiers and the tchekist keepers from
emong the criminal prisoners who did the shooting. No, these
ere only contemptible, stupid executioners. The recl murderore
are, first, the henchman Nogtev himself; next bis superior,
Andreeva; and finally the persons at the Lubianka and the Kremli
guiding the whole punitive policy of the Russian Communist
Perty.

As ve stend, with gnashing teeth, over the lifeless
bodies of our comrades, we fully realise what we may expect
in the future. The murderers have especially arranged the
slaughter at a time when we are deprived of any comnmunieation
with the outside world and shull be entirely out off in the
course of the next € or 7 months.

0f this, however, we ere firmly confident even if you
It matters

pernit no one of us to come out alive from here:

not,~ the horrors which are being perpetrated by you upon

e it is needless to add, was entirely
L Pzt' 32”23.2133““.5 itself exclusively in » suprome

norel defiance of brutal force.
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your defenceless captives, the socialist and amarchist
prisoners, will sooner or later become the common knowledge
of the workingmen in Russia and ebroad, and then no comedy
of a trial of the petty miniens who executed your will, shall
avail you. Then the very highest herces and inspirers of

yesterday’s slaughter shall not avoid punishment.

On Behelf of the Anarchist
Community
(Signature)

December 20, 1923.




Aloxendra  Izmeiloviten

Irina ¥achovekaye

WARIA BPIRIDONOVA; See page 154,
ALEXANDRA  IZMAILOVITOH; See page 172,

IRENA KAGHOVSKAYA;  Grand-dsughtor of Dosembrist Kashoveky
Exoouted in 1975, Loft Socialiot-Revobutionist,
Ooadennad in 1908 % 15 years' Ponal Servitude,
In exile sinee 1922,

LIA QOTTMAN, Anarehist, now on Solovetz Islends,
Arrestad vhile on Relief Mission to
Northern Goneentration Camps,

EKATSRINA BULATOVA;  Loft Soolalist-Revolutionist,
Oomsitted Suieide in Prison, May 18,1924,
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LETTER FOUR.

To the Commission of Inquiry into the Tvents of December 19,1923,

In reply to the proposal mads by the assistant
chief of the department of the northern concentration camps
thut we furnish the coumission appointed by this depsrtment
evidence regording the shooting which took place on December
19, we declure the following:

We are of the opinion that & real inquiry into
this case can be conducted only by persons who are in no way -

connected either with the direct or vith the xndlnect 1n1‘15- L

tors of the shooting. The p of the
comnission nnqueutionubly fails to aaus:y tnu uanditianctnr

which reason we refuse to a.as:l.st 1n the inveutigution vhtahm« e
49 Iater
it will conduct ud are raaorung ﬁq th mml declaration.
sant . the ipe Gnite! ST
e on Demmbeb 16 1925 the pssistant cni,
Conzuniing NORSNINEEy TA.B v)m
Mmps, ir.Fich “tizh‘t Sa
joi8 Lk uine the sldne SE (NG
moi p;z‘unu conversations
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In reply to this announcement, the committeeof

elders deolared that regulating the promensding hours wes
unaccepteble to the political prisoners, since it was the

first step in the introduction of o prison regime. After the

conversation with Eichmans the political prisoners of the
Suvvatievo camp continued to bromcnede at diverse hours, in
the daytime as well ss late in the cvening. On December 19,
st the beginning of the sixth hour in the afternoon, the
keeper then on duty at the cemp came into the room of the

elder of the socisalist-revolutionist group, Ivanitzky, and

brought him an order, or more correctly a copy of an orden

to sign, bearine no signature except that of the clerk.

The elder Ivanitzky, after acquainting himself with
the contents of the order, from the text of whch it was
difficult to establish who had issued it, declared to the
keeper on duty that one of the clders would go to the
commsndant to examine the question both of the nature of the
order and of its author, but in the meantime, for the
reasons stated above, the elder Ivanitzky refused to attach
his signature to it. Two or three minutes later the keeper
on duty ceme back, carrying the same ox'dex'l which however was
now signed by Commandant Rosenthal. In Ivanitzky’s room there
were ot the time the clder of the social- democratic group,
Bogdenov, and the politicul prisomer Muchin. Both clders
signed the order, again pointing out to the keceper on duty thot]
the eldcr Bogdanov would go to the commandsnt to discuss the
order, ¥

As regards the crder itself, it deult with, first,
the regulation of the electric light and, second, the question

1) The text of the order is reproduced in the Appendix to
Purt
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of promenading, in the same manner as Eichmans trected it, in
his last conversation. Also, there was further reference to
the effect that the order, deted December 19, must be
gnnounced at the roll-cull, therefore, at 8 the scme evening,
to inforn the political prisoners of it and to settle with
them the questions of promenading end of the electric light.
Thus it is obvious from the text of the order
itself, thet the prohibition to promenade after 6 in the
evening could not refer to December 19, for according to the
meening of the order it should huve been announced at roll-
call, i.c. at 8 o’clock. Several minutes after the depsrture
of the kecper on duty, single shots were heard. The slder
Ivanitzky went out into the court; jJust then the shooting
stopped and soon & chain of soldiers started from the gates

of the building occupied by the anarchists and spread out

along the fance. The elder Ivanitzky uttsmpted to get through

to the commandant, but those who ltooﬂ .t the doon had!.ng

e 3 m vith th words
.\"'& t:.ha comnandant’s Madqnannx‘iaz hn ﬂ Mnu{p“ AL SiRCEds)

5 oe
u worning to the koa on dnt at éle ot
"”‘2; 3 th-?hr‘uhkown Yond "'ﬁ. i o
1‘ -ou.uu couunilv would come to ihﬁ comn;

g 3 o

e
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About two hours before the shooting, the commandent, conversing
with the elders Ivanitzky and Broverman, said that he now haa
e spare man whom he commissioned, as he expressed it, "o
gong the time." Nevertheless, in spite of the availability
of this spare man, the belfry remsined silent both at five
and at six o’clock. The shooting proper commenced before six
o’clock, which fact we ascertained from the testimony of those
comrades who carried watches. We have no other wey of knowing
the time, as the clock at the commandant’s headquarters is
either an hour slow or an hour fast, which is the reason why
the elders would usually arrenge with the comrandant, whenever
a definite schedule was set, that the agreed hour would be
struck from the belfry.

The general outline of the shooting proper of

December 19, presents itself as follows: The first shots were

fired at the group of political prisoners promenadinz alongside
the stone building, on its northern side. These shots came
Irom the watch-tower nearest to the entrance to the camp .
There werc six or eight shots. Soon afterwards & chain of
soldiers was formed along the hedge between the gates leading
to the building occupied by the anarchists and the gates
leading to the Issakovo road. The main body of promenading
political prisoners was at this moment on a line running from
the chapel down, and also on tle adjacent paths among the
tress. Nowhere, however, dia the political prisoners approach
the chain or soldiers closely. After some lapse of time the
voice of the commanding officer of the squad was heard:
"Political prisoners. Go to your quarters!" Two minutes later
the warning wes repeated, and then it was repeated for the

third time; however, not one of the warnings was accompanied
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by a threat to employ arms. During the intervals between the
warnings, several political prisoners who were nearer than

the others to the chain of soldiers, which by that time haad

spread out even along the bake, hesrd some persons instructing
the soldiers with the following phrases: "Hit them between the
eyes!" Don’t allow yourselves to bebeaton! "If they should
attack, use the bayonets!" "Don’t stand on ceremonies, 1it’s
time to begin!" After the third warning, about two minutes
later, the order was heard: "Straight at the targets! Firel"
which was followed by & volley and then scattered firing. The
first shots killed the socialists Meyer Gorelik and Bilima-
Pasternak and wounded the socialist Shik and the anarchist
Lebodev. The shots were fired when the majority of the
political prisoners was retreating from the chain of soldiers,
which is the reason why most of the wounds were in the backs
of the victims. Daring the firing many lay down in the snow.
The shooting, however, continued at those lying down.

When the firing stopped, voices were heard from
several cirections: "There are wounded!" The voices were
sufficiently numerous and loud so that they could not but
be heard by the meh who were shooting as well as by those who
were in charge of it. Simultaneously the politicel prisoners
begen to pick up the comrades who were hit, and to carvy them
into the builcing. In spite of all this a new order was heard:
"Loud for a second round!" and then came the order:"Straight
at the tapzets! Fire!" There followed a second volley, after
which some scattered firing, so that the men who carried the
wounded were forced to put them down on the ground and to lie
down themselves. These shots killed the socialists Katchorovsky,
Kotova, Bauer, and wounded the socielist Veevoled Popov.

Katclorovsky was hit by five bullets. The firing covered the



entire square on which the political prisoners were found and
although most of the victims were in the main alley, there
were &lso killed and wounded in other places, particularly
near the chapel which is situated a few feet away from the
building. There are bullet marks near the doors of the building
itself. The firing was conducted from three sides: from the
gates to the building occupied by the anarchists, from the
gates to the Issakovo road, and from the ico-bound lake. Some
shots were taken at the building proper. Thus, one of the
bullets fired from the watch-tower nearest to the bath-house
lodged in the kitchen; in addition, there are bullet marks on
the building at other places, and most of these marks are at
& level below a man’s height. After the second round of shots
there followed a third round, aimed at the prisoners returning
to the building.

All of the foregoing convinces us that we have here
a cese not only of preparation for the shooting, but of a
desire to bring about that end. That explains the extraordinary]|
haste in carrying out the order to limit the promenading hours,
which was utterly unexpected to the political prisoners. That
is the reason why the committee of olders was deprived of
the opportunity of averting in one way or another the event.
That is the reason why the shooting commenced before six
©’clock in the evening. And it was for that very reason that
the wdninistration itself tock no measures at all to avoid
the bloody outrage, without even trying to achieve its goal by

other meens, And, finally, it was for that very reason that

the entire operation was executed with exeeptional cruelty



shown by the facts that several of our comrades were killed
by the first shots, that the shooting was conducted from three
sides, that shots were fired at the backs of retresting people,
et persons lying on the ground, at the wounded, snd at those

who were carrying them.
(Signatures)

December 20, 1923t




LETTER FIVE.

To the Assistant Chief of the Department of the Northern Camps,
Mr,Eichmans, to be submitted to the Central Executive Committee

of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republies:

In reply to your proposal that we send representatives
for the purpose of furnishing evidence to the Commission of

Inquiry of the Central Executive Committee of the Union

regarding the shooting of socislists end anerchists which
took place at the Savvatievo cloister on December 19, 1923,
we the imprisoned socialists, declare:
The appointment of a bureaucratic commission from
among representatives of the Central Ezecutive Committee of
the Union, of the Central Control Commission of the Russian
Communist Party, end of the Commissariat of Justice does in no
way guerentee to any degree an impartial investigation of the
events of December 19. The work of the Commission itself will
be carried on in conditions of secrecy and of a complete absenc
of publicity. This Commission is composed exclusively of
representatives of theruling party thet is entirely responsible
for the unexampled regime of terror which is systematically
being p.ppetrated by the Govermment throughout the country and
1) The Russien text of this lobter bears the title,"Reply of
the Socialist Comuunity of the Savvatievo Cemp to the
Commission of the Centrsl FExecutive Committee of the Union

of Socialist Soviet Republics." For the sake of brevity

the form,"Central Txecutive Committee of the Union" is
employed throughout the bock instead of the full title.
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which is now entering a new phase, that or direct murder ag

regerds the socialists s

enarchists who hed been confined in
Jails without trial for a period of years.

Not wishing to lend sn appearance o unbassed
investigation by assisting in such an inquiry, we refuse to senq
our representatives for the purpose of furnishing evidence
to this Comnission. On secount of the wrecking of the workers®
organisations in Russia and of the abolition of eny legal
public opinion, we demend & public inquiry and the inclusion
in the Commission of Inguiry of representatives of the "Relief
of Political Prisoners." We catesorically demand also the
admission to the inquiry of representatives of the Workeps’
Socialist International and the Amsterdam Federation of
Trade Unions, for the purpose of an impertial investigation
and for the informetion of all the revolutionary sccialist
organizations of Western Burope. Only such & commission can
provide the minimum guarantees of a broed and all-sided
investigation. Only such a commission can brins into relict
the full picture of the events of December 19 and of their
connection with the geheral condition of the socialists and
enarchists under the existing regime of terror, as well as
the responsibility of the entire Bolshevist Party and the
Cemtrel Government for these events. To such a commission we
shall send our representatives to furnish evidence. In the
event of the acceptunce of this condition, we declare that
in spite of the fact thut the Solovetz Islands are cut off
from the meinland during the entire winter, our representutives

Will proceed to Moscow, even if they have to cross the sea on
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rowboats, so as to shed light through their participation in
the Commission on the crime of December 15.
On Behalf of the Soeialist Community of the

Sayvatievo Cloister :
A. Ivanitzky, for the Socialist- Revolutioniste,

S. Zeitlin, for the Social- Democrats,

Samokhvalon, for the Leit Sacialist-aevolutioniﬂ_t

Jenuary 18, 124,

Solovetz Islends,

Sayvatievo Cloister.



To the Presidium of the Central Exexutive Comnittee of

the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics!

The political prisoners of the Muksolm Cloister of
the Solovetz concentration camp deem it necessary to meke the
following statement:

The Solovetz Islands, serving as they do as a place
for the isolation of soclalists and enarchists, are by the very
noture of their topography completely cut off/the mainland
during the greater part of the year, and therefore satisfy
all the requirements of isolation in the most perfect manner.
But the leading orgens of the Soviet Government and of the
Russian Communist Party are apparently not satisfied with
our mere isolation from the outside world. The authorities are
now promulgating a state of mutual isolation among the already
isolated socizlists, limiting communication between the
cloisters, and limiting by means of barbed wire the walking
grounds.

Certain members of the administration and the entire
staff of keepers consist of agents of the “G.P.U." who are
serving sentences for criminal acts. The policy of the Soviet
Eovernment towards the socialists on the Solovetz Islands is
Personified by the chief of the department of the northern
cemps, Mr.Nogtev, who himself expressed the essence of this

Policy in the following sentence which he addressed to s group




of socialists-revolutionists sent from Siberia to Archangelsk:

"I cannot understand why you declare a hunger -
strike. If you wish to end your lives by suicide, better take
a rope and hang yourselves."

Several months of living on the Solovetsz Islends,
spent in an atmosphere of violence, provocation, srbitrary and
arrogant rule, have made it obvious to us that the Soviet
Government hed set before itself as an actual aim the physical
extermination of the socialists and anarchists, and not their
isolation. We had declared this tothe commission under the
chairmenship of Feldman which arrived after the provocative
forcible transfer of our bound prisoners from the Solovetz
Kremlin to the Nuksolm cloister. We warned, in his person,
the Government that the continuation of the provocative poliey,
in spite of our restraint, will inevitably result in blood.
Events have justified our declarations. The socizlist
revolutionist Sandomir, committed suicide in the Muksolm
cloister. During the funeral elready it elmost came to a
bloody conflict which wes fortunately averted thunks to the
self-restraint of the socialist community, in spite of the
openly provocative conduct of the "G.P.U.", the responsible
representetive of which, Ur.Bokyl, wes at the time on the
Solovetz Islsnas.

Later, in the same Muksolm cloister, the social-
demoerat, Yegorov went inssne. Finally, in the Savvatievo
cloister, as a result of an order to the "G.P.U." limiting
the promenading hours,- an order snticipating the incvitability
©f a conflict srising from its spplication,- & bloody event




occurred. The troops of the "G.P.U." and the kec pers s

socialist and anerchist prisoners who were peacefully

promenading. The shooting was done in volleys, wholesale,
shots being fired at those who fell to the ground as well as
at those who were carrying off the wounded. We know that the

conduct of the "G.P.U." towards the socislists and ansrchists

imprisoned on the Solovetz Islan is an inevitable result

of the entire policy of terror applied by the Sovict Government
to socialists and anarchists. And we therefore have no doubts
that new sacrifices are in store for us. Calmly looking into
the future which is awaiting us, we declare:

For all the occurrences of the past and present on
the Solovetz Islands, for all the victims follen anc yet to
fall, for the extermination of socislists and anarchists,-
the responsibility rests solely with the guicing minds of the

Soviet Government, znd never will you divest yourselves of

this responeibility by shifting it on to your agents, The de
facto murderers of the socialists snd anarchists are on the
Solovetz Islands, their viearious murderers are - you !

(Signatures)

1)
January, 1924.

1) It would scem that this statement was addressed to the
Central Exccutive Committee at the seme as the prece

Setten. shout Januery 18. i
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To the Presidium of the Central Exerutive Committee

of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republies:

The Political Prisoners, socizlists ané enarchists,
confined in the Kremlin of the Solovetz Concentration Camp
declare:

The fatel shotting of five and the wounding of three
of the political prisoners, socialists and anarchists, perpetr-
ated on December 19, 1923, by the keepers and guards of the
Savvatievo cloister of the Solovetz concentration camp, cunnot
but evoke the most profound indignation and protest of all
the political prisoners confined in the Kremlin of the same
camp, whose signatures appear below.

The arbitrery slsughter of ocur comrades who were
peacefully promenading within the limits of the fence
surrounding their cloister is a natural consequence of the
unexampled cruel terror which the Covernment hes been
systematicelly employing sgainst sociclists and ansrchists
during the last few yeurs. Only on such & soil could have
been born that sense of utter nonresponsibility which guided
those who carried out the killing. Having delivered us,
politiccl prisoners, socizlists end onarchists, to the
arbitrary rule of thc keepers consisting of elements who

had committed ccvtuin criminel acts while in the service of
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the "G.P.U.", the Governzment thirsby doomed us from the very
outset to bloody horrors.

The further tightening of the regine recently
undertaken by the "G.P.U.", which is being put into effecct by
the zbowe-mentioncd Keepers and guards, must naturally bring
thinzs to bloody consequences. The "C.P.U." which is issuing
the orders for the increasc in the severity of the regime
comnot fail to know to whom it has entrusted the lives of
severul hundred socislists and unsrchists, bunncd to am islenc
cut off from the continent during a period of a:fi mé}{ths'."'

We thevefore declare that the

siarpled Rieody
rror now being

physioil end morel suffering upon
@nd cnavehists, cnd ﬁ%&i“f‘f &
to ék“ﬁ o ] ; i



LETTEER EIGHSZ®.

Deer Comrudcs!l) We, socialists, prisoncrs of the Bolshevist
Governunent, thrown without trisl into the Solovetz concentration
camp, on the Solovetz Islands, cut off by the ice floes of the
White See from the living world,- appesl to you, socialists

and leaders of the world’s lsbor movement. We address ourselves
to you in order to convey through you to the workers und socizl-
ists of the whole world the story of the unexampled bloody

tragcdy which was emacted on December 19, 1923, on the Solovetz

Islends, &nd the truth of which the Bolshevist Meﬁm‘s&'z

should like to conceal but shell not conceal w tmg workers
1% Ane e

of Russiu, E\u-opo, und Americea.

Tt wab et by arxeiﬂemﬁ M%ﬁ“‘ﬁr{s&éﬁﬂ were
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And it was hero, to the northorn ccncentruc:on}umpgé
that the Govermment began to exile its most dangcrous encmics-
the socivlists und sanarchigts.

Alonzside of us ore thousinds of crininels, condemned
to compulsory servitude, exhousted by hard, unbearsble labor,
subjected continuously to cruel torture, besting, cné even
murder at the hands of the uncontrolled, 2ll-powerful admini-
stration which is afruid of nothing ané no one.

We are under un administration composed, from the
tottom to the top with rare exceptions, of criminsl elements
who were sent to the Solovetz Isiends to serve sentences for
crime ¢nd who became here the masters of the lives znd deaths
of thousunds of people, expluining their old crimes und winning

parcon for themsclves st the price of cruelty, inhumeni
¥

oné new crimes. 1 r ich wes newi nr:(‘ for

To complete the pictpre - in the hands of this
siministration is 4. ~detachment gg;t”,gpg‘,émg ng as
"eusrds', into whose M%&ve}%mmmrmwlxn tha.w
commenders apc duﬁmmllﬂnuﬁkﬁ !&!&Phh&?i@.“&htnicn oe
'Sonun@ta are. 2 y.gg e 4. ke




But blood flowed. The "G.P.U." provided the immediate
pretext for the massacre. Not being satisfied with throwing
us into the distant, lurid North, hundreds of versts from a
centrel city, away from our relatives and desr ones, the
"G.P.U.", having cut us off from the whole world snd having
deprived us of the right of rezulur communicstion by letter,
conceived the ides of turning the Solovetz concentretion camp
into a resl juil with the ordinsry prison reginme.

This pretext wus found ot the very moment when
the navigation between the Solovetz Islands and the continent
wes closed, und We were facing a long northern winter, long
nonths of complete isolation from the outside world.

For u beginning it was decided to deprive us of
the freedom to promenade in the prison yard,- that small slot
of land surrounded by barbed wire which wus assi-med for
our use and which was carefully guurded by sentinels from
several watch-towers. We were not permitted to promenade outsidel
our yard even when conveyed by soldiers, but our promenading
hours were not limited. And it was this "license" which seemed
terrible to the "G.P.U."

We were worned by the administration on Decenber 16
that it is contemplated to limit our promenading hours from
9 in the morning to 6 in the evening. The committoc of elders
declared o decisive protest. In the course of three days
afterwsrds we promenaded us of old and the conversutions
with the sdministrsticn on the subject were not renewed.
Suddenly, on December 19, after five o’clock in the cvecning,
the political prisoners of the Savvatievo cloister wece handed

a written wder:Promenuding is permitted in the future from
Lag




9 o’clock in the morning until 6 in the evening. The order is
to be announced at the roll-call.
Since the roll-call is usually taken after 8 o’clock

in the evening, it was the clear sense of the order that it

would take effect ihe following day, Dec

ber 20.Nevertheless,

at half past five the sentinels began to request the comrades

who were out in the open to return intc the building, and as

they continued to promenade, the sentinels fired from the

watch- towers several shots, apparently, intc the air. The

promenading continued. Then a chain of sol@iers and prison
officials, numbering about fifty man, spread out along the
fence surrounding the prison yard, covering the building from
three sides. The commander of the squad turned to the absol-
utely peasesble promenaders with the request to enter the

builai

, without warning once that in the event of dis-

obedience he would fire. The promenading comrades formed the
definite impression that in the worst event it was planned to
push them back towards the building, almost nobody conceiving

of the possibility of shooting. But after the third request

to enter the building, the order suddenly rang out:"Straight

at the targets! Fire! And immediutely afterwards f-llowed a

volley and deafening contimuous shooting from separate sections.
The promenading comrades failed to comprehend at

first what had happened. They were convinced that the shots were

made into the air to terrify them, so wild, senseless, im-

probable seemed the shooting of peaceful promensders.But the

first victims, the groans of the wounded, the warning cries

from all sides, "There are wounde left no doubts as to

what has occured. The murderers heard these cries, they saw
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how the comrades picked up these who fgll and carried them in
the direction of the building, but they had not had enough
bloodshed yet and after the first volley came a second and
then a third volley. The fire was aimed not only at those who
remained in the yard but also at those comrades who were
carrying the wounded and at those returning to the building
The unanimous testimony of our comrades bears witness to it,
the marks of bullets around the entrance to the building
unequivocally point to it, some of these marks being at the
level of a man’s height, others a little above. After the third
volley, the yerd was emptied and the tiring stopped.

It was before six o’clock when the wounded were
carried into the building and we were able to count the vict-

ims. The terrible tragedy was enacted with insane cinematograph-

ic speed. Somebody’s evil will had consciously driven it, with-
out & breathing spell, to its bloody climax. The order was to
be announced at the roll-call. It was smounced three hours
previously. Even according to the order, the promenading was
permitted until six o’clock. The killing began at half past &
and only the blood in the smow remained to tell of what had '
happened. Not the slightest attempt was made on the part of

the administration to forestall the catastrophe. The elder

Of the political prisoners who tried to make his way into

the head i of the t was not admitted by the

Buards, in accordance with orders. How can one define all
this except as conscious, cold- blooded, premeditated murder

Of peaceful and defenseless people? Dven the higher administrat-
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ion itself in the person of the acting chief of the admin
istration of the northern camps, was compelled to admit in

a conversation with the committee of elders of the political
prisoners that the latter by their conduct offered not the
slightest pretext for a bloody punishment. According to the
acting chief of the administration of the camps, all that
heppened was a deplorable misunderstanding for which only
the lower officials were culpable. The soldiers are supposed
to have received an order to fire into the air. The shooting
of the political prisoners was supposed to come as a complete
surprise to the higher administration of the camp.

We unconditionally reject this explanation.Neither
the local commandant nor, moreover, the prison guards would
have fired at the imprisoned socialists if they had not
previously received assurances of their complete inviolab-
ility for the consequences. Of course, most of the soldiers
fired into the air, otherwise the shooting would have
bécome a wholesale massacre of the promenaders and the
victims would have been counted by the score, but it is
beyond any doubt that part of the soldiers and guards
received orders to fire at the prisoners and that in one
form or another corresponding instructions were given to
the administretion of the camp and the commanding officers.
Just before the shooting there came to the Sevvatievo
cloister thechief of the department of the northern camps,
Nogtev. He knew of the order to limit the promenading hours,
he knew of all the preparations for the slaughter. Ve do
not know what his orders were to the commandant, but we do

know that he departed from the cloister not more than a
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quarter of an hour before the shooting,- as his acting
associate later explained naively, - so that he could not be

charged with the guilt of what was to take place subsequantly

It indicates that having prepared the murder, he hastened to

wash his hands of it.
Moreover, Nogtevw himself, in spite of all hia

conceit, would not have risked the s ooting i1f he had not

felt that loscow would stand by hin. The order to "twist the
necks" of the political prisoners came from the "G.P.U." We
do not know whether Nogtev was told exactly how far to go in
tightening the prison regime, and what these limits were.
But it is absolutely clear that the Moscow "G.P.U."inspired
the higher officials of the Solovetz Islands with confidence
in their non-responsibility and inviolability.

The entire character of the subsequent investigation
of the events of December 19 fully confirms our belief that
the root of these events must be sought neither among the
Savvatievo soldiers nor among the criminals of the Savvatievo
guards. The "investigation" began with the order of the chief
of the department of the northern canps that the commandant
of the cloister, the commanding officer of the military
detachment, and the political agent, es the would-be real
culprits, be sent back to Moscow by the last departing
Steamer - the navigat<on was Just then closing. (It was the
political agent who, day in day out, conducted the agitation
against socialists among the soldiers). Such were the
results of the "impartial" investigation made by the
inspirers of the crime, in so far as it affected its immediate

authors,
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We of course refused to furnish any evidence to the
local commission of investigation. We sent a telegrem to the
All-Russien Central-Executive Committee of the Soviets, in
which we categorically accused the higher administration of
the Solovetz concentration camp and the "G.P.U." of the events
of December 10, and demanded the urgent appointment of &
special commission of investigation without the participation
of the G.P.D."

About o month passed from the time of the shooting.
Telegrams were sent from Solovetz to Moscow and from Moscow
to Solovetz. The first telegram about the ocecurrence was
despatched from Solovetz on the night of the murder, but days
pessed after days, weeks after weeks,and the entire higher
administration of the northern camps remained undisturbed
in its place. The chief of the department, Nogtev, retained
his full authority. kHoscow kept silent.

Finally, about the middle of January, we Were
informed that a commission was formed in Moscow, composed of
representatives of the Central Executive Committee of the
Soviets, of the Central Committee of the Communist Party,
and of the Commissariat of Justice.

Apperently, the fact of the shooting in Solovetz
became public and it became impossible to conceal it. That,
in all probability, explains the imvitation we received to
send to Noscow delegates to testify before the commission of
investigation. In the circumstances of interrupted navigation,
when comnunication with the continent is meintained by row-
boats, which accidentally make their way through the ice-
flous, we considered this invitation a mockery. We & i enad

that the Government had at its disposal all the means, whether
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it be an 2irplane, an ice-cutter, or something else, to convey
the commission to the place where the crime was committed in
order to investigate the unheard of act. We considered that

only here in the very place where the blood of our comrades
wasshed, Where all the witnesses and all the direct partic-
ipants of the shooting could be examined, only here the threads
are to be found which would lead the investigation to the
tracks of the real culprits. And above all, we did not for a
ninute believe in the impartiality of a commission composed

of representatives of the Bolshevist Government only, which

is fit in this case, according to our profound conviction, to
act the role of a defendant more than that of a judge. And we
answered lioscow by demanding the admission into the commission
of representatives of the Amsterdam Federation of Trade Unioms,
of the Socialist Workers’ Internstional, and of the Red Cross
for Political Prisoners.

We agreed, under these conditions, to send to Moscow
our delegates even by row-boats, to testify before the invest-
igating commission. Only a commission in which the represent-
atives of the international proletariat participated could
provide us with a minimum guarantes that the truth about
December 19 would be disclosed.

Half @ year passed since then. Moscow sent us no
answer. It is more than a month now since navigation has opened,
more then one steamer has slready arrived from the continent,
but Moscow still continues to meintein silence, as if the
¢rime of December 19 has never been committed.

And everything remains as it was in the past on the

Solovets Islands! The same rule of criminal elements in the
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sdministration, the same servitude for the criminal prisoners,
the same eternal, constant menace to the human dignity and
1ife of the politicels.

However, there is an imnovation. A special correct-
jon prison has been established on the Sekirn Hill, where
criminal prisoners are kept for small off ences in such
inhuman conditions that the men, s a sign of protest, rip
open their own abdomens. The regime of pemal servitude is
winnig new victims: hitherto it was applied only to criminals,
now it has been extended to a group of Kronstadt sailors
sertenced for participation in the Kronstadt revolt of 1921,
as well as to students of both sexes who are exiled by the
score to Solovetz for participation in the students’ mass
novement. They are kept like common criminals under the same
regime as all the criminal prisoners, they are driven togethe
with the letter to do hard labor, and those who are fined
are thrown into the prison on the Sekirn Hill. And at the
very moment I am writing these lines, the Kronstadt sailors
are out on o hungerstrike declared several days ege, trying
to win for themselves the regime of the political prisoners.

Moreover, gredually an offort is being made to exten
the regime of penal servitude to us, socialists, too. A
score of socialists, bound together by force, were brought
from the continent to Solovetz and placed on & eriminal
regime on the pretext that there was no indication in their
cuses of their belongingz to socialist parties. Only a hunger-
strike on their part and the interference of the socislist
communities suved them from pensl servitude. But an effort

is being msde to thrust even upon us, the "recognized"
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socialists who have spent a year here on a socialist regime,
compulsory labor under the guise of innocent "self-service".
We have been deprived of the heating-service,

of the bath-house, of the laundry. We are being
placed in a position unknown to the political prisoners in
the jails of the czars.

And to cap all this, we are deprived of the element-
ary rights possessed by the inmates of any prison, the right
of visits from our relatives. In spite of the fact that the
navigation has again opened, our reletives are persistently
refused permission to visit us, "until special orders are
issued.”

This is how Moscow reacted to the events of December

It is true, o month after the shooting, the chief
ot the department, Nogtev, was finally called to Moscow, we
do not know whether in the capacity of a defendant or a
witness. But several weeks later he returned to Solovetz,
in his capacity of chief of the department, with his former
rights and powers, as if nothing had hmul Ilbm would

prestige of the

i
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page wes opened in the history of the Bolshevist terror
against the socialists of Russia. The blood shed at Solovetz
swept away the last barrier. From now on the blood and the
corpses of imprisoned socialists mark the shameful path of
Russian Communisn...

We hzve told you, comrades, the truth about December
19. We told it in order to expose before the workers of the
whole world in the name of the real socialism for which we
are fighting together with you, those who disgrace, who stump
in the mud, who stain with the blood of socialists the
banner of socialism.

In the name of socialism, we protest before the world
proleturiat against the poliey of bloody terror being perpetr-

ated on the socialists of Russia.

And we know, our protest will find a fraternal
response in the heart of every honest workingman,of every
socislist. o

June, 1824.
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ORIGINAL OF LETTER NINE
SEORETLY MAILED FROM THE SOLOVE?Z ISLANDS,
T0P LINE SAYS,"READ VITH MAGNIFYING GLASS.®




Dear comrudes!l Rumours have probably already
reached you concerning the unprecedcnted and bloody tragedy
which was enacted on December 19, 1923, here on the Solovetz
Islands, in one of the concentration camps organized by the
Soviet Government for the socialists and anarchists of Russia.
The official bolshevist press - the only one from which you
could obtein the first news about the event - will in all
likelihood try to represent everything that has happened
here (as it has already succeeded in doing in an obscure notice
in the "Isvestia' of February 10, 1924), as a "misunderst-
anding", "an unfortunate incident", or ... as a conflict (!)
between the prisoners and the tchekists and soldiers who were
shooting ot us at close range.

The Bolshevist Government will attempt "to cover up
the tracas", to dist-ort the facts, but it will not suceed -
the truth about December 19 will sooner or later become the
property of the workers of the entire world. We, anarchists
of the Savvatievo cloister who served as targets for the
" red" bullets, cut off by the ice-fieldsof the White Sea
from the rest of the world, through the lines of bayonets
and the burvbed tehekist, appesl to you and through you to all
the workers and peasants of Russia, Furope, and America.

1) This letter, u faocsimile of which is to be found on page
32, wes addressed to the "Anarchist International-Berlin'.
t was four months on the way from Russie to Germany.




We want to present our statement of what happened,
to appraise this bloody outrage on the defenceless prisoners,
the captives of the Government. By its cold- blooded
premeditation and its calculated murder, by the environment
conditions and chain of circumstences leading to it, by the
absence even of supposed, i.e. "legitimate" reasons for it,-
this bloody "socialist" outrage has no equal in the entire
history of the Russian revolutiopary movement against the
autocracy, in the annals of that lugubrious and herocic
fight which the Russian revolutionists waged in the prisons
in the darkest years of the czarist reaction.

Six years of the bolshevist dictatorship, a
dictatorship over the workers and peasants, six years of the
cruellest terrorization of the people and its voice by means
of bullets, torture and strangulation, have made it so that
every person thinking differently from the bolsheviks, whether
socizlist or anarchist, that every worker and peasant who
dares be dissutisfied and not in agreement with the Soviet
Govermment, is subject to "elimination" and can enjoy his
"freedom" only when dead or alive in prison, in concentration
camp, in the obscure umd wild regions of the Far North and
Siberia which had formerly served as the exile territories
of the czar.

Such & prison camp was organized in the summer of
last year by the Soviet Government on the Solovetz Islunds
cut off in the course of six months from any intercourse
with the meinland, for the purpose of the most extreme
isolution, so us to be further away from the eyes of the

workers and peasunts. Alresdy the first few months passed




not without individual episodes of provocation, shooting,
binding prisoners, and of the systematic breaking of ashole
series of promises. But nevertheless we enjoyed as yet & few
"privileges", which we had succeeded in wresting from our
Jailers during several yeers of incredible suffering in
soviet prisons, through a number of hunger strikes, and at
the price of great sucrifices, privations and self-destruction
by fire! ...

With the approach of the end of the navigation
season,- left in a condition of severed intercourse with the
continent, and at the mercy of the power-intoxicated "little
czars" among the higher local officials, with a staff of
keepers consisting almost entirely of criminsl tchekists,
of leading professional henchmen and sadists,- it became
cleur to us thut the winter would not be "favorable", that
horrors were imevitable... Moscow was not satisfied with
having us on an island completely cut off from the rest of
the world. That is not enough! Our petty "liberties", gained
at the expense of such sacrifices, gave Moscow no rest and
the "G.P.U." decided to transform the Solovetz Camp into a
real jail, to cow the political prisoners at all costs.
However, so long &s communication with the mainland existed,
the "general staff" at the Lubianka hesitated to open a
direct cempaign agsinst us through its obedient Solovetz
agents impatient for buttle: It would not pay, it waes too
early as yet

At last, nsvigation was closing. The chief of the
department of the northern camps, Nogtev, the Solovetz
eutocrat snd setrup, the "socialist"sadist, returned from

lioscow, upparently with the necessary instructions wnd




suthority. The momentum of events was increasing. The campaign
is opened. "Operations have begun." As a beginning, as a
pretext, it was decided to deprive us of the right of free
promenading! On December 16, the assistant of Nogtev, Eichmans,
(who had also returned from Moscow), declared to us in the
course of a formal conversation that loscow was dissatisfied
with the local regime, that o series of measures was under
considerstion for the purpose of changing it. At the seme
time he informed us of the proposed limitation of the hour
of our open-air exercises.

Three duys passed,- everything remeined as before.
Finally, the now memorable December 19 arrived. Soon after
five o’clock & written order was delivered to us to the
effect that promenading from how on would be permitted from 9
in the morning until 6 in the evening and thut the order is
to be at the roll-call, which ordinari}y takes

place at 8 in the evening. It was the clear sense of the
order that it was to take effect the following day, December
20. Novertheless, after it was issued, about fifty "red
werriors", gonsisting in part of members of the military
detachment and in part of the aforementioned tchekist keepers
who hoped, and ss it sppeared not in vain, to gain over the
dead bodies of our comrades amnesty snd better administrative
posts for themselves,- were marched into our little court
surrounded by barbed wire to perpetrate the bloody outrage
on the peacefully promensding "disobedient" politiesl prisoners
We found ourselves surrounded on three sides, three
TOWs of "red" buyonets pointing ut us - living tapgets. Then

came o quick thrice-repented request of the comm:nder of the
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punitive detachment to return to the building ...

uSquad! Struight at the targets! Fire!" The first

volley is fired, followed by deafening scattered shooting.
Groans of wounded and wurning dries of comrades: "Down, there
are wounded!" But the shooting continues even at those who

- the first blood has been

are lying down ... A moment of cu.
shed. We quickly seize the victims and make for the main
building. But the foul murderers would not stop! They ure not
satistied with two or three victims. A new order to load:

"Squad - fire!" Then unother volley end some scattered firing

st those still in the court and st those carrying the wounded
and returning to the building. (At the sutopsy some were
found to huve been struck by several bullets).

Fresh victims ... cnother quots of comrudes if
alling, hit by bullets sharply aimed at thelr backs. Of the
eight victims, six were mortally wounded .1 six Liteless
comrades. The bloodthirsty and insstdate monster whose nume
is Power is {rumphunt, celebrating its victory over uncrmed,
defenceless prisomers, let the carnibals triumph! But they
shall not escape their deserts at the hands of the very workers
and peasants in whose pretended nume they now rule from the
Russiun throne.

Severszl hours after the shooting, the department of
the northern camps appointed u commission of in.uiry to which
we, snarchists, sddressed on the folloving day, Decenber 20,

a written resufal to fursnish evidence, containing a short
estimate of the true inner meuning of the whole occurence, \

1) Numes of victims ure enumerated. See Appendix.



occurence, of the open and hidden ceuses of the foul, senseless
B2 L P banber 15, Anong other things; walsatel Rerstets
About the middle of January, apparently because of
rumors which seeped through and reached the continent, under
the pressure of the alarmed relatives, (there are about 300
socialists and anarchists in the Solovki,) there was created
in Moscow & special commission of inguiry into the events of
December 19, composed Of ... whcm would you think? ... of

notorious tehekists, the ringleaders of Soviet justice, members

of the Central Control Commission of the Russian communist
Party, of the Commissariat of Inspection and others, the very
people who directly or indirectly took part in formulating the
‘plans of "tsming" us and who inspired the loyal executioners.

We of course again refused to participate in this second act

of the comedy of inquiry staged mow by the highest organ, the
Central Executive Committee of the Union. The henchman Nogtev
wes then invited to come to Moscow, we do not know whether in
the capacity of a culprit or of a witmess, or perhaps to
receive his reward for the operation he magnificently executed.
We only know that Moscow did mot go back on "her own" man, but
took him under her lofty protection, and the herc of December
19 returned to Solovki with all his former fights and powers.
Everything remained as of old, as if the foul shooting of the
political prisoners had never taken place. The Soviet Government
is the last word in "revolution”, in the vocabulary of state
ideology. This government of *Workers and Peasants", in order

to uphold its prestige, its regime, and to maintain itself in

1) Here parts of the preceding Letter Three are quoted.
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power, thought it compatible with its character to continue in
his former position the immediste murderer of our comrades,
the initiator of the bloodbath.

This act of exoneration and sanction from above proved
to us once more that the bloody attack of December 19 had
been prepared beforehand, and was rigidly thought out and cold-
bloodedly calculated to achieve a "Special’ purpose: to
strangle and twist the political prisoners into & passive
body, to inaugurate a policy of physical extermination of the
"disobedient" socialists and anarchists. The return of Nogtev,
evidently with blessings for new, studiously prepered bloody
"strategic mamsuvres" in accord with the general task of
extermination and the continued policy of oppression and
provocation on the part of the administration, is a guarantee
that this policy will be firmly end unalterably put into effect
in the future. It was far from being the last time that blood
was shed. More than once yet will our camp serve as a target
for "special" purpose, as a fisld of battle between the bayonet
on the one hand and chained, forced impotency on the other.
(It is not for nothing that the Solovki is a camp controlled
by the special Section of the "G.P.U.") More than one of us
will yet fall victim to the triumphant reaction clothed in a
red toga and intransigent revolutionary phraseology, to the
restored pre-revolutionary regime of bondage and exploitation
of the Thira Soaticn”, of DJarJinskya and of the Kremlin-rule
of the days of Jvan the Terrible and his mercenaries, now
operating under a new shield. But we ace not of those who will

1) The rotorious depertment of the Czar’s "Okhrana'.
2) The director peneral of the "G.B.U.!




adapt themselves and bear it! We, anarchists, exiled and
persecuted by all governuents and regimes are always prepared
for the worst. There are no surprises for us. We know not
whether any of us will yet have the opportunity of fighting
shoulder to shoulder in the same ranks with you, for the workers
end peasants against Power and world capital. We do not know,
but there is one thing that we passionately desire: that the
foul, cold-blooded, senseless shooting of December 18 should
deliver that sobering blow of bloody facts which would arouse
the consciousness of the labor masses of the whole world... We
desire that the blood shed should finally tear off the mask

from the face of the genuine culprits of this shooting,- the
Russian Communist Party and its obedient internal tool, the
Soviet Government, and of its world instrument, the Communist
International. The veii must be removed from the eyes of the
international proletariat. In the seventh year of the bolchevist
rule, it is time to put an end to the illusions and perverted
views entertained by the workers’ and peasants’ masses of

Burope and America which regard the Soviet Government, the Russiaj
Communist Party and the Third International as the *shock troops
of the world revolution", as something of their own flesh and
bone. No, their cause is not the cause of the proletariat, not

the cause of the world social revolution. It is reaction in a

new form, disguised, trigged out in red, and therefore more
dangerous for the world labor movement.

We understand how strange and paradoxical our words
will sound to the workers of Europe, when the very same commun-
ists, (German, French, Italian, etc.) persecuted and exiled

abroad by the various bourgeois and democratic Bovernments,
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are there the mariyrs, the glorious heroes and fighters of
"the workers' cause". But it is high time to learn from the
bloody lessons of the class struggle of recent years that the
communist parties of the West, even as the Russian Communist
Party which was once persecuted and battled cn the same side
of the barricade together with us, as soon as they seize the
helm of state in their hands, apply terror and dictatorship
over the workers and peasants, just as all other governing
parties do, whether czartst, republican or ultra-democratic.

The idealist leaders and mentors of this party, the
Rykovs and Djerjinskys, the Zinovievs and Trotzkys, for the
purpose of retaining power and presserving "order', will if
necessary undertake any bloody adventure such as the shooting
of hundreds, thousands of imprisoned workers and peasants, as
it is done and must unavoidably be done in the future by all
parties and political groups, "right" or "left", as soon as
they cease being persecuted and ascend to power. Let every
honest worker and revolutionary belonging to the Communist
International and the "Red" International of Trade Unions
remember that he is sitting side by side with murderers and
is doing their foul work, that he is senctioning, perhaps
without being aware of it, the senseless execution of December
19....

Dear comrades! We have told you the truth about Decem-
ber 19, the truth ebout the bolshevist dictatorship, about the
role of the communists before and after their seizure of power,
we have told you what is true of any government. Perhaps none
of us will come out alive from this island, for our present
and the nearest future sre too dark, but the bolsheviks shall

not be able to conceal the true significance of all that hes
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happened here! The truth about December 19 will become yours,
a strong weapon and standard in your hands, an ominous warning
in the unequal struggle of the oppressed. The only historical
falue which could redeem the Solovetz execution and the other
victims of the Soviet or any state system iz that the workers
and peasants of the whole world should finally learn from the
blood-sealed Solovetz lesson that by bringing any perty to
political power in present or future revolutionary struggles,
they put a sword in the hands of new Nogtevs &nd build for
themselves a new yoke, preparing & bloody bath for many and
many of their own ranks.

Farewell, then, dear comrades. Let December 19 be to
you and to millions of workers the world over a memorable day
of portentous warning, a bloody lesson in differentiating
genuine friends from enemies, in the struggle for a society
not based in power. E i %

Members of the Anarchist cqnwmitr L A

{Signatures:) .I. Tchar: .
gnatioesidanl 3a§!{1.\§h;
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Our colony of political prisoners containa at present
about 300 persons. There are 137 social-democrats, 14 left
socialist - revolutionists, 109 socialist revolutionists, and
35 anarchists. They occupy the three cloisters of the old
Solovetz Monastery. Our cloister, Savvatievo, is the largest
one and now holds 180 socialists and anarchists.

Savvatievo is built on the main ¥slend, on which are
located the headquarters of the department of the northern
concentration Camps. Here is also imprisoned the main contingent
of the common criminals.

The second cloister - Muksolm - is connected with
our islend by a dam. The third, Golgotha, is on the Anserski
Island, separated by four versts of water from the mein island.

During the long winter, when the sea is heaped with
ice floes, connection between the islands can be kept up only
by occasional boats, such an underteking involving great risk.
Ve had all the time refused to occupy the Anserski Island, for
Ve feared to be cut off not only from the mainland but also
from the main island, on which we depend for our food supply
&nd medical aid. We also did not want to be placed at the
merey of the local administration and under a regime of common
eriminals.

But because of the increasing number of new arrivals

We have at lest been compelled to move to the Anserski Island
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on condition that we be guaranteed food and medical aid. Now
all the cloisters are filled and we are too crowded to accom-
odate new groups of prisoners. The administration, having no
more room to spare, hes demanded that no more prisoners be
exiled to Solovki. Still numbers of politicals continue coming

The administration, surely not without the knowledge
of Moscow, is now clearly exerting its efforts to force us
into a regime of common criminals. Thus the last party of
socialists that arrived here has for a long time not been
recognised as political. In Kem they were placed in dungeons,
compelled to do hard labor, and in every way treated like
ordinary criminels. Here in the Solovki we have with difficulty
succeeded in securing for them recognition as politivals.
The two last parties to arrive ere still fighting for such
recognition, meanwhile livingusder impossible conditions. They
contain 18 persons, among them 6 left socialist-revolutionists,
7 social-democrats, 3 right socialist-revolutionists and 2
enarchists. They are all well known to us, as well as to the
"G.P.U.", g5 some of them have previously been more than once
in bolshevik prisons. Among them are: the well-known left
socialist-revolutionist Riabinin, from the Far Eastern Republic;
three comrades from Voronezh, Liapin, Razdebeev, and Keliuzhniy,
&nd the students Voit and Beloglasov. In spite of our protests
2nd telegrams to the Central Executive Committee in Moscow,
they are being kept isolated in the Kremlin under o regime
threatening any moment to become criminal. Their condition
may eause them to declare a hunger strike, in which we also
Would beecme involved.

Besides socialist members of various parties, the
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"G.P.U." now sends to the Solovki large numbers of non-polit-
icals of seocialist tendencies having some relation to the
revolutionary movement. The greatest proportion of them are
students. You are aware that of late the student movement has
grown considerably. After the comb-out in the universities of
Petrograd, Moscow and other cities, many of the discharged
students were arrested, exiled to emote provincial places or
sent to Solovetz, where there have also been brought some
"komsomoltsi" (members of the "Young ifen’s Communist Association)

The Solovetz awthorities have refueed to consider the
students as politicals. Boys ahd girls of 18, 20 and 22 years
of age - hardly any of them have rewched 25 - are kept together
with thieves, murderers and prostitutes, forced to do hara
labor and subject to the vilest insults of the officials and
common- criminal keepers. Bspecially hard is the lot of the
young student girls: they live in the general dormitories with
the old female criminals and are constantly exposed to the
brutal attentions of their keepers. A case of this kind took
place in the prison of Kem where the student girl Efimova had
the misfortune of pleasing the eye of the eternally intoxicated
prison commandant. He decided to keep her in Kem "for work'.

It required our interference and protests to the edministration
to cause the transfer of Efimova from Kem to Solovki where the
Test of her comrades are confined.

Anong the other politicals here who are kept on a
common eriminal regime are many rebel peasants from various
Parts of the country, as well as numbers of workers arrested
for strikes. We want to call our attention especially to the
group of Kronstadt sailors imprisoned here by the administrative

order of the YG.P.U.", in connection with the Kronstadt uprizing




of 1921. For some time they lived in the Huksoln cloister as
politicals. When that cloister became too crowded, they were
transferred to the Kremlin prison where they had a formal
conterence with our elders. We aidec them with food, hooks,
newspopers, etc. One day the udministration called out the
committee of elders of the Kronstait sailors and informed it
that in accordance with orders from Moscow, the Kronstadt men
were to be placed on a regime of common criminals, deprived of
thelr rations as politicals, and put to such work as the author-
ities will assign them. The Kronstadt spokesmen refused to
accept the order, where upon they were bound. Then the armed
guards broke into the building where the Kronstadt men were
confined. The prisoners refused to obey the new orders from
HMoscow, and were all bound hand and foot and dragged into the
dungeons where they declared a hunger-strike, which lasted 9
days. The strike onded in feilure. Then they decided temporarily
to submit, in expectation of a commission which was soon to
arrive from Mosecow and before which they were to lay the matter
for decision.

The administration reulised that the matter is not
settled, and strove continually to aggruvate the Kromstudt

Wen snd ta  provoke them into untimely uction. With this purpose

in view, the uuthorities on the 20th of July suddenly transferred
three Kronstadt prisoners to the Sekirn Hill, placing them for
N0 resson (but under the pretext of demotalising the eriminal
regime and insulting the kecpers) in the punitive juil. They
declared a hunger strikc. Their transfor wus accompunied by
violence und beating. The remaining seven men joined the strike.
They were removed to the ccller. It was & hacd strike und

Lasted 14 days. We expected u tragedy ut any moment. One of the



sen, Yudin, twice attempted suicide, two others began to cough
plood on the eleventh day. The administration remeined indiff-
erent and only on the fourtheenth day the elder of the Kranstadt
group was called out for negotistions, as s result of which
the three men were released from the dungeon on the Sekirn Hill.
The common criminal regime, however, remained in force. The
community of the Kronstadt men was recognised, and they were
promised that they would not be separated and would be assigned
to tasks according to their skill

All the hunger strikers - Yermolaev, Eveltis,
Andreitchenko, Defétov, Kulishev, Kurkesh, Belov, Yudin,Ssharov,
Reskasov - were taken to the hospital in an awful condition.
Some of them may yet pay with their lives for that hunger strike.
This whole group consists exclusively of honest, good fellows,
Kronstadt sailors and workers, loyal to the Revolution.According
to thetr psrty sympathies, they are divided into 2 left soci-
alist-revolutionists, 4 anarchists, 1 social-democrat, the
rest are non-partisan but recognise the November (Soviet)
Revolution. They from the remaining small band of Kronstadt
revolutionists who have not yet perished and who preserved
their political consciousness in spite of the systematic exec-
utions by the Soviet government. Our community of the Savvatievo
cloister protested and in a telegram to the Central Executive
Committee of the Union we demanded the urgent ending of the
hunger strike declared by the Kronstadt men. We demanded that
an end be put to the cruelties perpetrated on them, and that
they should be recognised as political prisomers. But without
avail. There is no doubt that their strug le is not yet over,
that the administration will not leave them alone and will

aguin try to provoke them into some action in order to exterminate
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them. In 1922, when we were in exile in Archangelsk, we were
told that the Kronstadt men were being tortured and shot by
the thousends in the northern cemps, in Pertominsk, Kholmogory;
etc. Only these who succeeded in escaping are still among the
living.

Now about us, the recognized socialists. I have
already mentioned the fact that the administration of the damps
and boscow are pursuing a policy of sbolition of the political
regime. This expresses itself not only in offerts to refuse
recognition to new parties of political prisoners, but also in
many other matters directly affecting us. Thus, the question
of "self-service' is now in an extraordinarily acute phase.
The plan is to force us to do compulsory labor and for a
beginning efforts are made to have us cut timber for our needs,
to heat the bath-house, to cart out the refuse, etc.... Up
to the present time we never yet did compulsory work even for
our own needs in any of the prisons. In Pertoninsk and, in
the course of & year, in Solovki we voluntarily attended to
certain things, for instance, we cleaned the building, heated
it, cocked our food, cleaned the yard, washed the laundry.
The herder labor, such as the cutting of timber in the forest
and the carsing of the refuse, wus provided by the administr-
etion. Suddenly in the spring we were requested to take over
these burdensome tasks too. We have no guarantees thet this
would not be followed by compulsion to provide service for the
entire camp, imcluding the administration. This we cennot
accept, just as we cannot accept sny kind of forced labor even
for our omn necds. We have been exiled administratively, and

the administration must provide us with all the nccessities.




Voluntarily, it is true, we would attend to certain jobs, but
we cannot agree to take them over s forced duties, since we
perceive in this an attempt to introduce gradually penal
servitude for socialists. Besides, there are many other reasons

why compulsory labor is impossible for Half of our prisoners

are sick. We have many women ... We therefore refused to accept
"self-service".

We were deprived of the bath-house early in the spring,

our supply of fuel was discontinued when there was still sn,
on the ground, and we were kept in cold end daup cells. Ve
had to reduce our ration of hot water and warm food because
there wus not wood und the administration supplied none. And
now we are still without wood, and it looks as if we are to
have very soon only dry rations - bread and water. All this

in spite of the fact that many of us are sick with seurvy

and meny sre suffering from other diseuses. We have been wuit-
ing o long time for a conmission from Moscow, but so far it

has not arrived. We mean to put before it, when it arrives, all
the questions of our prison life here which has become extro-
ordinarily complicated recently. During the winter it has
become clear that Solovki is not supplied with sufficient

food, and under the system existing here, it is hardly possible
to be assured of supplies. We hud expluined the matter to
Feldnan and Bokyl of the commission that came here from lioscow
in the full of 1023. They assured us that there were sufficient
provisions. In sp-ite of that, the rations fixed by them were
shorte-ned alrendy in December, and in February the number

of hospital rations was automaticslly reduced by the Department

to 15 percent, i.e., 27 rutions for 180 people. We have many




nore sick persons now. In accordance with the prescriptions

of the prison physician, we were receiving ebout &0 rations
pefore the reduction. In reality, however, we did not get even
the 15 percent, since it eppeared that many articles of first
necessity, such as butter, white flour, etc. were entirely
lacking in Solovki. The result is scurvy, wholesale cases of
itesee

The medical aid we receive here is below criticism.
The prison physicians show little interest in the sick. There
are no socialist doctors. As a general rule, few get treatment
in the hospital, as there are no medical supplies. Towards
spring we did not even have any iodine. The attitude towards
the patients is disgusting. There have been freguent occasions
when the doctor turned our sick comrades out of the hospital,
without even examining thez, after they had nade the trip of
12 versts from the cloister. Just now a number of our prisoners
needs special medical attention. For the last three months
we have demended their transfer to the mainlend. So far we
have succeeded in getting across only four of them: Markman
a left socialist-revolutionist, Hartsinkevitch, connected
with the case of the left socialist-revolutionists,and two
anarchists, Siutevitch end Veger (almost at the point of death).
About the others application had been made to Moscow, but no
reply hus been received. The general policy of Moscow is "to
put the screws tight" on us. The entire "constitution" designed
by the commission of Feldman in 1923, was abolished from the
dey of the shooting on Decerber 19. One paragraph after another
is gradually being nullified. First the promensding hours and
the supply of light were linited, then the conferences with

the committee of elders of lukscln were suspended, afterwards
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the food ration was reduced, new efforts are being made to
introduce "self-service” and to force us to a common oriminal
regime, (as in the case of the Kremlin prisoners), and finally
at this moment the visits of relatives have been prohibited
in our building. Those of them who came were permitted to see
their folks at the headquarters, in the presence of the keepers
They travelled & thousand versts to the Solovki, spemding the
last penny in order to sec us, but it is impossible to talk
in such cirsumstances. After a lapse of 8 or 9 months, during
which we had neither visitors nor even regular correspondence,
this is the last drop of cruelty. We are waiting for the
comnission in order to raise before it the question of our
transfer altogether from the Solovki. We feel that we could
not survive another winter like the past one...

(Signature)

i)
August, 1924.

1) The Russian text of this letter bore no date, but from the
contents it would appear that it was written three months
after the opening of navization, approximately in August.
It was published in the October 1924, issue of "Znenmya
Borby", the organ of the left socialist-revolutionists and
meximalists.
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In 1623 over three thousand prisoners were brought
to the Solovetz concentration camp. The socialists and anarch-
ists, numbering about 300, were placed in the Savvatievo and
luksolm cloisters, 12 versts away from the main monastery. The
bulk of the prisoners, the common eriminals, the counter- revol-
utionists and profiteers were left in the Kremlin. Together
#ith the criminals were zlso imprisoned rebel peasants, workers
arrested for strikes, and others. In the Kremlin and the
adjacent houses and hostelries, which were preserved after the
fire, the administration, the keepers, the red army detachment
and the warious government departments and bureaus were quart-
ered. In utter darkness, one almost on top of the other, 2500
grisoners were jammed together. Large bunks were instslled
in the big church and more than a huncéred convicts were
wallowing there. Bven in the worst czarist prisons there
existed definite population linits for every cell; otherwise
life in prison could not last long. Here the authorities did
not even think of any such standards.

The spirit of old asiatic luscovy reizned here from
the very beginning, restored, it is true, from the opposite
end of the pole, amid altogether different surroundings. But
it is the same spirit. The crosses were removel from the
church steeples, the wslls of the churches were denuded, the

ikons were painted over, in place of the saints - portraits



of Lenin, Trotzky and Marx were drawn, and instead of texts

from the bible the mottces of the Russian C

nnunist Party
sppeared. Instead of vespers, the old bells now sound prison
signals. The old Monastery, which served as an atrocious prison
in former days, has now become altogether an inferno. The
prisoners live in the most intolersble conditions, amidst
terrible crowding, hunger, cold, and are forced to do hard
labor. Exposed in the summer to the constent winds ané the
mosquitoes end in the winter to icy storms and frost, the half-
neked, ragged, miserable prisoners, whose bodies are visible
through the holes in their tattered clothes, are compelled to
cut wood, to pull stumps, to male pich, to go fishing, and to
do the chores of the bath-house, the laundry, the cattle-yard,
ete.

The task system established by the cuthorities
imposes on each person an arount of labor which not even a
healthy, well-clothed and well-nourished man could ma;w.ge to
do in a day. It is clear that the emaciated, exhausted, half-
stoerved men are unable to complete their tasks. Then their
rations are cut down and they are punished in other ways,
transferred to the penul sguad and there pernitted neither
work nor open-air exercises, being kept on o half-ration,
conderned to slow death from exhaustion.

At the end of 1923 the church on the Sekirn Hill was
converted into a speciul prison for delinquents. Zven here,
in the Solovki, the Sekirn prison is un object of terror.

Downtrodden, crushed by fear, the priscners sent
to the Sckirn Hill would usually resist the transfer desper-

ately snd generclly would be teken therc bound hond and foot.



In the Sekirn gail, we are informed, ull the convicts are kept
in the church which is clmost never heated . Once a day they
receive warm food, twice - hot wuter, and one pound of bread
And nothing else. Life on Seiirn Hill became so insufiersbloe
that two or threec months after its establishment an epidemic

of suicides broke out smonz the prisoners, und cne after unother
mén were brought to the hospitol with their abdomens ripped

open with u knife.

In the Kremlin itseclf the remnunts of the old prison

preserved since times immemorisl were also being put to full
use. In the cellars of the thick, enormous wall surrounding the
monastery there still exist the dungeons of the days of Iven
the Terrible. These dungeons, known here as stone "bags", are
nothing but deep pits in the wull. The entrance into them is so
szall that one can erfect it only sidewise. The "bag" itself
is narrow, short, low. The inmate of such o "bag" cen move with
difficulty, sometimes he cannot even streteh himself fully.
Into these dungeons were put prisoners zuilty of some violation
of prison discipline. The term of confinement there wes long,
sometimes two to three wecks. Frequently the prisoner was forced
to strip almost naked, remsining, only in his underwesr. The
"bags" are infested with swarms of lice, rosches, bugs, etc
In Scptember, 1923, u commission headed by the

tehekist Feldman came to inspeet the cemp. It is being told

here that while on his tour of exsmination Feldman also
exurined the "bags". Neither he nor any other mcmber of the
cormission entercd uny of the "bags" - so strong was the stench
emanating from them. By wuy of & test o rug was thrown into

one of them, and when pulled out it wus entirely covered with
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vernin. The torture-chambers set up by Ivan the Terriblo Justif-
ied their trudition. It is true, Fcldmen, o former revolutionist,
wns aecording to report upset but very little. Howcver, he
ordered the "bugs" wbolished as punitive instruments, but the
resurrectors und iritutors of the period of Ivin the Terrible
rez:ined in their positions - masters of the lives and deaths

of hundrcd of prisoncrs. Instesd of being confined = compurut-
ively short term in the stonc "bugs", the prisoncrs ure doomed
to nuch longer terms in the Sckirn prison...

More thuin once the politicul prisoncrs heurd the cries
und mouns of beaten men compelled to lubor not only in the
doytime but also ut night. Summer and winter zll the prisonecrs
ure lined up for control in the Kremlin yard. Exheusted by long
and hard toil, they huve to stund in line, sometimes awciting

for several hours the urrivol of the keeper in charge or the

commundant to count them. This stunding in line, while exposed
to wind und rain, wus frequently srrunged solely for the purpose
of mockery und torture. Ho one would dare raise his veleo in
protest, u4s thut neant the stone "bug"
nude to the mosquitoes under
To cup it wll, capitul pu

-




higher officials, out of shecr lowc for the "art". The chief
of thc department, Nogtev, with his own hunds shct to death

a frec residcnt of Solovki who wus hiring ocut to do different

Jobs. Subsequently the assistant o

nt of thc first section,
Sukis, an unusuclly dull Lett, did all the cxecutions himself
2nd bonsted of his "work" before the prisoncrs and the

overseers.

Therc ace meny women prisoncrs in Solovetz, both

politicul and cri:

51. They form s varicgated & body as that

of the

¢ prison, corprising professionsl thaiecves, crooks

and prostitutes zlongsidc of victime of the revolution impris-

oncd for politicul "erimes" or even mercly "on suspicicn'.

The group contuinc persons

ilty of "bourgcois origin" aund
nurerous students who took purt in political protests. All
these women were huddled together in the so-called "femule
barrack". They are completcly in the power of the Sclovetz
saministration. They are forced to become the concubines -
first, of the higher officials, then of the chicf inspectors,
and gradually lower down to the pettiest officcr. By degrees
they are bercft of &ll human semblance, ore infected with
veneresl disesses,- =nd the "fenmole barrack" is turned into
2 verituble inferno. The toars, hysteries of the worn-out
victins of the Solovetz system mingle with the course lunguuige

and vulgar oaths of the old-time eriminals and prostitutes...

Even some of the prison keepers consider guard duty in the
barrack as most teying. Avong the wonen there is much insanity

and c11 fo of disessc. Those thut strugcle and seck to

dcfend their chestity are hernessed with hard labors punished

with the dungeon, wnd so forth. Lust winter, when u wonan
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confined in the dunze on becarme hysterical and not being able
to bear any longer the torrents, bezan to ery, weep, break
window-penes, the soldier on guard simply shot her.
Characteristic is the personnel of the administration
of Solovetz, as well as of the other northern camps and pris-
one. With a few exceptions, all the officials are themselves
prisoners. The guards, the office force, the majority even
of the higher officials are selected from the inmates. The
outside posts are held by & special detachment of the red
army. Simple peasant youths could not practice that system 6!
continuous human torture, such as has been established 1n
Solovetz and the other northern camps. For this pnrpou are
needed speciel men, deprived of all that is human, nen AT
consciousness and without mercy. Such a body is r:crultcd by

v2okte
the administretion from among the uonviotl The loggcrl eagﬁ
ryloutd - b

sent to
ity th

Solovki to serve sentences. !helf eﬂminuf"rnng:“ f’: !

va.
privileges, they serve in tn’ ??}"1’,'.‘ H“!M’i“
conviets. Frequently their 3“4.11"

favors conferred Bpon,
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Dear friend!

I wanted to write you this letter 6 or 7 months ago,
as soon as the first news of the December events on the Solovetz
Islends reached me. I did not write because it is painful to
speck of that subjeet and becsuse it is somehow not customary
to occupy the sttention of one’s comrades with prison affairs.

But months have passed ulready,- extraordinary,
unforgettable "Solovetz" months,- and I feel that I must vicate
the old prison traditions and write to you - ery out! - sbout
Solovki, to you personslly, intimetely, as I would write to
no "organ" or "organization" ... I must do this because I feel
almost with my physical scnses the inevitability of a repetit-
ion of"Decomber 107, which is being intensively prepsred by
the "G.P.U." andvhich will unuvoidably occur upon the closing
of nevigation 1 ... if the Solovki continue to exi

elist, workers’ Furope does not mwm ‘povertt
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I want %o tell you of the neiz ang
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decisive faotor eorcecled
pebind the comorcte detalls, which forma St presest the “soul*
of the Solovet:z problen.

Tais "Zain factor® 1s the hard and bitter conseiousness
of one’s morcl isolation,- & secse of some frightral airleas
space surrounding the Russisn prisons and the Solovets Tslande
especially,~ und this just at o period wher the Jovernment has
passed from “words to deeds”, from the politieal deatruction
of our parties to the physicsl annibilation of the soeislists.

This comylete isolstion of the “osts gea of the
Second Internationsl® is felt with equal keenness by both aides,
and it det es the basie ©of their tactios: on the
one side - the tectics of the last line of defence, zacked by
trogic episodes; on the other side - the cyniosl and oruel

tactios of tho sure of « Tithout
teking into sccount this “"main factor®, it is difficult to
the hopel tungle.
It is difficult to understen how
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The bolsheviks ure laughing. They are. liughing oynie-

the tragedy ...

ally, confidently, una aggressively, in biz cnd small deeds.

In this lies the murdercusness of the Solovetz problem. In this |
impudent 2nd provocation loughter I sense the inevitebility

of a new tragedy.

Dear friend! I would be very sorry for nyself and my
comrades if you understood my letter simply as ¢ human ery,
"Bave!" Such sounds do not exist in my soul; neither do they
rise in the hearts of our friends. If it were only a questicn :
of humun lives - this letter of mine would not ‘e written. !
You know as well as I that the prisoners will firmly, under 1
all circumstances, drink their cup to the end. Somehow they
will get over their personacl suffering; somehow they will bear 1
the puin or their individuul losses and they will not drop
the banner ... ¢ ‘

But what about the politicul side of oungenlaiousnpu?
How is it possible to drive out of one’s mind the fact thut
the Solovetz tragedy is not a trnseﬂy ‘of individual, m“&to !
persons, thut it concerns an integral part of the most powerful il
Workers® Internationsl in the world? And why does th“ htgynn- j
§i 1 keep silent when it dare not politically be u.lq.n“ X 1
It is this pouuotl, M pqmu}‘ isolution thot
kel thl hughtu‘ of our ononhl,
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Eieiliation and every fresh victin would serve as s mew weapon
in the hands of the working class ! ...

Dear friend! It is especially aifficult for ze to
Eite in this mamner to you. I should not like you oriany bf
our friends to find in my words a personal rebuke for "inact-
iyity". That was not my intention, end I would have mo right
to it.

Let this letter of mine, written to you personally,
be a "spiritual commentary" to those data which have been sent
to you from the Solovki. And no more. Without it, you might

not have realized the new nisfortunes that are threatening

which I, knowing but too closely the tec: que of the internal

relations existing there, can sec.

Ir these very days perhaps the last forced struggle
for the abolition of the Solovki as & place of exile has
already begun Shone. i

But I will end here.

Lat my deep fear for the fate of our common friends,
let my bitterness over the non-existing "international sclidar-
ity" and my deep friendship for and great confidence in you
personelly, dear friend, serve as Jjustification for this letter.

(Signature)

September 8, 1924.

1) The writer’s premonition came true. Three weeks later,October
38,1924, a hunger-stri-ke of more than 200 political prisoners
broke out on the Soloveiz Islands. The strike lasted 14 days,
bringing many almost to the point of death. Even in the 5
history of Russia, so rich with political precedent. 0f course
not a word of the event was permitted to be published in ,’
Russia. Public opinion in Western Europe and America was 1
hardly aware of the heroic struggle going on near the Arctic
Citele. r\
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. 1)
ORDER OF THE CONMANDANT OF SECTION TWO.

2. Open-air exercises of any kind in the evening as well as
et night, such as it has been practiced heretofore, is to be
stopped for political prisoners, and is permitted by me from O
o’clock in the morning to 6 in the evening, after which hour
being out in the open is prohibited, with the exception of
individuale passing from one building to another because of
personal reasons. This paragraph is to be punctiliously end
unalterablycunried out, and is to be announced &t the roll-call

to the committee of elde of the political priscners for comm-

unication to the political prisoners and for the regulation of
this guestion with them. In the event of any conflicts arising
from the non-execution and violation of this order by the
political prisoners, and of all possible consequences of the
execution by the administration of the present order, all the
responsibility rests with the committee of elders.

Authority: The order of the Central "G.P.U." and of
the Department of the Northern Concentration Camps of the
"G.P.U.", of December 13, 1923, No.257. A

(signed) Commendant of Section Two
ROSTNTHAL
December 19, 1923.

1) Puragraph 1 of this order dealt with the question of turning
off ghopalautnio light in the camp at midnight.
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A(;T No.5. RECORD OF AUTOPSY OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED.

On December 19, I, the director of the sanitary section
of the Department of the Northern Concentration Camps of the
"@.P.U." was invited by the Chief of the Department of the
Northern Canps to come to Section Two (Savvatievo) for the
purpose Of examining the killed and wounded political prisoners.
The exazmination was performed in the presence of the assistant-
physician of Section Two, Kriutchkov, and of A.Popov, & physic-
ien from emong the political prisoners, our findings being:

Five persons killed, as follows

1. The political prisoner George Trifonovitch Kaetehor -
ovsky, aged 27, a resident of the town of Kemenetz-Podolsk, a
member of the former gentry, had a wound in the right hand,
four fingers being torn off, of which the index. finger was
completely severed and the remaining three dangling from the
tendons. There was & bullet-hole in the upper part of the
pelvis-bone on the right and a hole through which the bullet
passed out in the region of the loins about three centimeters
to the right of the spine, with ragged edges five centimeters
in circumference. There was a blind bullet-hole in the middle
of the left buttock. There was a bullet-hole in the upper
third section of the thigh-bone of the left limb and a hole
through which the bullet passed out in the front part of the
upper third section, seven centimeters large externally. The
edges of the wound were rogged. Desth followed half an hour
after the wounding from loss of blood end internal hemmorhage.
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2. The politieal brisoner Gavril Andreievitch Bilima-
Pasternsk, aged 27, a native of the city of Warsaw, o student,
had a bullet-hole in the rear under the right shoulder- blade,
three centimeters wide. The bullet passed out from the front,
between the third ang fourth ribs on the right side, on the
line of the nipple, muking a hole of four centimeters, the
edges of the wound being regged. Death followed forty minutes
atter the wounding, from hemmorhage of the lungs.

3. The politieal prisoner Meyer Moisseyevitch Gorelik,
aged 26, from the city of Berdiensk, the province of Taurida,
the son of o farner, had a bullet-hole in the rear of the
right side of the external end of the shoulder-blade and o
hole through which the bullet passed out from the front, under
the collar-bone, at the level of the first and second ribs,
hear the shoulder, with ragged esdges four centimeters wide.

Death followed two minutes after the wounding from the hemmorh-
ege of an artery below the skin.

4. The political prisoner Elisabeth Ivanovna Kotova,
aged 25, had a bullet-hole in the right side of the neck, in
the resr, und a hole through which the bullet passed out, in
the left side of the neck, four centimeters wide. There was en
open wound under the left collar-bone and in the region of the
left joint of the shoulder, the shoulder-bone being injured.
Death followed instantaneously from injury to the "sleeping"
artery.

6. The political prisoner Natalia Atmoldovna Bauer, agsd‘
82, from the city of lioscow, the daughter of a physician, had
& bullet-hole on the left exillary line, between the ninth and
tenth ribs, and & hole through which the bullet passed out 7

from the front, below the bresthing region, four centimeters
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wide, pieces of the liver protruding from the wound. Dewth
followed hulf &n hour sfter the wounding from internal hemmorh-
age and injury to the liver.

Three persons were wounded. At the dressing of the
wounds it was found:

1. The political prisoner George Emunuilovitch Shik,
sged 31, & citizen of the town of Tisk, of the Kuban Territory,
had a bullet-hole in the rear,im the lower third section of
the right rib and & hole through which the bullet passed out
in the front of the same section of the rib. The latter hole
was ragged, ten centimeters wide.

2. The political prisoner Vsevolod Ivanovitch Popov,
aged 26, the son of a priest, from the province of Voronezh,
had a bullet-hole in the middle third part of the right fore-
shoulder, three centimeters in size, and a hole through which
the bullet passed out from the internal side of the tox‘e-

shoulder, in the rear, twelve centimeters in size Iﬁ the

front of the lower third part of the foreshou).dar,

T
Qeq of Yekst.rlnoahv,
right shoulder, in the
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W THE OENTAR, SERGET HOROZ0V, born in prison,spent § years in prison end penal
SeFvitude under Czar, Kept under death sentence together with 11 comrades by
Soviet Government after trial of Sooialist R sts in 1922,

\lotds in Woseow prison by sevoring voins with piscs of glass Desember 21,1923,
Aftor his death Soviet the death of his comrads

¥ 5 yoars A-;zgun—m.
L. JORIS ZEITLINGBatursky, sootal-democratic leador,died of typhus in the Vitebsk
Prison, His sister, Natalia Bauer, killed at the Solovets Islands on December T
123, His two brothers still in soviet exile,
% DAVID OGAN, known as the "Little Ohristé, editor of Anarchist publications,
ATested in 1921, Myst, lost in the prison,
3. MRIS KAMKOV, leader of loft socialist Revolutionists, intimete friend of

4 Spiridonova, in prism snd exile since 1921,
4 v KOROBKOV, Odessa labour lemdor, spent 8 years in penal servitude
3.2 Ozar, Has tubotoulosis. Now at Solovots Islands. Social demoqres.
¢ IORIS "SAPER, student, social-democrat, now on Solovets Tslands.3s yours o1d.
1y WA KRASNIANSKATA, sooial-demoorat since 1901, has tuberoulosis, eutiuet
7, '0oalled Susdal Bastille,
0au® YAKUBSON, student, sooial-democrat, now on Solovets Iolands,
8 BN, gtugent, social-democrat, 23 years old, now on Soloveds Islands,
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Peshkova, Kuznetzky 16, Moscow,Ll)

Conmunicate guardedly to relatives nares of five
killed: Gearge Katclorovsky Flizabeth Kotova, Natalia Bauer,
Heyer Gorelik, Gayril Bilime-Pasternak and of wounded - none

mortally: Vsevolod Popov, George Shik, Leonid Lebedev, Rensining

are well.

December 21, 1923 Committee of ElderB:IVANITZKY, KUSHIN.

Iv.
Pesnkova, Kuznetzky 16, Moscow.

Wounded Vsevolod Popov expired the fourth. Communicate
guardedly to relatives.

January 13, 1923. Elder IVANITZKY.

V.
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Justice, to inquire into the events of December 19, 1923. The
commission has deciced to invite for exemination two represent-
atives of the political prisoners for the purpose of the complete
clarification of the event. In comnection with the departure
tomorrow of a rowboat carrying mail, I must be urgently informed
if the community of the political prisoners,after taking into
consideration the natural difficulties of despatching their
representatives by rowboat, 2gree to do so0, in order to enable
me to dispose in time of the mail baggage ready for shipment.

I expect a reply by six o’clock. d

January 17, 1924. 3.40 p.m. Acting Chief of the Department

TICHMANS.
Delivered by Bazmachov.
Received by Ivanov, of Section Iwo,]

Supply Department.

VI,

5 To the t of Section Two,Comrade Bashmakov.

Two, in commection with the permission recei:
' for me or for the Chief of the Department to




~ BB &

of the political prisoners, since it cannot accomodate nol-;t

than two passengers.

Acting Chief of the Department,
EICHMANS.

Jenuary, 17, 9.50 p.m.

VII.

Telegran. To the Presidium of the Central Executive

Committee of the Union M o s ¢ o w.

Agree sending (representatives) to Moscow on condition
fepresentatives of Prisoners’ Relief and of Socialist Internat-
ional be admitted to participate in inquiry. Reasons stated in
mfued declaration.

‘,‘f‘ For the Socialist prisomers,

A. IVANITZKY
V.BOGDANOV

'~ Spviet Republics. :
P that wo 40 not kndw tue 38

i




and remains the same towards the second act of the comedy of
investigation now stazed by the Comrission of the Central
Bxecuti ve Committee of the Union. On the contrary, the short
intervel dividing us from the date of the aforementioned
comnunication has been replete with acts of provocation, with
the aggressive expansion of the Nogtev regime, and with such
acts of power-intoxication as threats to discontinue official
relatione between the administration of the northern camps and
our ccmmunity, end can only serve to confirm more than ever
the correctnes of our view of the past event and af its overt
: end covert causes.
Inclosure: Copy of declaration of December 20, 1923,
to the Commission of Inquiry intc the Events of December 19.

Appointed by the Department of the Northern Concentration

 Ceamps.
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. Tp the Acting Chief of the Department of the liox?hgm

B AR

¢ &ieﬁ” ‘with the case of Eis“&n&éiiﬂ‘&f D

 that we do not kaor tﬁ?"i&aﬂun ot any o




The occasions when most of the social- democratic

exiles of the Minusinski district, including Vladimir Ilyiteh
ylisnov, would gather st a fized place were great holidays for
us. Usually these gotherings would be held either at Minusinsk...

1%

Ulienov, where his bride, N.K. Krupskaya, who later became his

; or in the village of Shushinskoe, the place of exile of V
| vife, was visiting hin...

1 I saw Vladimir Ilyitch for the first time at the end
of 1898, in Minusinsk , where we met to spend gaily a few days

in & intimate comradely circle and té welcome the New Year.

I shell not enter into details as to how we spent the .
| time in Minusinsk, but I do want to call the attention of the
' reeder to the character of V.I. Ulienov whom I wes able to
appraise sufficiently even then - during the few days of living :
vith hin under the same roof. All my conceptions of him as &
"general", as a supercilious, esrrogant and harsh person, vanished
efter the first moments of our acquaintance...

It seems to me that in addition to the ideological

motives of his
llyiteh was by
¥hen he was in

end pagsion in

aggressive, revolutionary activity. Vledimir
nature u tireless sportsman ... In his younger days.
exile, he would engage with extreordinary zeal

all kinds of sports.

1) This account of how Lenin (Vladimir Ilyitch Ulianov) lived f

: in his Siberian exile under the Romanov regime 1: teken from
P.N.Lepeshinsky’s book "Na Povorote", published in Petrograd :
in 1922 by the "Commission on the History of the November

~ Revolution and the Russian Communist Party".Lepeshinsky ¥

is a veteran bolshevik. We believe that this marrative forms

striking and self-explanatory contrast to the letters of

the political prisomers of the Solovetz Islands.
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The whole company would, for instance, go out skating
ypon the smooth ice and take a swing about the frozen river.
The excited and riotous Ilyitch would be there first, calling
challengingly: "Hey, there! Who will race me?" And several
pairs of legs would fly off and away into space. Ilyitch woula
leed them all, exerting his will-power, the strength of his
muscles, to the limit.

Or, for Instance, our amateur huntess would gather to
have some fun with shotguns. The best hunters among us were
Kurnatovsky and Starkov. As regards Ilyitch, he was a master in
the art of taking foul aim. But how could he possibly remain
behind and finish among the last? No, indeed! And if Starkov
covered twenty versts, Ilyitch would actually run across
hillocks and swamps forty versts, driven by the hope of sniping
some st;xpid bird which would permit him to approach closely
enough to enable this unlucky hunter to strike the vietim...

The few days of our Minusinsk getherings would fly
by. A game of chess, gay chatter, discussions, promenading,

- then again chess, and for diversion sometimes chorus singing.

. must, however, be emphasized that singing ‘Wnﬂu least

- of our program. I have already spoken of Starkov’s ability at

- organizing e chorus. But Vladimir Ilyitch introduced into our

";auusomonts a certain zeal and fresh viulig,, When it

to our ordinary repertoire, he would gbﬂlﬁi “!{Q& f!b the

1 with *Oh, my poor lot!’ (a melancholy song favoured by
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peraphernalia making up the decorstion of the traditional Christmas—
tree. It was her mother that planned the tree.

"Nadejde Konstantinovna, what do you want with all
this rubbish?' I asked. i
"It is for the village children”, she answered simply
and put me to work at once drawing and cutting little animals
out of cardboard. She was as happy as & child imagining the
Jjoyous light in the blue eyes of her little guests when the

magic sight of beautiful illuminated tree would be revealed !

before them ...

The last winter of our three-year term of exile passed g
swiftly. After two months of severe Siberian cold, with the
temperature between 40 and 50 degrees Reaumur, I once, in the
middle of February, ceme out in the morning to discover to my
satisfaction that a thaw had set in. The last day of our exile,

at the end of February, was approaching... All around us were

Joyous, happy, agitated faces. Everybody was full of lively

activity preparating for the long trip.
ﬁ | Vleainir Ilyitch seemed to be the busi
‘hustling everybody. The pleasent dveanms of
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THZ PRISON WITHOUT BARS, (See psge ©3)

Diagrem of the "G,P.U," Prison on the Gorohoveys
Street in Petrograd, Drawn by Shebalin. All the Cells Face |
Inner Corridors, None of the Cells Have Windoes, The Prieo’
Are listed According to the N}mber of the Cell:

14,
18,
22,
24,
28,
29,
31.
32.
35,
39,
41,

L.Shatzky, Socialist-Revolutionist

D,Seper, Socislist-Revolutionist

Milov, Socialist Revolutionist i
M,Dzen, Sister of the Socinlist-Revolutionist '
zernitsky, Socialist-Revolutionist i
¥,A,Shabalin(¥ Nicholaiev) Left Socislist Rev0" T
Dobroliubov , Anarchist,

Stilmenov, Soecielist- Revolutionist.
Kolobushkin, Anarchist,

L.Bogdanov, Left Socislist-Revolutionist.

), Beresnev, Left Soeialist- Revolutioniste



Soup, prepared from dricd herring,

THE PRISON WITHOUT B ARS.

One wants to believe that this letter will reach you.
But to believe is one thing, and to overcome all the infernal
@ifficulties,- the bayonets, theisolation of my cell, the sharp
eye of the prison cerberus, the searches, snd the many other
extraordinary police measures,- is an other thing.

Do not forget that I am writing this from a torture-
chamber, in comparison with which the Russian bastilles-
Schluesselburg and Petropavlosk, in the dungeons of which T
languished in the old days as a "statecriminal”, pale in their
regime and in their special measures.

I will take the liberty of describing briefly the
arrangenent and regime of the "prison without bars', and to
cite some facts which, it seems to me, cry toheaven.

There sce two buildings for genmeral prisoners and
two for solitary confinement. The latter deserves telling about.
In & room covering 085 square feet, in the first building,

29 cells have been built. Jach cell is 5 and o hulf feet long
and 3 and a quarter feet wide. liore than half of the cell is
occupied by a bunk and & little table. This is c1l the furnit-

ure, except & dull little electric bulb, of about five cencdle-

)

X

power, right under the ceiling. Nothing else. No windows. No

matresses, no quilts, no pillows, the prisoners slecp on bare
bunks in thecold rooms. The doors of the cells are locked day
end night. Here everything is forbidden: open-air exercise,
conversation, reading, etc. It ig permitted only to treathe
the poisonous uir, to eat during the day two littile bowls of
deink three cups of hot water =R Ry
whith a teaspoontul ©of granuloted
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sugar. And thet is all. Incidentally, the first building is
considered the better. I spent only four days there.
In the second building there are the "coolers" and the
so-celled cork-cells. The former are simple. There are windows
in them but without glass. The "coolers" where people spend
weeks in terrible contortions, partly due to the undernourish -
mnt, are provided in order to "starve out" the prisoners’'"heresy".
The cork-cells are the acme af prison craft. The walls,
floor, ceiling and door are inlaid with cork. There are no
windows, no bed. The "furniture" is like of the first building.
There are only 2 "cork-cclls".(I was confined in one of them. ‘
The cork-colls are regarded as the most "terrible" and isolated |

of all.) I am more ani more convinced that it is emough to spend

3 or 4 months in a cork-cell in order to become & physical wreck
The sbsence of natural light, (in mines horses go blind!) of
fresh usir, walks, a bed, snd the meaZer nourishment, the absence
of a chenge of underwear, the cold and the dampness! One must

843 the bun on books, the wealth of huge spiders, bugs, mice

and other "creatures". The confinsment becomes difficult to bear.
One of the walls of "my" cork-cell is saturated with
. stinking fluid, & toilet is directly sbove it. ;{; ik
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whose identity I did not know, who shrieked all the time in an
unhuman voice, stamping his feet and beating his head against ‘
the wall for hours st a stretch. I did not know who he was und

why he was jailed, whether he was insune or was only simulating,

but I did know that it was a humab being beating his head
against & wall snd in spite of myself I would think that any
moment the‘wuu nmight be covered with human brains...

E.Litvinova, a member of the left socialist revolution-
ist party, was put into "cooler" No.10, to "sturve out" her
purty loyslty. This was in Harch, when the cold in Petrograd
was 19 degrees below zero. She wore a shubby sutumn cost. She =
was doubled up in convulsions from the cold, und contracted a ;
dull cough which resounded throughout the building. She spent :
a weck in the "cooler". The fchekists observed thut the heregy
wus not driven out of her, while her health was growing constantl
worss. They transferred her to another cell.

But there are also other mesns of "influence" being
employed here. At first they put a young man into cork-cell
No.l, a worker of the Putilov plsnt by the name of bisha. He

related thut the investigator conducted the inquiry with ...

a block of wood. . & of ‘aug
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wes aGain called before investigator Mihailov, one of the chief
ngeientists’.

Scenee of o different kind are being staged here for
political "sanitation". Thus, there was arrested on April 1 the
sailor Yakovenko, the associate chairman of the Kronstadt Revol-
utionary Committee during the uprising of 1921, who came from
Finnland to Petrograd to organize the revolutionary activities.
Together with Yakovenko, another rebel, Petrov, was arrested; the
latter, afraid of the "torture-chamber", betrayed all and entered
the service of the "Toheka'.

The investigators "bothered" with Yakovenko fifteen <
hours deily, they strove to extort a "confession" from him and ;
a written eppesl by him to the rebels to return to Lenin's
kingdom. The authorities promised in sdwence to pardon the
rebels for all their secret and open sins. The 'a.mneaty" ot 1921
was agein dragged out from the archive, and in the name of 1
communist honour they swore thut they would carcy M‘. out p\znutil-
1cualy. ol g ]

Yakoverko was not caught on this hook. Indud, 1t wnla

5 A
hlvo been criminal on his part to become o bolshovut aﬂvoutl.
“Bm, .;uilte
!ha "Tcheka" would mete out 1ta pnniahmont z-oglx-ale of any
s were in u.-!wm ut th

When Yukovenko oatagoriunlly refused t ,luAv lym 4
And, t den ‘ th ée;n Musah 7, efteR Glaehs hult
¢, the "experts" o e loyayas ¢
G 5 inprino
n wus 1
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face of the imprisoned revolutionist.
When this disgusting comedy ended, the tchekists said
to him: "You see now, that the mass of the people, the lower
classes, were ageinst the revolt."
The bolsheviks have forgotten the revoluticnary magnan-
imity with which the rebels treated the arrosted comnissars. ‘
In recognition of this magnenimity, they hand-cuffed
Yakovenko upon his arrest. In eddition to Yakovenko, therce are i
£wo more members of the Revolutionary Committee in prison,Xupolov

at the Gorohovaya and Aprchipov at the Special Section of the

Cheka on Italiansky Street.

A certain Danilov occupied the cork-cell before me.
Why he was arrested I do not know. But he left traces of his
painful suffering on the wall. Together with him his family was

arrested - the wife and son. The latter was 1 year and 2 month;

\
;
|
old. The unfortunate father inscribed on the wull this heart- \
rending cry: "My boy Kolys, sged 1 year and 2 months, is under \

- what for?"

arrest. He is suffering

But "tho boy Kolye" wus not & yioncer. A lurge number
of such "conspirutors" huve been imprisoned before him, guilty
of being the children of futhers who were in disfuvour at the
Krenlin...

And so, my dear ones, on March 7, ufter slmost hulf a

yeur of frecdom, I was sgain imprisoned. You know thst the six
months of frecdom Wepe bought st o high price - through an escapd

from the Centrol Penul Prison of Orel where I lunded ufter the

fumous beuting of the socizlists und sngrchists in the Butyrka,

in the nizht of 4pril 26.
I know thut the "Toheka" would cruclly nvenge the slap
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which I inflicted by oscaping from the model prison of Djerjinsky
which has preserved sll the worst features of the Czar’s regime
and added all the "best" of the communist. On guacd there Like

a faithful dog, stands the scoundrel Saat, the former assistant
warden of the Yaroslavl Penal Prison, robbing the prisoners. The
whole flock of Jailers formerly served the Czar. Several days
before my escape one of our comrades declared to the assistant
warden Sokolov, formerly & czarist jailor end now & coxmunist
"When will you stop tormenting us. There is only one thing left
to do - either to smash one’s head against the wall or to

escape from here oven at a risk."

The enswer of the little satrap was classical. It could
serve as an ornament for the history of the Russian Communist
Party: "You are not forbidden to smash your head here", said
Sokolov, "but as to escaping... one is either taken to the

morzue from here or set free by order."

les of the

kaye 22, where pact of the printing type and s:
passport buresu wese kept,(there were 360 samples of one of the
provincial cities), I mede my next attempt-to escepe.Seizing my
cap, I jumped cut of the house Jjust as I was, without en overcoat
A nunt was started for me ot once, I fell in the yard and was f
caught, but tore myself away and continued to run. This time,
however, fortune did not favour me. My hea t failed. I fell on
the street. The tchekists pounced upon me like vultures. They
emphacized their victory by a blow with the butt of & pistol
B back. They picked me up. Two cold mizzles were put ageinst
By temples. I was led to the automobile...

"Ave there any henc-cuffs in the automobile? one

Chekist inquir-d of the other. "No", wos the answer.
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I was asked some questions, threatened, but I heard
nothing. I wes pained to the Gepth of my soul and, speeking
frankly, was sorry ut the moment that they d4id not shoot me. I
wes pained because I, an old revolutionist, had to become
unwittingly the betrayer of our best organizations, s I had
then in my pockets & lot of secret addresses, most of which were
not in code. It was painful... The comrades might forgive me
if I were dead...

Especielly since I was staking everything, I thought
that either I would be killed at the attempt to escape or that I
would egein, as & loyal soldier of the revolution and the party,
be at my revolutionary post, continuing the work under the
unbearably difficult conditions. Something else hsppened... I
was teken prisoner slive... In the automobile I had a "breathing-
spell" as the tchekists were also fatigued. I utilized this to
destroy the addresses. Stuffing my mouth with pep.er, I chewed
herd.

The tchekists noticed it. One of them szid tc the other: ;
"He must have taken poison".

"Well, he can go to the devil", was the enswer.

I swallowed part of the paper and the other part I
expectorated. Only then they understood that I did not take
Poion, but was sating documents. They threw themselves upon me,
forcing open my mouth, but it was already teo late.

I bresthed freely.

gtant But finslly the fellows rested, the sutomobile started.

Then they bezan to "woek". With one blow the cap was struck from

head. I was beaten wit! the butt of a revolver over the hands
98 limbs, my firgers still hurt me, ani in the first days it was |
cult to hold a spoon. But thut wes not enough for the saaists
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They subjected me to real torture... It is dreadful to recall...
They tortured my eyes... und sexual orgens... I lost consei-
ousness... When I felt the first blow, I firmly resolved not

to emit a single sound, a single groan. And biting my lips hard,
I kept silent. My grave-like silence was taken as a sien of
"weak pressure®. The latter was increased... Agsin I lost conmsci-
ousness. When I caue to myself, blood was streaming from my nose

and left cliesk.

"Why did you make him bleed?" one tchekist asked the
other, "@ as I have done, it causes pein but there is no blood."

Finally I was dragzged into the commandant’s office, on
the Gorohovaya 2. I could neither stand nor sit. There was a
row of chairs near the wall. I lay down. Blood was streaming
from my throat. But the assistant com:andant on duty kicked me
off with his foot, declaring that it was not permitted to lie
there. In the keepers’ room, during the personal search, I again
lost consciousness for a short while.

I was taken before the investigator, but refused to
answer, except that I was u member of the party of the left
socialist-revolutionists. Frcm the investigator I was taken to
the cork-cell.

Three days later the chief of the prosecuting department
Piukenen, czlled me out. There were present a whole sguad of
spies snd sgents-provocaturs to recoznize me but seeing the
marks of torture on my face, he gave up the exzmination. He '
granted me a "fuvor' snd trunsferred me from the cork-cell to
the first building. Four days later I was again called before ]
the prosecutor, but I categoricclly declared that I aid not want ‘
to tolk with the representatives of the resurrected Inguisition.

#You will learn to talk and acguire the desire for it
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in the cork-cell', the investigator answere’, and I was placed
in the cork-cell, where I still am to-day. I am physicelly
worn-out and fecl that if I should spend snother 3 or 4 months
in the cork-cell, without light, I will go altogether blind

liy dear ones. Soon it will be the First of May. Our
great holiday. On that glorious day, following the exam.le of
former years spent in prisons, I will declere a hunger-strike
as a protest aguinst the comuunist violence and torture-chembers
in which I am spending my fourth First of May. Thet day add my
voice too to the hymn of the toilers seeking their emancipation
from the paws of capitulism und violence, regardless of the
nemes and flags under which they msy be disguised....

Good bye, until better deys, many kisses.

Petrograd, Gorohovays 2, the Cork-cell.

1)
April 9, 1022.

I. A. SHABALIN

(11.V.Nikolayev)

1) Five days nfter this letter was written, on April 14,
I.A.Shebalin, tozether with three othe.inmates of the
Gorohovays prison, A.Sokolovae, E.Litvinova, D.Saper, was
tuken under special convoy to loscow. On the way, fifty
versts from loseow, Shabelin threw himself out of the window
of his pailway carrioge. The train was going at full speed.
It was stopped, and the tchekists opened fire in all direct-
ions. The fugitive, one oi his arme broken, suffering from
Seversl minor injuries, in an exhausted condition mansged,
however, to clude the hunters and to reach safety. All the
efforts of the "G.P.U." to locute him have been futile
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"REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE'."’

; Oitizen Kursky! In April of this year, after each of us
;&a spent from 8 to 14 months in prison, we were indicted for
‘belonging to the socialist- revolutionist party and for being
active in it. In Nay we were sentenced by the "G.P.U." to
administrative exile ‘for two years into the remote pacts of
Russia.

We refused to sccept this sentence, demanding, on the
basis of the decree of the Central Fxecutive Committee of the
Union of February 6, of this year, either freedom or an open
trisl of the churges made against us.

A You know as well as we that Article & of the decree of
Iha Central Executive Committee of February 6, categoricelly
declares that "from now on all c¢sses of offences ageinst the
Soviet regime or any violation of the laws of the Russian
Socialist Federative Soviet Republic are subject exlusively to
Judicial procedure by the revolutionary tribunels or the
people’s courts, according to their character'.(No.30 of the
"Tzvestia" of Februsry 8, 1923.) This decree, having been passed
by the highest legislative organ of the Russien Socielist
Federative Soviet Republic, is a law, the observgnce of which,
it would seen, should first of sll be the duty of the officials
of the Soviet Republic.
Nevertheless, the "G.P.U." which hes taken the place

) On the opposite page is o facsimile of this letter.In the

B e bt

ive Soviet Republic, Citizen Kursky". This document is pertic

k¥ 5, tvo~Kazchorovsky
~ ulapy evorthy because of the four signers, tw
I and ‘l!ilzg;nnPasternakm subsequently lost their lives én fgzs
slaughter of Decomber 19,1923, oa the Solovets Islands. (S

Pavt One.)
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ence began, without any participation of tne Judicial organs

to mete out punishment to the Political opponents of the exigting
government = the socialists ana snerchists - sending them by the
geore and the hundred into administrative exile.

In passing its sentences, the "G.P.U.® paid so little
sttention to the decree of the Centrel Executive Committes of
February 6, that to the very last it meted out its punishments
without open trial, without even considering it necessary to
obtain the approval of eny of the highest organs of the Governe
ment.

Only after we, the undersigned, declared our refusal to
go into exile, the "G.P.U.", for the first time, attempted post
factum to legelize its lawless order by 2applying to the Presidium
of the Central Executive Committee.

At first tpa "G.P.U.", through the mouth of its repre-
sentative, Mr.Gertzman, endeavvired to persuade us of the futility
of resistence. "I am surprised at your not proceeding inte exile,"
e said to us on May 11, in the office of the prison on Kisselay
Alley. "We shall not hand your ceses over to the courts anywey.
#nd you will remein in prison, perhaps for three years longer.
The Presidium of the Central Executive Committee permits us to
keep you in prigom until the conclusion of the investigation,
aud we cen drag out the investigation as long as we please." In
Peply to our remark that exile violates the laws of the Soviet
Republic, Gertzmen seid: "Once the Presidium of the Cemtral
Executive Committee spprovesit = end this it will do - it is
lowtul. The Presidium cen do enything. If it orders the "B.P.U."

"
%0 Bhoot helf of Moscow's population, vo shall execute it.
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The prediction of Mnr. Gertzmen came true. On May 19, the
presidiun of the Central Executive Committee sectioned the sentence
of the "G:P-U." concerning our exile. But this aid mot comvince us
of the 10gality either of the sentence or of the sanction, since
there 18 10t a word in the decree of the Contrel Executive Committes
of February 6, about the right of the Presicium of the Central
pxecutive Committee to permit repressive messures without trial.

In view of all this, Citizen Kursky, we decided to appeal
to you for en explanation! You, the People’s Commissar of Justice,
sre charged by Article 9 of the aforeentioned decres with the
general control of the executdon of feticle 8 of the decree, and
therefore it is up to you, first of all, to defend the unprotected
citizens and to take to account such officinls who permit them-
selves to violate the rights guarenteed by this article.

We asked you, in our declaration of Mey 23, 1922, it
there wes any decree of the Gentrel Executive Committee endowing
the "G.P.U." with the right of applying repressive measures without
open trial end empowering the Presidium of the Centrel Executive
Committee to sanction such measures. What was your answer® The
text of your communication of June 8, No.1304/6562, announced to
Us by the chief warden of the Taganka Prison, reeds as follows:
'The exile ... from Moscow was ordered by the "G.P.U." with the
consent of the Presidium of the Gentral Executive Committee of May
19, of this year. Therefore it is lawful."

In this mamner, you, the Procurator of the Republic, the
SUpreme guardian of the law, openly declared your solidarity with
the agent of the "G.P.U " in the interpretation of "revolutionary
Justice", pecognizing, first, that in the Russien Soviet Republic
Pulishment yithout triel is still considered lewful and second,
that any deopes (on peper!) of tre highest legislative imstitution



of the Republic cen be violated frecly by an inferior organ sueh
25 the Presidium of the Central Ixscutive Committee.

We personelly knew this before, but we wanted to have
confirmation of this truth from your "suthoritative" mouth. This
we have secured. It is now clear to everybody that while
despatehing with one hend memorenda to the Entente Powers cont=
aining sworn essurances about the sbolition of repressive measurc
without trial (No.66, "Izvestia® of March 23,1922), the Soviet
government, or more correctly the Central Committee of the
Russian Communist Party = this real, unlike the shadowy Central
frecutive Committee of the Soviets, legislative organ of the
Russian Soviet Republic- continues with the other hand sentencing
without trial socialists and enarchists.

The Czar’s goverament, abolishing eourt trials and
introgucing the system of sdministrative exils for socialists,
hed epenly published thet fact. But you, hypocritically talking
about revolutionary justice, in your cowardice keep your extre~
ordinary laws egeinst socialists concealed in the depths of
your offices.

Moscow, Taganka Prison
June 24, 1922.
(gigned) G. KACHOROVSKY
G. DIKANSKY
p. BILIMA-PASTBRNAK

V. SHMERLIN=VOLIN.



The first period of my exile I spent in a dark country
where there were no people, except myself, eight exiled
priests end the "authorities". It took us only & month by
row-bost to zet there,- = distance of 900 versts along the
Parabel und Kenzhe rivers, besiles some "hiking" scross
marshland.

It was so deal and human beinzs were So rare in
those parts that even the birds did not fear us. Freguently
wild fowl, such as heath- cocks anc woodhens, would sit on

the roof of the cabin in which the priests and I lived, und

wild geese would swim in the stream under the window without

fezr and without stirring at our approac Even the field-

nice and the beavers, of whom there were great swarms, did
not fear the presence of man and played freely about the

cubin. At nizht one could often hear the desperate cries of
the "holy fathers" whenever the brave little mice caught ot

their innocent slecp...

their long hair duri
What &id we do there? I say "we", because I want to

tell you & little about the priests. Nothing. There was
nothing to occupy us. o books, no newpepers, no paper, no
people with whom one could talk in a humen fashion. It was
absclutely impos:ible to busy onmeself studying the locality

+) This letter, somewnat abbreviuted here, was written by
0Olge Romanovi, o 1 18 yeurs of to A.A.Karelin,the

well-known revolutionist. Romunova was exiled to the
uninhubit parts of the Narym territory in Siberiu.
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and nature generzlly. First of all beceuse there are not even
paths, let alone ronds, in this wild country. Tt is true therc
was one little path of about seven versts, so bac that it

was 6lmost impossible tc follow it, being a strunger, without
brezking one’s neck or ut leust a leg. It has S0 many stumps
and toots thut after the first sttempt, one loses =1l desipe
to repest it. Besides c special kind of boots is needed for
the purpose. Sometimes one wunts to leuve the puth and walk
under the mugnificent cedurs, but this rust remain v wish
tecause it is impossible to walk even three feet off the path.
The underbrush is in the way. What o pity! But if you try to
overcome the obstacles you risk losing en eye and return with
blecding hands and face, clothes torn to shreds.

In addition to &ll this there is wnother swful
nuisence which prevents the enjoyment of nature! in the whole
Naryn territory there is such u multitude of mosquitoes un?
insects that some days it 13 impossible to o cven outside
the cabin without nets. (Napym translated into Russisn mesns
"suarp".) There are some impassatle swumps streching for
distences from 70 to 80 versts, cnd even the nutive Ostiaks
accustomed to the taigs anc the marches are uncble to cross
them. Yet the ostiuks, of whom there are many clong the rivers
of Pupabel, Kenghe, Chuzyk,Wessyugen cre really so sdupted to
the taiza thut they sufely walk 40 or 50 versts u day across
s7.mps und thickets. But of course they are dressed in
leather clothes, in high boots, and ureequipped with firearms
to protect themselves aguinst beusts as well us with & palitza
(resembling u scythe), with sharp stecl ends, for the purpose

of cutting their way through the thickets sn. underbrush.
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There goes an Ostiuk over the tuigs, waving his palitza to
the right and to the left, clearinz his path, und when he
comes to o swanp or sn overgrown pond, he skillfully, without
nesitation, begins to Jump from one hillock to the other.

Now about the "holy futhers' Whenever I recall them
I wunt to laush. First, ubout things serious. Upon our cerival
there, ot the Upper Kenzhe, the "fnthers" busicd themselves
who had

thraeshing the griin left by & colony of "secterians"

rivel ond disuppearec oz soom us the

lived there before our
suthorities discovered them. The priests litoreld thrushing
the gruin with flulls, toiling so that the sweut streamed
down their bodies, the wind swept their lons huir und spre:d
wide the skirts of their priestly g:rments. They would toil
nurd; the work, however, moved forward very slowly. Tired,
exhousted the poor souls needing & rest. would enter the
cubin to strengthen themselves with the meager dinner anc

some clear "tea" - boiling wuater. I would put before them

whitever God guve. Being the only women aumong them, I bul

bread for all and cooked dinner whencver there were ony
potatoes or peas. Sometimes, on asccount cof the lock of
provisions, the meul consisted of bread und hot water. The
priests alwuys took turne boiling the water. In the utsence
of u sumovar, we used o kettle over u fire mude outside the
cubin, ¢nd even in tho uutumn, when the rain drizzled from
eter in this wuy.

morning to evening, we hud to boil the
The priests would exert themsclves to the utmost to blaze the
fire, stunding sround it wod protecting it from the wind with
the skirts of their rugged garments, torn during the wulke in

the tuizu., After stinding for un hour or more in the wind
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poin, numb and wet, the unfortunste men would drag their legs,
covered with 3uping boots, through the mud and wuter and enter
he czbin to warm themselbes with some "tea'. In spite of my
gesire to help with the boiling of the water, tie ‘fathers'
pever clloweé me to get meur the fire insistin: thut I
remain in the hut. The poor souls wore afraid thut if I should
take cold né becomo ill, they would be left without treed,
gince there wss no one else to Co the beking.

Incidentslly I may 2dd thut on uecount of this baking
I even now suffer from & dislocsted right arm. (The arm was
injuped previously, during the jourrey, when cll of us hud

2 our bsgzage on us. It wes

te dres o boat by rope, carryi

then thut I tripped over s log und fell, sné

e the

injured. One "holy fither", wishing to pls
its pluce,pulled my poor han@ so hard thet my cyes neurly
popped out.However, he not only failed to strsighten it out,
but disloccted it even more. For a couple of months it ¢id

not bother me. Then came the breud-baking, und now I cannot

1ift unythinz heuvy, «nd when I turn it a bit the wrong
it puins frightfully. Weil, oll this is rubbish, I huve
¢igressed too much... )

I live¢ in the wilderness for four months, true
incluging the time spent going thore. As I soid, Tk

free, I winde

&d nothing

to do except to bike brosd. When I v

o shudow sround the ctbin, sometimes following the puth for

a lonz distunce, riskinz o broken leg teo. Ccutiously I would

nuike my way. Then I would bezin to think, snd sitting on 2

think, think. And they were &1l

tree-trunk, I would thi

tlapming thoughts, not hoppy thoughts, urousing me more und
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more. I would sit for en hour, for two, sometimes longer,
and then wekinz ujy, I would still be under the influence of

the thoughts and recollections of my former life. I questi-

oneé myself: "Where am I? Why am I here? Whence these
centuries-cld cedars?" That would last but « moment. Then
I would shake it all off and recover my consciousness and

realize fully what, where, 2nd why. Then & burning yearning

would creep agein into my heart. s yesrning for freelom,
for 1ife, for people. I would went to cry out: "I desire
1ibérty, freedonm!" But to whom could I ery out? Not to the
aged cedars. They will understand nothing, but slowly,

slowly they will sheke their heads as becfore. Tc the birds,

mice and bezvers who ever; now ai then raised their heads
fron under the tree-trunk? They too will understand and

say nothinz, but in reply to my cry their eyes will

glitter snd then they will hide under the trunk, snd the

birds will f1ly off. Perhaps to the green frogs? But they too

will be frightened by my cry, and clumsily hop off into

trified condition.

hiding... So I would remzin sitting in

my hands clenched in despoir till the fingers cracked. I

shine

would sit, and all around me was life, the sun would
call
brightly and”gloriously, luring end promising & better life;

the birds would flutter sad sing; the mice would bravely run

k and glistening little

between my feet end with their bl
eyes sture at the creature they had never seen before. The
mosquitoes would buzz snd bite (it was these bites that
tinglly would drive me away end back into the cheerless hut).
ALl uround was life, snd I? - I? I could but look on...

I would return to the hut towards evening. The priests would
be at vespers or night-mass. I would rest o little, and

then their exusperuting singing would get on my nerves.

I would pun out of the hut snd go off in eny direction.The
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services would last three or four hours.Night would cone,

and the singing from the Lut still resched my ears. I wou

not went to return. Luter, the nizhts tecame cold. Especially,

in the zutumn I froze, huving no wuirm clothes, I shivered,

ny teeth chttered. Firslly, the service would en:, all

going to sleep. I too would turn in for t night. But the

mice would give me no peace, either they pulled ot my hair
or they bit my feet or hands. One had to weke up to right
with them. AnZ in the other half of the ccbin, where the

"holy fathers" were at rest, one heard the sound: "Ch...sh

sh..." It wus the priests drivinz the nice a y. Or suddenly,

right after fulling asleep, en inhumen cry would resch me

from the other sids. Some pluyful mouse must have become
entingled in the locks of one of the priests, or bitten his
hand or o foot. Brave little mice! They rccognize nothins.
They ¢o not even fear hell in the other world for injuring
"holy fathers'.

After living there four months, I was sent back on
foot, accompanied by sn Ostisk guids. It was impossible to

return by rowboat - the stream ha¢ become too shsllow. And

so I walked two days through the teiga un® the Swamps,
distunce of 60 versts. Of course, there wes no puth. I

s clesring & passege. In the

followed the Ostiak who @

d I Jumpec rrom orne hillock to unother. It was cold,

mershls

ice in the swampe.

In the autumn the wator is ulready 1
We peached o luke choked with vegetation. The Ostisk
Skillfully jumped over the hillocks, I following in his
footsteps. Suddenly I missed my step und fell into the witer
OF pither inte the thick vegetation filling the luke). I

begun to epy. The Ostisk returned und pulled me out.(Leughter.)
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We continued through the "oorman" (the Ostisk neme for the
dense teiga). Two days leter wo reached u deserted cabin,
spent the night there, and continued on our way but along

& peth already. The rcst of the trip was made partly on foot,

partly on horsebacl, purtly by rowboat, until we ren
Parebel, in the vicinity of which I sm making at present my
unccrtain habitation.

1923. OLGA ROMANOVA.
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ABOVE; IDENTIPICATION CARD Tssued by the Severo-Dvinsk
"G,P.U,"0n February 11,2924, to the Administrative
i Exile Israsl B,Idelson, Photographed from the original.

OENTER, OERTIFICATE OF SENTENCE passed by the "0,P.U."
Commission for Administrative Exile, on March 30,1023,
in the cese of M,G,Weiswein, The sentence reads: "To be
deported abroed for 5 years, To be exiled to the Vologda
Province for 3 years until a foreign vise is secured,
with the right of going abroad,”

BRLOV, PRISONER'S IDENTIFIOATION OARD fssued by the Kiev "G.
to Israel B,Idelson., The question "Of Wha% Accused?” is
enswered as follows: "For Belonging to the Party of the
Zioni
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oW vacarIox Iu Naryvm®*

The Naryn exiles are so firmly isolsted from the rest
of the world that only letters deulings with the health of
B aiives prronroviuheal thi cheshope? to vench EHetn! ReBt1HAS
tion. Any other messsges, even compleints against the
lawlessness and cruelty of our officials, addressed by us
to the higher authorities, do not a.rive. A telegram sent
by us to Peshkova of the "Red Cross" remuined on file in
one of the local offices.

And yet the condition of the exiles ané the system
of exile are such thaet at times one becomes terrified by
this dreadfull isolation. ... The local authorities the
soviet and"G.P.U.", are treatin: us as common criminals
having no rights at all. They told us so and are acting
accordingly. To all our protests that we were not condemned
by & court, that we werc socinlists in exile, there is one
answer: "We know that ycu are condemned criminals, that
you have lost all your rights." And whenever any of us are
convoyed to some village or outlying cabin, the accompanying
paper to the local authoritics resds, "administrative exiles
8o-and-so", and then follow the names of & social-democret

énd of & thief with a long prison-record coupled tozether.

But the peasunts very culckly drew the line

between the "politicals" gnd the cthers, and to the hon

*) Ihis Jetter from a socinlist exile in the Nunym territory,
¥ritten early in 1024, appeared in the "Socialist Vestnik',
the centr.l orzun of the Russian Social-Democritic Lubor
Party, for April 17, 1924.
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of the exile it must be addec thut the prestige of the former
is very high in Nerym, which cannot be suid of the reputation
of the communists.

After all the suffering in the "G.P.U.", on the
prison route and in the various jails, for we were assembled
from all parts of Russis in Moscow first and from there sent
to Siberia, we waited with impatience for Narym itself -its
spaciousness and peace.

We had spent much time in different "G.P.U." prisons,
in damp cells, never bresthinz the open air, forbidden to
gec our relastives, deprived cf the right of correspondence,
the windows of our cells always closec under orders. liany of
us had prsses through the "Inner Prison" of the "G.P.U.",
in which all examinations, receipt of packages, transfers
trom cells, visiting the bathouse, - all that takes place at
night only. We had been through the filthy and crowded associ-
ation with common criminals on the route, suffering from
bugs, lice, the absence of bunks, travelling in packed prison
cars, frequently stopping st provincial prisons, snd hoving
endless encounters with squads of "G.P.U." gquards coming
from the opposite direction who never fsil to indulge in the
sport of clicking the muzzle-stoppers Just for the sake of
terrorization.

All of that wore the nerves of the healthy prisoners
out and knocked off their fect the wesk ones. We hud cuses
0f tuberculosis and heart Gisense among us. Towards the end
only three to five comrades from smong the porty of 25 were

age. Is it uny wonder that

capoble of casrrying their own lu

We waited for Nurym as for v promiscd lerd? We thought we
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would remain settled and begin studying ...

At first we were left in Kolpashovo, in accordance
with the pledge of the authorities in Tomsk. To characterize
our life here and the Tomsk "G.P.U." it must be seid that
we obtained this pledge only after our refusal to start out
from prison to our destination. An attempt was made to cow us
by the special detachment clicking the muzzles of the guns,
but we did not budge and the result was a promise to leave
us in Kolpashovo.

We began to arrenge things, found living quarters,
organized & common kitchen, and after resting commenced to
study. Some of us secured poorly peid positions. We were
cheerful and began to recover thanks to the fresh eir, the
bathing in the Ob, and the "freedom". But this "well- being"
of ours was the main cause of the first attack inspired from
Tomsk. The reasons were not even concealed from us. "You
live here as if you were on a vacztion!" the authorities,
unashamed, told us. Some of us were then picked out to be
sent to such points which were not even on the map in the
old deys of the Narym exile, localities infestes with malaria,
populated by foreign tribes, and far removed from o post
office.

Especially cruel was the treatment accordea to Olga
Romenova, 18 years old, who was exiled to the upper region
Of the Kenghe River where she was fed for three months on
bread and hot water. I say "fed", beceuse on the Upper Kenghe
there are no free settlements, but & "concentration camp'
Ofganized on the initiative of the Tomsk suthorities, which

441fers fpom the others only in so far that its inmates sre
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tortured by starvation. Some priests, some common criminals,
several peasants and the anarchist Romanova were exiled
there...

Romanova left the place, and on the way was caught
in the first winter cold and had frostbitten feet. She
arrived in her summer clothes in the village of Parabel,
where our comrades took her in.

The exiles receive none of their allowances.During
the entire period of six months several comrades received
from 1 to 2 roubles, including cash, flour and millet. We
began to look for work. It was not difficult to fina it,
as in the whole region there is an enormous demand for
educational resources. We occupied a number of positions
in the government service, in the educational field, but
the soviet and local perty committee, composed of total
ignoramuses, under the leadership of the semi-literate
cheirman of the soviet, commenced a cempsgn against us...

Suddenly on November 1, & new misfortune, altogether
unexpected, descended upon us. The local soviet took advant-
age of the refusal of three of our comrades to participate
in the show organized by the educational department and
selected for exile six of our comrades, including two who
hed children.

The cold was 35 degrees below zero. They had no
travelling clothes. Sollertinsky and Pobstanitzky left for
their destination. The others remained, and we declared
through our representatives thet they shall not leave.There
Were some very stormy vonversations. The authorities

Seemingly zave in. It is true, no answer was made to our
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application. We spent several weeks in a nervous condition,
and then calmed ourselves. All th;t time the authorities

were not asleep, special courier:‘the "G.P.U." were sent to
Tomsk, the cheirman of the soviet went there to get "moral
backing. We on our part, at the very beginning of the
conflict, telegraphed to Moscow to the Procurator of the
Republic and the Presidium of the Central Execcutive Committee
of the Union. We received no replies, but appearently the
events which followed were the enswer.

On December 16 all the Kolpashovo exiles received
an order to leave within three days. The order did not affect
the physician and the two women among us, as well as the
clericals. The new points selected were all on the tributar-
ies of the Ob, about 100 to 150 versts to the north of
olpashovo. Without allowances, without clothes, we were
pernitted to carry not more than one pood (36 pounds) of
luggage and to walk instead. This time we decided to obey.
In the twenties of December the exiles, leaving the huts
which they had repaired, the common kitchen they had orgsnized
began to leave in the atrocious Siberian cold, dressed in
short fur-coats and some even without that. The one-year-old
son of Tcherkess was in the party ...

Generally, the membership of the present-day exile
is heterogeneous. There are old party members, who had done
penal servitude under the Czar, such as Shtulmann.There are
young women, such as Fanja Lissina, a worker of the Kostrome
factories. There is the workingwomen Anna Yefimova, who for
more than three months was on the prison route going into
exile, detained at every county Jjail on the way, and carrying
With her g1l the time her little girl ...

Narym, 1924 (Signature) N.



By the order of the Presidium of the All-Russian

Extraordinary Commission (Icheka) of January 10, of this

year, I was sentenced to exile in the town of Velikyi Ustiug
for & term of one year.

On February 15 I arrived in Ustiug, secured a
position with great difficulty, as the local employment
office could get me none. I found living quarters and arranged
for the arrival from Smolensk of my family, consisting of
my wife and an infant 1 year and 2 months old.

On May 20, in Ustiug, the "G.P.U." sent me the
following notice by messenger to be delivered under receipt:

"Secrete Operative Deprmtment, Section 1.To Citizen
B.N. Butiagin.

To enable you to make all the necessasy preparations,

I hereby inform you that at the order of the Chief of

the Secrete Operative Department you will be sent on

lionday, May 26, to the town of Kotlass, in the Severo-

Dvinsk province, for residence, there es an admini-

strative exile. The original order has been signed

by the proper authorities."

In this manner, the "G.P.U.", absolutely unexpectedly,
without preferring any charges against me and without any
trial, assigned me to & new place of exile in a small town.

+) This communication was officislly acdressed to the n@gip.u."
by the administrative exile Eoris N.Butiaegin.
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This is done under the pretext of the necessity of vacating
living quarters in the city, according to the chief of the
local "G.P.U." Four months I have been here and the city

was not too crowded, and only now when I finally settled
here with my family that starved in Smolensk during my
imprisonment, it appears necessary to make room in Ustiug

by removing B.N.Butiegin (none of the other political exiles
are being removed from the city), and to send me urgently
with my wife and child on one day’s notice to Kotlass,
where the only free space is on the floor of the third-
cless waiting-room in the railway station, and where no work
is to be found.

To the "honor" of the "G.P.U." it must be added
that the act described above is not the only measure of
arbitrary rule shown here. At the end of April the "G.P.U."
demended that I leave my position in the Forestry Union,
end upon my refusal to fulfil this unlawful demand, had me
arrested and imprisoned for 28 hours. This happened after
the employment department refused to find me work. I
pointed out then and consider it necessary to remind the
"G.P.U." .now, that I was sentenced to exile te the provincia
city of Ustiug and given the right of securing freely a
position, as a result of en agreemént with the Presidium
of the Extraordinary Commission concluded on the seventh
day of my hunger-strike in the communist Butyrke prison
early in January of this year. I also consider it necessary
to remind the leaders of the "G.P.U." that even the Czarist
Bovernments never went so far in limiting the field for

employment to administrative exiles.
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The Czarist government prohibited the service of
exiles in such government offices as the police, gendarmery,
treasury depertment, but recognizing the law, it never
prohibited employment in other organizations and enterprises.

The communist government or its agents have gone
further than Czarism and the conditions of exile in the
years of 1914 - 1915 pale in comparison with the new exile
system inaugurated in the only "free" land of its kind in
the world, with the most "left" govermment of all.

Stating all this, I should like in any event to
know whether the cruelty to which I and my family are
subjected is an arbitrary act of the local authorities or
whether the central "G.P.U." supports this outrage.

I want to know this because I am more ané more under
the impression that there is no law in Soviet Russia and
that the representatives even of the highest Soviet authority,
of the Political Department of the State(®G.P.U."), apparently

consider it a bourgeois prejudice to carry out their pledges.

Velikyi Ustiug
May 21, 1922 (Signed) Boris Nikolayevitch Butiszgin
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On March 14, the day of the 25th anniversary of
the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party, the socialist
political exiles serving their terms in Orenburg met at the
houge of one of their comredes for the purpose of celebrating
thet historic event. In spite of the intimate comradely
character of the celebration, all the participants, 23
people, were arrested and taken to the cellar under the
headquarters of the Orenburg "G.P.U.". In the act drawn up
at the arrest it was stated that nothing illegal was found
during the search and that in accordance with the declaration
of the errested persons, they all gathered in order to spend
an intinate evening on the occasion of the 25th anniversary
of the Russian Social-Democratic Party.

The prisoners were kept in the celler 7 days without
eny exemination and without any charge being made against
then. They were than informed that, at the order of the
Orenburg "G.P.U.", they were to be exiled from the city of
Orenburg to various points in the Kirghiz territory. The
demand to produce any cherge or to indicate the basis for
such a repressive measure was met with & refusal. At the
end of the seventh day all the prisoners were set free upon

& pledge of mutual security given by all the prisoners that

+)'March ‘14, 1923, ‘Soviet Rissia was celebrating with much
pomp the 25th anniversary of the Bolshevist Party, which
was formelly announced to date from the foundation of
the Russien Sociel-Democratic Party in 1898. However,at
that time there were no Bolsheviks end Mensheviks yet,
since the split into these two factions occured only in
1903, The liensheviks therefore accused the Bolsheviks of
usurping their dete, and secretly celetreated the annivers-
8ry as their own.The Orenburg Social-Democrats,as this
letter shows, peid dearly for it.



they would appear on a certain date at the headquarters of
the "G.P.U.". Ten of the comrades were informed of their
exile into the province of Aktiubinsk, and they had to
pledge themselves to deliver their luggage at headquarters
by Setirday, March 31, and to assemble there at & o’clock
in the morning on Sunday, April 1, before starting for
Aktiubinsk.

During the night of March 31- April 1, the exiles
began to gather at the house of one of them living nearest
to the "G.P.U.", so that the whole group of ten could go
together to headquarters in the morning. A number of other
exiles, socialists as well as non-partisans, cslled singly
at the house to bid us farewell. At two o’clock in the
night agents of the "G.P.U." arrived without an order and
declared us arrested. In reply to our persistent demand for
an order, such & document was brought en hour and a half
later. About three o’clock, at the moment the prisoners were
to be taken to the "G.P.U.", three more exiles called at the
house, two of them of the departing group. Towards four in
the morning we were all brought to the headguarters of the
"G.P.U.", and for about 2 hours were kept outside the building
on the street. Our repeated insistent demands to be teken
inside the building were refused by the commandant. Our
additional demands that one of the higher officials of
the "G.P.U." be called out were also refused. Instead a
military detachment of about forty men suddenly appeared.
The soildiers, with their beyonets fixed, surrounded us.

The comrzdes of the Geparting group were called out by name

and separated from the rest. The agent of the Orenburg
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"6.P.U.", Uglov, came out and proposed that the departing
group enter the building, and those who came to see them off
go into the cellar. When requested to call out one of the
higher officials, he sharply replied that he did not want
to talk with us. Then the commandant fell with shouts upon
an exile nearest to him, Dr.Verchovsky, and seizing his
throat with one hand znd his face with the other, began to
drag him into the court. Following the example of the comman-
dent, the soldiers and several agents threw themselves upon
us. They used bayonets, butts of rifles, and their rists.

In reslity offering no resistance, we were pushed into the
court, some of us suffering brutal violehce.

Indignant over the complete senselessness of the
arrest itself, as well as over all that followed, we
imediately sent a statement to the plenipotentiary repre-
sentativs of the "G.P.U." for the Kirghiz Republic,
despateling a copy to the Procurator of the Kirghiz Republic
demanding the immediste release of the arrested exiles and
en inquiry into the entire incident. We declared & hunger-
strike. The inquiry was entrusted to one of the culprits
of the incident, Uglov. The inquiry was stopped oh the
third day of the hunger-strike and we were set free by the

representative or the Xi

iz "G.P.U.", who announced our

Exiie to "dark corners" of Kirghiz territory. Fourteen of us
had*appesr on Suturday, April 14, with our luggage at
headquarters to proceed first to Aktiubinsk and later into
the depths of Kirghiz Republic.

In all of this we see: 1st - an attempt on the part

Of the locel suthorities to deprive us of the right of
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clementary comradely associstion which had been sanctioned
by decades of Russian politicel exile and recognized even

in the worst times of Czarism; gnd - proof of the uncomprom-
ising attitude of the Covernment towards the development of
the socislist movement, and of its warfere against any
menifestation of independent socislist thought in Russia;
spa - it is an act of the most brutal violence on the part
of the provincial administration to send us to certain
perdition into the depths of the Kirghiz steppes without
trisl and inquiry.

In the name of our elementary rights as humen l

beings, as citizens, and as socialists, we protest in the
most decisive menner against the moral and physical violence
prepetrated on us.

We demand:

1. An unbiesed investigation through a special

commissioner of all the events of March 14, and of the rning|

of April 1.

2. An examination of all those who were sent out,

ar .
rested or suffered violence on the mornming of April 1, &nd
the open trial of those respomsible.

3. The suspension of our exile from Orenburg and
T M
of our ten comrades from Aktiubinsk until the conclusion of
the inquiry.

4. The stoppage of exile to places lacking the
elementany conditions of settled civilized life and rerote
from railrceas, us well es the stoppege of exile of sick

end feeble persons without e preliminary examination by &
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nmedical commission.

£. The immediate issuance of the proper orders

urgently by telegraph.

April 12, 1923 Political Exiles:

Orenburg (Signatures) A.Kaplan
R. Bogorad
Y. Bogorad
I. Bogorad
F. Lyssov
A. Rozhkov
5. Deitch

D. Liberova
V. Besrutchko
I. Machaev

V. Keplan

&

Granovsky
K. Ponotchevnaya

G. Verchovsky

M. Sheyenson
P. Kolotushkin

J. Frumin
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We, the undersigned political exiles in the Aktiubinsk
rovince, demend that the responsible officials of the Orenburg,
2 the Kirghiz and the Aktiubinsk departments of the "G.P.U." pe
penly lewless actions towards us.

We lived as political exiles in the city of Orenburg.

;} B April 1, of this year, the Orenburg and the Kirghiz departments
ot the "G.P.U." exiled us to the Aktiubinsk province. At the same
ftime the local Orenburg "G.P.U." sent an order forbidding the
seven social-democrats among us to hold positions in the govern-
ment service. We declared our protest ageinst this unlawful
measure to the "G.P.U." of the Firghiz Republic which, agreeing
that the order of the local "G.P.U." was unwarranted end unlawful,
announced through the assistant chief Bartashevitch that this
order hed been annuled by it.

However, when we srrived in Aktiubinsk, it appeared that
the assurances of the Kirghiz "G.P.U." were but vicious lies
nd that the former order remained in force.

Three of us, socialist-revolutionists, were permitted
o enter the service of the soviet and other establishments. But
on account of the pressure exerted by the chief of the Aktiubinsk
1"6.2.U." on the various departments, the possibility of remaining

in the service of the soviet and other public institutions was

i the inscription:
) xt of the communicstion bears the
[ :ﬁ:gg:;lﬁfum of the Central Executive Ccmmlttsetort;ze
Union. Copies to the Brocurator of the Republic and to
Presidium of the All-Russian "@.P.U.".
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in reelity eliminated.

Exclusion from public service is a violation of our
civil rights. Political exiles are not deprived of these rights
and ere not limited in them according to the law. The orgens of
the "G.P.U." have no right to establish such limitations. The
pesolutions to that effect of the Orenburg and Aktiubinsk
uG.P.U." are nothing but acts of the most brutal administrative
violence and a direct mockery of the fundamental laws of the
Soviet CGovernment itself.

A1l of us, ten persons, were exiled by a resolution of a

special commission of the Commissariat of the Interior to the

Orenburg province or the city of Orenburg. The Kirghiz and local

1G.P.U." moved us to the Aktiubinsk province, viciously perverting
the decree of the Central Executive Committee of the Union
according to which the right to pass sentences of exile and to

fix the destination, and consequently to change this destination,
is exclusively entrusted to & special commission of the Commiss-
ariat of the Interior and of the Presidium of the Central Executivc

Committee-

The Aktiubinsk "G.P.U." has scattered us throughout the

bscure corners of the Aktiubinsk province, such as the villeges
0t Koss-Istek and Irghiz, lost in the Kirghiz steppe, about 150

Nevsts from a rallroad, Life in these places, sfter being
deprived of the right of entering the public service, holds

out to us & direct menace of death from starvation.

We resolutely protest against the brutal outrage of the
Orenburg and Aktiubinsk atthorities. ageinst this savegery

Perpetrated upon socialist exiles, against the aim to externinate
U8 physically by putting us in impossivle conditions of existence:



Political Exiles: +)
(Signutures) . Handelstsmm
Dumka
E. Gutermann
L. Kinber
S. Pokrovsky
B. Levinson
1 U. Subeleviteh
U. Braude

Peretz




+)

On January 28, 1922, a group of sharchists in the
Kisselnaya Prison, in loscow, declared a hunger strike. They
demended either to be given an open trial or to be permitted
to leave the comntry. On the third day of the strike, on
January 30, these anarchists were trensferred to another
prison, on which occasion they were subjected to physical
violence. Three of their number (G.K.Askareff, the Secretary
of the Russian Section of the Anarcho-Universslists and
ditor of their journal, the "Universal"; S.A. Dtitzenko and
H.V. Simtchin) sentenced to two years concentration camp in
Severo-Dvinsk, were taken to Archangelsk,together with 17
other snarchists who did not participate in the hunger strike

and who had been sentenced to the concentration camp and

exile in Archangelsk: Askareff, Stitzenko and Simtchin declared

that they would continue their hunger strike, which they did.

The guards sccompanying them telegraphed several times en route

to the All-Russian Extreordinary Commission (the Tcheka),

inforning the latter of the situation. Arriving in Archangelsk

the prisoners were sent to the headquarters of the local

Teheka where examination of the accompanying official papers

disclosed the fact that there had been filed two sentences

+) This letter from the Archengelsk Concentration Camp was
published in the central organ of the Russian Social-
Democratic Labor Party, the "Socialist Vestnik",No.15,1922.
It reveals some of the earlier history of the so-called

Northern Concentration Camps which are described more
fully in Part One of this book.
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sgainst each of the three hunger strikers (Askareff, Stitzenko
4nd Simtchin). The All-Russian Tcheka had sentenced them to
the comcentration camp in Severo-Dvinsk, while the loscow had
st the same time ordered them to be sent to the Archangelsk
camp. It was already the ninth day of the hunger strike and
the men could hardly stend on their feet. They were thrown
into a sleigh, with the thermometer showing 25° below zero,
eand sent to the'distribution point" (which is also the
concentration camp) and there left for hours in the cold. For

some reason the Distribution Peint refused to receive the

B
and they were ordered back to the Icheka, where they were
again left out in the cold (no less than hzlf an hour). Then
they were sent to the hospital. ¥ithin & few hours, upon the
refusel of the men to accept medical aid, they were again put
in the sleigh and returned to the Tcheke. The mext day they
were tzken in the same sleigh to the concentration cemp end
thepe placed in the general barracks. Within two days they
were agsin transferred to the concentration camp hospitel.

On the sixteenth day of the hunger strike Simtchin
was attacked by convulsions. The Commandant came then and

stated that he had received a telegram from the Superintendent

of the Tcheks concentration cemps, & certain Kataznelson, of

lioscow. In his telegram Katznelson offered the men to terminate

their hunger strike till his arrival, in view of the fact

thet he had been given suthority to settle the whole matter

to everybody’s satisfaction. The men consented conditionally,

but demended that the Canp Administration pit Katznelson’s

Bren it wroiting. Tt oo from the evening tiILL P.l. of
the next day before the paper wes prepared: on February 13,
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on the seventeenth day of the hunger strike, the latter was
gerninated. The medical staff of the hospital exerted themselves
jn & touching manner in behalf of the men, giving them the

pest of cere, and soon they began to improve.

When Superintendent Katznelson arrived he did not
show himself to the prisoners, and when called upon by them he
pretended to know nothing of the matter. Upon being foced with
the official "paper’ he declered that he would make telegraphic
inquiry of the Tcheka. Convinced of the uselessness of all
these excuses, Askareff and the others began their second
hunger strike on March 3, which proved of terrible effect upon
their constitutions not yet recovered from the first hunger
strike. Already on the first day all of them had & high
tezperature. On the third day Stitzenko showed & temperature
of 40°, and he became deaf. On the fourth day Askareff also
had a temperature of 40°, he suffered convulsions, turned blue
and cold, and for & time seemed slmost dead. The prison
sdministretion, becoming alarmed, ordered the medical staffto
1ist Askareff among the contagious cases, so that in case of
his death it could be officially reported that he died not from
hunger but from some contagious disease, in all probability
typhus.

About this time there was received & telegram from
the All-Russian Tcheka to the effect that the sentences of
Askarert and the others had been set aside, that they were
to be put on trial und should therefore be sent to loscow. The
of course terminzted. After having

hunger strike was then

Somewhat recuperated in the hospital, the prisoners were

trensforped to Moscow where they were placed in the "inner
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prison" (of the Toheks). Upon their threat to begin & new hunger

gtrike they were transferred on April 1. to the Kisselnmaya

prison from which they had been removed two months previously.
The story of the other 17 transferred ansrchists

is as follows. In Archangelsk they were sent at night from the

pailroad station to the Tcheks, arriving there tired, half

frozen and hungry. The Commandant of the Tcheka wanted to send

seven of their number away immediately, to some unknown place.
The prisoners declared that they would refuse to be moved till
morning. The Commandant drew his revolver and threatened their
lives, but that proved of no avail. The prisoners refused to
give their names, and the Commandant could therefore not select
the seven men he needed. In the morning all the seventeen were
taken to the concentration camp, where they were divided into
three groups and placed in separate barracks.

The Archangelsk concentration camp consists of 20

barracks, six of which are occupied by prisoners. The barracks

are long buildings, each about 140 feet long, containing two
rows of double benches placed one on top of the other. In these
barracks there sreorcwded up to five hundred persoms, but just
now the barracks contain (owing to reduced "loading") 100 to
150 men each. They all lie on the bare boards: there are no
mebresses, pillows or blankets. The place is alive with vermin:
the fipst thing that struck the new arrivals was the sight

of scopes of naked prisoners carefully picking lice of their
nferweacs Dizt s cockroaches, and 1lce constantly fall fzcm the

B honones: onytheylovenarieht onthe alegnens below. On

the whole, the upper places are to be preferred, also because

B8 ts vornen thope s oaltnouah ;the henraske ane generally

folenably, well heated and the inmatesido not complain of cold.
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Every new arrival is subjected to a thorough search,
peing completely undressed, examined all over, and so on. All
the belongings of the prisoners, such as underwesr, clothing,
noney, little mirrors, etc., are taken from them, to be turned
over to the stock room. They are permitted to keep only one
change of underwear. Those who have, for' instance, both shoes
and felt boots, or an overcoat and a fur half-coat , may retain
only one of the things. Even the apparel with which the All-
Russian Tcheks had supplied the anarchists were here taken
away from them in spite of all their protests. The things are
supposed to go to the stock room. But between 2 and 3 o’clock
on the same night the anarchists heard & group Of overseers
go to the stock-room and there begin to sort the things. The
enarchists raised & cry, and the keepers retreated in confusion,
explaining that they intended only to examine the things again..

he population of the camp is mede up of Kronstadt
and Tembov prisoners, of Wrangel end Savinkov men, and a

considerable number of Tchekists come to grief. The remarkable

UMl 1or1ty Of the camp ‘consists in the fact that tHE prisoners
serve as their own guards, manage all the affairs of the
Jetitition and keep up o most cruel regime. There is no paid
Ble 15 tho ‘banp. K11 the positions, comprising those of
keepers, overseers, clerks, employees of the general admini-
stration, of the hospital, the educational depsrtment, end
including even the "Actinz Commandant", are filled by prisoners,

The members of the

mostly from the number of the Ic
administration have feathered their bed so well there that

. iile5iaelid b retain thelr positions after completing

their sentences or receiving & perdon. That was the case with

Oyia (educated as & Jurist, formerly Chief of the Tambov Icheks,
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sentenced to be shot for colossal thefts of diamonds and
other robberies, his sentence later changed to 25 years
service in the camp), the Acting Commandant, the engineer
Nosatchenko and others.

Thet such a regime can be maintained is due to the

presence of the many Tcheka men and to the morsl degradation

and corruption which the great majority of the prisoners have
fallen into-more correctly, have becn foroed into. Comparatively
most decent have remeined the Kronstedt men, but of their
original number of 5,000 sent to the Archangelsk camp there

have remoined; it is said, after one year only 1,500 persons

And yet they were a young and exceptionslly strong and healthy
rece. The inmates of the cemp have lost almost all semblance

of humanity. They are sbsorbed by the cne thought of self-

preservetion by means of gaining the good will of the
suthorities and thus securing the position of an overseer or
some good work. The surest and quickest way of "standing in"
with the administration is to turn spy. As a result, all of
them - prisoners, overseers and the higher officials - are
busy spying on each other. On the average there are (the
Bolsheviki keép statistics on every subject) twenty reports of
spies every day. Nothing, not a single word spoken, is hidden
from the authorities. There is no ettempt in the cemp at
organisation,mutual help, solidarity or united struggle. The
female prisoners - formerly of the aristocracy and the
intelligentsin - give themselves to any overseer at his first

demand, without protest or resistance.
According to the inmates, the regime of the camp

‘hes become incomparably move tolerable, the punishments fewer

and the treatment more decent after the prison had been
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investigated by a Commission eppointed at the instigation of

the "Red Grods." Yet the following fact throws light on the
character of the existing descipline. When the anarchists
arrived, the peasant Glebov, of Vologda, who knew them and who
hed been imprisoned together with them hefore, tried to attract
their attentionby knocking on his window and shouting. For this
he was put into the punishment cell for twc weeks and afterwards
gent to Cholmogori to hard labor.

In the morning ell the prisoners must line up for
the count and at the given signal sing the "International’.
Before the investigation the singing of the "International
was obligatory, but now the prisoners are not forced to sing.
Yet failure to sing is considered evidence of unrepentance and
counter- revolutionary obstinacy. After the song the prisoners
are formed into groups of ten for work within the camp. These
are selected from the healthy and clad inmates. lkany go about
in such rags that even the authorities do not consider it
possible to send them out into the cold. Refusal to work is
punished with the derk cell.

The prisoners receive tes three times o day, with
Dinner consists of soup made of some

three cunces of sugar.

?ish, while for supper is given kashe (gruel) of wheat or rice,

Drepared with fat'(importéd). The products areiof good quality;

the food: is not only eutable but palstable, but there is not

enough of it. Previous to the investigation, the deily bread

ration consisted of ome pound per person; now it has been

increased to a pound and & half.

Soon after their appivel the enerchi

sts declared & hunger

strike, putting forth the following Gemends: to be placed
)
together in & separate wing, to have their elected starosta
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(official spokesman of the group) recognised by the suthopities
(in the camp the starosta is eppointed by the adaministration),
to receive books, papers and personsl sppavels; per-mission
to associate with the women Anarchists, and some other lesser
demands. The hunger strike lasted eight days. The suthorities
aid mothing except to pluce armed gusrds beside the hunger
strikers. After a while word came from the All-Fussian Tcheka
that the demands of the strikers concerned the internal
management and therefore the matter was to be taken up by the
local administration. Assistant Superintendent Lebedinsky
egreed to satisty almost all the demands of the strikers
excepting their right of association with the women. That
question Lebedinsky left to the decision of Katznelson whe was
s0on to arrive and who was expected to legalise the newly
geined rights. When Katznelson arrived, he refused to enlarge
the privileges of the anarchists and declared thet he would not
issue the legalising order, on the ground that the anarchists
were to be sent to Cholmogori, their presence in the Archangelsk
camp being only temporary. Similarly Xatznelson refused to
release from the camp the anarchists (Afanassiev, Kisselev,
Altshuler &nd others) who had been sentenced not to the cemp
but to exile. (Incidentally, there are generally cases where
those sent to Archangelsk for exile, with definitive instruction
to that effect, are imprisoned in the camp).

Thus the eight-day hunger strike proved of no avail,
and the anerchists fuced the question whatto undertake in the

men anarchists forced their way into the

situation. Then the ¥
main cell of their male comrades in order to consider Jjoint

action in the matter. The authorities sent for the guards who
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used violence to pull the women out of the cell. Sponteneously

neGiately throwing

there began & new hunger strike, the men ir
jheir bread and other food out of the cell, as a protest against
the brutality toward the women. 7ithin s fow days the women

were ot night trensferred to enother prison - the House of
Correction. The circumstunces of the transfer were such that

the women felt convinced they were being taken to execution.
They threw off their upper clothing in order that the executions
night not possess themselves of it. Five of the hunger striking
en were taken from their cell at night, subjected to violence
and sent on a cart to Cholmogori. These five were: Karusik,
Iukin, Tarasiuk, Silayev, and lickhov. They continued their
hunger strike during the trensfer and upon their arrival at

the new place. The women grew so wesk from the second hunger
strike that on the fifth day they were transferred to the camp.
Soon Katznelson appeared there and declared that sll the
anarchists, both the men and the women, would be sent to
Cholmogori snd that there they would be placed in o separate
wing with full sutonomy and all their demsnds satisfied. The
women consented. Then Katznelson suggested that they send one

of their number 8s & delegate to termimatc the hunger strike

#t Cholmogori, becsuse - as he correctly sssumed - the

brisoners there would give no credence to the communication of
the authorities. The hunger strike was stopped on the sixth

Or seventh day, but the women delegate wes not called for and
the administration amcted very ambiguously. Then the women

began the third hunger strike. They were transferred (with

the exception of L.Altshuler who fell sick es a result of

long hunger) together with the remsining men to Cholomogori.

U0 news has since been received from there.
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OROLENKO 70 GORKY

pear Alexei Waximovitch!

+)

I want to share my misfortune with you. Hy younger

dsughter, Natalie, was married to a very good man, Konstantin

fvanoviteh Lischovitch. He was very populsr in Poltava, with

the workingmen, too, who knew him since 1905 yet. He was an

old revolutionist, was forced to seek refuge abroad in the

years of Reesction, and lived in France in Toulouse where he

studied in the University. Then he returned to Russis. Here

agein he was

the Hetman

++)

subjected to persecution under the regime of

, and wes exiled by the Germans to Brest-Litovsk,

upon the instigation of the local authorities of course.After

the Revolution in Germany, he returned to Russis and wasg

elected to the Soviet by the workingmen. Well, you know that

now we heve & "dictatorship of the proletariat", which consists

of this, that the representatives of the proletariat must

speek under
belong to thi
truth to the
he was elect
democrat, i.
in decrees.
President of
diseasa end
Zas thorough
.
togethe:

++) Hetmen S
1918, un

the dictation of Communists, Liachoviteh did not

e "obedient sheep" and frequently spoke the bitter
puthorities, i.c., he voiced just that for which
ed by the workingmen. He was & menshevist sociel-
e., he said the very things that Lenin now inscribes
So, naturally, he wes arrested, I warned the

the "Tcheka" that he was suffering from heart-

that thyphus would be fatal to him, and the prison

1y saturated with typhus. Thet very thing happened.
Maxim Gorky (Alexel Maximovitch Peshkov) from

toong triend Vledimir .Korolenko wag published

r with other Korolenko letters by Gorky

ler of the Ukraine in
kxoropadsky, the provisional ru
Koo e German militery occupation.
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He contracted it by contagion, and we buried him on Harch 17.

One wents to ask: Why did an honest man, & sincere
pevolutionist perish? Was it for that which Bolshevism is now
peginning to embrace, now, that it may already be too late?
gistory will some day take note of the fact that the Bolshevist
Revolution has treated genuine revolutionists and socialists
with the same means as the Ozarist regime, i.e., through pure
gendarmery methods.

When I ask myself the question: "Why has there been
hitherto no social revolution not only in our country but
nowhere else?" I mnswer it as follows: "A social revolution
would be the highest menifestation of justice." For it such
e sense of justice is required from which we are as yet far
removed. In Europe elements of it already exist. They have
already learned to take into account the opinion of the
majority. There it would be considered an obvious absurdity
to sey that a man can be forbidden to express his opinion.Here
this ig a fact. At the time when the conntry needs the highest
exertion of mental and moral forces, she is forced to be silent.

Once, some three years ago, I wes invited to make a
Speech at a certain village. I seid what was on my mind, and
afterwards a sailor said to me: "You know, if you had said
that on our fromnt, ypu would not escape with your life!" A
DPeople which thinks of its rights in such terms is still far
from the order of the highest justice. It still has a great
deal to learn from those whom it has proclaimed contemptible

bargsiners and traitorﬁ,+) such as the leaders of German

+) rence to Lenin’s invectives against the
§2§§aiisi iifﬁers of Western Europe who disegreed with him

as to the social revolution.
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socialism like Kautzky. And instead we assumed the leadership
of the world revolution. Is it any wonder thet we committed
such mistekes whieh show only how not to make a social
revolution. ...

Now I wish you all the best. A happy Journey, as I

heard you are leaving to take the cure. Best wishes.

Your

VL. KOROLENKO.

June 29, 1921.
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THE RTIGHT OF DEFENGCE"

Behind prison bers, we only now have the opportunity
of becoming acquainted with the stenographic records published
by the Executive Committee of the Communist International of
the joint sescion of the executive committees of the three
Internationals. On page 54, of the Russian edition of the
records, is contsined the following assertion of K.Radek: "It
js true, we are barbarians, but our prisoners have the right
o choose their own public defenders."

Without disputing the first part of this assertion, we
consider it necessary to assure you categorically that its
second part completely fails to correspond with the fscts. And
thet in our own particular cese in which the "Supreme Prosscutor!
Krylenko demsnded death sentences, we were not permitted to
choose defenders according to our wishes nor to call witnesses
on our side and to pe-examine in court those dark characters
vhose "evidence" signed by nobody played a part in the case.

Our cese was "tried" by the Supreme Revolutionary

Tribunal of the Central Dxecutive Committee on April 21, last

year, without defence, without any examination of witnesses,
and the "sentence" is already known to the readers of the
"Soeiglist Vestnik" - & years of solitary confinement in prisonm,
plus compulsory labor.
(Signatures) E. VASSILIEV
lioscow, May 8,1922 PETER PETRENKO
i A. LOCKERMAN
P. MELSITOV
Sentenced in Connection with the Case of the Donetz Committee
©f the Russien Sociel-Democratic Lebor Party.
‘-).H\i;_:);x‘a;.lenge trom & Soviet
representstive of the Commun:

Joint conterence O
exigtence, has as fa

prison to Kerl Redek, the
;5¢ International at the memoreble



I, a workingmen by origin, a former communist,
yolunteer in the Red Army from 1918 to 1922 inclusive, was
arrested in the city of Maryupol, the Province of Don, on July
30, 1923, and for four months have been in the prisons of the
Union eweiting my fate. I am charged with articles 57, 61, 66,
70, and 72 of the Criminal Code. The inuiry into my case is
finished and the materisl is in the "G.P.U." in Koscow, under
No.87, of the Archangelsk Section of the "G.P.U." Im addition
to the evidence snd declarations which I submitted to the
"G.P.U.", T also sent a statement in the form of a letter to
£.I. Kelinin, the President of the All-Russian Central Executive
Committee on Seyt.13, explaining the substance of the case and
esking him to give his attention to this act of violence.
Whatever his answer may be, I beg you also to intervene in the
case and to see to it that it should be handled acording to the
law, and if that is impossible, to appeal to the press pointing
ot that such a thing should not be permitted, of communists
applying punitive messures to workingmen of differing bellefs
lly case originated as follows: After my discharge from
the Red Army in August, 1022, I s & communist entered the
service of the Archangelsk Section of the "G.P.U.", holding &
minor position until December. Reslizing that I, a workingman
B i51dias ot'¢te Revolution (who should strike the ememy in

i » of this letter is a typicsl son of the Russian
) gzsoi::?g;.on self-educated workingmen, Alexander Novikov
assimilated in his own way the ideas of the Revolution. The
"0pen Letter! which ceused his arrest will be found in the
Appendiz to Part Iyo of this volume.




the open) should not be doinmg Cain’s work of strengling the
working class, I left the "G.P.U." of my own free will and at
the same time I left the Russian Communist Purty, which fact T
declared in an open letter addressed to the press and to the
Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party. It was not
published, but according to a note in the psper "Volna', I was
thrown out of the Party as an "unfit element”. In Archangelsk
I spent four more months, until April 20, 1922, serving &s a
clerk in the Financial Department, but at the insistent demand
of the Centrol Committee I was discharged by the Commission
in charge of the "comb-out" and excluded from the Trade union,

end all the doors to work or e position were shut for me

protests were only a voice in the desert. On account of the
persecutions I went to laryapol where I lived until my arrest.
(My letter was published in the "Socialist Vestnik", in Gerneny,
No.12, for July, 1923, with an introduction by Dam entitlead,
"Eyes Are Opening.")

During the search in my place, manuscripts were taken
away from me which served as the material for the charges
against me. They were my personal notes on the guestions of the
day in Soviet Russia, my impressions during the Revolution and
generally my views,- all this I had written down for myself,
as memoranda for the future. In these, not being limited hy
the censorship and the severity of the laws, I called things
by their reel names, i.e., I criticized those actions of the
bolsheviks during the Revolution which I considersd spposed
to the spirit of the Revolution.

| In one of my notes, under the title, 'My Reminiscences:

" d description
| VWherein the Soviet Power is Bed", in 8 detaile P

B .n0 xy views of them, I wrote that SEHsjteialigCithe
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Socialist-Revolutionists which took place in Koscow has been
steged and put up at the ezpense of the "@.P.U." for the public
opinion of Russia and of foreign countries." I was asked in
the "G.P.U." how I could write such a thing snd how I knew

- gbout it? I replied that I wrote for myself and I would answer
for the truth of my writing before my own conscience, as I had
no intention of publishing what I had written, and that was
not obliged to give anybody an sccount of the sources of the
thruthfulness of my impressions.

This is the basis for the charges made ageinst me in
accordance with Articles 61, 66, 70 and 72. In addition, one
of the important incriminations is my note-book which I
preserved accidentally, and in which the addresses of the
edministrative exiles in Archangelsk, the Socialist-Revolutionists
&nd the Social-Democrats, were entered by me for purposes
connected with my service in the "G.P.U.", as well as a note
to the effect that "Ivanov-Rinov is an agent-provocateur."

As to the purpose of these notes, I replied that I
;ﬁd not know Ivanov-Rinov, but thet I had accidentally met him

¢ Council of the

when I entered the service of the Fcon

Province, as we were candidates for the same job. Whether he

is an agent-provocateur or not, I did not know that I had no

interest in it, znd that my note was made sccidentally. All

this forms the charge against me of being connected with and

Participating in counter- revolutionary organizations end

disclosing secrets of state, in sccordsncé with Articles 61,
8 of the Griminal Code.

I am further accused of conducting enti-Soviet propa-

. Bande, while working in the Finencial Department, among the
B king

[ y
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’;oy.ee. What this is based upon, I well know. This is all

hes

o s substantielly in the indictment in my case, as far

T know. It is no more end no less than revenge for my
:upanking out openly and the basic cause for it is my "open
s SRR vengeance. Even as I am pure

: Byself, so I desire all to always bs pire and frank, snd I
;‘o\,m sound the trumpets of Jericho, if I had them, sbout this
injustice, about the violation of the fundamental rights of
human liberties and, sbove all, of thought and personality.

I never was a slaweand never will be.

I want to proclusin thet in a'free country where the
working class is supposed to be at the helm, where the news-
papers brand the bourgeois governments of Furope, for
persecuting the workers and the communist press and for
meinteining prisons end Jeils under s regime of civil liberties,
28 medievel barbsrism, claiming st ‘the same time these liber-
ties exist in Russia, that here the worker is the master, the
bearer of power, free to speak what he will end srrange his
destiny &5 he may please and that he is permitted everything
and even encouraged in his thinking (but it is only phrases).
Suddenly, at the same time, this workingman is
‘Seized, put in prison, subjected to punishment without a trial
#na investigation, outside of the law and order. Why? Only
because he, as the bearer of hisamthority, opened his mouth

Which he thought the only revolutionary thing to do, end did

it honestly and openly, ezercizing the right of a citizen to
Bt s :
| argue. You are punished beceuse you think,

or another, beceuse you want to

because you are

Al
interestd in’events one vay

Set down your views on paper gince you are literate enough

Y 4
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word to appear in the press, and

you as reminiscenses for the future.

Where is the logic of it? Is it possible that I will

forbidden to do that too? And if you have a note-book where

u put down whatever you need, so as not to trust your memory,

One questions, does such unscrupulousness in violating
_one’s personal rights, especislly where there are civil liber-
ties, exist in bourgeois countries? Perhaps the times of

HNicholas I. can compare with ... (Obscure) Where, then, are the

" then alone? There are thousands such as I. Unheard of, their

voice does not ring out on the pages of the Russian and European

ot
Press. Nobody is interested in them. At least I open my mouth

but they have nmot done even that. They were elways slaves, and

they are beaten by those whose heart is cruel and whose

ands are high !

(signed) ALEXANDER MATVEEVITCH NOVIKOV
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GRAVE AND CHRONIC EALADIES.*’

In September and October of last year we were arrested
together with scores of other conrades during the "G.P,U."
CaMalgn aimed at wrecking the Charkov organization of the
So¢lal-democrats. After a more or less short period, five of us
were released, 2s suffering from grave and chronic maladies,
BRder & written pledge of mutaal security snd of oup remaining
in the city. The five were, Raphael Crigoriev, A.Folmskov, and
I. Resul, o1l suffering from tuberculosis; V.Tcherkeas, afflicted
¥ith heart-disease and sick pneumonia contracted in prison;and
I-Voronitzyn, who wus loosing his eyesight. One of the tive,
Raphael Origoriev, was arrested while in the hospital of the

Charkov Tubercular Institute and was released from prison after

the official interference of the Assistant Procurator of the
Ukr’ai"imﬁcpublic, Maker. Two of the others who are now in
prison, N.Titensky and A.Fomitchev, were released at the moment
the case was about closed and the remeining prisoners about to
be exiled to Turkestan.

On the night of April 3 to 4, of this year, all of

the undersigned were agein arrested on an order of the "G.P.U.Y

8nd one of the agents of the "G.P.U." announced to us the
following sentence passed by a special council of the Commissa-
Tiat of the Interior: "Imprisonment for three years in the
Archangelsk Concentration Camp."

+) This communication was addressed to Skrypnik, the Procurator

of the Ukrainian .Soviet Republic, and & signed Guplicate
to the chief of the "G.P.U.", Nentzev.
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The pessing administraetively of a sentence which
condemns most of us to certain perdition has firamly convinced
us that the Government hes decided to exterminate us physically,
but at the same time lacks the courage to assume the pesponsib-
11ity for it openly.

We hereby inform you thet on April 4 we declared a_
bunger-strike which we announced in the corresponding statements
to the Chief of the "G.P.U:" Mantzev, and the President of the
Ukranian Scviet Republic, Petrovsky.

We sddress ourselves to you as to the representative
of Justice, inviting you to investigate our cases and if any

element of crime be found in them, to put us all on trial. We

know but too well the severity of the punishments fixed by
thekxisting criminal code, especially with regard to so-called
counter-revolutionary crimes, but we prefer the most severe
sentence passed by an open court trisl to the lightest admin-
istrative punishment.

If, however, there are no data Justifying you to put
us on triel and the Government cen fight us only by means of
extre- juridical measures, i.e., by means essentially opposed
%o the law, then we have the right to demand from you guarantees
safeguarding our lives, our health, and a minimum of civilized
life. We consider it necessary to communicate to you the
conditions on which we can end the hunger strike:

I. It will be immedistely suspended if the administra-
should be annulled and we should be

tive sentence indicated.

Officiplly informed that our ease is to be tried in court.

II. The acceptance Of the sdministrative repressive

Sentence passed on us we meke subject to the following conditions

| 99
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1. A medical exsmination to ascertain whether our
' jeslth permits a long trip snd living in & climatic zome vorse
" ihen that of Charkov.

2. The granting to those who desire it the right to go
sbroad and the leaving us free in Charkov until we secure the
proper visas.

3. None of the sick among us should be confined in
prison or in » concentration camp.

4. Those of us fcund by the medical examiners to be
unwell should be exiled to places not reguiring & long trip,
climatically not inferior to the Charkov zome, end to points
where the systematic assistance of expert physicians can be had.

5. The tripio exile together with our femilies should
be made at the expense of the state, without taking the ordinary
prison-to-prison route.

8. The granting us of a month’s time to settle our
affairs.

7. The immediate release of all of us upon our mutusl
pledges or of upon the pledge of our represemtstive for all.

This is the minimum of our demands. We realize but too
Well that every day of the hunger-strike brings the mejority
of us nearer to the fatul end.

But we slso take into consideration the fact that the
notorious Archangelsk concentration camps on the ihite Sea
threaten us with ineviteble ruin.

We prefer without hesitation death from a hunger-strike

in prison in the capital of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic to

Slow extinction in o concentration camp modestly hidden away

~ in a pornicious Gark cormer.
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We have warned you, Mr. Procurator, of the choice we
n;ve made and the decision we firmly adopted. We huve also given
this warning to the Centrecl Exccutive Committee of the Ukrainian
Soviet Republic anc to the "CG.P.U.", and all responsibility
before the Russian and Internctional proletsriat for our lives,
health und the fete of our families will fsll with ull its weight

on the Soviet Government.

Cherkov, April 5 1923 (Signatures): I. Voronitzyn
Rephael Grigoriev
A. Xolmakov
I. Resul
M. Titensky
A. Fomitchev

V. Tcherkess.
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i gl s i g STUDENTS.+)

As a result of our futile demands to be transferred
fron the criminals’ ward to that of the political prisoners,
(there were appeals to the Administration, the "G.P.U.", and
the Procuratorship), things moved as far as an obstructive
demonstration, with the smashing of the eyeholes and window-
holes in the doors, etc. On April 30, fifty students declared
& hunger-strike supported by a group of prisoners charged with
social-democratic activity. After six to seven days of the
hunger-strike, some of the demands were satisfied.

In the night of May 7, the social-demoerate Malevsky,
Savadsky and Khavinson received an order to proceed to Moscow.
Indignant over the fact that, in spite of promises, they were
being sent off without warning, and exhausted by the hunger-
strike which had just ended, they refused to go. They were
dragged by force during vhich operation bldod stresmed trom
lialevsky’s throat ell over the cell. This aroused the anger
Of the entire "political” corridor, which declared a new
obstructive demonstration and a hunger-strike of one day as &
Protest. Up to 200 people participated in it. The obstructionists
¥ere punished by being deprived of their promenading hours
2nd of any packages received for them. This punishment was,

+) The text of this letter was published in the central orgen

0f the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party, the "Soctalist
Vestnik", No.l4, for July 6, 1924

T
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however, removed afterwards by Messing. For the damage to

state property, for the "economic counter-revolution”, as one

of the prison functionaries put it, a huge bill was presented

to the "hirelings of the English bankers' ..."

The examination conducted by investigator Kozhevnikow
who was sent here from Moscow was very chapecteristic. The
charges made were truly mythical: we are accused of belonging
to some unexisting organizations, many of us for participating
in the activity of five of them simulteneously. The questioning
is a mere formelity. Kozhevnikov behaved st the inguiries in
the most offensive menner: He shouted, stamped his feet,
addressed the prisoners familiarly with "thou", cursed. His

usual epithets were "scoundrels", "rascals", "kids", "milksops”.

Especially galling was his treatment of the women. He threatened
with the Solovki which he deseribed as " a place where they
let the counter-revolutionists’ blood", and where recently six
socizlists had been shot. He invited several of ms to become
agents of the "G.P.U.", threatening in the event of a refusal
"to make further study impossible and to make life generally
intolerable."

The results of such an "inquiry" were sentences
Unheard of for their cruelty. So far fifty-siz have been
Sentenced, forty-one men and fifteen women: 21 men and 7 women
10 concentration camp for three years, 2 men and 1 woman.-
or two years, 6 men and 1 women to exile for three years,

2 men ana 6 women to exile for two years.

%) The bolsnevist press frequently rofers to the socialists
&s "the hireling of the Englis pe
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This cruelty,and one should bear in mind that the

majority of the prisoners are nen-partisan and many are

absolutely non-political, is explained simply. Kozhevnikov

‘dropped & remark that the operation did not catch the proper

people and that therefore it was necessery to punish partioul-
arly severely those who were caught so that the others who are
free should not carry on too much.

The workingmen A.l.Smirnov, who was arrested in
Petrograd, formerly a member of the Central Committee of the
Social-Democratic Party and now e student of the Petrograd
University, was invited by investigator Kozhevnikov to head a
movement of "ex-socialists™. "You only have so sign these five
lines and you will be free again, otherwise we will keep you".
Smirnov rejected this favor of the gendarme. The result was

three years of exile in the province of Viatka.

Petrograd, May 1924.
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MARI 4 SPIHIDONOVA.+)
February 19.

I think that in court it will be possible for me to
pass this on to you. I am therefore writing it for any
eventuality.

First, do nét be surprised if you find me looking badly
and meke no deductions from it. I did not have enough food
here and the conditions of imprisonment ~ the lack of fresh
air, of heat, of undisturbed sleep-were not very good. The
environment is purposely arranged as if for vengeance...

You will recall that in 1858, in Paris, the bourgeois
government invented the Law of Espinasse "About Suspects". The
order was given to purge Paris of all "suspects". The purging
wes executed. A similar order was issued in the provinces.The

+) The case of Maria Spiridonova is unique. The reader is
earnestly urged to read this and the following two articles
before forming any definite opinion. Maria Spiridodonova,
an intrepid girl revolutionist, was outraged and sabered
in 1906 by & horde of Czarist cossacks after an attempt
to assassinate a general notorious for his cruelty to the
Peasants. She was condemned to death, but the protests of
European public opinion compelled the Czar to commute her
Sentence to penal servitude in Siberia where she spent 11
yeers. Released by the Revolution, she returned home like
& conqueror. Her party, the left socialist-revolutionists,
supported Lenin in November, 1917, and had several portfolies
in the Soviet Government until 1918. Then Spiridonove was
arrested, but set free after five months in prison. In
Pebruary, 1919, she wes again arrested. The sentence of the
Moscow Revolutionary Tribunal in her case read: "Not wishing
to cause Merie Spiridonova unnecessary suffering the
Moscow Revolutionary Tribunal resolved to isolate Naria
Spiridonova from politicel ana social activity for a period
of one year in & sanetorium, affording hcz‘"tl“.e opportunity
for normel physical anc intellectual work.! The pr‘eslzng i
excerpts are from letters written by Spiridonova during he
Ysynatorium. 'oonfinement. The soviet press at the time
¢laimed that she wes hysterical and needec & cure. fgi: :—s
nova's own secount, elthough dating as far buekb;s 1919, 1s

reproduced here solely tecause it is indispensable to a

estimate of the entire case.
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instruction was to "discover" plots of not less then 10 persons
in each province, to involve in these plots the open enemies
of the Empire and to put them at the mercy of the Minister.

The Hinister exiled them to /énd to other terrible places,
without investigation, without trial, giving an account to

no one. It was impossible to secure defence, to protest, to
appeal. It was & grave. The government of Napoleon III.had to
terrorize in order to show that it would stop at nothing. I
hed to break every illusion of justice, of truth, to paralyse
ell ninds by insolently outraging truth, to accustom everybody
to such violence, so as to demonstrate its power.

The very same thinz is being done by the Government

of Lenin and Co. Liberally the same. Plots of right socialist-
reyolutionists and mensheviks are being invented wholesale.
While still cooperating with the bolsheviks, I often quarrelled
With them furiously pointing out that these "plots" are lies
of hysterical tchekists. And later, after we left, these
"plots" assumed a mass character. I am now confident that they
Were invented on purpose, that they were panicky visions but
systematic fabrications. The best proof of this is the later
"plot of the left socialist-revolutionists." Bven from their
oWn statement of the case it can be seen that there was no
Such plot...

Send me a thermometer. I get a little worse every

day. I shoule lie in bed, but the bed is frightful; impossible

o 1ie in it with en sching side and back. Hy side is 1l sore,

25 far as the spine. It meens that my tuberculosis is
developing rapidly. It is a sheme that I succumb to it so
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easily. The bed is made of beams and rough sticks, and is
yithout boars. The so-called mattress is a dirty thin rag
through which everything cuts into the body. I tried to put
the mattress on the floor and sleep on an even surface, but

the stone floor is damp and very cold.

March 4.

In the newspaper wrapped around a packege delivered
to me today. I discovered the "Cese of Spiridonova', where I
read the wording of my sentence which I heerd badly at the
time. It was very amusing reading. What brezenness! Bukharin
was hooted down by the workingmen at my meeting, and almost
put out. Yurenev was silenced at my meetings or permitted to
speak a moment amid & chorus of whistling. Smidovitch was
allowed to speek 15 minutes, but sll the time there was noise.
And all these unrecognized leaders of the people and official
orators, sticking their pride in their pockets, were my Jjudges
in " a court of justice.' ... They could not answer me at
Public meetings,- so they think they can overcome me with
prison, trial end the Tcheka.

I nomed there the towns where by foul corruption or
through the arrests of the candidetes the elections to the
Soviets were effected. (And Smidovitch, with engelic nasiveté,
Proposes that we fight them in the election campeign after
Putting us in prison.) I indicated a number of factories in
lioscow where the workingmen are subjected to indignities and
Whepe the disrezerd of their will approaches an outrage. And
Speaking of the ruined peasant economy which is the only thin:

that could raise the country and give it bread and socislisn

i
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. speaking Of the dcfiled Soviet Goverrment, of the bespattered
and terrorized spirit of the worker and peasant, of the flogzed
pack of the moujik, of the counter-revolutionplanted in the
village by the guardian comnissars, I reslly was "emotional",

I cried "with an uninterrupted voice". This hooltgenism, this
robbery of the people and its sacred revolutionary rights is
perpetrated not in the despotic realm of Krassnov, but in

that of Lenin and Bukherin, which even now makes & difference
to me, hence my "howling". In Krassnov’s satrepy I would only

aet

I cennot characterize otherwise than Ydiseased
hysteria" the regime which Bukharin and the other "leading

soviet figures" whom J have offendedand "defemed", have created

for me ostensibly to cure me, "without bing to cause any
sufering.”
Contemptible hypocrites and jesuits ... In their

servile newspapers they cry ab-out Radek chained in s German

brison, But do you know the conditions which they -soci:lists-

are creating? I would prefer chains on my feet and a
Zeck to my present environment. Just to characterize our
Communist Government I will tell everything about it, and not
because I cannot bear it.

On February 18, I suppose for the purpose of the

"educational cure” or simply in order to exasperate me, I was
transferped to the Kremlin, to the guardhouse. I live in a
Narrow hole next to the werd where 100 to 130 men of the

Red Army ave quartered (it is a school of "Red" officers,
W0Stly comuunists). One room separates me from the main werd.

The £i1th, roise, ruttle, whistling, wild shooting, clatter
5 I
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ma .11 the rest that goes with a military barracks where the
gen are on duty day and night. My room i¢ divided into two

iny cells by & board-partition, which does not reach the
ceiling and is very narrow, about two and a half to three feet
wide.

In my cell there is a window, in the next - it is
dark. A resonant stone vault, stone walls nearly three
centuries old, and a @emp stone floor. Behind the partition
are two guards armed with rifles, who every now and then olick
their muzzle-stoppers. One sentinel is unfailingly at the door,
frequently looking into my room. The other pries through a
little window-hole cut at enother place, and the two of them,
together with visitors, (at this moment there are five alto-
gether) are constantly glued to the window and the holes,
greedily watching me. This is for me the most fundamental
of 21l evils. In the Tcheka, where I spent about a day, I
hed to declare a hunger-strike, 2s I had no other means of
defence against a woman-Spy who was planteé in my cell. After
& quarrel she hed had with another spy outside my door, both
of them, frightened, naively stared at me without removing
their eyes for a moment. In this place I thought it was a
temporary evil, that I would overcome it, but seems to be
the system. Whose? Bukharin’s, Smidovitch’s, or Sverdlov’s?

T 8 not know, but it is the system. And like all centrelized
Systens, its origin of course hails from atove. It is the

thivd week now that I am compelled to sleep without undressing,
88 T gn yery fetigued. My whole body coes not seem to be mine
8 mope. I camnot wesh, I cannot read, write, eat, think

Salnly, wnen sninterruptecly I am the object of the curiosity



't these slenths. You know what it means generally to me to
pe an object of curiosity. You know well erough that it is
to serve long sentences of penal servitude, but in this manner
ye were not treated even by the servants of the Czar.

"Thet will do", I sometimes address the spies,"you
neve Stared enough, you ought to be ashamed."

"It’s our orders," they reply, sometimes in a
confused and sometimes in an insolent voice. ...
To characterize the hypoeritical care of the
bolsheviks sbout my health I will add a little concerning the

externals of my "sanatorium'.
There is no stove in my room and it is heated through

the partition. It is chilly, of course. And when it b

zins
to get warm, the moisture from the window requires razs to be
absorbed, the corners of the walls end the ceiling anc the
tloor are covered with wet spots, and the whole cell looks

as if painted.

I have fever of course all the time end I em couzhing
85 2 result of this dreadful cell and the unaccustomed
tobacco smoke which drifts invisibly. I cough from the
Poisonous gases coming from the stove which is peculigrly
¢onstructed.

After the stove is heated, I sit for hours at the
table, trying to lie down on my absolutely impossible bec,
¥ying to overcome the throbbing at the temples, the hammering
Of the heart, ané the other consequences of the poison. This
188 8aily event.

When I applie¢ for open-air exercise, I was refused.

When T gsxec for newspapers, I wes refused. With great
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gifficulty I secured soap. Why are there no visits permitted?

The sentinel convoys me to the toilet, which harmonizes
ully with the general style in my cell and even with the
cracked partition here. Behind the door of the toilet the
gentinel stends guard. To reach the toilet it is necessary
to pass the biz hell packed with savagely staring soldiers
who immediately dash into the room adjoining thk toilet which
nas lerge glass doors. So that in addition to practically
living in one room with two to four strange men, I have to
share generally my life and all its prose with 100 soldiers.

The guards are changed every two hours. Every half
hour there is some kind of an additional inspection. They are
wetching. At night there is the banging of the door, loud
conversation, rettling, and every two hours, every hour,
every hal? hour somebody looke through the door to see that
I am lying here under my coat.

This was never done to me even when I was & penal
convict.

And the endless, persistent petty incidents cannot
even be told...

Bukharin, Lenin, Trotzky may be satisfied. They ere
&venged. But they do not understan that such opponents as
I they can, if they so desire, torture or murder, but not
Mmiliste by petty mockeries. This is shameful and base.

There is no need to say that specific measures of
Protection against my escape do not at all require such en
eNVironment. I was imprisoned by them in a normsl jail five

Bonths ang aid not escepe. I was in solitary confinement. Ky

Lettish suards always slept at their posts aad my windows
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yere open on the court, but I did not attempt to escape.
freir confidence in me, their attitude, put me under obligation..

Neturally there were incidents with individual
puffiens who would aim their guns at me. But this does not
count: This heppened seldom, only 5 or 6 times, and then it
was only & threat of death and not e prolonged system of
torment of the free spirit of a living human being.

I am writing you all this not in order to alarm you
ané meke you run sbout the various offices begging and secking
relief. We must not accustom these power- intoxicated functi-
oneries to have anybody crawl before them... We must agein
bezin to fizht end win respect for our spirit in prison, we
mist create traditions. Internationslists such as we, believers
in the power of the tcilers and not of 2 single party, will
for a long time yet be languishing in the prisons of unprinci-

pled

vernments of all shades.
March 14.
March 9 I was transferred to the Kremlin hospital.
I wes very ill. I beceme sick in the first days of my impris-
onment in that hole, sbout February 14-15. It was diabolically
vold and camp. Then the cell was heated, and it began to thaw
&nd became wet. About March 4-5 I began to cough blood, &nd

in quentities resembling the period of 1906-7-8, before I was
let the

Sabered. I would bend over & stinking receptacle and
blood stream from us. I was on my feet, beceuse there was a

8in in ny head, and knowing that my condition was bed, I dic

Mot want to sucoumb to it.
One night wes especially critical. I awoke with &

e end hai arrivel. Then it begzan. The entire

Sensation thet
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pillow, kerchief, towel were soaked with blood. I felt as
it I were expiring. Suddenly I sensed that I wes no longer

the master, that "it" came

I called the sentinel to .raise me, but found that
I had no volce. I tried to knock. But the han@ would not obey.

I could not raise my hands to wipe the blood off
the 1ips, mouth, and cheeks How long I remsined in such a
condition I do not know.

At dawn I gathered strength to put myself in order.
It was very interesting. The thoughts were so different. There
was no indignation at death which seemed to be present. Nome
at all.

I recalled everything that I hed left undone. And
there was such humility in the soul. It wes so calm, calm.

I was lying and waiting.

I wes terribly shilled. Towards morning the sentinels
became so alarmed at my appearence that, in spite of all my
Protests and begging, they telephoned to the authorities and
asked for a physicien. I had one answer to all the queries:

'T want nothing."

The physician, & woman, looking at the geping wet
Spots on the walls, and et the whole cell, ssid: "If you remsin
lere another night, you will die." ...

Here in the hospital I almost recovered. My hands
tremble, there is a noise in my head, but there is nev strenzth
Here T 10st abrout 6 to 8 glasses of blood. I would sosk the
®nd of my kerchief in the glass of blood, and would have &

Yonderful, bright, crimson benner.
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~ Here I immediately began to breathe more easily.

que must be powerful indeed. It will heal, and I

Harch 20.

I have been transferred from the hospital tc the

) the guards it was heated once. Otherwise, there is no
inclination to heat it. I am shivering, of course, but I

like the room. The floor is of wood, the cell is long, narrow.

One cen walk about 10 steps.

Today the measurements of the windows vere taken.

They ere pitting in bars. Instesd of & sanstorium, therefore,

they are converting one of the Kremlin rooms into a prison.

How thoughtful.



PROTOCOL OF GEARCH BY THE 90,F,U,% IN THS
HOMES OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXILES

t States that the Seareh Was Made by the
Represontitives of the "G,P,U," en April 15,1024,

in the Honss of the"Adainistretive Exiles Idelson,
0.0.30linsky, and the Wife of Idalson®, Rothing Was Founds
It Te Interosting that the"G,P,U," is inseribed on this
Blank of the Ordor ovor over the Nsme of the ZIehoks, In
the Identity of the Two Organizations,
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A HauUNTED sour

I was brought to the sickbed of Marusia from the
Butyrki Prison on October 27, 1920, after spending a year in
Jail.

She wes arrested in the night of October 26, while
sick with typhus. Boris Kamkov who was on duty that night at
her bedside was also arrested. According to him, the raid was
carried@ out on & large scale. Apparently, the exact lodging
of Marusia was not known. And before locating her, a number
of spartments in the enormous house on Tverskaye 75 were forced
open and several women, frightened to death, were routed out
of bed with the question: "Are you Spiridonove?® The raiders
were armed vith bombs and army revolvers, as if attacking o
gang of bendits....

I was brought from the Butyrki upon the demand of
Boris Kenmkov.He was released two or three days later, and
permitted freely to visit Marusia at any time of the day or
night. The first months our Jjailers were unusually courteous.
No forcible trensfers from one place to another were made.
Boris, Kakhovskaya and Bogoyavlenskaya were permitted to
visit the patient. For sbout a month wo remained in Marusis’s

house. The gnards, sbout five or six tchekists, behaved

very correctly, doing their best in order that the patient
Bi8H1a 4ot bee o hear them. Boris and I never discussed the
Brbdss it Martsie, and she hever spoke of it either.

BeReraily she was silent almost all the tiue, Hler teeth set,

B e it Ty ipore; S a1 1t 10 a'niiisper ‘&R would be
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“.igm;ened by a loud voice. She was leading her inner deranged
1ife, Witk its nightmares, outside of reality. But there was

one fundamental thing in all her nightmares: the prison, the
jack of freedom, the consciousness of the violence prepetrated
on her and others. She would see aroiddher now Csarist gendarmes

and cossacks, now Leninist tchekists. The physicians who

called on her would assume the same shape. Whenever Boris eand
1 introduced them to her, we became in her eyes traitors,
sccomplices of the jailers ....

On June 4, whea I wes preparing to put Marusia to
bed after giving her a bath, as she slept much better on such
occasions, I was called out of the room by the investigator
of the Tcheka, Piukenen, who arrived with some other persons,
ané informed us that we were to be transferred immediately to
enother place. I explained that a sudden transfer like this,
without previously preparing the patient for it, and without
the asistance of the comrades whom she remembers and does not
fear, might have very bad consequences for her. To my declar-
ation the following answer was made: "I must carry out my
orders today."

T had to submit to the threat of violence and was
compelled to give the petient a large dose of a drug to induce
sleep in order to overcome any possible physical resistence
on her part. The transfer was of course made in the usual
vay, by automobile, which alonme inspired her with disgust and
hopror. In the second hour of the night we found ourselves
in our new quarters, es I learned the following day, in the
Psyonintrical Prechistenks Hospitel, in the Shtatny Alley,

Since 1ast Easter converted into a prison hospital.



- 166 -

A damp, apparently long uninhabited room, with the
yindovi- frame tightly sealed and the oppressive odour of a
cellar, struck us very unpleasently after our dry and sunny
room. The wooden frame of the window was taken by Marusia to
pe prison bars, and as soon as she entered the room, she began
to examine thwse "bars” and to saw them with her fingers
yhich had not yet healed from "sawing" the frame of her bad at
our last place in moments of depression. With the aid of &
small penknife, I immediately removed the window-frame and
opened the window. But ell night she remazined up, hsunting
the room like a shadow.

Outside were trees. Nightingales were singing. Our
den which had been sealed for a long time, was filled with
exquisite air laden with the arome of poplars and birches.
Behind the trees glittered the red stars on the caps of the

soldiers and tc

kists sauntering about with rifles or
revolvers. Sometimes at night, as well as in the daytime,

wild shots would be heard. The first week , from morning to
night, an insane inmate nearly cried, sang and cursed. Narusisa
begen to fear the window and the door, and would hide in the
darkest corners at the appearance of the physiciens.

But this was not her énly reaction to the new envir-
onment. She absolutely refused to take food and even to drink
Water. A1l my persuasion, pleading, scolding, sll my tricks
(I put fooa in all tue corners of the room) were of no avail.
She woulq not explain why she refused to eat. She only whisperc:
of fohekists end gendermes, whom she saw everywhere about her,
Yeling the door and the window, and even in the room behind \

the ohaip anc the table.



I was in utter despair. The physicians began to

talk about artificial feeding. This would have been her end.
yhat was ailing her mainly was the hatred and horror of
yiolence. Violent feeding would fincrase it to such an extent
thet she would not be able to endure it anymore physically.
Besides, this act of violence would be associated in her mind
with sll those refined cruelties which she suffered in 1906 at
the hands of the Czarist gendarmes and cossacks. I absolutely
rejected the proposal of forcible feeding.

Looking for means of saving her, I seized at one
thought: Perhsps Bads, who had spent about four months at her
bedside, could influence her and make her eat. On June 9 ,at
the end of the fifth day of her dry hunger-strike, I wrote to
the Tcheka, pointing out the desirability of bringing Boris
Kemkov. The seme evening he was brought from the "Inner Prison'
of the Tcheka. The patient recognized him and received hinm
well. But ... our zim was not achieved.

Obstinately, with the consciousness of & healthy
Person, she continued to refuse food. On the sixth day she beger
to grow very weak. She was lying still, her face enaciated,in
her eyes u petrified expression of yearning and horror, and
ftrequently she wouldflutch at her heart. She slept from
three to four hours daily, her pulse was from 120 to 130, end
at the approsch of the physicians who frightened her, the
Dulse pesched 160. I begen to apply to her heart day and night

& cold wet rag which caused her spparent relief... On the

Soventh day of the hunger-strike (which was "dry" and that

rightened us especially) we sent a declsration to the Presidiu

Of the echeka demsnding the only measure which could save
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sorusie - her immediate release.

The answer to our declaration was remarksble for its
oynisism. The following dey I was called out into the court
smere et & table were seated solemnly two representitives of
the Zcheka, & woman physician named Fainberg, the investigator
fozlovsky, and several physicians of the hospital. The senior
pnysician reed to me a paper signed by Samsonov, & member of
the Pre~sidium of The Tcheka, and invited me to sign it. The
document instructed the senior physician to apply artificial
feeding to Onufrieva (the Icheke insisted on designating
Spiridonova by this pseudonym, sc as to conceal her identity
from the medical staff, but of course the secret was out
from the beginning). The consent of her guardian Izmeilovitch
wes reguired, however, so as to make the lstter responsible

for any consequences. I aid not limit myself to signing my neme

but expressed my attitude towards the courtesy of the Teheka.
While I was writing, the tchekist physician was

conducting around the table n pesceful conversation with her
colleagues about an ambulatory and other problems of the day.
Suddenly there arose before me the distant, forgotten,I had
thought,pest: I am in the circular tower of the linsk Prison,
Condemned to death. I am reading & newspaper, which reached

Be in spite of all the prison bars and prohibitions. It is

the period of the bloody suppression by the Czarist Govern-
Rent of the Revolution of 1905. Every day the newspepers would
tell of more and ever more executions, and every day the seme
Newspapers, on the fourth page, chirped of the theatre,opers,
bellett, Ana the aissonence in the soul from a comperison of

the ohirping on the one page and the martyrology on the

|
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other was such that my soul refused to believe. And now again
s similar dissonance struck me. Here, a few steps away, a
puman being is dying whose life was all spent in the service
of the Revolution. The functionaries are reading to me, her
post intimate friend, her death sentence, courteously inviting
pe to attach my signature to the effect that not they but I

gn killing her. While waiting for me to sign, they are
giscussing ind-ifferently current affairs.

I wrote approximately as follows: the catastrophic
condition of the sick H.A.Spiridonova, according to the profound
conviction of Kamkov and myself who have observed the eatire
course of her illness, oan be relieved only by a radical change,
by freedom, since the fundamental cause of the ailment is her
consciousness of violence, of the lack of liberty, of prison
life. Forcible feeding will undoubtedly hasten her end and
incresse her torment in association with the outrages she
has suffered at the hands of the Czarist cossacks and gendarmes,
¥ho in her diseased mind are identical with the chekista.

The proposal that I choose between artificiel feeding and the
alternstive, is equivalent to allowing me to determine the
Bethod of killing the patient. Rejecting absolutely the method
of artificial feeding and selecting the more gradual and less
I sgain emphasize that the death of

Painful alternative,

Spiridonova will lie entirely on the heads of the present

makers of the destinies of Russig." Verbally I them edded my

appreciation of "the original kind of liberslism which is

bringing us back to the davs of Socrates when the person

B i o ber executed had: bhe rightiof choosing the mode

o his @eath." ...
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On the tenth day of the hunger strike, Boris succeeded
jn meking Maria teke two sips of tea. This was the beginning
of victory. She began to drink a little, & couple of times a
gay. But our attenpt to give her some tea mixed with the yolk
of an egg feiled, and only provoked her fury and a refusal
to drink et all. We had to be more cautious with our subter-
fuge -

On the twelfth day of the hunger- strike, June 15,
Boris was suddenly teken away from us by trickery. He was
called outside, end five minutes later they came to me for his
wvercoat and oigarettes. As if we would have built a barricesde
and offered any resistence with a dying person &n the room!
fils sudden diseppearance, without a word of farewell, had a
depressing effect on larusia. Ivo days afterwards she looked
for him with her eyes, and called him in a scarcely auditle
whisper, "Boris, Boris." I could not leeve the room for more
then & very few minutes, as she would be alarmed that I too
wes token away. The physicians declared her to be at the
point of death.

On the fourteenth day, in the evening of June 17,
When Marusis seomed completely exhausted, I poured into her
Bouth, which wes half-open, about half o cup of tes containing
the yolk of an egg. She swallowed it with her eyes closed.
1 quickly prepared a similar portion and repeated the opera-
tion. Even now I do not know how it happened: whether it was
tha mesuit of an exhausted will, in connection witi the physical

collapse of the orgenism, or whether the instinet for life

forced 1ts own way by chenging the original inner resolution

L s1io0d, 1€ was the latfer. In'the firet days when
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she began to take f0od T had the impression of a strugzle
going on in her between the old resolution and the new impulse.

Now, as I am writing this, a week and a half have
passed since the end of the hunger-strike. I see nothing
hopeful for us in the near future. Marusia is almost always
in a state of aelarm.

The wild shots which occasionally resound not far
from us bring on the thought that in the vicinity people
ere being executed. She tears forward to help the people
supposedly led to execution. And when I hold her back, she
reproaches me of being o coward, like all the others around
her. If I should let her zo, she would stop at no doors and
g0 ahead, unt~il she struck the bayonet or a revolver of a
Leninist tchekist. I therefore keep her from going. She then
tosses about, bruising her hands against the doors until blood
flows, anc is angry with me.... Something unprecedented,
something which eries to heaven, is being carried on here.
Certainly nothing like it happened either in Hungary or in
Denikin’s kingdom. Even there & psychimlly deranged person
¥as never subjected to an outrage like this. In the course of
a year there has been going on here the torture of the living
soul of a human being, bound hand and foot by sickness,
defenceless ageinst any experiments made on her. In & diseased
brain, the prison life, espionage and the oppression, are
Mltipiied tenfold and leave their impression with acute
Painfulness. They know here from innumerable medical examina-
tions ana the daily observation by the physiciens how seriously
111 Warugis is, what o torment imprisonment is to her,- and

Vet they leave her in this emviromment on purpose. In the
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stubborness, which is truly revolutionary with which Merusia
refuses to submit to their oppression they discern an insult

to their power, and are sharply chenging the conditions here
for the worse. Apparently they really want to achieve the
dreadful end, and with them it is now only e question of
concealing from the world all that is transpiring here. In this
respect they are performing miracles of isolation. They like
to strangle, but they like to do it quietly ... And if the
Czarist penal servitude could not destroy her, it will now be

successfully achieved.

June 29, 1921.
A. IZWAILOVITCH.

+) The author of this end the subsequent letter, Alexandra :
Izmeilovitch, in Spiridonova’s most intimate friend. She |
spent 11 years in Siberiz at penal servitude together with i
Spiridonova whom she calls familiarly Marusia in these letters. |
The history of Izmailovitch resembles that of Spiridonova.

She too had been sentenced to death under the Czar. Since |
1918 she has been in bolshevist prisons almost uninterruptedly. |
In 1919 Spiridonova escaped, With the aid of a guard, from her |
Kremlin "sanatorium", but was again arrested while sick with %
typhus in October, 1920. A year later she was transferred with |
Izmailovitch to & villa in the country about fifty miles from
lMoscow. The two women have been there under "domestic arrest!

ever since.
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PLEADING FOR PRISON,

In the course of several months, as I have more than
once declared to the "Red Cross", the proprietors of the
house st Malakhovka where Maria Spiridonova and I are lodged
have conveyed to us in every possible way their desire to
have us leave, the obvious and unquestionable cause of this
beingthe open watch over our house maintsined by the Tcheka
("6.P.U.") and the cells mede on us by its agents, official
and disguised.

At the present time the conditions of our living
under the same roof with these people have become 5o ambarra-
ssing and our relations so damaged, that our remaining here
turther would be an oppressive burdon. Besides, I have every
reason for supposing that agents of the Teheka ("G.P.U.") have
been planted in our villa as tenants, and that the proprietors
themselves have either partly or entirely become agents of
the same kind. Marusia as usual divined this before I did, and
her condition immediately became worse.

An attempt to change our living quarters here would
not improve but on the contrary complicate matters, as any
kind of moving @ets on her in en extremely exasperating manner

The Tcheka will create the same conditions everywhere, whether

it be another villa, a loscow appartment, or a ssnatorium,
1t will plant its agents around us.

My spplicetion through the "Red Cross' that Narusis
be permittec to go abroad has apsarently, to Judge by the

silence of the "G.P.U.", this time too been decided negatively:
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The result is a grave situation from which the best way out,
once permission to zo abroad is refused, is to be in an
ordinary prison where everything i8 clear and definite, where
& Jailer is a Jailer, a physicien a physician, a comrade a
comrade, where there is no sham, no lies, no watching from
the corner of the eye, no eavesdropping, and none of that
terrifying moral atmosphere that distinguished our hospital
in the Shtatny Alley, which was a highly refined place of
torture for the patient and which Kalakhovka is beginning to
resemble.

Upon the clearly expressed wishes of the patient as
well as my own convictions, I am addressing this ples to the
“Red Cross" to do everything in its power to secure the trans-
fer of Maria Spiridonove and myself to the Teganka Prison,
into the normal environment of our imprisoned comrades with
whom we could associate without being watched and without
first obtaining permission, all of which would considerably
neutralize the depression which the prison bars and the
other jeil externals would make on the psychically unbalanced
patient.

The conditions of our present "freedom" created
by the Tcheka are much worse than having to report daily
to the police and are in no way less a mockery and injury to
3s, providing the Government only & false reputation for
"hunanity" .

A. IZMAILOVITCH.

June 11, 1922.
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poL D Y ELFARE

Representing the "Society for the Relief of Imprisoned
Anarchists", with the permission of the "G.P.U.", Lia Cottman
and Elena Ganshina went to Archangelsk (in March, 1923) to
lend aid to the anarchiets kept in the northern cemps. During
their stay there, & hunger strike was declared by all the
snarchists of the Pertominsk Camp, demanding the smelioration
of the conditions or transfer to Archengelsk.

Because Lia Gottman, Peter Skurikhin, who had been
exiled to Archangelsk for two years, and Blene @anshine
informed the Moscow and Petrograd comrades about the hunger
strike, all the three were arrested and convoyed to Moscow.
The "G.P.U." sentenced Gottman and Skurikhin to ex ile in
Beres-ov, in the province of Tobolsk for two years. After
& hunger strike in protest, the sentence was changed to
exile to the territory of Narym. Elena Ganshina is still
ewsiting her sentence in the Novinsk prison.

Tatians Polosova, a member of the "Society for
the Relief of Imprisoned Anarchists", was sent to Archangelsk
t0 transfer the child of an Anarchist prisoner, Tamara Veger,
Who was st the time in the Pertominsk Camp. The child, a
little girl, had for more then a year been in prison with
Ber mother, since she was taken at the arrest.

We receided frod the innocently suffering little
treatupre soul-rending letters in which she implored us to
r sees the sun and she was always

take her away since she neve

terribly cola ... Fith the permission of the mother we inquired

E
|

—
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gt the YG.P.U." in Noscow whether the Society would be
pernitted to take the child away from the prison camp. We
received permission for our comrade Polosova to go to
Archangelsk with the consent of the central suthorities to
receive the child.

After much trouble and many struggles with the
local authorities Polosova secured with great difficulty the
child of Tamara Veger. But s day before her departure from
Archapgelsk, on June 28, 1923, Polosova was arrested. At
present she is in the "G.P.U." in Archangelsk. The charge
egainst her is unknown. (Probably "banditism".)

The unfortunate child was returned to her mother
and is now together with her in the concentration camp of
the Solovetz Monastery.

Such is the fate which has befallen all the comrzdes
sent by the Society for the Relief of Imprisoned Anarchists
to render aid to those who are languikhing in the northern
camps.

In the night of June 09,1923, 41 Anarchists were
arrested in Petrograd and 16 “traps" were planted in ‘giffe-
rent homes. The house where Mollie Steimer and myself lived
belonged to a physician who daily received many patients.
When we were arrested, such a trap was left behind us. During
the following four days everybody who entered the apartment

Was detained and nobody released. More than forty sick

People who had come to the physician for treatment were
arrested in the four days. No supplications, no imploring
&vailed. All the people were kept for four days without food,

8ince no permission was granted to go out for food.
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One girl ceme to call the doctor to attend her
dying mother. She was also caught in the trap. Her cries,
groans, hysterice aid not help. She was not permitted to
peturn to her mother who died while her daughter was in the
trap having hysterical fits.

The physician himself, the proprietor of the
apartment, who daily worked in three hospitals where he had
patients that needed his attention, was also detained. No
declarations that these people had no connection with our
affairs, no begging that the trap should be raised, helped.

At the home of another comrade, the workman Iven
Likhachev, a similar trap was planted. A women next door not
knowing what was going on in Likhachev’s home, came in as
she was in the habit of doing, to bomrow something and wes
detained. In this menner sbout twenty people were arrested
among whom were four mothers, wives of workingmen, with
nursing infants at home. During four days they were not
allewed to leave the spartment, there was no food ih the
plece, and they all went hungry, although "according tc the
lew" the "G.P.U." is obliged to feed all those who are
detainea in "traps". The mothers implored that somebody
should be permitted to go snd obtain food for the infants.
Especially was this mecessary in the case of ome infant that
Was artificially fed. None of the supplications had any
effect. Thepe was one answer to all of them: "Not permitted”.
AS o pesult, a child of four months died in the erms of its
Wother on the fourth day-

411 of the 41 arrested emarchists were kept under
uard in the "G.P-U." Prison on the Gorokhovaya Street.*)

+) Ses "Ihe Prison without Bars® by Shabalin on Page 9.
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ypen I recall this prison a shiver runs through me. It is an
orainBBITEBSThca by wooden partitions into 44 solitary cells.
gach cell is three steps long and about one and & half wide.
Half of the cell is occupied by & wooden bunk without a
matress. Day and night the electricity is on, as there is no
other light. There is absolutely no fresh air, so that the
prisoners stand at the holes in the doors which serve for the
delivery of food in order to catch a whiff of air which is far
from being fresh. The food which was utterly uneatable
consisted of soup that remindd one of muddy water and of a
pound of bleck and badly baked bresd and hot water. Nothing
more. But all thot was only "half the misfortune". The most
terrible thing was the vermin, everywhere of every description.
§hen I put bread on the table, it would become in a few
minutes & living, moving mass. In the course of the four days
of our stay in this Soviet paradies none of us could fall
asleep soundly even for an hour. We could not bear it any
longer and began an energetic protest on the fourth day,
demsnding our transfer to the Preliminary Prison. In the
evening of July the 13th we were transferred there.

puring the following two weeks 26 persons were set |
free. The remaining fifteen anarchists were charged with

propaganda of Anarthist ideas, according to Article 186 of the

eriminal code.
Maria Veger and Mollie Steimer were kept isolated,

én an equal footing with common criminsls. They declered &

Munger strike demending transfer to the politicals’ corridor,
the amelioration of the conditions of their imprisonment and

the right to see visitors. The left socielist-revolutionist,
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Lide Surkova, suffering from tuberculosis, who had been
gondemned to exile for three years to Petchora, the non-parti-
san Zoya Bensina and myself, after leacning of the hunger
strike of our comrades, joined with them as a sign of solidari-
ty end protest.

On the fourth day of the hunger strike, the prosecu-
tor Ivanov, who was in charge of our case, ceme to the cell
of comrade Steimer and suggested to her to stop the strike on
condition that he would satisfy all her demands but not those
of comrade Marie Veger who was to remain with the common
criminals since she was one of them. Comrade Steimer indignant-
1y asked him how he could qualify iiaria Veger as a criminal.
To this there came & curious answer: "Veger was condemned in
1921 to two years® exile in Archangelsk as an anarchist.ifter
several months in exile, she escaped. Therefore, she is a
criminal.”

Steimer then remarked that if that be the case,then,
of course Lenin, Trotzky, Bkuharin, Kemenev and all the others
et the head of the Soviet Republic were criminals, since they
had ot different times escaped from exile and prisons.Aroused
by this answer, the prosecutor Lvanov bangedthe door and
went away. On the sixth day he called me out and proposed
that I should stopp my hunger strike and persuade the women
to do the same. I replied that so long as all our demands were
not be satisfied, we would not suspend the strike.Enraged
Re began to shout that he would not sutisfy our demsnds and
thet he would order us fed srtificially beginning the follo-

¥ing day.
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"Steimer thinks", he said, "that this is the

American Government and all that she demands, we will grant.

Nothing doing t"
Oalling him 2 scoundrel, I went back into my cell.

On the seventh day of our strike, & member of the presidium

of the "G.P.U.Y

+)

» Zbruiev, arrived and granted all our
demands.

1923. SEMYON FLESHIN.

+) The reason for this unusual leniency was of course Mollie
Steimer, the fearless little working-girl of New York who
was in 1918 condemned by the American courts to 15 years’
imprisonment for protesting against intervehtion in Soviet
Russia! hollie Steimer’s case attracted world-wide attention
at the time. After spending two years in prison in the
United States, she was deported to Soviet Russia in 1921.
Two years later, after having been twice in bolshevist prison,
she was deported from Soviet Russia, barred for life from
her native land, Russiz, and from her adopted country,the
Bnitea States. The present article was published in the
"Anarchist Vestnik" for November, 1923.




BANNZR SUDDSNEY RAISED AT FUNSRAL OF

PETER KROPOTKIN,

"Wo domnd the Liberation from the Prison
Dungeons of the Ansrchists Pighting for
the Idons of Kropotkin - Ansrehiem.”
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