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A F EW R !IJ A RKS . 

i. Thi s i s a strictly humani t ari a n and not a po li tical l abour .The 
sole objec t or the 7ompil e1· or theoe l etters wa e to make an 
~h~e;~1 ;~n!~~ . consc1e nce o ! the civilized world on behal! or 

2 . The let ters inc l uded in t hi 1.1 vo l ume a re exclusively !rom pol1-
tie a l pri son er s belongi ng to revolut iona!'y p a rties , the soci a l
democrat s, the r ight :::oci alist -revo lut i oni sts , the l e!t soc h.
lis t-re vol ut i onisto, e.nd t he anarehiats . The l iveo o r the 
authors o! t hese l e ttel's have be en devot ed to t he Revol uti on. 
Many or them :Jhared pri son and exile wi th the p r esont r uler s 
o ! Rus sia be f ore 1317. 

3. '?ho COl:'.l~iler c~phatically desire s tha t t he se o rigina l l etters 
from pr ison and exi l e s hou l d not be con tus ed w1 t h the numer ous 
s en sat iona l books o f impr e ssi on r; and o ! intel'pretat ion written 
a bout Soviet Russia . 

4. This CO!!!p1lation i s documenta r y ane. not ir.ipressioni a tic.Since 
the days when Ge or ge Kennan's "Siberia and the Ei:i lo Syste111n 
appe ared , world pu blic opin ion has chnnged con s i derably. In our 
own days e verybody i!; believed and nobody in believed . The 
iss ue or ve racity s e oms t o be the t ouchotone o r present- day 
civi liza ti on. 

5. To avo i d t h e dangerouo wnt er::; o r ve racity , t he writer de cided 
t o achi eve hi n obj ect by c oa piling a volu!:e o ! in!or 1:1ation 
r a ther than by writing a book which would be a ttacked a!J pr opo.
ganda . 

6. The writer vi r.iited Soviet :tussia 5 timen in t he yea rs 1919- 1924 
a s correspondent ! o r the Americ an PPess, and has consi ntently 
! ought agains t intervention, the blockade, the White Terror, 
11.nd !or the recognition o! the Soviet Govern::ient. 

7. Upon learning while in il!Oscow l ast winter !rora 1.l"rs.Peter Kropot
kin o r the bloody tragedy on the Solovetz Islands an~ l ater o! 
the suicide o ! Sergei L!ero zov in prison,11.nd !inding hicsel! 
unable to tre.ns111i t the news abroad to the press because o! the 
cen sor s hip, the writer decided that 6 way ::1ust be r ound t o 
conve:,> t o the outf.lide i.'Orld the ! a cts atout t he politica l pri:J· 
onors i n Soviet nusoh .. This book is a rea lization or tha t dec
i s1on. 

e. Part On e o r the prG!Jent vo lume dea ls e xclusively with the Solo
vets Islands , a nd particularly with the e vents o! De cecber 19 , 
1923 . The prisoners• camps on thane arctic isla nds c e rit the 
special attention o! all hum11.nity . 

9. Part Two or this book consists o r letters fNi::J vari ous prisons 
and places o! exile . tlo u.ttempt has been raade t o arrange them 
chronologica lly . About one hundred more pages o! s i milar lett~rs 
ti.re being translated and transcribed, and will be mdded to this 
pa!'t when co!!!pleted . 

10 . The co:ipiler has spent much time and labour in collecting tind 
transl ating these letters and in securing :oi.nd providing the 
illustrations. He will bo ampl y rewu.rde{: when the revenue deri
ved from the aales or this book, which i::; to be published in 
Engliab, French and Geri:-.o.n ,is!!pp--lied !:ir the relie! o! the 
prisoners. 

ll. You 11re earneutly invited to devote a !ew hours to tha utudy or 
these let~ers and to keep in mind th11.t their nervous e.n r! im
p11ssioned ton~ lo often due to the acute su!tering endurer! by 
their allthore. 

12. I! after a etudy o! these letters,you - whose woPd !!light save 
this disappearing intelligentsio.- should feel icpelled t o do 
somet hing, please write a re.,, lines ezpresninl your nent1ments 
!or publication as a preratory note to thin book. 
January. 1925, Beriln, 
Pr!nsre.ientenstr.93 Isaac Don Levine. 
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L E T T E ?. 0 i! :;1 ) 

"So!!lewher>e e.t tt.e enC. o f th e wh ite world, on the 

shores of the icebounC see., where eight !'lOnths in the ye e.P 

winter r-ei3n::i, wher-e for months the sur: doe<i not e.p;.1ee.r , there 

stands the God-pl'otected Convent of Zosimo-Sa.vvat i evo. " 

Thus bec;ini:; 0 11e of the nuoerous accounts published b;,r 

the nonks of the ancient Solovetz !.!o!la.stel'y which has ex isted 

for nearly five centuries - i t .,..as rounded in 1 429 - an <! was 

turned in the suoner of this yee.r into a bolshevist pen~l l abor 

cc lony, into a ruoderni zeC: soviet Sakhelin ... 

The first political priconers - enarc!',ists - eppeared 

in Khol!::o::;ory~) in February, 1928. This 13:roup, tre.ns t er!"ed in 

the spring or 1323 , ii.fter- a ste.y of one year in the ca::i;i, to 

Pertocinsk2 ) -:.nC: l e. te:- together wi th tte rest to Solovki 2 ) 

has elready run the whole gamut of all that the regi1:1e h!.lS to 

ofre r . lt was necessa ry to wage a struggle ! or the tlO!;t elnnn1t 

ar~' thin a;!; , such a.s conceCing to th e sccii.liste an<!: c:'larchists 

the o!'dinary rights or politice.l prisoners. In thi9 struggle 

1) This letter from the Sclovetz lslenda was written by 11. 
representative socialist exile in the firat he.lf of Dccel!:ber 
1923 , aeve!'a l days befor"e the bloody event of De cetiber 19 . 
I t is a comprehensive r-eview ot the life o! the politica l 
prisoners i n the so-ce.lled r.orthf:'rn concentration eamps,and 
1u1.s first ,:;ut l ished in t..e.rch , L'24, in the "Socialist . VeetnikM , the ce:'ltP11.l org:::n o! the ~usaian Soei!.l- De!!!ocratic 
Labor Party. 

2) See the :na;:i on the opposite p11;-:;e . "Solovki" i n the term 
c or.i:aon l y used to desi:;nate the Solovetz Islands. 
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they ll'et'e subJected to llll t he kno·.rn punishl.'18nta, such o.s 

soli tary con tin ei:ien t , beatinB, Stll.rving, t hro-.1n;;. on t he •ire 

org anized !ir ing by the mil itary detlle hment at tte tu11Gin3 , 

It will sutti ce t o say tha t at t he e nc:. ot t he ye:1.r 

tl1e :::taj ori ty ot t he :~holnogory ini:w.te ,,; c ou ld boas t, i n lld di tiol! 

to t l:eir pas t recor ds, ot hunger s tt'ikes t o talli ng tt.i I'ly to 

thir>ty- !ive de.ys, a thirt:. ot whic h were · ~ry • strikes. 

'l'he st!'uggl e o! t he Per t oni ns >: in~ates ,- t he tir st 

jlOliti cal prisoners haG been sent ther e i n Dece::iber, 1522, -

wa s or s hor ter dura tion. The "rce;i::ie ot 8&.tcl:uilis" was ':: r oken 

towa r ds t he end or Februa ry. Loc l:ed ce llo; t are bunks ; the 

zhutting ott ot light, water, &n <i !'.e at; r ations et co=on cri:::i

inals; t he ban on open- a ir exercises; firing a t wi ndows ; the 

enC:.less r inging o f the alfl.r:i-bell, •ith the tre.in i••6 of ;;:iachir.e

guns on t he quarters of the poli tic11.l p r isoners; t!le et tacks 

by Co1:11:n.ndant Eatchuilis, fol?"med with 11. dagger, on i ndivi dual 

prisoners; - all o! this was at that til!ie • a closed page • o! 

history . Part of the old a.t'l.!!linistr!!.tion , including the eminent 

Bti.tchuilis , was removed. But it was quite clei:.r to ever:r·body 

thi;.t ii.nether strug~le was t1.heaG, the st:-uggle fo t' the aboliti on 

ot the Pertominsk camp itse l f . This ca::::ii:i hc.d an c-xtrece~y 

in!Juf!icient nu::iber of buile.ini;s !it even !or- h!.l!- huzi;an 

habi htion. The locn .. 11 t y., like lholcogory , is especiclly 

1nrected with mule.rii:.. ,S'Al l the former ln1:1ateG of Khol1:1oe;ory 

trAnsrer-:-ed to Pertoninsk weroe suf!e::-ing ,.1 tt:out eJ:ception 

Crom m11.l a.ria. 

Our co=u.11ty,l) contcm;ilated besinr.ing the new struggle 

l} The political prisoners ll.I'e oroge.r.12e.! in cor.cuniti<ea accct'Gin 
to their val"ioua pat'tie:; .. H9t'e the reference is to the social
de11:ocrat1c group o! eJ:ilcs . 
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in t he spring when it would be h11.rCI. tot> the ad:nin1stratlon to 

1sol..:. te u s c omplt:te l y f rom the rest o 1 the world . Howe ver, the 

ana r ccl!ists llt the beg i nning o r ?J!lrCh commenced a n inde pen dent 

a t .-uggle fo r t heir t rtin srer !rom Pe PtoDinok , which the re

mi;. ining mer::ibers or ou r COJ:lmuni t y, though t soinewhi:.t p r el:lutu r e . 

On March 7 , t hey s ent telegrans to Archun3elsk and llloscow 

d emanling u r gen t l y to be t r i;.ns!erree. to Arch a ngelsk. '.rhe 

u r gency was dictate.:! by the app r oac h er the oeason or ii::.J1assr.ble 

r oads , by the inabili t y t o secure medi c e. l treal:!!en t in Perto-

1:1 i11sk fO!' t hu;e seriously 11 1 , en ;·. by simi la r r e asons . 

By Mar ch 15, the til!le-lil!l i t !i:z: e d i n t he tel egrams, 

no 11.nswe r h:;;.v int been t'ecl!> ive d , t he an11.r ch h 1ts ae c l a red u 

hunger s t rike . l'hree day e 1 11. h r t he r e a !'rived i n t he eamp t h r e e 

mc: r e an i. r chist p r isoners, ea eh o ! whom had j u st un dergon e i n 

lriosc o·" u. hun t;er--st rike o! !if tee n d a ys' dur ,,, ti on , o.n i.. they 

i!!!me d!ately join eC: t he s tr i ke he r e. In a we ek the h'.ln3e r be go.n 

t o s how resu lt s . Already o n th e si ::z; t h a nd seve nth d a y s seve r- ir. l 

people were i n a semi -con scious sto. te . '.l'he question 11.!'0 Be a s 

to swi !ter iind more e!!ective me t hod s of combi:.t. On M1u•c h 22, 

t.bout 11 o ' c loc k i n th e n ornin g , t he soun d c ! s::ia shed g l t!.ss wa s 

hea r d, the aliirm bells bezo. n to ring . Th e clict ing o! muzzle

lltop;:is rs r ,,,ise d b:r t he scldie <" s and guard3 surroundin g the 

bui l di ng rell.ched our ears . The !Mi.chine- guns mena. c inz;ly lifted 

their snouts . 

There wi<.s a smel l o ! •coks !rom the cc rrido r . It 

S. Pi->eared that u number o r hunger-strik ing a na r chists , all :nE n 

loc ll:ed t hemselves i n s. cel l and piling up a t the dcors d l 

kinds ot Jun k such as berths , ma t t r esses , e tc. , pou r eG kerosinc 

over i t an~ se t i t on !1:-e . The o !!icials who c ame running in j 
a hurry o o 11p l c t e l y 1011t theiuelves. t'he oo-ani!ant was 



a lto,ge t her absent ,- he was hunti ng e.t this critica l tice . The 

actin g com::anlant, the right hand ot Eatchui li s , lll ichflaon , 

who had won distinction in the Cr it1e an e1ecution ':l and wl:.io in 

sp i te or h11v in g be c,n s en t e nc ed t o capiti.l pun ishment in sooe 

oanner er.ie r geC. in t he capac ity or the unot!ich.l mi;.ster or the 

destinies or t he cto.t1p , br oke open t he door o r t he burni ng cell . 

'I'he tire le e.pal! i n to t he cor.•ic~or und beg!.?l t o attack the cell s 

on the opposite ::. idi::.. The coi:u::iittee ot ol derJ is sue d i.. n o:-der 

to t he prisone rs t o lea ve the burnin3 bu il o!i ng. The corri~ors 

were a lready so tu l l ot smoke t hat it was all!los t 1'~poe !Jib l e-

to mc.k e on e ' e way t hrough t hem . Hul t an hour l a ter t her e would 

have bee n not hi ng left o r t he building whi ch w:.i. s o l d vrooden 

and ve r y dry. It is har! l:r n e cesst.,' J to describe th e p!3;rc ticlo;:;1 c

a l condition or t he politica l prisoners w::o had to ass u:ne the 

tur-c t ions or o t '.:'i c ials unC'. p revent tl'.eir f el l ow pr isoners t r o;:i 

c~r ryin 3 t o the prob ably horr-ible un :. t he st r uggle they ha.d 

initi a te C: , but who cou ld not look on with in!lif'!e!'ence a t the 

burnin:; o ! th eir i mprison c.! col!lr i..des . And when one of on ... 

el !!.e rs1 ) ordered the fire put cut , eOl!lehO'" evef'~boC.y without 

argu~ ent rorr.i el. in £ltt.:.nt ane--ously e. eh!O.in which reache!!. to the 

'll'all, wh i le !lOJte rushe C. t o t he bu11C:.1ng with buckets or w"'ter. 

The "'ni;.rc?:ista who reri t. ine G in the cellt were cior r ied 

out. '?owe.rd s the end the cioMi..ndant apj.leaN!d. At his o!'Cl.er, 

11.ll the c.nv.r chists were trt.:isferred to tho hospital. Several 

hours l &ter the hocpitc.l w::..s cor.:.pletely 1solt~ted !ror:i. the 

builGing occiupied by the political prisoners . Not:odJ Jc:ne w wb:.it 

waa going on in the hospitc.l . It wo.s only knolfn thi.t the 
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hun ger- st ri ke wns being continuet. , th i.. t ::;ome or the stri!:e rs 

we re in a r ather 3r nve condition . This state of a f fai:-s h.ated 

for sev e ral ::ior(.' dt:.ys , 

From Arch nngel s k soi::e kind o r e. co1I1mission , co:tposed 

of the as soci i;. te c 1", 1ef o f t he depart lf.en t o f the north eton ca!llps 

'.·!ogtev, of the yr ocu r.:. t or o f the P t'ov i nce ar.d r e j) r e s ent1i.ti ves 

of the Sov i et , de i ::;ne.l to pc.y us a vi £lit . The c.rl'iVt..l or t he 

cocrr.ission con t r ibu te ;: noth ing ne w. The t nnsion gr e w conott. ntly . 

Fo r hour s pe op le clung t o t he w in .~ow s, tryi n g to 311.ther f r o111 

th o J i !fe ren t in t'i r ect siuns of t he c a':lp-li!e soll'.ething i.bout 

the ch a r a cter et t hE ev en t s \Yhich in th e ir opini on mi ch t b f! 

occuring in the hospital. Finally , on the Wt h, t he sbteenth 

day of the hun!;er-strike, there ~·.rrive C. troo t~ ci.loow a cor.::i is ::; 1on 

consi sting or u re presentc.tive o r the "G.P . U." l) and a repres~ 

entat ive o r the proc urv.torship, F.ondurushkin, who modestly 

prssente i! hi ?J.self 11.s ~ the ? r ocurator o r the ~epublic. • In the 

morbine; or the 3lst several ~ar~s i:.nt! sold1ero ~ p p eared a t 

tt.e bunk er each hunger- st ·,•iker . All or theo we r e bound 11.nd 

some were carriet. of! tor a l."ti!icial tee .::ing. S1wentet>n days 

or hUn ;!e!' eJ:h!j,usted the an i;_rchists physically to such u. det;ree 

i.n e, the ei:;:ierience<> o f those da:,rs strc.ine!! their nerv t s to suc h 

a st a te or !ati:;ue that the hunge .·- st;•ike wa;; c.utcmatically 

suspended. Thus the strike ended in ! Li lu rt- . n,e...,e coul~ be 

no ti.lk of 11.bo l i:::;hing the Perto~insk Cfl.l'!lP in the !'lear ruture . 

Life a:zu.in be [l,l,n to enter, slowly , it is true, into the 

ordinary routine. About the sa:!ls tii:!e the e:1terne.l " tlocka~e" 

ended, too. In the first rnonths neither lettero from the camp 

1) The "G , p . u." pronounced wge- pe- ou" , i~ the present name o! 
the old Tcheku , i.n& is formed of the initials o! the Rusaian 
words 1teunir'l' the Politica l Depe.rtment or the State.It 12 
a kinl o! ge~durm.ery d th e:1ecu ti ve powers. 



nor l et t e r s add ressed to t hEr camp arrive -1 , gett i ng a tuck s ome-

11'here in the o!!ice o ! the " G . P . u . ~ 

Apr il , U&y c.n d H .e !il'St hitl t o! Jun e pa.s:.led i n 

oompe.:ra. t i ve peace. It is true , tf,el'e we.-e in d ivi dua l eon! l icta, 

a.a on N!ly l, be c 1;. use or c. flag displayed !rot! tht wi ndow ao 

purt or t he struS3le !or pe rmission to ke Ep tt:e win dows open , 

but n evert he l oss t hey dis t u:rbe l little the gen erc.l mode o ! life. 

t here c ame a dri!t o! wa:r'lll we ather . The l a st s now tell on May 

31, Navigation opened , new pc.rtie s or prisoner s beg!ln t o a r rive . 

The number of poli t ic 11 l pri:.lone r s was doub l e.::. i n a ve r:i short 

t i me. lfe were e xt:ramely crowde d . The &d:li t iona l buil dings put 

at the dis)osa l o! t he y .~ i son e rs die. not he lp ;:iu ch. The 

ad::iini 1t r ation be:;en t o spe a k o! t he forthcoming t rans!e r of 

the c ril:'.i na l s to t he So l ovk i ti. nd o r t he tr~ns!or1:a;.t ion or 

Pert o~insk i n t c a camy !or poii ti cala exclusi vely. About the 

midfle o! J une th e t ran s !e>' o ! the con=.on criminal s to the 

Solovk i i;.ct u ... ll y be3i;;.n . The !!.dtl lnist ra tion l!l.ade an e ! !or-t 

inci i!e nt e. lly to r emove 11.s coml:'.on c ri=in e; l g a. number e r co111 r11.d~ s 

or t he soci o.list cor.mun i t y who were class ified o!f ioii.lly a s 

non - pa.rtisl..n. But no one a ttribute<:< any serious i !!l j'.lort t o the 

ru mors we he a r d c or.ce:-nin~ the tr ~ n s!er o! the po li tic t. l 

prisoners to the Solovki. Abo'.lt this title Pertorninslt h~' 

a l re t..dy acr,,u irel a notorious Pe;>ut a tion everywhere , an l it 

eee111e d th a t it could not be surpassed . 

On June 23 the be l ls 1.>[Ic.in be;an to sound c.larn-

ingly , the muzzle- stop;iers clicke ll once !!lori.o , a e;a:ln tte machine-

guns at111.red in our r uceo. The alarm, it soon t.1.p;ieare<i., wos 

c ,,use~ by the discover:: o! a torcea openin3 !rem the buil~ ing 

in the V& cant basement an <! of rcotpri 11ts in the <S.i r ection o! 

the bay . I t wc.s toune. that two an a r-c?.ists, Vlat'!.11!111' Kras 1cvsky 
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and Ti..tiana Romanovn , h11.C. e sci:.pee. tl:e pr evious n13~.t . Po.:"t o f 

the col!".:auni t y l e11rn ed of t he ci.is1ippear .. nce only early ~n t he 

n oI'ning. T!!e moat super !ich.1 invest igation or tllf' c l rcutt.e t ances 

o! the e s cape und of a nucber o r pre cedini: i :icidente ( a oou;ile 

o! aaye tefO:"!;' t he e vent, t he adn:.inistration had remove'1 the 

two outuide s e nti!lels posteC. in t hE most 1 ~portant plece , a t 

the wall ! ..:.clng t he t:uy l, l e ft no doubt ''° to t he roole o r t he 

adninistrnt ion in t he "escape" . It wa s f u:rthe r e s tt.bli s hed 

that t he " f u3itives" were relea sed b;,.. Comr:;~ni:ant [.oginov him-

s e l f . It was 11.lso estut,lis!l~(, tha t Krao::icvsky and Rct:i~ nova 

were in t he e: .. ploy of t he "G. t' . U." (Lr.:te I· , a t Sol ovk i, the 

11.Qninistration G.id not even Cen:;r these ft:.c t s.) Sone peop l e 

conside red the wescupe• as a )J roeli!!lin11.r;t oilita ry Giversion , 

int1rnded to !!ic.ke it e a :lier ! or t he aW:linistri;.tion t o accoc plish 

the trt:.ns fcr ot t he politicel pC'isonerc.; to Solovki. 

On June 29, ~02·tov a.,::i.:.in a.;;i}<eareG. on t he ho r izc n . 

The co::i;:r.ittee at elders w11.s cc.llel. before hi m, e.n <L he 11.nnou:1ced 

tht< t Pe-rtoninsk woulo! be 11.bolisheC:., tht.t :.ccc!"'.! ing to or6.ers 

1rorn t1osco w i.l l the politicti.l prisoners ·11oul6. be !lent by a 

steer.er which wi;. c.; due that ni5J-. t to Solovl:i, where the best 

cloi9tC!' haC. bH.n lle t asiGE- tor them and where the;: 'lf(;Ull! 

enjoy a i'e::ice- of zreute» freedo:i: . Ii thr yri soners shoul~ 

refuae vcltinta rily to l eave , he woulC:. trt.n:J!cr the21 by force 

and c ... rry out his o .•der3 frorr. rbove . 

Speciul rr:eetin.:;s o! the Ercups we»e ClllleG . The 

soei:.:l·c:~i:.oor .... tu by i:.n insignific ant ll.Lt.Jority G;'l:)lr.Jssell the~

aclves a3i:.ir.st leo.vi!lg ant:. !or resistance to the tri:.ns!cr , 

re311:r~l1rns o:t the cO!l!lequences . The rrr.c.ining tucti,"n:J, t he 

s ocit:.11st·rcvolutioni!;lto, the left soci alists-revo.i.uti~niate , 

;..nc! the at.6.rchists de~i(.01,,i by 1!11 .. jcrl ties that io wits nece11~:ary 
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tor va riou s rea sons t o leave without r esi stance . The consent or 

the col'M!unJ.ty t o t he transfer to t he So l ovti wa s coirmunicat e d 

to Nogtev. 

?he f oll owing da y we hurriedly collect e d our 

belongings , embe.rked on the stewrrer> and ~r a t r i p or about 

16 or 17 hours a cross a rarely c a lm sea , On e hundred and titty 

Pertominsk politice.l prisoners on July 1 ,S.e a ved to t he •sa cred" 

shor e s of the green Solovetz Island , at t he l anc!ing- pl acc o ! 

which 11re nu:!lerous p icturesquely sca ttered mon :i.e t ic churches 

and buldings. Part o! these, inc lud ing the cathedrale and some 

other structur es , had but ve ry rec ent l y been devasta ted by 

!ire. 

Upon l anding on the So l ovetz s oil we all felt that 

we vrer>e entering a new and strange phase o r life. Froo convar-

sations with comnon criminals we learned or t he shocking regime 

which the ad..'"linistration i s applying to them. The.-e is no 

limit to their hours or servitude. 'I'hey receiv e a J'c a l starvation 

r ation , being red largely with ntinkine cod·!ish. Beating is 

practiced at every step upon the slightest pretext . Every 

keeper, barra ck- warden , every petty official oupervising the 

penal l abor has the " right to the ntick" , i.e., the r ight to 

beat. The high official s do not oven need such a right . They 

can beat ~;henever they liko and with any thing they p lease . 

For all;/ insigni!ican t o!fen9e punishl!len ts are e:ziployed hardly 

known even to the represcnto.tive s or the exotic countries 

be l onging to t he Co:i:I:iuniet Interna tional : scores o! criciinals 

are etripped nude an<! put !or a perioa or tour to six hours, 

t owards evening, when the mosquitoe:i;; a. r e especiall;v nU!l:e roua, 

"under the mo:;q.iitoes~ . Al ongside , a special sentinel is placed 

whose duty it i s t o ~oboerve" that the victii:.s s hould not in 

one "lf!ly or another> drive the 1:1osquitoes away. At the sa.11:e time 



other •civili:i:.ed" punishments were r esurrected: the stone • bags• 

which have existed her e al1:1ost since the day2 or Ivan the 

l'er rible . The crir:iina l s ::ire put tor a week and somettoes ror 

t wo weeks into tho "bags" - narorow and deep pits i n the ::tone 

lt'a l ls , o.ltogether without light, into which a man can be put 

only •at an angle~. 

After spendi ng seV!il'al houros at the landing- place , our baggage 

ll'll.S piled on carts and towarodi:i evening, (which i s a roelative 

tert'.1 1 as this happened duroing the period of the whi te nights,) 

we round ournclves at Savvat ievo , situated at a dist ance o f 

twe l ve v~rsts !roe the s t ation . 

After the man:r ha!'rowing experiences o r pri s on life 

in Khol l.'logor7 a nd Pertominsk, upon our i.rrival at Savvatievo, 

our new place, we were all filleC. '1fith the sa:::e wioh : t o utilize 

the short northern su=e!' for recuperation; t o gather strength 

ror the coming hard winter or complete isolation during seven 

i:ionths fro:n the outside l'l'or l d; to 11.ccui:iulate self-restraint 

in order t o be ar all thC' hardshipG , 11.l l the prison t ragedies 

which, i t se'!mS to us , l!\ay occur whon we are left her e during 

the wint er all a.lone with the local little czars , cocposcd of 

white euo.rds , tchek ints 1 ) with crimina l rccordo, and various 

cricinal and bandit e l emento !oro nin c- t onths of the l ocal 

admi nin t r11.tion c.nd the so-call ed staff of keeper ::i, and who 

are a ll corr~ted wit h t he reeling t hat they are responsibl e 

t o ne one . 

Uon g the very numerous or ricio.l s o r the centra l 

dcpo.rtoent or thr cur:ipn , whicl• is l ocat ed here at Sol ovki , and 

of t he i n<l i v i dual cc.::-.ps and c loisters, ther e are not more than 

1) Agents of the Tchelta , the oll'!. n:;.t:io of tho •G . P.u . • 
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halt o dozen •troe" inen; all the others 1;1re ezcluaively priaonero 

or the a!ore:sent1onod categories. Many o! the middle and lowe r 

o!!ich.la who had but l'ocently received sentenceo or co.pital 

punishl!lent which wero commuted to ten years in prison, round 

themselves a t the Solovki and here immediately bec!l.Dle •peroon

t1.ges". But even the • tree" high o!ficials are essenti11.lly not 

very much different !roir. the others: they arc ~ and 

ot course all collllr.unists, who had. oinned in one way or another 

and whom the Communist Party or thei!' !'espcctive dcpartl!lents 

disciplined by sending them to Solovki ror corr ection and 

improvement . It is obvious that one coul d not t'lake a succesntul 

career in do!ling with the oom::ion Cl'imina.ls, of who::i the re are 

!OUl' thousan~ here . 'l'hOl'O re>!lain the poli ticale, on 'II hose 

heads it is posaible to earn redemption !ol' one' s sins . (The 

local o!!ici a l te:-::i "c:-iminals" signi!ies 11.ll cate{;Ol'ies o! 

prisonel's, e::i:cept socialists and anarchists, such as co:nmon 

cricinal s , condemned~' specu l ators , peasents , etc . 

The prioon in which they are kept is knol'fn at the "Kremlin~) 

t'e all ar!'ived here , u.s I indic11ted ubove, under t he 

acute need and desiro o! recu;;erating, even !or a shol' t whi l e , 

one's body and soul. The ::iumr:iol' ""eathel', the l ake, the evergreen 

woods surrounding t he cloister ae€!med to create the necessa.r y 

a.tmosphere. Berore his departure fr-om Pel'tocin9k , Nogtev 

ll.B9Ul'ed the committee of e l ders t h11.t we would ho.vo at our

dispos a l the l ake and part or the 'll'Oods , and a au!ti c i e ntly 

com! ol'tabl e and spac i ou s building. Ac cording t o hi m, the 

Savvatt e vo cloi ot er could !r-eely aoconodate t hree hundred 

persona. I n l'Oali t y it 11'0.0 quite different. The build ing 

a s s i gned to us , even according to the a t (.t.nd az>da U zed by the 

11dmi ni s tra t i on , ( some kind or 11 commission examined t he houao 
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before ou r a r r i va l an d s e t thes e s t andar ds ), had room ! or 

abou t 100 or 110 pe op le . I t turne d out to be as bad with the 

l al<:e and woods . A t i ny sectio n o! t he l ake~ fron t wan fe nc ed 

ot ! !or u s a nd the first atte mpt , t he day f o llowi ng our a r ri v i;. l, 

to cross t he l ittle bridge into the wccdo en ded with direct 

s!iot s at one or the politica l p risoners . On l y the t reme 11.dous 

s el !control or the coi::rade who wa.s the target , the l e r t 

socia l ist- r evolutionist Groshev , and o f a no the r comrade who 

cried to t he oen tinel : " Ai 1:1 a t the fe e t!" averted a bloody 

event o n the second day o! our s t ay a t Solovki. At night the 

admi n istra t ion r emoved the litt l e bridge wh ich entered into 

t he his t o r y or t he cloio t er as " Groshev ' s br>i dge fo r t i fication" . 

As t o the woods , they we r e re a l woods , bu t beyon~ our 

reac h. A part o r t he cour t , i n are a abou t on e an d a ha l f 

desi a t i ns, wit h a score o f birche s , was a ss iened t o us , as we l l 

as un uddi tional bi t o f the l o.k e. 

The very :Ci r s t day we h a d t o tight ~!re ady !or the 

le gc. l izJ.tion of t he right t o wa lk a. bout freely during a ll o f 

the t wen t y· fou r h ours of the d;i,y within th e confines o! our 

tiny domain. We h ad be en prO ' taised it nt Pertominsk yet. 

Af te r s e ver a l days of ba rgaining 'Hith Nogtev, we secured t or 

our a. cc otr.odntion s a n other wooden structure, with r oom for about 

30 persons , t;.nd the a. dr.ii ni s t ra. tion "owe d " ua eig hteer.i or 

t wenty mor e pl a ceti until the repllir nnd ud ll.pt a. tion for living 

purpos es of v ur i ou!l necks and closets . A week later we settled 

i n OUl' c e l l s , a r r an ged things and entered upon a peacefu l phase 

or life. We r e s tor ed the schoo l we had established at Perto

:n insk yet, the stud ies we re resumed, whether in school or 

other wise , ~re sta rted to bJ.the, fiDh , row, p l ay gW!les , etc . 

We tried t o f o r c:et the winter for the ttce be i ng . 



But this peaceful ~idyllic~ li!e did not last long. 

As in the !irst period at Pcrtominsk, there began a "b l ockade" 

o! our incomi ng and outgoing :nai l. No move was ~1t1.de in the 

di r ection o! solving ll num ber o! housekeeping problems wh ich 

arose becauae o! our new quarters . Every visit ot Nogtev to 

the cloister ended with some spiteful ruling. It seoc;ed as 1! 

Nogtev was trying to incitti our colll!llunity to such a state o! 

e:usperation th~t some incident would arise o! itself which 

would ar!ord him the opportunity o! "taming" the pri soners. 

In the hoapital at the Krer:lin, some twelve versts r r ol:l us, 

a regioe or such petty cruel mockeries was introduced that ev en 

those 13atient13 who were seriously i ll were con~t: l l ed to return 

in a day or two to the cloister. 

New batches or pr isoners began to arrive. The rirst 

small groups were somehow accoc.Odllted. But there were still 

some months or nav igation 11head or us and at the rate at which 

the "G.P.U. '' 'RllS working, we expected such an influx o! guests 

that we coulC: not pos:Jibly make room !or them. All our u.ntici-

pations were however nurpassed . The numbe r or politic11.l ;.iris-

on e i•s at Solovki wa::i all!lost doubled during these months . 

Noitev wa:; informed thut until the 11,ssign:uent o! addition11. l 

buildi11gs we could not !ind s p11. ce to accor::odate the new arrival::;. 

He then te::i.porari l y puti: in the Kremlin a l arge batch o! 

~iberian oocie.liet-revo l utionists and 11. group o! soci a l

de:iioorat s, about 35 people, placing thee under a Sel!li-prison 

r•egi111e. All the etrorto to obtain permission !or a meoting ot 

the • l der o! the ne• g roup with the committee ot e l ders or the 

Savvatievo comr.:unit1, in order to work out Joint l 1 some ::;chem~ 

ot acco1100.ation , were !utile. Any intercourse between the 

arri val& anU. the Snvv~ t.i evo inl!'la tes was resolutely etopped. 
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A coup l e of weel s later ·Nogt~v invited the Kremlin in::ia tes 
to l!lOVC to the newly orga,nized Jfaksolm cloi s ter , about 22 
versts from Suvva tievo . Tho t act i cs of Nog tev, calculated to 
isolate the Kre nilin and Se.vvatie vo prisoners fro::i each other, 
surcharged the atl!losphere more and more every day in both 
ce.mps. The Sa vvatievo coml:'.unity wail r u.glng , the Kremlin group 
was foami ng . Uore thun once it c ame close t o the outbreak of 
a hunger-strike of 200 persons. The nerves and passions were 
stra ined to the bursting- point. Nogtev not only retused the 
oole de:r.and raised by the Kremlin pri s oners , who agreed to go 
to !.:11ksol!ll , f o r permission t o ho ld periodical meetings of the 
Glders to sett l e common economical l!le.tters, to distl'i bute the 
;ial'cels a z>l'iving from the m11inland , to exchange books, et{: . , 
but refused even permission for one such aeeting a t which a 
sol ution cou ld be out l i ned fol' so1:1e of the qU<'!stions which 
are of enormous i~iportance to the prisoners because or the 
cocplete isol ation or Solovki froc the rest of the world. 

On August 22, Nogtev declared to the co!!ll:littee of 
<lldern o! the Kl'ec:lin prisoners that if they should not move 

voluntarily to !tiuksol m, they wou l d be tr11.nstel'l'ed b:; force , 
and once there they might dec l are " a little hunger- strike" . 

It was to the snn:e gl'Oup that Nogtev hud offel"ed to sup,il y 
" a little rope~ when they went on a hunger-strike at the 
Archangelsk Pz>clir:inary Prison. The sane night the Kz>emlin 
prisoners 'JJere bound and in that cond i tion transferred to the 
Lluksolm cloister. The p r oor.du re di d not or course come off 
without s l nppine, blows , b l ue m11.rlrn 1 etc. AnC:: in the morning 

Nogtey left tor Moscow. 

About t wo weeks lo.ter a special commissi on o t the 
"G.P.U . •, headed by Fe l dm11.n , arrived !ro:i ldoscow. The oommiss-



- 14-

ion came ror the ostensible purpose or l'emoving all the ugly 
conditions and or dil'ec ting the lite or the political Pl'isonel's 
into nore cal1:1 channels. A Joint moeting or the committees 
or elders o.r the two cloiste r s was 11.rrangcd and neal'ly all 
the questions r aised by them were settled in a positive mrnner. 
( Only the ! ir3t question - about the abolition or t he camp 
at Solovki and the transfer or the prisonrers to the mainland
was negatived .) The b l ockade or the mail was li!ted, although 
it had alrea dy been weakened beforehand. Relatives began 
to arrive and a ccording to the new " cha:rta", they we re 
permitted to stay with us, .,bere,-as betore they were allowed, 
after s. long and a rduous trip , but three r.ieetings or two 
hours each, in the presence or the o!ticials. We breathed a 
little easier. The thought or the inevitable winter was shoved 
into the background, a lthough it was still causing anxiety 
ao be tore . Thus t h ings dri!ted until the middle or October, 
when a new conmission headed by Bokyi arrived. But th:l.s was 
alree.dy a commi~rni on tor altogether ditrerent purposes, a 
commiosion for "the interpretation of the re!oP!:'ls." Together 
·.vith Bo kyi came Nogtev too. 

Bokyi hiose l f • interpreted" nothine, he only mod
estly declared that Fel dman did not take everyt!, ing "into 
sccount" and therefore it was novi in:pos s ible to carry out all 
his promis e::i . It appeared that in tipite ot "the assistance 
or Cor.irade Se~n.shko", 1) not a single physician wou l d agree 

to eomo "voluntarily" to Slovki. It appeared that the 

1) Semaahko - Commissial' of Health in the Soviet Government. 
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questi on o r the eeriousl y i l l , regarding whose transfer 

application had been made i n March and i n Jul y , has no t evon 

been discussed yet in the "G. P . U." The advillability of the 

n"'ll ayst em of the v i sit s or rel a t i ves wao a l so r ais ed agai n . 

But t he most ir.lport fl.n t o r t he " inter pr etations• was the 

arri va l of Nc gt ev· The comoi ttee of al ders , aft e r Bokyi 

declar ed t ha t Jlogtev was pre Gen t i n his capacity of Chief o f 

t he Depar tment o f ConcentrB.tion Ctt:!lps, point ed out t hnt l eaving 

u s i n the hands of t!ogtev f or the win ter im:;pires uo with 

t he for mer s e nse of a.laro , that we again and a gain inoiot on 

our t r ansfer t o 601tc point on the mai nland, and t hat we 

befor tiha.nd put a ll rellponsi bility on t he l e ading or gans or 

the Sovi e t Governllent fo r anyt hing that might happen her e . 

Bokyi c~load the c omi:titteo o f elders , stating tha t he had 

brought with hi;ii a whole staff of orde rly and courteous 

off icia l s . At this we parted , after s o lving a nuc ber of minor 

questions. Sooe "interpretations" were appa.l'ently ma.de by 

the ne"R commission as t o the findings of the previous 

commission . (The r e were endl ess rum.ors i n the camp a t out 

el!lbezzl ements and da rk deedJ conne cted with the confisca tion 

ot c hurch vf. l u abl e s . llogtev had exe cuted in Augus t t wo mo?lks, 

an~ t hi s wao the c auoe o f the ru:nors .) 

Again one began t o hea r tal k o f the s t one "bags" , 

";:.n<i. of sioil nr t hings . But nevertheless the • policy ot 

courtesy" r emained e.xtern:illy in force. With the tacit consent 

fi.>om nbove , Eictu:rn.ns, tha recen tly appoint ed associ a t e o f 

liogtev , co.tic to conduct vi:.riouu negotiations, since Nogtev 

is vil'tuo.lly boycotte<! by us, end he t rie o:i to mr.intv.in the 

policy or pen.cc introduclld in Scptci:.ber by Fel d!l:s.n . 

Just o.t the tir.ie when Bokyi's co=ission wi:.s here, 

a P::.bfu l evvn t oc currel in the ~lultsolm clois t er; the youth 

Si..ndo:r.1 ro , .. l of t socinl ist- r evolutionist, collllllitted s11icide , 



- 16 • 

Bokyi prohibited any intercourse between the c l oi s terG 

intende d t o ascc-r tain t he de t ails or t he s uicide . There 

tollowod an o r der torbiddi ng t he com:::iuni t y as a who l e !roe 

pa rticipating in t he tune r a l and buryini:; hi m on t he grounds 

ot the c i.:..p , near the ! ence . Only t he.nks to the e!tort3 of 

the commanda nt o r the cloister who r ealized t~e s t a te ot min<l 

ot the politica l prisoners wa s i t pos sible to avert a <lionut er 

in Muksdc. The re!u!.la l to give the Su.vvat icvo priso11ers an 

oportunity to lonrn wha t was going on in li!Uksol m ago.in 

inflamed our COi:'IIDUnity to the hi ghest degr ee . (The r:.v~ry o! 

Aronovitch ' s s uicide was still t r e sh i n every mind.) Nog t e v 

left ! or Item, to a ccompany Bokyi . A short t e l ephong r !l.m sent 

by Eichmans concerning the lduksolm trage dy soae•,..hat r e lieve d 

the tension and averted a hunger· str ike which was schedulod 

to commence that day. 

Now our li!e is onae more following a pea c e ful course. 

Winter is here. We expect ony day bhe closing ot navig ation. 

During the next six or seven months 110 will be conplc tely 

severed tro1:1 the outside world . These are poss ibly the l !!.St 

line s you will have from us unti l next J une . Ire must ar1:1 

ourselve s with courage and sel!·contr ol. \:le are all study· 

ing hard and have 1naus:ura ted u serica ot lectures ::.nd talks 

on diverse t opi cs, u::d arc preparir.g anothe r series tor a 

l a t er period . But we do not know whether we shall be permitted 

to continue our studies in peace . The • war• o! Eichi:rnns, who 

had gone to h'.oacow with an ultimatum, •either I or Nogtev~, 

ended wi th Nogtov's remuining. ( In Pertocinsk, Nogt cv boc.etcd 

incidentclly , t hat he h11.d himself sicned a death sentence 

for his O'lln brother? He is generally an abso lutely abnorccl 

p e r son, t. ml!niac , whi ch does not prevent hi 1:1 !roti being the 

•cz,,r and god• ovl'!' 5000 prisoners . ) 
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At t he sutte t i mo it bec ame known t h s t the • Q.P . U. N 

i n Moscow in !I.gai n di sso,t i s !ied ·dth the " l ibera l pOlicy• 

i ntroduce d :it Sol o"..ki. Onl y pa rt or the sielr ones , Egor ov , 

Hel !gott , Arkabina and Tro!imova. , wer e t a ken away ! r oe h e r e , 

t he s.pplicutions o! the rest wer e re!used , a l t hough the "o~n

p hysicia n tha t was recent l y sent here , t he c Ol!llDUnist Fc ldllla n, 

drew up u list of comrudos , o.ltogethcr about t e n n ame s , tho. t 

shoul d be r etiov ed from Sol ovki . 

Altoget her we have a. suf!icien t percflntugc of oick 

P•H' SOns . Our own physicians recent l y ex.i.mined the entire 

S::.vvuti e vo COl:l.ttunity . Fi fty- t wo percent o ! t he pr i oont-r s arc 

~ll. !:speci a l l y numerous a.r e the lung ai l oent s, 14 perce nt , 

including 11 per cent of t u be rcu l a r case s . The r c!Jt a r e suffer 

i ng wit h disea ses of t he intestinal o rgans, nerves , mal a r ia , 

etc. The wi n t e r here wil l be injurious t o l!lany. 

Enough tor the prer>e nt . We bid y ou ! a r u1fell. 

1le wu.nt t o be c heer ful. To you, who s e " f r e edom• di ffe r s so 

little f r o:i pri son- l i fe , we send our be s t wishes and our 

comradel y g r !l. titu d e f or e.ll your cores obout u s . 

Sol ovki 1 Oc co:nber,1923 . 

( Signat ure ) 
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_:_~_:_: E R T 'I 0 l) 

To the Centra l Ei;ecutive Com:::. ittee 

or the Union or Socialist Soviet Republics: 

On December Hl , at 5.30 in the evening , !or refusing 

obey the sudden orde1• to stop walking in the open air , 

the peo.cerully promenading political prisoners or the 

Savvatievo Concentr ation Camp were !h-ed upon r epeatedl y 

:rrom three sides . 

K i 1 l e d: The socialists Natalia Bauer , Eliz11;beth Kotova , 

George Kat chorov;:iky, Gavril Bil / ima, tJeyer, 

Gore li k . 

l'f o u n de d:The socialists George Shik , Vsevolod Popov, 

and the anarchist Leonid Lebedev . 

Ho l ding the "G . P · U.", in the person or its centra l 

organs or its local agents, gui lty o f the coomitted crii:te, 

we demand the urgent appointtient o! a special comi:::.ission, 

without representation in it or the "G . P. U.", and with the 

participation o:r the "Relief !or Political Priooners" 2 ) , tor 

the purpose o! investigatinG the occurrence. 

Dec e1:1be r 19 , 1023 . 

(Signed) CO!.iUTTEE OF ELDERS 
OF THE SAVVATIEVO 
CO?ICEtfTRATION CAUP 

1) This is the text o! the otricial message telegraphed by the 
CO!:l.Oittee representing the political prisoners o! the Solovetz 
I sh.nds to the Soviet Government immediately after the 
shooting on the fateful December 19. This docuoent,as well 
a3 the following !ive o!!icial l etters, appeared on November 
10 1 1924 , in No . 21 o! the "Socialist Vestnik•,the central 
organ or the Rusoiun Social-Democratic Labor Party,and in 
the November issue o! "Revolutionary Russia" , the central 
or~an or the Party o! Sociali!'.lts-Revolutionists. 

Other documents pertaining to the tragedy o! Decel!lber 
19 •ill be round in t!1e Appendix to Part One o! the book . 

2) This organization is a kind or a sei:ii-legal Red Cross tor 
political prisoners directed by Peshkova, formerly Mrs.Maxim 
Gorki, The Soviet Governi:tent does not recognize this organi

:~t~~~ie~i~~~s~!~icinlly the re 11.:-e no political prisoners 
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LETTER THREE. 

To the Commissi on of l•quiry into t he Events of Dece!!tbar 19, 

Appointed by the Department o f the Northern 

Car.pa Of the "G.P.U."li 

In rep ly to your propoanl that tre furnish evidence 

ret;uN\ing the shooting of our• comrades, t he poli tica.l priooners 

which took place at Savva.tievo on December l<J, the ana:•chist 

collll:lunit;r decle.res the fo llowing: 

At this tine we have not the l east desire to enter into 

deliberations and clarifications of such formalities as may 

be of interest to the col!!miasion o! inquiry appointed by t he 

Department ot the Northern ciunps . Ju:-;t now we are absolutely 

indifferent to questions !leeking to establish the identity ot 

the soldiers o r keepers who did thti .ohooting, t he exact 

points from which the tiring oar.rn, the nature of t he zuns and 

the wize ot cartridges employed in shooting at us. All these 

mattcrsare to us small detailG not deserving our a ttention. 

And l et not the cor:mission ot inquiry think that it will 

succeed in la~•ing the guilt for the nightraare of yesterday's 

murder ot our c ol!lrades on the haads o! a few petty irresponsi bl 

r.:inions , wi'.o supposedly disobeyed orders !rom above. 

l) This l e tter in the !orl:.I ot a declaration , was written the 
day f<>llo~·1~~ the s~ooting when the dead trere still 
unburied. 
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No, we know the rea l value o! tha t comedy •ot unbiased 

investigo.tion'' which the commio:iion ot inquiry is now otaging, 

The all-power!ul czal' a nd god o! the Solovet:t satra py, the 

worthy o!fspring o! the tchekist ranks, the chi e! or the 

department, Nogtev, has tilll'!and again threatened us with 

bloody punishment , especially after his return froc Moscow 

where he received the blessings of hia superiors a t the 

Lubianka. l) 

Shortly befo re the shooting yesterday tlog~v deigned 

to call at Savvatievo, and the red army detachment was properly 

trained tor the event. Any wonder that the ne!arious act or 

!iring who l e volleys into people pea cefully procenading in 

the yard, was carried out in an orderl y , planned , and well 

organized manner? 

The scoundrel conr::anding the cilitary detachm~nt, who 

fi!!used t o give his nace, issued order:i in a terse voice: 

•straight at the t argets! w And trom all s ides th<'.lre cace a 

shower o! loaded cartridges, sharply and at close range o.imed 

at us - the living targets. 

lfhen a moment ary calm arrived , a!ter hundreds ot 

bullets ho.d been tired at us , and we realized that there lfere 

l!'Ounded among us , we all turned towo.rds the rad building, 

carrying our wounded, but we to.i l ed to reach the building 

when a second order rang out: "Streight o.t the t o.rgets! Fire ! • 

Ago.in wholesale shooting , and one after a.nother our comrades, 

mowed dolfJl, tell tot he ground . 

Yes , we were bold enough to insist on 1.1roserving the 

right , which we ho.d ~;on through o. long struggle , to procenade 

1) The SC1t. t o! tho hendqu:i.rtors in J,loscow or the •a.P . U . ~ 
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unhindered within the enclosure surrounded on all sides by 

barbed wire . We110 rc bold enough to oppose1 ) the atteopt to 

encroc.ch upon this right or ours, and ror thit1 we wero irec.·ed 

t o u bloodbath. o r the eight who were struck , !ive '"ere allot 

t o death,- fi v e fresh sacrifices to the insatiab l e appetite 

of the b l oodthit'sty beast whot1e name i::i Power and who rEigns 

on the throne or Russia shacr.iing to represent the workers and 

peasants . 
t o 

The real murderers are not Abe found neither in the 

be.rracks and the com::w.ndant ' s officeso r the Savv11tievc co.mp, 

nor in tho midst of the soldiers and the tchekist keepers fl'OJ:l 

among the crii:iinel prisonel's who did the s~ooting. No , these 

ere only contei::ptible, stupid executioners. The Peel 1:1urderet'C 

ere, first , the hencihnw.11. liogtev himself; next b is supe rior, 

Andreeva; and finally the per::ions at the Lubinnka and the Kremli 

guiding t he whole punitive policy of the Russian Co:nmunist 

Party. 

As we stand, with gnas?iine teeth, over the lifeless 

bodies of our comrades, ·1te fully realise what we ::::iay expect 

i!l t he future. The nu.rderers have especially 11,rranged the 

slaughter at a time when we are deprived or uny corn;.iunication 

with the outside world c.nd r;hc.ll be entirely out off in the 

course of th e next 6 or 7 l!mnths. 

or t his , howevel", we are !irm'-:r confident even if you 

Perr:i.1t no one 01' us to come out a live fro!!! here : It mv.tterz 

not , - the horrors t:hich llrc being perpetrated by you upon 

1) This op.,ositicn , it is needless to add, was entirel:t 
Pll. B';ivc, and e:r.p r esoeC. itself exclusively in o:! sup:ror:i.e 
t1ore. l de!i6.nce of brutal force. 
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your de!ence les~ c11ptives , the soch.list 11.nd e.ne.rchist 
pr i soners, will sooner or l uter become the collll:".on knoirledgc 
o ! t he workingraen in Rusoia and 1:1.broad , and then no comedy 
o! a. tria l of the petty miniens who e.xecuted your will, shall 
avail you . The n the very highest heroes and inspil'erll or 
yestel'day' s slaughter shi:.11 n ot avoi d punishment . 

December 20 , Hl23. 

On Bele.l! or the Anarchist 

Cot'.munity 

( Signc.tur"e ) 



U.rh Sp1r1donon 

IWllA llPIIUDOIOVl.1 a .. pap ta-4, 

ALIU.lfD!IA U lfAll.DVI'tOH1 S... ~ tfl. 

llDA UctOVSUYl.1 o,...,...,.~1.U ot 0.-brh\ l••hn••J 
1-suWd In u~l!I . t.•tt 8oaL.U•t..-anotut.1ori.U\. 
Oond.-..S lA Ht'>8 to l~ 71•J't 1 hnal ler'fl t.ud•, 
In •ll.l.11 lln .. 11:'.'I, 

LU Cl'.>'l"nll.N1 AM.rlhl•t., no• OJI Solol'lts hhnd9. 
1.r,..1\ed. "*'11• on RtU1t Ml.Hlon \a 
lfor1htm Oantont.rat.lon oa..p1, 

IUfAJU IULl10Y1.1 t.•tt. 8ro•hll•'-11ff01Ut.1oa1a\. 
a-it.W 8uidd1 hi Pri-.i, 1111" ll,ltH. 



L E T T E R F 0 U R 

To the Commission or ll)quiry into U.e ":ven t s or Dec(.mb(! r 19 ,1 923, 

In reply to the proposal oade by t he nssiot nn t 

ch1e! of t he de part men t of the northe rn concentration c ampu 

th ut we !urn1sh t he co111rn i ssion appointed ty t his depc rtment 

evidence r egard ing t he shooting which took plu.ce on De ce:::tber 

19, we decl u.re the following: 

We are of the opi n ion tha t t. ree. l inqui r y into 

this c c. se c an be c on ducted only by persons who are in no way 

connected either 1'1ith the d irect or 1fith the indirt:ct 1niti i.. -

tor::: of the shooting. The membership of t he cforeit:ent i oned 

cow:iission unquestion ubly f a ils to sstisfy t his ccndition,for 

which re ason we refuse to tl. Ssist in the investigo.tion .,, hich 

it will conduct und nre resorting t o the present Uec li;.r i:otion . 

On Dectimber 16 , 1923 , the tsaistan t chie! of the 

northern c u.nps, Mr.Eichmnns , '1hile nt Savvatievc, e.nnounced 

in the course et personal ccnverso. ti cns with the ccruiittec ot 

e l dors that poli tic !l. l prisoners , according to the orders of 

the •c.P.u.• , wou l d be permitted to prcl!lena.de on l y during t he 

do.y, 1.e . , troo dc.ybreuk to 1JUnBet. He fur t her stll.tt·~ th .it 

the depurtmrnt of the northc.rn camps, t ; k i ng as t ile duration 

et ll do.)' the s t o.ndi.rd of tlle Moacow G.nd Petro;::rud zone ; limited 

t he timf tor being out i n t he oprn uir f!'om 9 i n t he morning 

t o 6 i n the evcnine; . He said t hat t his order .-ou l G be execut ed 

• ith t he utcos t rigcr . 
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I n r epl;t t o t hirJ a nnoun ceme nt, t he coir.mitt c.e ot 

e l de rs dcc l ur ed t ha t r egu l a ting t he prome nad in g hours wc. s 

uni: cc cptt bl e t o t h€ pol itica l pri s one r s , s i nc e i t •&.s the 

firs t step i n t he i ntr o du c ti on o t c. pri son re gi me . Aft er the 

conv£lrsa.tion with Eichman s t he politica l Pl' i soners or the 

Suvv ~ t ievo c amp cont i nu ed to prome nade nt di verse hou r"s , in 

t he daytime a s we ll u.s l at e in t he f vcnin;; . On Dec E.>mber 19, 

:i. t t he beginnin g at the s ixth hour in the a f t e r noon , the 

keeper t hen on du t y e. t t he camp Ol\!'le i ntc the room or the 

e l der or th e oo cia list-re vo lutionis t group , Iv a ni t zky, and 

br ought him un ordt r , or !'lorc corre ctly a copy of un order 

t o s i gn , bc al:' inc no signature except that o r t he cle r k . 

The e l der Ivanitzky , a.f t ()!' ac quain t ing himself with 

t he contents of the or>de r, f r ee t he t ex t or wltch it wns 

diff icult t o est ablish who hud issued it , doc l ared to the 

keeper on du t y that one or t he e l de rs would go t o th e 

c o:rrun imdant t o e :uun i ne the questi on bot h or th e; nature of the 

or der an d of it s aut hor, hut in t he me antime , tor t he 

r e a s ons st e. t e d above , the e l der Ivanitzky r e fuse d t o a tt a ch 

his s i gn a t ure t o it . Two or t hree minutes l a t e r the ke ep e r 
1) on duty came back, c arryin g the s ame orde r which however wo.s 

now si i;;ned by Corru:am d:.nt Rose ntha l. In Ivo.nitzky ' s room there 

wore a t t hv tir.ie tho e l der of th e social· de !llocratic group , 

Eo.:;dal.lov, ll.nd t he political prisoner Muchin . Both e ld ers 

s i : nod t he orde r , a;::a in poin t in .::; out to the kee pe r on du t :t t ha t 

the olde r Bogdanov woul d 30 t o t he. commi;.nd ii.nt to discusl'.l t he 

order. 

As ro gu rds the o rde r itsel f , it do l< lt wi t h , first , 

the rce ulation o f the e l ectric light and , socond , the qut st ion 

l) The t ext or the o r d{j r is r eproUuced 1n t ho Appen dix t o 
Pi. r t One. 
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o! promenading, in t he Bame mo.nncr c.s !iichoo.ne treL.ted it, in 

hi e l ast conversntion. Al so , there •as !urther r erercncc to 

t he e!!ect t hat the order , dated Dl.lcceber Hl , ;:iust be 

announced a t the roll-cul l, t11er>crore , ~t 8 the 8 _1:1e evening, 

t o i n fOI'r.I the pol iticiol prisoners or it and to settl e with 

t hem th~ questions or pr>omenading ~nd of the elect!'ic light. 

Thus it is obvious f!'OI:I the text or the ordcI' 

i tse l ! , thc.t the prohibi U on t o pror::enade n!ter 6 in the 

evening coul i! not re!or t o December l'J , for c.c cordini; to the 

mc.c.n i ng of t he order it shou l d h1:1.ve been announced c. t roll

C!.ll , i. e . n t 6 o'clock. Severn! ninu t es c.ft cr the d('PO.t'ture 

or the keoper on duty , single shots wcr·o boat'd . '!'he elder 

Iva niti:ky went out into t he court ; just then the s hoot ing 

stopped and s oon e. chain or soldiers started rro'!l the gi.:.t es 

of the building occupied by the an:;rchistu and Dpread out 

alon3 the tunce . The elder I vnnihky a.tteripted tog, t through 

t o the co=a.ncb.nt , but those who stooC:. 11.t the doors l eadine 

to t he co:::un:!nda.nt ' s headquarters he.ld hir:i up with tho words , 

•You c c.n ' t see: tho com1Mndant." In this WO.'J , in spite of tLe 

ropoi:.ted wcrni ng to the keeper on du t y tha t on e, of the e lde r s 

of t ho socio.list coccuni t y would col:le to t t:e cocnnndar.t to 

di scu::;3 the issu ed order , t he administ r a tion o! t he c:..ir1p t ook 

me:i.Dures not to pet'ro.it negot i ations botwc Fn t he '1.lcl.N• nnd th., 

Co!'t:!andnnt . This furniuhecl. ground for t he asserti on tht t t he 

ahoot!n;! of t he u nu.rll'.£d poli tical priooners waD ;>rel!lcdit a t ed 

a.nd prepa red by so:neonc. Tho fo l lowi ng ta.et St t'cngt h ... ns us 

in t bi s o.•a1:;r>tior.. : on t he dny of t he shoo ting, at t he or>dor 

o ! tbe cou!!n dant, t he hours were stru ck ! roo t he belfry. 
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About two hours before the shooting, the couandant, conve r:iing 
with t he eldero Ivanitzky and Broverman , Sill.id that he now hlll.d 

a spare man whom he commissioned, all he ex pressed it, • to 

gong the til.'.le.• Nevertheless, in spite o! the availabiUty 

o! this spare man , the be l!ry rem111ned silent both at !ive 

and at ai:z: o'clock• The s hoot ing: proper c ommenc e d be!ore si:z: 

o 'c lock , which tact we a scertaine d fron the t esticony o! t hose 

comr itdec who c a rried watches . 'lfe have no ot her way of knowini:; 

the tice , IHl the c l ock a t the co=andant's heo.dquarters is 

ei t her a n ho11r sl ow or an hou r fast, which io t he r eason why 

t he e l ders would usually arrange with the cor:ir.:v.ndant, wheneve r 

a definite schedule was s et , thn.t t he agreeC. hour would be 

struck from thtl belfry. 

The genera l outline o f the s hooting proper of 

December 19, Pr<.>sents itsel f e.2 follows: The first shots wer>e 

tired at the t;roup of poUti cal prisoner>s pro:nenading a.longside 

t he stone building, on its northeNJ side. The~e shots cace 

f rol!! t he watch-tower> nearest to the entrance to the canp. 

Ther>c WCI'C si:z: or eight shots. Soon a fterwards fj, chain of 

soldiers l\' !l.S forll'.ed along the hedge between the gates leading 

to t he bui l d ing occupied by the anarchists a nd the gates 

leading to the Isoakovo road. The ;ui.in body of promenading 

political prisoners wa.s a.t this moment on a line runninc from 

the chapel down, and also on t'.'e adjacent pa ths amonz th e 

tr>ees. Howhere, however, did the political priEloncr>s approach 

the chain of soldiers closely . After oome lapse or time the 

voice or the commanding officer o f the squad was heaT'd: 

"Political prisoners. Go to your QuArters!M Two minutes later 

the war-nine; was repeated, and tt.cr:. it was repeated for the 

third time; however, not one o f ttc warnines was accocpanied 
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by a threat to emp loy arms. During the intervals bet1rnen th e 

warnings, sevural pol itic al pr>isoners who were nearer than 

the others to the ch!i.in of soldiers , which by that time had 

soircad out even ulong the bake , heard soi:ie persons i nstructing 

the so l diers with the following phrases: "Hit them between the 

eyes! " Don't allow yourselves to betleat.;;n! •tr th ey should 

attack , use the bayonets!" wcon't stand on ceremonies , it ' s 

Um<J to begin! ~ After the third warning, abou t two minutes 

later, the order was heard: "Straight nt the targets! Fire !" 

1fh ich \1J..> followed by n volley and t hen sc::.ttered !i rin g . Tho 

first shots killed the socie.lists Meyer Gor elik and Bilima-

Paste l'nak an d wounded the socialist Shik nnd the anarchist 

Lebodev. The shots ?1ere fi red iihen th e majority of the 

political priconers ..vas retreating f rom the chain o! soldier3, 

which is the reason why most o! the wounds were in the backs 

of tho victims. During the !iring many lay down in the ::mow . 

The chooting , however , continuod ut thos e lying down . 

\fhcn the f i ring stopped, voices wore hoard f rom 

several directions: "There ar"e woullded!• '?he voices were 

sv.tficientl;• numerou s and loud so that they could not but 

be hear~ by t he meh who were shooting as well as by t hose who 

we re in charge o! it . Simultaneouoly t he po li tica l prisoners 

begen 1.0 p i ck u p the comrados who wore hi t , and to c &r «y t hem 

i:-ito t ilt! built. i n g. In spite of all this a new orUer was hG ard : 

"Loud for a Gccond round ! ~ and then came the o!'d.cr :• St1•aight 

a t the t u.r3et s ! Fire!" l'hore fo l lowed a second vol ley, after 

whi ch s ome e ca.tt el:'ed f i r ing , ~o thut t he mcon who cttr:ri ed the 

wounded we r e forced t o put tliem down on the: 3round and to li e 

down t hemae lves. These shot s k i lled the soc i a li e t s ltatchorovsky , 

Kot ova, Bau er, a.nd wou ndC't t he :iocieli s t Vee vo l ed Popov. 

Katc~.ot'ov•IQ> w11.s hit ty fi ve bullets . The firi ng c ove r ed t he 
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entire squa re on which t he poli ti c al prisoners were round and 

although mos t of t he vi c t i ms were in the mai n 11. l ley , t here 

were also killed and wounde d i n o t he r p l aces, par t i cu lar l y 

near the chapel which i s situa ted a !evr feet away f rom t he 

bui ld ing , There are bu l let nar ks ne ar t he doo r s or t he building 

it s elf, 'l' he firing wa s condu cted f r om three s1 0es: from the 

gtttes t o the building occupie d by the a nar chi s ts, f r om t he 

gates to the Is.Gakovo road, and fro1:1 t he i co-bound lake. Sot:.e 

shots were taken at the building pz•oper. Thus, on e of the 

bullets !iz•ed ! rom t he watch-tower ne a rest to the bath-house 

lodge d in the kitchen; in addition, there iu•e bullet marks on 

the building a.t other places, and most o! these marks are at 

a level below a ma?J's hei ght. Arter the seco?Jd round or shots 

there followed a third rou?Jd, aimed at the priso?Jers returnin g 

to the building. 

All of the foregoing convinces us that we have here 

a case not only of preparation for the shcboting, but or a 

Cl.esire to bring about that end. That explains the e:rtraor-dinary 

haste in c arrying out the order t o limit the procenading hours, 

which wH.s utterly uneJpected to t he political prisoners. That 

io the reason why the co;:imittec of olders was deprived of 

the opportunity of averting in one way or another the event . 

'l'hat is the reason why the shooting cot1rJenced before six 

o'c l ock in t he evening. An& it wao !or that very reason that 

the 11dninistration itself tock no neasu res at all to avoid 

the bl oody ou t race, withou t even trying to achieve its goal by 

other llleano, And 1 finally, it was for that very reason t ha t 

tt.e cnttr-e oper"ation was executed with ex. eep t iona l oruel t y 
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shown by the facts that several of our coorades were killed 

b:t the first shots, that the shooting was conducted !roo three 

Sides , tha t shots wure fi r ed at the backs or retreating people, 

at pe rsons lying on t he eround, a t the wounded, t1.nd at those 

who were carrying th em . 

{Si5n11.tui;>es) 

l ) In the Rus:dan copy o f this le tter ~ent !rom Solovetz by 
the prisoners, the date was omi t ted , but it i s probabl~ 
t na t it was written by the sociali3 t s f.iimu lteneously with 
the preceding l e ttel' o! t he anarchist .·roup . 
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L E T T E R FI V E . 

To the Assistant Chier or the Department or the Nort hern Camps, 

li!r . Eichmans , to be .'>Ubmitted to the Centro.l SJ:ecutive Co!!lmittec 

of t he Union or Soeialii:it Soviet Republics : l) 

In reply to your proposal that we send reprea£ntatives 

t or the purpose or rurn i nhinc evi.:l e: nce t o t he Coc.mistiion or 

Imiuir:r of the Centv a l Executive Commit tee or the Un1on 

reear dine the shooting or socie.list s and anarchists which 

took place at the Savvatievo cloister on December 19 1 192:3 , 

we the il!lprisoned :social ists , declare : 

The appoint ment of a bureaucratic com.'llission from 

a:nong representatives of the Centr-al Executive Conmi t tee or 

the Union, ot t he Central Contr ol Com!Dission of the Russian 

Co1:'£iunist Part y, enc. or the Commissariat or Justi ce docs in no 

way guarentec t o My degree an imp;zrtial i nv estigation of the 

event s of December HI . The work or t he Co::n:ii ssion itself will 

be c arried on i n condi tionE o f secrecy a nd or a compl e te absenc 

or publicity . Thi s Cor:r!lli sn:lon is componed e J:c lusively or 

repr esent ativ es or tfic rulinJ part y t hat i s entiri?l:r responsible 

for t he unc:.ui.up l e<l re::; i r.ie o f ter r or whi ch is syst (_JDat ically 

bein~ p., '"pet rat ed by t ho Oovernmon t t l roughout the country and 

i)-!b~-R~;~ian t ext of t hi3 l otter bears t he title , •Repl y of 
the Soci a li s t Coll':"uni t y or t he Savvntievo Cacp t o the 
Col!l•i e11i on o f t he Central Executive Coll'lrlittee o r t he Union 
ot Socia list Soviet Republics .• ~·or t he s ake or bre vity 
the form ,•Cent ral ::xecutive Comn1ttee o r t he Uni on• ls 
e mplo7e d throughout the bock i nst ead of the rull title . 
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which i s now en t ering 11 new phase , that o ! direct murde r e.e 
r eg11rds t he !locia l is t e and cnar chiate who had bee n ~~n!1nea in 
j ai ls wi t hout t r i a l tor a period o! years . 

Not wi shing t o l end an appe a r ance or unbas acd 

invc s t i eat ion by a s s isting in such t1.n i nquiry , we refu se t o s end 
our rep r esenta tives !or t he pu rpose o! fu rn ishinr; evi dence 
to thi s Comt'!is sion . On account o r t he wr eckini; of t he woPkers• 
organisa t ions in Rusgi a and of t he abo l i tion or t:.ny ie6a 1 
public opin i on , we dezr.and a publ i c i nqu iry and t he i nclusion 
in t he Com::iis&ion o f I nquiry o r repre sen taliv es o f the "Relie f 
of Poli tical Pricone r s .• WtJ c atc:;or i c a l ly de:::rnnd a l so t he 
admi ssion t o t he inqui r y o f r epresenta tives of t he Workers' 
Socia lis t Int e rna tional a nd the AL'ls t e r de..ci Federatio n or 
Tradr Union s , f or the purpose o f an i l!lpc.rtial in vesti gation 
and f er t he intor = tion o f a l l the t•ovolutionur y soc i a list 
o r gan i o:utions or Western Europe. Only such u co=iss i oD can 
pbovi dc t he i:i i nimum guaran t ees or a. broad end c.11-sided 
inveotigc.t i on . Dnly s uch a commi.os i on c nn bring into r e lie f 

t he ru ll p1cturo o r the e vents o! December l 'J nnd or t heir 

c onnecti on with the general c ondition or the socialist s s nd 

a narchists under the exi s t i ng re gime o r t l.'rror, a s we l l a a 
t he reoponsibi li t y of t he e ntir& Bol shevi s t Part y nnd the 
CetFtrc. l Gove rnment for t hese e ventu. To such a cc l!lmi s s ion we 
s hv.11 send our r epr cllon t a t i ve:; t o f u rni s h e vide nce . I n t he 

ev~ nt o r t ho ucc eptunce or t hi s c ondit ion , we decl ar e t hat 
i n opite of the fa.e t t hut t t,e Sol ovc t z 1 &16.nds c.rc cut o rr 

from t he 011.i r. l «nd dur:l ne; t h e entire wiotot', our r opr oa cn t i. t i ves 
wi ll p roceed t o l.!oscow , even i f they hc.vo t o c r o a& the sea. on 
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rowboa.ts, s o ns to she:, li gh t through their participation in 

t he Com:n1szion on t te crime of Decerr.b€r 19 . 

On Be half o! the Gocialist Cc.Jl!'J:lunit:.• of t he 

S!l..vvatievo Cloister : 

A. I v a.nitzky , !or- t he Socia.list- Revolutioniste, 

s . Zeitlin , for t he Social- Democ r a t s , 

SEOmokhvalon , !O<" t he Lef t Soci a list- aevolu ti ~nis ts. 

Janu a ry 18 , 124, 

So lovet z Isl u.nds, 

S<..vva. tievo C loi st~~~ . 
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L E T T E R S I X 

:!'o the Presi dium ot the Central E:z:e:rntive Co=ittee or 

the Union of Soci a list Soviet Rl1pUbl1cs! 

The politicul prisoners of the Muksolm Cloister or 

the Solovetz concentrat ion cal!lp deem it necessary to m~·ke the 

following statement: 

The Solov.:tz Islands, serving as they do as a place 

tor the isolation of socialists and anarchhits, are by the very 
from 

nc ture ot their topography completely eut oft/the mainland 

during the greater part or the year, and therefore satisfy 

all the requirements of isolation in the most per:tect manner. 

But the leading organs of the Soviet Government and or the 

Russian Communist Party are apparently not satisfied with 

our n:ere isolation from the outside world. The authorities are 

now promulgating a state of mutual isolation among the already 

isol ated socialists, l imiting co!Dlllunication between the 

cloisters, and limit i ng by means of barbed wire the walkine; 

grounds. 

Certuin members of the administration 11.nd the entire 

start of keepers consist of agents of the .uG.P.U." who are 

serving sentences for criminal acto. The policy o:t the Soviet 

i:.;overnrn.ent townrds the socialists on the Solovet :& I s l ands is 

personi:tied by the chief ot the department ot the northern 

camps, l:lr.Nogi;ev, who himself expresoed the essence ot this 

policy i n the following sentence which be addressed to a croup 
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o! s o c 1a.11s t s - revolut1on1sts oe nt !rom Siberia t o Ar changel sk: 

ttI cunno t underst a n C:. why you decla r e a hune;er -
s t r i ke. I f you wi!.lh t o end your l ives by suicide, t:et t cr take 
a r ope and hang yourticl ves. • 

Several months of livins on the Sal ove tz Islands, 
spen t in an a t mo sphere o! violen c e, provoc a t ion, a rbi t rary and 
e. r roga nt r u le , have made it ob vious t o us t hat the Sovi e t 

Governn:en t hud oe t Defore i t sel! as e.n actua l aim t he phys i ca l 
ex t eroi nation o! the socialists and anr.i.rc hi s ts , und not t hei r 
isola t ion. We h<.d declared this t ot he col!!rnis sion under th e 
chai rmuns hi p of Fe l dman which a r-r i ved ef ter t he pr ovoca t i v e 

f o rci blo t ransfer of our bound pri so ne r 3 !ro:r; the Solove tz 
Kret:1 l in t o the Muk:m l m c l oister . We w1lI'ned , in h is pe 1•son, 

t he Gove rn1.1ent t hat t he c onti nu &tion of the provocutive po licy, 
in spit e of our res tr 1:>.i11 t , wi l l ine vitably re sult in b lood . 
Events hav e ju s ti f i ed our d eclarat1ons . The soci&list 

revo lutioni s t So. nci.on ir , corr.mitte d su icide in the Mukoolm 

cloister . Durin3 the tune ru l fl lre a.d )· it a l 1.1ost ea.me to o. 
bloody c onflict which 1n ..:l tortun e t c ly t1.ve l' te i: th1.n l; s to the 
s e lf-res traint o t th e s ocialist ccnnunity , in spi t e of the 
open l y prov oc a tive com'.uct ot the " G . P.u . ~, the res ponsibl e 

represent c, tive ot which, L!r . Eoky1 , we. a ut the time on the 
Sol ovetz I sl o.nds. 

Later, in the same Mu ksolm cloister, t he soc ial· 
democrat Yegorov wont insane. Fin t.lly, in the Sa.VV!l.tievo 
clois t er, a.a a re:'lult of an order to the •o.P . u.• limiting 
the- promenadin~ hours ,- an order unticipating the i n<>vite.bility 
ot a con! U ct i;.risins fi•om its 11pplicat ion ,- a b l oody €.'ven t 
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oc curred · fhr:! tI"oops of the "G. P . U. • and the kecipel'B e?'lot a t 

socialist and antrchist pl'isonc rs who were peo.ce full y 

procienading . The shootine; wa s done in vo lle ys, wholcrna l e , 

shots being fi rod a t those who fell to the g round c.s we l l a u 

a t t ho::u: who wero co.rryint; off the wound1Jd. We know th11t the 

conU.uct o f the "G . P . U. " towards the socb.lists and 11ni:. :-chisto 

ii:ipl"isont'.'d on the Solovetz IslanC!s is nn inevitatle r e sult 

of the cntir€ polic~· of t error o.pplied by the Sovie t Gove rnment 

t o socialists 11.nd anarchists . And wo therefore hllVC' no doubt<i 

that new sa.ct'i f ices are· i n s tore for us. Cal:nly looking into 

the future w!iich is awai tine; us, we. declb.re : 

~or e ll tht! occurrence::; of the past. and 1u•escn t on 

U.e Sclovct z I s l t.nd s , 1'01• all the victims fo.11 €ln an~ ye t t c. 

fall, for t he ex te!'!:lin &.ti on of socia lists and a ntt.1•chi:o;ts,

the r !'.:sponsibility rests solely with the guil!.inz; ::iinds of thl: 

Soviet Governt1cnt, en C! nover will you divest ~ourselvc.3 of 

this r espon:;ibility by shi f ting it on to your 11.ecnts . The do 

fti.cto ~urdc-I'£rs oi' the socialists t.nd un11.i>chists ar.:: on t he 

Solovotz Islt..nOs, t he ir vicarious ~urclerer:; are + JOU ! 

( Sic:natures) 

l) 
January , 1924 . 

1) It would sect1 thi.. t t his staten:en t .-as i;,.ddressed t o t~c 
Central Exocutivc Committee at t hl· same as the P!'eceuinc 
l<'tticr . 11.bout J anu ary 18 . 





LI:TTE:R SEVEN . -- ------ ----------
'<'o t he Presidium or t he Centrv.l !!:xaz:.itive Co1:a:iittee 

ot t he Union or Socialist Soviet Re publics: 

The Politic11l Prisoners , socialists anG. imarchiste, 

confi ned in the Kremlin or the Solovetz :::oncentra tion Co.mp 

declv.re : 

The !11.te.l shotting or !ivc an<:':. t he ;voundins or three 

ot the political pri ::;oners, sociri.Usts and an archists , perpetr

ated on DecembEr 19 , 1923, by the keepers nnd e;uard s or t he 

Savv a tie vo clointe r or tho Solove tz concentra tion c amp , c1..nnot 

but evoke the most profound indiGnation and p:r-ot er; t ot a ll 

the politica l prisoners confintd in the Kremlin or the S!l.l!le 

camp , whose sign&tures appear be low. 

The artitrery slnughter of our cOT!lr&des who we re 

peacefully proz:ionading within t he limits o r the fence 

surrounding their clois t e r is a n nturul consequence o! the 

unei:n.mpl od cruel terror which the Governl!lcnt h i.a bcon 

aystematice.lly er:.ploying ucain~t soc1e.11stn and a na rchists 

<iu !'inc; t ho l as t !cw yoi.:re. Only e>n such t.. soil c ou ld have 

bee n born that sense ot utter nonrcsponoibility • hic h ~uided 

those who c11rrl od 011t the k1111ns . Havin~ de livered us, 

politic' 1 prlr>oners, coch.li8tB o.nd llnll.rch1at a 1 t o the 

arbitrary rule oC the kc.:pcrs conel a tins oC olsccnts who 

had comr.1tte<1 c t~·tuin cril!line.l ac t s while in the service oC 
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t he ~a . P . li . ", t?lc Covcrn~.cnt U-: r ... by e.ooocJ. u;; f r o!:! tht: very 

out set. to blood!} t1orrors . 

The f urthe1• t i ::;h t cnin.:; of the rc.·::;:inc rccon tll' 

un<le1•ti..Y.cn by tho " G- . P . U.", whic h is boin 3 put in to af!oct by 

t he e.bowc-ncntionr.d k cfper z and ::;ua1•do , ::-.ust nutur i:. lly brin~ 

t h i n:s to b l oot.y con serJ,uc,nces . The "C. P . U. " which i e iss u int: 

t hE or6crri for the i ncr eus: in thi; a c vci.•ity of t he rve;in:c 

c c.nnot fail t c know t o whom it hus c nt rust ce the livos o i' 

s ovr;rt. l hundr ed soc lr.lis ts a.n C. c,n ii!'c f,is t :; , b~nnc~ to &n ioh.nC 

::.u t o!:: ! rom the contine nt duri ng Ii per-io.! o ! six ttonths. 

'lo t hcN.fOrc dccl a.•c t ha t the t or.no r no w bcinJ 

a p;:ilicC. t o 1.rn must , wt1cn f u r t hc1• dov ©l o,,pcC.:, inc.vit,:;.b ly l ead 

to b l ooC:bi..ths s imi l ar t o t h t on0o.f:l,,.ncmbcr l &. We c.s s crt 

t h;.; t it i s a.pp!.rtntly n:::- t cnou3 h for the Govc :>nmu-nt to inflict 

physic ·.l. i:..nd JlOPc.l suffe;:· inz: upon the i t.pri!30n €d ~OCJ.(l.lists 

1..n d ~nc.i·cl':is t:J , ,n~~- th"t it .:loc s not r cccil !rom me asures 

lca(Ul'I[: t o tta. i1• d i r ect physic ul c;;ter-::.in u tion. All t ho 

r c :.iponsH ili t_, f or the shedC.in::; of our b l ooC:. we pla ce c.n t he 

Gove!'nmcnt . 

(Si .. nr.turco} 

J o.nu:ir y , 1924 . lJ 

1) ?h i s l· tto• t oo was uppcrontly written si1:1ulta.neou1o1l y 
Yith lctt(_r oi x , tbout Janu::!'~' 18. 
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L 5 T T \It h E I G H T . 

Dci:.r Co:.i r utlcs r 1 ) ll'e , sociul is t o , prisoners of the nolshev19t 

Govcrn!:lc·nt, t~rown wit hout triul into the Sol ove tz concentration 

cti.mp , e>n t he Solcvctz I ::; l c.nd ::;, cut off b;,- t he i c e f l O<:. O of the 

Whit.s Se& f r om t he living world,- appeal to you, 3::>cielists 

ioTH.l l et.dcrr: o f tt,c woPld' 5 l ubor nov.:.i::a:nt . lfc a d(', r c ss oursclV€ S 

t o you in o rder t o convey thr oug h you t o the worknrs a nd soci c l

ists o J' t he wt.olc worl<l. th <:1 sto~·y of t he. unc :i. t.::i.pled tloody 

t r-azcdy whi ch was c na cte<1 on Dc c c"Obcr 10, 1£1 23 , on t he ;.;olovotz 

I s l c.nd1:: , 15.n( t he truth of wilier tht Bolshe vist Govcrn:.cnt 

ahould like· t o c oncea l but ohc. 11 not concc.:.l rroo the worker>s 

cf Rusch., Europe· , U l O. An:e:r>ici.:. . 

It wa.s not by accit: ent thc.t th.: northe rn cc.u:;os wo1•c. 

turntO. into pri:::ons for socie.lil.lts <..nl! t.:.n -.;rchists. '.:'h) p!lot 

o f thc3.c ct.nps wu::: WE-11 known to bo3cow . They :.cquired th;:,ir 

trc.G.1ti 0n in t hL circur::stc:.nc.: s of tl•c civil Wai' in tt:c North, 

in th~ c!c.ys o f whoL se.lc <:X£'Clltions ;.nd the arbitra r>y rul,:, c! 

Unbridlc c! pnnitiv;: u i;pcditio?Js (!o!lpe.tchcd c spcci r.lly to 

cstebli:::h the> cOtUnunist power in tht North . Her>.: the :Jov..or>nr.iont 

sc-nt thoust.no..L~ of pri ::ionLr3 cenC:cmnct' to inhu::iun torture, 

blood:,' p1.nish:?cnt , :i.n~ shooti n:::; en t1assc . l'hous.:ndu of 'l'uotov 

pcirnc..nts and Kronotu.Ut sai l o •. ; "..:re c·i:ilc:l hc·I'f tor ci:tct•f:!int..tion 
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And it W!..C l'.c•'c , to th._ northern conccntrution ccr:i;is, 
thi.t t he Govrrn:lc nt bo3an to ox ilc i to !:!Ost da.n(!c- r oua cnc.~i cs-
the soci1 listo 1..nC t.no.rc~ist:o . 

J\lon3sidc of us o.re \.hou::i, n<!.s ot crimin: la, con..:.crmc 
to co~.,1ulop~·y oe?•vit:i.de , e -x: h t.ustcd ty ht. ~·~, unbeo.r~blc 11.l.bor, 
>:iubj ec tod continuou<Jly to cru e l torture, bra. tint:, ;..nC. even 
;:iurdcr c. t the h :i.n <:;s of the u nccntrol leO, ;:.11-powo rful i..:'.r..ini-
st retion 11!'.ic h is <; f r i.1';'_ of nothin2 ::..n( no on e . 

We 1,1re under < n !ldt1iniotro.tio n col:lpooed, f :-oo the 
t.ot t on to th(!, tcy 1'ith r1a•c cxcept iona , of crll!lin.:l clcmi:nts 
•t.o wert! m:mt t o the ~;olovf'tz Islt.nds to serv£ scntE"nces !or 
crime rr..:O w!.o b1;cu.ro& he1'e t llP. n;astc rs of tlw liveJ c.nd de .. ths 
of thousc nd!J of µcop lo, erpl t..ini r.g tl'eir old crimes en c. winnin 
pi.T'C.on for tt.n:s. l v ec ~ t the price o ! cruelt;• , inhui:lrn it~. 

To crmplete the pi clUI'· - in t he hi.nda of thi s 
l..·-mini s tI·otion is uet c.chmcnt of tho Red Ar=y sorvin;:: as 
1 e u1.r(l.::;" 1 into ·-Pose h<nC.s systemutict..lly per:.;ioten tly tho 
.::o=LnG.cru r...~, d:.i ly hatta:ioori n;: tt·.c "sii::plo" thought: 
";Joci i:. li::;ts <.Pe t.hc cn(L'•io::; oi. the 'Work-rs' c.nG 'Pe:i.sii.nts' 
Govemr:£:nt. • , unG. they IDUt;t be treated rcu7h . " 

sue~ is the conC:.i tion which thE.· Bolshevist Govern-
1!.cnt crct.toC. for the sot:i:..llrit::; in t?:c Solov.:t:: concentr<o.tj.on 
cc:-:p. It 11rs very obviouo frcri th.; outs.-t th'. t in such cir•cum-
ut nee~ blooGsh(C. w:.r. incvitubl e . Wt- rc~o.tedly wr·otc 1-bout 
itto itio!.lco1', \. ') the hit;hcst or•;;uu1 o! the Govcrnr.:ent . 11't" 
dtclc.rcd it to the repr<::i.-ntativcz of the Goverru:.ent 111ho cu.mo 
to t ho Zolov~ tz llll' r.<O.s t o l.nsrcct the .::oncent r e;tion oi.np , We 
w,_rned. I n t.ns,,cr we rccoiv('d !· L~e P<'O::". i ses, hypoc ritic.il 
ll.scur 1..nccs t h. t E.verythin3 woulG bi: a.l l right . 
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Bu t blood ! l owed . The "O . P . U. " p r ov1t''.ed the i ct:ed i n te 

pretext for the tlo.ss ac r e . Not being S!lt i sf ied wi t h t h r owing 

us into t he dist 11nt , lur id Nort h , hundreds o ! ve rsts f r om 11 

centri.: l city , a wa y f r on our !'e lat ive s nnd d c&.r o nes , the 

• G.P.U.", hii.v i ng cut u s off r ro r: tlic who le 7'orl d u,nd ha ving 

depr ived us o f tho z•ight o f r e3u l u r> CO I:'.r.:unic <. t ion by lettor, 

conceive d the ide& or turnin ti t he Solove tz c onc e ntr!:.ti on c &t:p 

int o 11 re r.l j a il with t he ordinury p r ison regi tt1e. 

This p rete x t wu.:J t o und a t the very :!IO:Dimt when 

the navigati on b etween the Solovetz lr;l o.nds nnd the continent 

was closed, u. nd wo we.re racing u. lon g northeMl "H intc i" , long 

oonths or complete isolatio n J'. ro::i the outside 'll"Orld. 

For ii t!er;inning it ·K!Hl decided to dr<pl'iVe UIJ Of 

the !recdo lCI t o pro~;el\llde in the pri::::on y a.rd ,- th a t s n<.i. ll slot 

o r l nnd su1•ro undeO. by b!lrbe d wi r e 'lfh ich W.;.S llS.Ci natl !or 

our us & und o;1hich · ... all carefully gu:..r ded by scntinel::i rron 

sever :i. l watch-towers . We "Nei•e not pernitted to pror.en ,~de out .1 id c 

ou:r yurd even when conveyed by solC.iors, but our pro!J!Cn:.i.d ing 

hour-s were not lir.: ited. And it •,.. u:; thi[J "license" which sec-1e d 

terrible to the "G.P.U." 

We "N!::'re 'ol' (l. "ned by the udr.:inistrution on Decenber 18 

that it is conteoplated to lir.it ou:r pror:en:;.dinc hourr; rron 

'J in the tJOMling to 6 in the evening . The coi:-.r.;itte r or elders 

declared c. decistYe pPOtest. In the course o! thr~c dllys 

uJ'.tcrwnrdrs we promenG.ded :.:.s of old ttnd the convers'.ltions 

. ..,ith the aduiniotr~tion on th e subJect were not renc11ed. 

Suddenly, on Dec e!:!ber 19, arte.r five o'clock in the cvt n1ng, 

the political prisoners or the So.vvatievo c l ointer we<'e h;,\nded 

a wr i tt en <:r<l<!r :Pro:::en,:ding is por~ittc(! in the future !roe 



9 o'clock i !'l the r.ior-iing until 6 i n the cvenin5 . The O?'der 1e 

to be annoi:ncecl at tbe roll-citll. 

Since the roll-call 1s uoually t aken 11.rter 8 o'clock 

in the even1ne; , 1t wao the cleo.r sense or t he order tha t 1t 

would take ef!ect :.he !ollowine day , Oece!:'lber 20 .Nevertheleso, 

o.t halt paot five t he sentinelll bce;an to requec:t the co!:'lradea 

who were out in the open to Peturn intc the builClng, and as 

they continued to prot".enade, the sentinels tired tro1:1 the 

watch-towers sevcr&l shots, uppare:-itly, 1:-ito the uir . The 

pror::enading continued . Then a chain ot ooldier::i and prillon 

o!!iciala , numbering a.bout !itty !!Ian, spread out alonG tl1c 

fence surrounding the prioon yard, coverin~ thc buildine !rori 

three ai(lelJ, The comr.iande!' of the sq,uad turned to the absol

utely pea.seable pl'Ocena(le!'o with the pequeot to enter the 

buildinc, without warnine once that in the event ot dio

obedience he would !it>e . The pronenading co:nrades for::!ed the 

definite ir::prossion that in the wornt event it wus pl11nned t o 

push theci back towal"ds the buil(linc;, ali:.ost nobody cor.ceiving 

or the possibil it:1 or shooting. But after the third reque!lt 

to enter the buil ding , the order sudde"lY ra11g out: "Struii;:ht 

at the t a!'gets! Fire! And il!l::iodiately 11:!'terw11rds r~uowed 11 

volle:,r and deafening continuouo shooting fron sepa!'11te sections. 

'i'he p!'o~ienadins cor.:radeu tailed to col!.preher.d At 

!i!'ct what had happoned . They were convinced that tloe ohot s were 

itade into t he air t o torrit:;> ther.: , so wild , senseless, i ti-

Probabl e aeer..ed the ::;~ooting of poace:!'ul prO?:".enaders.But the 

fiI'ut vl cti:!le, the gNrnno or the ·munaec, t he war:iine; CI'i es 

from 111 ai(les, "!her e i.:rc ;"JOUnded!• l eft no doubts as to 

•hat t11a occurec"i . The n.urdorers heard these cries , they saw 
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how the comrades picked up these who t"ll and carried the1t 1n 
the direction or the building, but they had no t had enough 
bl oodshed yet and art er the !ir st volley cam.a a tiecond and 
then a third volley . The Ure was aimed not only at those who 
r emained i n the yard but al90 at thoee comt>ades who were 
carrying the wounded and at those returning t o t he building. 
The unanimoua testi1:1ony or our comrades bear9 witness to it, 
tlle marks or bullets around the entrance to the building 
unequivocally point to it, some ot these marks being at the 
level o! a ?:Jan's height, others a little above. After the third 
volley, t he yard was emptied and t he tiring stopped . 

It was be!ore six o 'clock when the wounded •ere 
carried into the building and we were ab l e to count the vict
ims . The t errible tragedy was enacted with i nsane cinematograph-

ic speed . Somebody' s evil will had consciously driven it, wi th
out a breathing spell , to its bloody cliria1. '?he order was to 
be announced a t the roll-c11.ll. It was amounced three hours 
previously. Even according to the order, the pro::ionading was 
permitted until sb o'clock. The killing began at hal! past~ 
and on ly the b1ood in the s11ow reoainod to tell o! what had v 
happened . tlot the f>lightent attenpt wan made on the part o! 
the 11.dlninintration to forestall the catastrophe . The elder 
or the poli tica.l pris oners who tried to nake his way into 
the headquartern of the commandant was not admitted by the 
guards, in accordance with orders. How can one define all 
this ezcept as conscious, cold- blooded, premeditated ?:'lurder 
or peaceful and derensel ess peopl e? Even the higher adc1n1strat-
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ion itselt in the person o! the acting chiet o r t he admin

istra tion or the northern campo , was coi:ipelled t o admit in 

a c onvers11.t i on with the comr.iittee ot elders o! the pol it ica l 

prisoners that the l at t e r by their conduct o!!e red not the 

slightes t prete::11 t !or- a bloody punishment. Acco rdicg to the 

acting chit,;! o r the ad:nin1atration or the camps, a ll th11. t 

happened was a deplorable misundersta.nding tor which only 

the l ower officials were culpable. The soldiers are supposed 

t o h11.ve received a n order to tire into the air . '.Ehe shoo ting 

o! the politica l prisoners was supposed to come as a col:lplete 

surp!"ise to the higher administration or the crur.p . 

We unconditionally l'eject this explanation .Neither 

the l ocal colll:la ndant nor, moreover, the prison guards woul d 

have tired at the impriooned socialists 1! they had not 

previously r eceived assurances or their cotlplete inviolab

ility !or the consequences . Or course, most or the soldiers 

!1rel! into the air, otherwise the shootin g would have 

b&come a wholesale i:iass&cre or the promenaders and the 

victims wou ld have been counted by the score, but it is 

beyond any doubt that part or the soldiers and guards 

received orders to !ire at the pri:Joners and that in one 

form or a nother corresponding instructions were given to 

the administration or the camp ana the comcanding o!ticers . 

Just be!ore the shooting there came to the Sevvatievo 

cloistel' thediier or the depal'tcent or the northern camps, 

Nogtev. He knew or the order to licit the promenading hours, 

he knew or a ll the preparations tor t?le slaughter . We do 

not know whu t his ordera wer< to the co::u:i:.ndant, but we do 

know that he departeCI. trom the c l oister not mol'e th611 a 
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quart er or a n hou r be f or e the shooting,- as hie acting 
associate le.to r exp l ained nuivel y , - so that he cou l d no t be 
charged with the guilt or what was to t ake p l a ce subsequantly 
I t indic::a t eo that having prepared the n;urder , he ha stened to 
wash his hands or 1 t. 

Mor eover , Nogtev hil!:selr , in spite ot e.ll hi<!. 
conceit , l'IOUl d not have risked the s hooting 1! he h o.d not. 
f elt that ?rlo::icow woul d atand by hin . The o rder to ntwist the 
necks" or the politica l priso ners c ame rror::i t he •G.P.U." We 
do not know whethe r :~ogtev was told e xactly how far t o go in 
tightening t he priso n regime, a nd wha t these limits were. 
But it is abso l ute l y clear that the t.:oscow • a . P.u.•1nspired 
the higher official s of the Sol ovetz Islands with contidence 
in their non-responsibility and inviol ability. 

The entire character o! the subsequent investigation 
o! the events or Dececber 19 r u lly contirrns OUP belie! that 
the Poot o! these events must be sought neither among the 
Savvatievo soldiers nor among the crlr.iina l s or the Savvat1evo 
guards . The "inve.otigation" began with the order o! the chier 
o! the department o r the northern c o.ops that the co=t ndant 
o! the c l oister, t he commanding office r or t he mi l i t a ry 
detachment, and the politi cal agent, a s the would-be r eal 
culprits , be sent back to itoscow by the l ast departing 
s t eamer - the navigat ·.on waa just t hen c l osing. (I t was the 
political agent who , day i n day out, conducted the agita tion 
against soc i a lists a:nong the soldiers) . Suc h we.re the 
results o! the " impr.rtia.P inve&tigation made by the 
1nep1l'Grs o r the 1.·ri:r..o, i n 30 t ar as it atrect ed its iinmedictl:l 
author s . 
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We or course refused to rurni:::h any evidence to th.e 

local commission or invest i gation . We sent 11. t e leg:rac to th.e 

All·RuSSit.n Cen t rO. l ·E:i:ecutive Co1:1.c:iitteo o! the Soviet1;1 , in 

which we categorica lly uocused the hi gher admi nistro.tion or 

the Solovetz concontr11.tion cai~p and the uo , P . U. " or the evento 

of December 19, and decanded the urgent 11.ppointnent or a 

special cm:i:nission o f investigation without the participation 

o! the o.P . u. ~ 

About a nonth passed from the tice or the shooting. 

Telegrams were sent ! r oe Solovotz to Moscow and rrom Mosc ow 

t o Solovetz. The firot t e legr1:un about t he occurrence was 

despatched rron Solovetz on the night o! the murde r, but dayo. 

passed a fter dayn, weeks after weeki;i,and the entire higher 

adoinistration or the noPthern cMlpS remained undisturbed 

in its place . The chief of the departrient , Nogtev, retained 

his full aut hori ty. Uoscow kept sileDt. 

!?ina lly , about the !:liddle of January, •e were 

inror!:led that a commission wao !ormed in ~loscow, cooposed of 

representatives of the CeDtral Executive Cotll!littee of; the 

Soviets , or the Central Co:t.'llittee of the Cotll:lunist Party, 

and of the Cotu:1isoo.rl o.t of Justice. 

Apparentl y , the t o.et of the shooting in Solovetz 

becai:ie public a nd it beca~e impossible to conceal it. That, 

in all probability, explaim:i the i nvitation we received to 

send t .J t;oscO'R delogates to testify be!OI"e the cocunisslon of 

investlg!l.tion. In the c!rcumstancec of inte.rrupted navigation, 

ll'hen com::.unioat1on ~"lith the continent is oo.intuined by r ow· 

boflts , 11hich ancidc"!ltally ;:1.u.!te their ?lily through the i ce

floue, ·11t considered t his lnvitution a mockery. We considered 

th11.t the Govern.'llcnt ht.d '..l.t its disposal 11.ll the neans, whether 
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it be an airpla ne, an ice-cu t ter , or sonethin g elne, t o convey 

the conrnission to the place where the crime was co~itted 1n 

order to investiga te the unhci:i.rd or act. 'fl'e considered th at 

only here in the ve ry pl ace wb&re the bl ood ot our comrades 

was $ed , where all the witnesses and all the direct partic

ipan t s ot the shooting could be examined , only here the threadn 

are to be found which would lead t he J.nveatigation t o the 

tracks or the real culprits . And above all, we did not tor a 

c inute believe in the impartia l ity ot a com:iission composed 

ot representatives o! the Bolsheviut Go vernment on ly, which 

is t i t i n thi:> case , according to our profound conviction, to 

act the r o l e or a defendant nore than that or a judge. And we 

an s wered l.!oscow by deoanding the admission i nto the commission 

or represente.tives o! the Arwterdam Federation of Trade Union!J, 

o! the Socialist Workeril:' Intern a tional, and o! the Red Cross 

for Political Prisoners. 

'>le agreed, under these conditions, to send to l.loocow 

our delegates even by row-boato, t o testify be!ore the invest

igating commisaion. On ly a co!llJ:liasion i n which the repr@sent

i:i. tives of the internationt1.l proletariat participated could 

provi de us with a mi nimum guarante8 that the truth about 

December 19 would be disclosed. 

Ha l t a year PllSSed since thon. l;loscow sent uo no 

answer. It i~ more thu.n a nonth now oince navigation has opened, 

::icre th an one steat1er has a l ready nrrived rrom the continent, 

but ldo~oow still continues to maintain silence, au i( the 

cri:!le or December 19 hus never beEn committed. 

An d everything rel!lairls its it was in the past on th~ 

Soloveta Islands! The same rule ot criminal elements iri the 
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!ldrninistration , the Sll.l:le servi t ude for the crimi na l priooners, 

t he same etern!l.l, constant monace to the hulilan dignity and 

life of t he political s. 

However, t h~re is an innova t ion. A spec1al correct 

i on prioon has been established on the Sekirn Hill, whe re 

c r i nin al prisoners are kep t fo r sr:iull off ences i n such 

inhuna?l conditions t hat t he i:ien, as a sign of pro t est , ri p 

open their own abdonons . The reei:nc of pena l servitude i n 

winnig nflw v i cti ::is: hit he r to i t was a pplied onl y t o cril!l i nals, 

now i t has been e x t ended to a group o f Kronstadt s a ilors 

s eztenced fo r part i cipa t ion in t he Kro ns t adt r evo lt o f 192 1, 

a s wel l a s t o s t udents of bot h sexe s who a re e xiled by the 

sc ore t o So l ovetz fo r part i c ipat ion in t he s t ude nts' mass 

oovemen t. They ar e kep t l ike comnon c r il'llin a ls under th e Slil'!e 

reg ime as all the crimin a l pr>iooners, they a re dt>iven togethe 

with t he la tter> t o J o hu.rd l a bor>, an d those who 11.re !ined 

11.re th1•own i nto the pri son en t he Sekirn Hill. And llt the 

very moment I am 1<1riting thes e lines, the Kro nstadt s a ilors 

a r e out O?l o. hun gers trik e decl a red sever a l days 11. ge, trying 

to l'l il'l f or themselves the :re g i me o r the political pr>isoners. 

Mo reover> , s ro.C:.ually an e r r or>t is being made to e:i:ten< 

the re g im <': or penu. l aervitude to us, s oci nlists, too. A 

score o ! socitJ.licts, bound together> by !orce , wer>e brought 

fl.'om the continent to Solovetz an d pl aceU on u. criminal 

regime on t :-, e pretext that there mi.s no indication in theil' 

ccises of their belon,,;in g to socicilint po.:rties. Only a hunger

atl'ike on their> part an :l the inter!erence of the soci a list 

commun i ties su.ve t he~ from pcn c. l servi t ude . But an effort 

i3 be ing l:l llde to thrust ev(.n up on ua, the •recognized " 
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soci a l ists who have spent a year here on a soc i alist r ee;i me, 

comi-ulsory labor undei· the gui se or innocent ftselr- service" . 

',fe have been depr ived or the heating-service , 

of t he bat h- house, or the laundry. We are be11lg 

pla ced in Ii position unknown t o the poli tical prisoners in 

the j ai l s or the czars. 

And to cap all thi s , we are deprived or the e lement-

1u•y rights possessed by the inmates or any prison , the right 

or visits r r oJD our r elatives . In spite o! the fact that the 

na vigatio n ha s again opened, our reh.tives a r e persistently 

r erused perei.is!.ii on t o visit us, "until spec i a l orders are 

issued . ~ 

This i5 how Moscow reacted to the events of December 

l 9 . 

It is true, a 1::1onth after the shooting, t he chier 

ot the departr.ent , Hogte.v, was finally cal led to l~osc ow , we 

do not know •hether in t he capacity of a defendant or a 

witness. But severa l weeks l a. t e r he returned to Solovetz, 

in his capacity of chic! of the depart!I:.ent, with his former 

rights and powers, a s if nothing had happened. !'Joscow would 

not betray •her can" . She supported " the prestige of the 

Governmentw. She exonerated Nogtev . She pronounced her own 

sentence; wNot guilty" , assuming hersel f all the guilt of the 

bloodsl!ed. 

But recent l :1 the Govern?:Jent hositated to shed the 

blood of soci a lists. I t was net l ong aco that t he un ... animous 

cry o f indignu.t:l on of the workers of the whole worl d s t o pped, 

the. hand or the henchrr.an rai sed over the h eads or the l eaders 

or the soc l '"list-rcvt-lutioni3t party. On De cc::ber 19 o. new 
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po.ga was opened in the history ot tl<e Bolr:hevi !Jt terror 

sg:i.1not t he soc111l1st!J ot Fluss1n. The blooa shed c.t Soloveti 

swept uway the l ar:t bo.rr1er. Fror.: now on the blood 11.nd the 

corpser: of irip!'1::wned social1Bts r.:t1.»k t he r:hame tul path or. 

Russian Co::ll!!un1sm . . . 

We h;:.ve told you, comr ade:; , the, truth 11.bout Decenber 

HJ. ;1e told it 1n or<!er to e:ipose before tho .,..orkors of the 

· .. hole world in the na.!!!c of tho reul soci ul1s11: for 7'1'.ich we 

ure t1ghtine together ;'lith you, those 11ho diogri:.ce, who st1:.1:1p 

in the nud , ·1rho stain .. ith the blood o f soci11.lists the 

b~nner ot soc i nlis::i . 

In the rrn:::ic o! soci~lism , ;vo ;:irot eDt before the world 

prolcturi nt against tho poliv:,r of bloody terror being perpe tr

rrtcQ. on the s ociulists of ~ussia. 

And we know, our protest wi l l f ind u tratc:rnul 

response in the he<l.!"t of evc·PY honest wor-tingtian,ot ever y 

socia list. 

June, 1924 . 

(Si8lled) 3oc1alist Co::u:iunit y o! the Savvatievo Cloi ster : 

1. 1roup o! Scci~liast-Revolutioni:::its. 

2. Grouy ot Social- Oeir,ocrats. 

3. Group o! Lcrt Socin.Uot-R()volution i s ts. 

(Added sicnature::;) 

1. Social -Denocr11.tic Cocu!lunity ot the »uksoln Cl oister. 

2. Gt>OUP or SociD.list-Revo l utionist a . 

3 . Group o! Lett 8ociali!lt- Rcvol ution1sts . 

4. Group of Social-Ocmocl'e.ts in the Sol ovet z Krc:::lin . 

( Si gne.turca or pl'isonere follow . All t he na~es ending with 

•a•, e:iccpti ...... g Pol e t ika an d Adu.mushka , arc t hose of women . 

Editor• o note.) 
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1. Feldo$-n 59 . Za.r i n 
2. Rub instein oo . IJ"cnnchikov 
3. Filip pov 6l. tlaurjn 

'· lJoli novski 62 . 1!1cha.ilov 
5. Bc lkJn 63 . Puzyrev 
6. Keropian 64. Sevttsti an·ov 
7 . Tchotk in 65 . Kerepulov 
8 . Gold 66 . VePcholenski 
9 . Skripni tchcnko 67 . Enseld 

10 . P::ivlotzki 68 . Solovieva 
ll. Popov 69 . Ketas::mnova 
12 . Bogatov 70. Studenetzki 
13. Shik 71 . Volski 
14. Konogov 72. Su.uerbrei 
15. Iliussov 73 . Prbnik 
16 . Ke.ssa.tkin 74 . Wolk- lstotzki 
17. Fedosscyev 75. Che.rachinova 
16. Tugarin 76. Zeitlin 
19 . Filippovski 77 . lde:dvedcv 
20 . 'ls ssilcnko 76 . Gubin 
21. Golodkov 79. Udi:.lov 
22 . Ivu.nitzki 60 . Buknrev 
23. ~uchin 6 1. Shmelev 
24. Popov, A. 82 . Poletika 
25. 'lto.rabukin 63 . Niltol c.ev 
26 . Sizych 64 . Gabriele 
27 . Mu ranova 85 . Mcrchul sv, o. 
28. Yuditcheva 86 . Iler chalev , v. 
29 . Chastnevsk aia 87 . Hadezhin 
30. Euchter 88 . Greisser 
31. Dcrkotovskai a 69 . ChOl!lmCl' 
3 2 . Atubu.ssiev JO . YutziB 

"· !tin~ 91. Rci::insr 
34 . Wi.rnserma.n Q2 . Predit 
35. Brt.do vu 93 . Pa.~lilov ,. . Kondrutiev . .. L1byth1n 
37. Podbi elski 96 . Kvintchil5: 
38. Kondrutenko 96. Ado.mushk t1. 39 . Yakovlev 97 . Ftirrnan 
40 . Oobrovol ski 96 . Svirskaio. 41. Dobrovol s ka i a 99. Le:ontiev a 
42. Bortz 100. Andreie"ll'Skaia 43. 7urassov 101. 511.riu.nski 
44. Ycremin 102 . Feinberg 46. Patruschl:lV 103. Shepshelevitch 46. Schestc.kov 104. Yevdokimov 47 . Lunde 105. Prokofiev 48 . Rlt.o in 106. Fl egontov ". Kotov 107. Dubinski 50. Veltc"tanski 108. Heltgott 
61. Radin 109. Bogdnnov 
62 . Gnc dov n o. lll.lkin , A. 03. Stern lll. Mi.. l kin, s. 54 . lvunov 112. Korobkov 56. Rudakov 113. Tr c.cht e:nbe r c , v. 58. Me tropolaki 114. Trachtenberg , D. 57 . Lto.nde, w. ll5 . Dlu~hakova 06. H~ iribuch ll6 . Sc.pir 
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117. Zimin 175 . It:eli t:z 
118. Treiger 176 . Trcj_i!:tJr, u. 
119. Asnir1 177 . Her'!~ovitch , u.v. 
120. Gurvitch l?S . :;tc.ckelberg, I. 
in . Kuprimovo. 179 . Bo.ryshpo loki 
1 22 . Yakubson , L. 180. Heymu n 
123. Yckubson, I. 1 8 1. !liusbe1•g 
124 . Rubinstein,V. 182 . So.!onov 
125 . Zaitchik 183 . Ko:l'rHl.n~ Petrov ski 
126. Liubimov 1 84 . Ko.pell 
1 27 . R::izhkovski 135 . Braude , s. 
128. Baoin 186 . Sclderyahin 
12.}. YUd<>v 187 . Shap iro 
130. Yu din 188 . Breitr.ian 
1 31. !'rolov 189 . Rosem 
132 . Yunke.rov 190 . Konpv.neyet :z 
133 . Kotcha r ovski l :H . Pekerskain 
1 34. Kekin 192 . Chol'.'oshin 
135. Rapiyor t 1 93 . Yelnik , v. I. 
136 . Bloch 1 94: . Konst.:.ntinovski ,A. 
137 . Hi=cl!urb 1 95 . So.!:lu1' 1n ·SJ..i tzyn,A.I. 
138 . Stern , L. 1 96 . Schneider , I.A. 
139 . To l p:i.reva 197 . Ku pin 
140. f.ogan !JS . Kre.nicb1'€ld, A . 
lt.l. Eli:w.n 1J9 . S i.. lnikov, v. 
142. Eise nberg 200 . S(l.ndom1rska.1a., M. 
143 . Be~zin 201. Vitku p , L . 
144. Ausl a nder 202 . Troyan ski, S . F . 
1 45 . Ope.Jki n o. 203. Tiun J. n a 
146. R(l.bkina 204. 'leinzweig 
147. Kohn 205 . Sternberg 
148 . Fleishmacher 206 . Zhdanov, A. P . 
149. Keilis 207. Hubcrt'.l!ln 
150 . Alymova 208 . Roganio, tLO. 
151. Spivc.k 20:). ldassovor 
152 . Zeitlin, s. 210. Ch1;1,imovitch 
153. Bir,lovski 211. Popov 
154. Shi~uhelevitch 2 1 2 . Volkov 
155 . Poplak 2 1 3. Samokhva lov 
156 . E~liaev 214. Po.nov 
157. Dn il.rieva 215. Filatov 
158 . Lo.zarova 2lf.3. Groshev 
159 . Strunskp.ya 217. Skvortzov 
160. Ousovski 218 . Eruchil'lovitch 
161. Eghis 219 . Abakshin 
162 . Kritchevski , E.G. 220 . Ivanov 
163 . Lurie, P . c . 221. Gussev 
164. B.:irnst<>in, I. 222 . Beino.rovitch 
165 . SkGghich , J<. 223 . Golovjna 
166. Mcierov, 11!. · S . 224 . ldurki!!an 
167. Skoloncnko , i1.S. 225. Rio.bin in 
168. Ku:ihin, I.A. 226 . Baron 
16 9 . Ku::i~inn. , 1; , A. 227. Brove.r:nan 
170. GorcU.k , S . 2~8 . Yl ttd.it'.li r ov 
171. !l:o. n 'i·arov itch, .. 2:.:L. Jc.n~hinu 
172. Zo.::u:icl, r ·" · 230. Kevrik 
173. :kn~, 231. Lebeu.cv 
174.. Zolote.r .v 232. Vei;or (Mrs . ) 

233. Stop1.a·•a 
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L E 'i' T E R N I N B. 

l) 
Dea r c ocro.des ! Runours h o.ve proba b l y 11.lready 

reached you concerning t ho un prece de nted and b l oody tra gedy 

whi c h wa s en acted on December 19 , 192 3 , heI'o o n the So l ovotz 

I s l a nds, in on e ot the c oncent r 11tion c amps o r gani zed by the 

Sovie t Gov e rnment tor t he s oc i a li s t s a n d an o rchists ot Russ i a . 

The otficia l bolshev ist press - t he on l y o ne f r om whi ch you 

cou l d ob t ain the fir s t ne ws abo u t the event - wi ll in a ll 

like lihood try to r epres e nt e v e ry th ing thc. t h a i:: h a p pened 

here ( as i t has al r eady succeeded in do ing in tln obscure no ti ce 

in t he "I s vesti a " o! Feb ruary 10 , 1924 ) 1 a s a "misunde rst

a nding " , " an un f ort unat e incidentn, or .•• as a c onflict(!) 

be twe e n t he prisone rs a n d the tchekists 11.nd s o ldiers who we r e 

sh ooting u t us at close r a nge . 

The Bo l s hevist Government will a ttemp t "to c o ve r u p 

t he tra c a s" , to dist ,-ort the !acts, but it will not succcd -

the truth about December 19 will soone r or li<.ter become th e 

property o f the workers of the entire «rorld . We , :lnarchists 

o t the Savvatievo cloister who served as targets for the 

n red" bullets , cut off by the ice-fie ldeot the White Se a 

!rom the r e st o f the wor l d , through the lines ot bayonets 

and the barbe d tch ekist , a ppe ci. l to you and throu gh you t o a ll 

the workers a nd peasants ot Russi &. , Europe , u.nd America. 

ll This l etter , u f '.l csimile ot 11hich is to be tound on page 
32 1 wa s o.ddre~.Jed to the •Anarc hi s t International - Berlin ft . 
It was four r..onths on the wo.y fro!!! Russit. to Germ~ny. 
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We wa.nt to present our !lt11.teoont or what h1.ppone11, 

to 11.ppruinl.' this bloody outrago on the detenceles!l prisoners, 

the capt1 ves of tho Governr::iont. By its col 11- bloodol1 

prer.ieditation and its calculated murder , by the env'ironmen t 

conditions and chain of circUl!lGtunceG l eading to it, by the 

absence evon of supposed, i.e. " l egitimate" reasons tor it, 

th1s bloody •socialist" outrage ho.s no equal in the entire 

history of the Russian revolutiQpary moveoent against the 

autocracy, in the annal3 of thllt lugubrious and heroic 

!ight which the Rui:isia.n revolutioniots waged in the prisons 

in tho dllrkest years a! the cirnrist reaction . 

Six y ea r s of the bolohevlst di c t ator ship , a 

dictator2hip over the workers and peo.sc.nts, six year s of the 

cruol lest terrori.:zation of the people and its voice by J:leans 

ot bullets , torture and strr.ngulo.tion, have cade it so that 

every pernon thinking differently !rom the bol sheviks, whether 

socic.list or anarchist , that every worker and peo.sant who 

dares be dissu. t i13fied u.nd no t in ugree~cnt with the Soviet 

Gover noent, is oubjoet to " elimination" and C:ln enjo7 his 

"!r eedoo• on ly when dead or 11.livo in prison , in concentration 

camp , 1n the obscure u.:od wild :regions o r the Fnr North c.nd 

Siberia which hnd !ormerly served as the exile t erritori es 

of the czc.r. 

Suc h a pri son camp was organized in the summer of 

l ast 11eu.r by the; Soviet Govcrncent on the Solovetz lsl 11. nds 

cut of! in t ha couroc o! six r:ionths tro:n uny intercourse 

with thr. mainland , for the purpOS£l or thl. most e xtreme 

isol 11.tion , so o.s to b t· !urthcr away f ro!!! t he eyoo of t he 

workere und pc11sant3. Al rcudy the !irst !e"f monthe passC>d 
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not \f ithout individu a. l episodes o! provoci:.ti on, shooting , 

binding priooncr s, nnd Of the systo!Iluti c bre a king of mWlolo 

serieo o! prom1Be o. But neverthe l ess we enjoyed aa 1c t o. few 

•privi l eges" , which we ha.d succeeded in wresting from ou r 

Jailers du ring severii.l yec.1•s o! incredible su!fering in 

soviet prisons, through a number of hunger strikes , nnd 11.t 

the price of g reut S<'-C rifi ces , privations nnd self- dostruclion 

by fire ! 

With the 1.1.pproa.ch o! the end o! the navigation 

season,- le! t in u condition o! severed interc ourse with the 

continent , and ut the mercy of the power-intoxicated "little 

czars" c.mong the higher local o!!icil!.ls, with a stc. ff o f 

keepers conriii:Jting a l mos t entirely o! crimino. l tchekiiJts 

of leadin g pl'o fessio na l hencheien and sti.dists,- it bec !l.me 

cl ea.r t o us th .:. t the wintei• would not be "fnvorab l e ", that 

hol'rors were i nevi t able ••. ?Joscow was not s a tisfied with 

having us on ;.i. n ioland completely cut off frolll the rest of 

the world . That i s not enough! Our petty "l ibertie a~ , gai ned 

at the expenso o! such sacrifices, gave Moscow no reot a nd 

the ~G . P.U . " decided to tr ansfori:. the Solovetz CW!lp into a 

re al jd l, to cow the political prisoners t1.t a ll costs. 

Howevel', so long as coir,munication with the m:i.in l ttnd existed, 

the ngenerul sto.ff" a.t the Lu biankn. hesitated to open a 

direct c:u11paign age.i nst ua through its obedient Solovetz 

agents inpatient for bu. ttle: It would not pay, it was too 

early o.~ yet 

At l u.ot, n i; vir,c; tion wc. o closing. The chief of the 

departr.icnt of the northern c amps , :<ogtev, the Solovetz 

autoc r1.;.t ~nd sc.trup, t !' e nsocialist"sadist, returned from 

l1osoou , npparently ·1tith the necessnry instructions c;nd 
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a.uthority. The n:G:>mentu!'I o! events w110 increasi ng . The c amp11.i5l1 

is opened . •operati ons huve begun.• As a. beginn ing , 11.s a. 

prete:it t, it was decided to depl'ive u:i o ! the right or tree 

promenading ! On December 16, the 11.Slli s t a nt o! Nogtev , Eichman=i, 

( who had lllso r eturned rro::i 1.!oacow), declared t o uo in the 

course or a ! o rr.:il:ll converso.tio n thut rioscow was dissatisfied 

wi t h the l ocal regine, thut 11 series of l:leusurel) wo.s under 

considera tion !or the purpooe of changine it . At the s ame 

tii:ie he informed us of the proposed l imitation or the hour 

or our open- air e:itercises. 

Three days pasoed, - everything remained as before. 

F!l.ncl l y, the now me.r.orub le December 19 o.rrivod . Soon utter 

five o'cl ock u written Ol'der wa.s delivered t o ua to the 

ertect tha t pt>omenading: rroo bow on wou l <l be perm! tte<l from 9 

in the ;::orn ing until 6 in the even i ng 11.nd thut the order is 

t o be announced o.t the roll- cull which ordinuri+y t akes 

pl c.ce a t 8 in the eve ning . It war; the c l ear senue of the 

order tha t i t was to t11ke eff ect t he following duy , December 

20. Novertheless, after it was issued , a.bout fif t y • r ed 

warriors•, ~onsisting in part of members or the cii li t0;ry 

detc.chlllent a nd in part of the aforeme n tioned tcheki st keepers 

who hoped, a nd ns it appeared not i n vain , to gain over the 

dead bodies of our comrndes amnest y an d better ~dr::1ni atrat1vo 

posts tor the!nsel ves , - were nw.Pched into our l i tt l e cour t 

sul'rounded by barbed wire to pe-rpe t rute tho b l oody ou t rage 

on the pencef u ll7 pror::ennding ttQ.isobedient" poli t i ci:.l prinonel' ' 

l'e found oursclvcri :.:ur rounQed on three s i des, thrac 

rows or "red• b(..}'onetc pointinG u.t us - l ivi ng tr.rget a . Thon 

C.J.t:e a quick thrice· rcpcoted request or the co1:1W1 nder of t he 
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puni tive detachl!lent to return to the buildin g . , . 

usqucu:t ! Strt.i ght :i.t the t a r gets ! Fire! • The fi r st 

voll ey is !ire-! , toll owad by dcarenini:; sc::.ttorod shooting . 

Gr oa.na ot woun ded and wll.rning drieo o r coi:r :i.des : "Down, the~ 

e r e wounded ! " Bu t t he shooting: continues even a t those ·•ho 

are l y ing down . .. A cocent ot cu.l~ - the ! irot blood hu.s been 

shed . ';le quickl y oeize the victios :i.nd cuke tor the L'min 

building . But the toul rourderars would not stop! They ure not 

satisfied wi th t'lfO or three victins. A ne'lf order t o l oud : 

"Squ~d - tire ! " Then a.nether vo lley end soco sca ttered !iring 

et those ot1ll in the court und c.t those carryin3 the wound<!'d 

and returning t o t he building. (At the cu topsy soae • 01•0 

round to hu.vo beon stPU ck by f!cvcrul bu lleto). 

Frei::!! victir.is ... t.n other quotl. ot c oCTr c.doo it 

!11lling, hit by b u lle t:J sh:i.r-ply :i.imed u.t their- bo.cka . or the 

eight vict il:is , si:i were r.orto.lly wounded . .. 1 ) SiJ. 11 rel e s s 

co~rades. The bloodthirsty an<l ins::.t.i a tc 1:1onoter who1•e n o.1:10 

is Po;yer is tr•u:::phi:.nt , celebrating its victory ovet' unr rced , 

detencelcss prisoners, I.et 'tbe c nnnib.'lls triucph! But they 

shall not escape their deserts <!.t the hand::; of the very worker 

11.nd peusv.nts in 'll'hose pretended n1.0.mc they now r u l e Cron the 

Russia n throne. 

Sevori:.l hours ,1ttcir the :Jhooti ng , the dep t1 rtt1ent or 

the northern canps c.p11ointcd :.:. co~ission of in .. ui r::r to which 

,.,e, c:ne.rchiots , addres~c..! on t he ! ollo·, ing da.;:r , Deccr.ber 20 , 

o. written rcsufJ.l to !ur '1nish evi dence, containing a !!hort 

estia:i.te o! the true innor tie;..n ine; ot the nhol e occ:.irence, 

lJ N:;.nes ot victims :...re .-nur::er.ited. See Appendi;t. 



- 57 -

occurence, ot the open and hidden causes tit the tou l, senseless 

at f air of December 19 . Amonz other things, we said there,,_ u 

About the niddle of January, apparent ly becau1:e of 

r umore which seeped through and reached the continent, under 

the pressure o! the 11. l 111 r 111ed relatives, ( there are a.bout 300 

socialists a nd a narchists in the So l ovki,l there was created 

i n Moscow a special commission of inquiry into the events of 

December 19, compo:rnd of •. . wh c.m would you think? . .• of 

notorious tchekiots, the ringleaders of Soviet justice, members 

o! th e Centra l Control Commisoion ot the Russian communist 

Party, of the Commisii.lariat o! Inspection and othel"s, the very 

peop l e who directly or indirectly took part in tormulating the 

-plo.ns of "te.ming" us and who inspired the lo;ral e:1ecutionero . 

1/e of couroe aga in refused to participate in this second act 

o! the comedy of inquiry :staged now by the highest organ , the 

Central E:1ecut ive Committee ot the Union . The henchman Nogtev 

we.a then invited to corie to Moscow , we do not know whether in 

the capacity of a culprit or of o. witness , or perhaps to 

receive his re11ard !or the operation he magnificently executed. 

We only know that Moscow did not go back on "her own• man, bu t 

took him under her lofty protection, and the he!'u o! December 

19 returned to Sol ovki l!ith all his: foroer tights a nd powers. 

Everything rem a ined as o! old , as i f the fou l shooting o! the 

politic~ l prisonern had never taken pl ace . Tht:i Soviet GOvernmeni 

is the l ast wor d in •revolution• , in the vocabulary of at"te 

ideol ogy. Thie government o! ''.Yorke r s and Pea sants" , in order 

to upho l d ite pr esti ge , i t s reGioe, and to maintai n itsel f in 

1) Here part s o! the preceding Letter Three are quoted . 
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power, thought it crn:ipatible with its character to continue in 

his former position the immediate murderer o! our comrades, 

the initiator of the bloodbath. 

This act of exoneration and sanction from above proved 

to us once more that the bloody at tack of Cecenber 19 had 

been prepared beforehand , and was rigidly thought out and cold-

bloodedly calculated to achieve a "Special" purpose: to 

strangle and twist the pol itical priooners into a passive 

body, to inaugurate a policy of physical extermination of the 

•disobediflnt" socialists and a.narchists. The l'eturn of Nog t ev, 

evidently with blessings for new, studiously prepal'ed bloody 

•strategic r.iar..o~vres" in accord with the general task o! 

extermination and the continued policy o:r oppression and 

provocation on the part ot the udministration, is a guarantee 

that this policy will be firmly and una lterably put into e!!ect 

in the !uture . It wao tar !rom be ing the l ast time that blood 

was shed . More than once yet wi ll our cam.p serve as a targ et 

!or "speeial' purpose , as a U!i! l d or battle between the bayonet 

on the one hand and c ha ined, !orced impotency on the other . 

flt is not !or nothing that the Solovki is a camp controlled 

by the special Section ot the "G .P. U. ") Mo:r>e than one ot u::; 

will yet tall victi m to the t:r>iuophant reaction clothed i n a 

re d toga a nd intrti.nsigent :r>evolution&ry phraseology, to the 

restored pre·revolut ionary regime o! bondage a nd ei:ploitation 
1) 2) 

or the 'I'hird Section , ot Ojerjinsky and ot the Kreclin·rule 

ot the days or Jvan the Terrible and his mercenaries, now 

operating unde r a new shie l d. But we a"e not ot those who will 

l) The r. otorious depe.rtment ot the Czar ' s •Okhrana". 
2) The (U r ector 2enoral o! the "G . P.U . " 
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adap t themselves and bea r it! We , 11.n arc h is ts , e:i iled 11.nd 

per sec u t e d by all governmen ts and regimes; al'e always prepared 
tor t he worst, There are no sur pr"ise s t or us. We know not 
whether a ny or us wil l yet have the oppoI'tunity ot figh t i n g 

ohoulder t o shou l der in the sair.e r anks 'll' ith you , for t he worke r s 
and peasan ts a g ainst Powe r and world cepi tal , We do not ):::now , 

but t her e Ls one thin g that we p3.ssionately desi r e : tha t the 

roul, col d-bloodeC: , nensel e as shooting or Dec ember 18 shou l d 

deliver t ha t sobering b l ow or bloody facts whi c h '!l'ou l d a rouse 

t he consc iousness ot the l ab or mas s es ot t he whole wO rl d . . . We 
desi r"e that the b l ood she d sh ou l d fi na lly t ear o f t t he rnai;;k 

tro11. the face ot the genuine c ulprits of th i s s hooting ,- t he 

Russian Colllll!un ist Party a nd i ts obedi ent in terna l t ool , the 

Sov ie t Gove r nmer. t , and o r its world instruoent, t he Coi:::munist 

Internat i onal. The vei l mu s t be removed t roc the e yes Of the 

int e r nationa l Pl'.'o le t ar i a t. In the seventh yea.t o! t he bolchevist 
r u l e , i t is time t o put an end t o the illus i ons a nd perver"ted 

vi ews entel'.' ta i ned by the workers' and pe !.l s a nts' ma s s e s o f 

Eur ope a nd Am erica which l'eg al'.'d the Sovi e t Government, the Rus sia.1 
Communist Pal'ty and the Third Internationa l a s the •shock troops 

ot the world ruvolution", as something o! their own t lesh and 

bone. No , their c ause is not the cause o r the pro l etariat, not 
the c au!:le of the world s ocial revolution . It is reaction in a 

new form , disguised , trigge d out in rsd, and thel'.'etore more 

dan g erous ! or the worl d l abor movement. 

We underutand how strange and para.dozical our 'll'Ords 

will sound to the workers of Europe, when the very same co1D111.un
ists , (German, French, I tal ian , etc . ) pel'secut ed a nd exi led 

abroad by t he vurious bourgeois and democ l'atic govel'nments , 
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are there tho mar -:. y1•s, t he g l or·ious horoes and f igh t ers o! 

•the worke rs' cause" . But it is high time t o l earn !ro111 the 

b l ood:; lessons o! t he c h.s s struggl e o! rece nt ye a.l.'s that the 

co!llllluni st parties of t he West , even as the Rus ::i i a n Commun ist 

Party which was on ce pe r s e cut e d an d bat t l ed e n t he s ame side 

o! the tiar ri c ade together with u s , a s soon a s th~y sei ze the 

he lm of s tate in their hands , apply te r ror 11.Ild di c t ator ship 

over t he workers and peasant s , just as all ot he r g ove rnin g 

parti es do , whe t her c zarllst, r epub l ican or u ltra- de moc ratic. 

The i dea l ist le a dors and mentors of this part~· , the 

Rykovs and Djerjins ky s, th e Zi n ovievs and Trotzkys, for the 

pur pose o! re t aining power 11.nd p resserv ing "order", will i ! 

nec ec::rn.ry underte.ke any bloody adventure s uch a s the s hoot i ng 

o f hundreds, thousands of h :prisoned workers and peasa nts , as 

it is done and must unavoidably be done in the future by a.11 

pa. l"ties and po li t ic a. l groups, "right n or "lef t", as soon a.o 

they ceB.se being persecuted and 11.s cend to power. Let every 

honeGt worker and r e volutionary belonging to the Communist 

International and the "Red" Interna tional o! Trade Unions 

remember that he is sitting side by side with l!lurderers and 

is doing thP-ir f oul work , that he is senctioning , perhaps 

without being awa re o! it , the sense leso ex('cution of Decccber 

19 .... 

Dear comrades! We h111ve told you the truth about Decem

ber 19 , the truth a.bout the bol3hevist dictatorohip, about the 

role o! the co=unists be!ore a.nd after their seizure o! power, 

we have told you what io true o! any government. Perhaps none 

of us will come out alive from this island , !or our present 

and the nee.rest f uture a.re too dark, but the bolsheviks shall 

not be able to conceal the true eigni!icance or a ll that bas 
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happened here! The truth about Deceitber 19 will become yours, 

a strong weapon and standard in your hands, an ominous warning 

in the unequal struggle or the oppressed. The only historical 

!alue which could. redeel!l the Solovetz execution and the other 

victi1:1s or the Soviet or• any state system is that the WOI'kers 

and peasants of the whole wol"ld should rinally learn trom the 

blood-sealed Solovetz lesson that by bringing any party to 

political power in present or rutul'e revolutionary stl"llggles, 

they put a swol'd in the hands or new Nogtevs 1<nd build for 

themselves a new yoke, pl'eparing a bloody bath tor many e.nd 

many of their own ranks. 

Fal'ewell, then, denr comrades. Let December HI be to 

you and to millions ot workers the world over a memorable day 

of portentoua warning, a. bloody lesson in difterentiating 

genuine friends from enemies, in the struggle fol' a. society 

not baseO. in power. 

Members o! the Anarchist Community: 

( Signatures:) l. G.I . Tcharin 
2 . A. Shilin 
3. 21. E. Tchekmassova 
4. A. Voltchonok 
5. Lia Gottmann 
6. P . Kurganskaya 
7. !' .Krasavtchikov 
8 . F.Kuznetzov 
9 . A.Sozova 

10. V .Mochov 
11 . !l.1':1rbunov 

(Brought to Sa.vvatievo after the shooting ) 

12. S.l.odin 
13. A.Dvoitchenlco. 

April, 25 , 1924. Solovki , Savvatievo Cloister. 



- 62 -

LETTER TEN. 

Our colony o! political prisoners containe at present 

about 300 peroons. There are 13? social-democrats, 14 l e! t 

socialist-.revolutioniots, 109 socialist revolutionists, and 

35 anarchists. They occupy the three cloisters o:! the o ld 

Solovetz Monastery . Our cloister , Savva.tievo, is the largest 

one and no'" holds 180 socialists and a narchists. 

Savv &tievo is bui l t o n the main 1u land, on which are 

l ocated the headquarters o! t he department o! the northern 

concentration Camps . Here is also in:prisoned the main contingent 

or the ColIIJ:lon criminals. 

The second cloister - lfiuksolm - is connected with 

ou r is l and by a dam . i'he t hird, Golgotha, i!l on the An!lerDki 

I s l a nd , separated by fo"Qr versts of water from the me.in island . 

Du rin g the long winter, when the sea is he a ped 'fith 

ice floes, connection be t ween the iGlc.nds can be kept up on l y 

by occasional boats, such an undert e king involving great risk. 

We had all the time re fused to occup y the A.nserski I sland, f or 

•e feared to be cut off not only !rem the main l and but also 

from the main island, on which we depend for ou.r food supply 

and medical uid. life al!!o did not want to be p loced at the 

mercy of the loca l administration and under a regime of com:ion 

crimina l s. 

But bec ause of tho illc.reasing number of new a1n•i v11.ls 

we have at l ast bet-n co~pell ed t o move to the Aneersk i I sland 
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on con dition that we be guaranteed food and medical a i d. No• 

a ll t he c l oi oters are t illed and we are too c r owded to accom

od&te new groups o! prisonero. The a dtiin i strat i on, ho.vin g no 

more r oom t o spar e , he.s demanded that no more p ri soner o be 

ed l ed t o Solov ki. Still numbers o! politicale continue com in g , 

The administrat ion , s u re l y not without the knowledge 

o ! Moscow, is now c learly e xe rting i ts e ! !or t s t o ! orc e us 

into a re gi me or common cri minal s . Thu s the last party of 

socia lists tha t a:rrive d here has f o r a l ong time not bee n 

reco gni sed as politica l. I n Kem the y we re pl a ce d in dungeons, 

compe l led to do h ard labor , and in e ve r y way tre a ted l i k e 

ordina.ry crimin a ls. HP.re in t he Solovk i we have with dif f iculty 

succeeded in securing tor them recognit ion as poli ticals. 

The t v1 0 last parties to a r rive a re st i ll fighting !or such 

recogniti on, meanwhile livingt\l'ide r i1:1possible conditions. They 

contain 18 persons, among them 6 left socialist-revolutionists, 

7 soci a l-democrats, 3 right soci a list-revolutionists and a 

anarc h ists. They are a ll well known to ua, as well as to the 

•G.P.U.", as some ot them have previou ::.ly been more than once 

in bolshevik pr isons. Among them are: the well- known l eft 

socialist-revolutionist Rie.binin , !rom the Far Eastern Republic; 

three comrades :Crom Voronezh, Liapin, Razdebeev, a nd Kaliuzhniy, 

ll!ld the students Voit and Belogl aaov . In spite ot our protests 

end telegrams to the Centre.l lxecutive Committee in Moscow , 

t»;y are being kept isolated in the Kremlin under a r egime 

t.Jut.ate111ing any moment to becoce criminal. their condition 

1IQ eau.e them to declart:- a hunger strike, ia which we a l eo 

wouU b9eme h1 volved. 

Beaides so~ialist members ot varioua parties, the 
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• G.P.U.• now sendi:: to the Sol ovki large numbers of non-polit
icals o! s eocialist tendencies having some relation to the 
revo lutionary J;10vemant. The greatest proporti on o! them are 
students. You are awu.re that of l ate the s tude nt movement has 
grown considerably. After the comb-. ou t i n the universities o! 
Petrog rad, Moscow and o ther cities, many o! the discharged 
students were arrested, a:i:iled to emote provincial places or 
sent to So l ovetz, where there have a l oe been brought some 
'!'..komsomoltsP (members o! the "Young Men ' s Comnunist As:Jociation ) 

The Solovctz au thorities have re!ueed to consider the 
students as politicals. Boys abd girls o! 18, 20 and 22 years 
o! age - hardly any of them have ree.ched 25 - are kept together 
with thieves, murderers and prostitu~es, !orced to do hard 
labor and subject to the vilest insults of the officials and 
COCIDlOn- crii::in a i keepers. Especially hard is the lot of the 
young student girls: they live in the general dormitories with 
the old female criminals and ii.re constantly ell.posed to the 
brutal !l.ttentions of their keepers . A case of th!.s kind took 
place in the prison of Kem where the student girl J!itimovo. had 
the misfortune of pleasing the eye of the eternally into:i:icated 
prison commandant. He decided to keep her in Kem ft !or work". 
It required our 1nter!erence and protests to the administration 
to cause the transfer of Etimova from Kem to Solovki where the 
rest o! her col!lrades are confined. 

Al:lori g the other politica l s here who are kept o ri a 
couon criminal r egime are many rebel peasants from various 
parts of the country, as well as numbers o! worke rs arre.sted 
fol' atrikes . We want to call our attenti on especially to the 
gl'oup of Kronste.f,t eti.ilors h:prisoned here by the administrative 
::"der of the •G . P. U. ~, in connect i on with the Kronstad t uprising 
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of Hl21. For Sol!lc time they live(. in t he l:luksolri cloister us 

politico.le. When the.t cloister bec ti.tie too crowde d, they •ere 

transferred to the K!'emlin prison whel"c they had a forai;.l 

conference with our elders. ·,;" u ide G. them with food, books, 

newspa.pers, etc. One day the c.i:IDlnlstru ti Ct n called out the 

col:ll!littee of eldero or the Kronsta .'. t s a ilors and lnfor:;ied it 

that in accordance with orde1•3 t:roo Hoscow, the Kronstudt men 

Wel"e to be plac ed on a regice o! comnon cricln:ols, deprived of 

their rtitions tis politicals, c.nd put to such ll'Ork a.s the author

ities will a.ssign thee. The Kronstadt spokEJs.men refused to 

acc£'pt the order, whore upon they Wcl'e bound . Then the ar• ed 

e;uards broke into the building where the Kronstadt men wel'c 

confined. The pri:::oners refused to obey the nelf ordez>s fl'Otl 

l~oacow, and were a.11 bound h(llld and foot und dro.ggcd into the 

dungeons 'Rhere they declared v. hunger-strike, 'lfhich lanted 9 

d:i.ys. The strll~e ended in fcilure. ThGn they decided tecporurily 

to ~ubl!:.1t 1 in oxp.ectation of a coi;.m i ssion which wa.o soon to 

urrive trom Mo::.scow and be!ore w11ich they were to lay thc cutter 

for decision. 

The U{lr.iinir>tration ro:.. l i:Jed th:i.t tho !llutter ls not 

settled , :i.nd strov e continually to acer 14v:J.te the Kronstadt 

men 11nd to provoke them i n to unti::ie l y uction . \7ith this l>Urpo2e 

in vie,,.. , th" au thorit i o:; on the 20th or Ju l J sudden l y t r ansferr ed 

three Kronstadt prison e r s to the Sekirn Hill, p l c.cin~ them tor 

no r eo.aon ( but under the pretoxt o f der:.o tla li 31ng tho c r imina l 

r-1:1gime and in:Julting t ho keepe r s ) in the punitive jt..il. They 

dec l a 1•ed '.l. hunBcr s t rike-. l' hoi.' t L·J1.J!-0r wu.s o.ccompuniell by 

v lolonce 1H1d beating. The rc!:l'.l.1n i ng s<;vcn ne n joined the strike. 

?hoy •e r e removed t o the ccl l (>r. It was c. hu.•d ntrikc :ind 

l ls t ed 14 d .... ys. We oxvcctcd 'J t 1•u.go dy :.o t o.ny oortent. Ono of t he 
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l!len, Yudin , twice a.ttei;ipted suicide, two othe r s be3an to cough 

bl ood on the eleventh day. Tho ad!!linistration l"e!!lained indiCC

el"ent and on l y on the fourtheenth day t he elder of the Koonstadt 

grou p was cal led out for negotiations , as a result o t which 

the three me n were reletwcd !roe the duna:eon on the Sokirn Hill. 

The con-,on cl' inina l regime , however , r ema ined in !orce. The 

cor.:ouni t y o! the Kl'onst adt men wun l'ecognined, and they were 

promised that they wou l d not be separ111te'1 and wou ld be assignell 

to taoks according to their ::ikill . 

All t h e hun ger strike r n - Yermolaev , Eve ltio, 

Andrei t chenko, De!Ctov, Kulishev, Kurkesh , Belov , Yu din, Suharov, 

R!!.skasov - wcl'c taken t o the hospital i n an awful condition . 

Some of them may yet pay wi th their lives for that hunger strike . 

This whole group consists exclusively of honest , good fellows , 

Kronstud t s ai lors and workers, loyal to the Revolution . According 

to t hei r party sympathies, they a re di vided into 2 left soci

alist-revolutionists, 4 ana r chists , l social-democrat, the 

rest are non- pu!'tisar, but reco~nice the Novembe 1• ( Sov iet) 

tievo lution . They fro l:l the re:nainins seal! band of Kronstadt 

revoluti onists who have not yet perished and who preserved 

their political consciousnesn in spite of the systema tic exc-c 

utionc by the Soviet government. Our conr:i.:nity o! the Savvatievo 

cl oister prot ested and in a toles ram t o the Centrc.1 E:iecuti ve 

Co!:lrnittee of the Union we demo.nded the urgent endin::; o ! the 

hunger strike declared by the Kronstudt oon. We demanded that 

an end be put to the cruelties perpetrated on thee, and that 

they shou ld be recognised a s po litical pri sonern. But without 

11.v11i l. There is no doubt that their strug l e is not 7et over, 

t hat t he adoin i stra.tion will not leave t he::i ulone and wil l 

au11in try to provoke thc1:1 into ~cie action in order to e:iterl:'linate 
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theL'I. In 1922 , when we were in exile in Archangelsk, wo were 

told that the Kronstadt men were being torture<l o.nd shot by 

the thousands in the northern c!l.mps, in Pertooinsk, Kholmo~ory, 

etc . Only these who succeeded in escaping are still among the 

living. 

Now about us, the recognized soci a lists . I have 

already mentioned the fact that the adtlinistration of the duo.pa 

and Moscow a.re pu rrrn ing a policy of abolition or the pol1 tical 

regime. This expresses itself not only in orrcrt s to refuse 

recognit ion to new parties of political priconers, but also in 

nany other r.:.a.tters directly affecting us . Thus, the question 

of "sell-service" is now in an e1traordinarily acute phase. 

'?he plan is to force us to do col!lpulsory labor and for a 

beg:inning efforts a.re ea.de to heve us cut til:lber for our needs, 

to heat the bath-house , to cart out the refuse, etc .... Up 

to the present tirie we never yet did conpulsory work even for 

our own needs in W'ly of the priaons. In Pertocinsk unO., in 

the course of a year, in Solovki ·1te voluntaril:t att ended to 

certain things, for instance, we cleaned the bui l ding, heated 

it, cocked our rood, cleaned the yo.rd, washecl. the l au ndry. 

The harder l abor , such ao the cutting of ticber- in the forest 

and the c a rsing of the refuse, wus provided Vy the o.dl:! iniotr

ation. Suddenly in the apring we were requested to take over 

these burdensone tasks t oo. We have no (!;Uo.rantecs that this 

would not be followed by compulsion to provide service for the 

entire ca.r.ip, hi. eludi ng t he adminiatr1.1tion. This we C(..nnot 

accept, juot a s we c unnot accept uny kind or forced lu.bor even 

for our own ne ed~. We huve been e1iled administrati ve l y , u.nd 

tha ai:lminh:trution r::ust provide us with al l the neceesitien. 



Voluntari l y, it ls true, we would attend to certnin job5, but 

we cunnot ugree to take then over us .l' orced dutiea, since we 

perceive in this o.n attempt to introduce grudual l y penal 

s ervitude for socia.lists. Besides, there are Ban:1 other rea!:lons 

why compu l sory l abor i:J i1::.pos3iblc tor us. Ho.lr of our prisoners 

are sick . We have cany woz:-,en ... We therefore refused to accept 

"self-service" . 

We were deprived of the bath-house ea £'ly in the s;,ring, 

our supp l y of fuel '"as disc0 ntinu;) d when the!'e w:i.ri sti ll snow 

on tho ground, und we 1HH•e kept in c0l<4 c.nd dat.i> cel ls. We 

ha d to reduce our ration o f hot .- uter and wai'C food because 

there WIHl not wood ;;,m1 the ac'.l!l.ini;;t r ation supplied none. And 

no11' we !l.rc still ·1rithout wood, u.nd it looks i:;,s if we are to 

have very soon on l y cJt>y ra.tion:.> - bread and water. All t h is 

in spite of the f act that r:mny of us are oi ck with scurvy 

and na.ny :i.re suffer.Ing from othe r di senses. WC! huve bel:'n wait-

ing a long tine for a con."!lission f r ol:i l.:oscow, but so fur i t 

hus no t arrivccJ. 'lfe me<1.n to put be!ora it , wholl it arr ive s , :ill 

the que11 tions of our prison life hot>e which has becone extra.-

ordinarily cO!!lp l icti.ted recently . Durine tt,e 11inter it he;s 

bccoae clear that Solov~.1 is not sup,.,lied with sufficient 

t ood 1 v.nd under the oyster:i existing hc1·e , it is h11rdly possible 

to be assured of sup:_:> l iell . ','/e hud exp l 11ined the !!!Utter to 

Feldaun and Bokyi of the co::l!D.i~sion that caol.'l he£'e fron lJoscow 

i n the fu l l of 1923 . 7hc:t assured us t hat there we re sufficient 

Pl"Ovisions . In np.-ite of thu.t , the rations !i:ied by them were 

Ghorote...-ned all"(lady in Decel'lber, and in February the numbe r 

o f ho&plta l :rations '"a s tJ.ut onc tic c. l ly r educed by the Department 

"to 15 J)erc e nt, Le . , 27 ri:.tiono fol" 190 poop l e . We hti.ve rrnny 
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:::ore sick persons now. I n ~ccordnnce wit h the prescr1ptions 

ot the pri son physician 1 we were receiving about 50 r a tions 

betore the 1•edu ction . In real ity , t.owcver 1 we did not ::;et even 

the 15 percent, since it appea red th i. t many articles ot first 

necessity, such a::i butter, white flou r, etc. were entire l y 

lacking in So lovki. The re sult io scurvy, wholesale co.see of 

it .. . . 

The med ical aid we receive here is below c ritic!=· 

The prison physicians show little intere::it in the sick . There 

are no socialis t doctol's . As a genel'a l I'Ule, few get treatment 

in the hospital , as there are no ::iedical supplies. Towo.rdi.; 

spring we did not even have any iod ine. The a tt itude towards 

the patients ie disgustin g . There have been frequent occasions 

when tl1e doctor turned our sick coJ:J.rades out o f the hospital 1 

without even exal!".ining the= , af ter tl1ey had nade the t Pip of 

12 versts fro rr;. the cloister. Just now a nuober of our prisoners 

needs special l!ledica l attention. Fol' the last three n:onths 

!ll"e have derc:anded t heir transfer to the oainle.nd. So !ar we 

have succeeded in p;etting &.cros::i only four of the::i.: ltia!'kI:l(tTI 

a le ft socialist-revolutionist , idc.rts in kevitch, connected 

with the case of the left socit<.list-revobtionists,and two 

anarchists , Siutevitch and VeEer (all".os t at the point of de1J.th). 

About the others application httd bean nude to Moscow , but no 

reply has been received. The general po l icy of }.Ioscow is "to 

put the sct•ein.1 ti~ht" on us . The entire "c<'nstitution" designed 

by the com.irission of Feldman in 1923, was abolisheC. tro:n the 

day of the sh.ootini or. 0(>-ce~be.- l'.J. One pa1•agraph after ti.nothcr 

i::i gradual ly being nullified. First the promenadinG hours and 

the supp l y of ligl\t were l ir.11ted 1 then the conferences with 

the co::u:ittee rf elclers of t..uksolo were auopended , ut t ervra.rds 
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the r ood r at i on was reduced, new errorts are being cade to 

introduce "sc l!- !leI'vice" and t o force us t o a co~on crioinal 

regime, ( as in the cu.se or the Kremlin pri!loners) , and fina l l y 

at this cocent the visits or relatives have been prohibited 

in our building. Those or the:ii who came were perzaitted to see 

their !olk3 a t the headquarter s , in the presence or the ke epers, 

'l'hey travelled e. thousand vcrsts to the Solovki , s pe11ding the 

last penny in order t o sec •.10 but it is il:lpossib l e to talk 

in such cir.:Jumst a nces . After a lapse or 8 o r 9 oonths, during 

which we had neither visitors nor even roE!jul ar correspondenc e , 

this is the last drop or cruelty . We are waiting ! or the 

coJ:ll:lission in order to r n ioe before it the question ot our 

transfer a ltogether !ro1:1 the .Solovki. We ! eel that we could 

not survive another wint er like tlie past one •.• 

(Signature) 
1) 

August, Hl24 . 

1) The Russian tex t or this l ette r bore no date, but !roe the 
contents it " ou l d u,ppear tht:.t i t 1Jas wri t ten t hree i:-.onths 
ti;fter t he opening or no.vi30.tion, appro:dnately in August . 
It wo.s ~ublishod 1n t~e October 1924 , i ssue or "Znnriya 
Bo.rby" 1 the organ of the lc!t sooio.liat- revolutionists and 
rio.::rimalists . 





In 1923 over three thousand prisoners were brought 
to the Solovetz concentration camp . The socic.. lists u.nd e.n arch
i s ts, nurnberinB abou t 300 , were placed in the Savvatievo ane 
i.,uksolm cloisters , 12 verst s awa:,r !roI!l the no.in oonas teri;r. The 
bulk o! the prisoners, the co;rn::on cr1oinr.ls, the counter- Pevol· 
utionists und profiteers were l eft in the Kretr.lin. To~ether> 

'Kith the cr·iminals wer-e ulso iriprisoned re b-01 peasants, workers 
arreste d ! or strikes, and others. In the Krenlin und the 
adJact:>nt houses !l.lld host e lries_ which were prc:oierved a ftor the 
Ure, the ndministl'ution, the ke epers, the red 1u•r:.y detachme nt 
o.ncl the wur-ious 3overnl:ient depurtr::ents and bureaus were quart-
ered . In utter dal'kness, one a l!!!Ost on top o! the pther, 2500 
fll'isoners we.~e JtH!l!'led together. L1:1.r ge bunks 'llere instclled 
in the big church und nor-e th i:m a hunC.red convicto were 
wallowing there. Even in the worst czarist prisons there 
existed definite popa lation linits !or every cell; otherwise 
lit'e in prioon could not last long. Heo'e the uuthorities did 
not even think or any such st!l.ndards. 

The spirit ot' o l d aaiatic J,iuscovy rei~ned here from 
the ve-:oy beginning , rcotoreC., it is true, trori t he opposite 
end ot the po l e , o.t.id altogether di!terent su rroundin~s. But 
it is t he si:.ne epiri t. The crosses were !'emoveC. tl"om t he 
church steeples , th-0 •~ lls or the churches ~ere denuded, thti 
ikons were painted over , in p l ace or the saints · portruits 
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of Lenin, Trotzky a.nd Marx were dra•;;n, v.nd instoad of tcxt:J 

!roe the bible the oottoes ot the Russian Coru:iuni:it Party 

o,ppeared . In:itettd or vespers, the o l d be l ls now sounc. prison 

signals. The old Monastery, which serveU a::: an 11troci6ua pI'ioon 

in former duys , has now become ultogether an inferno . The 

prisone r s live ir. the aost intolcrt1.t l e conditions , anidst 

terrible ct•owdin(!, hunger, cold, 11nd are forced to do har d 

labor . Exposed in th& sunner to the cr-nstc.nt winds c.ne. the 

oosquitoes and in the "Kinter to icy stores an~ !rost, the: hL-1!-

n<.:.trod, rt;.~god , n:.isero.b l c prisoner~ , whose bodi es ure visib l e 

throunh the holes in their tEi.ttered clothei:;, are cor..pel l ed t o 

cut wood, to pull stt<r:ips , t o m:i.: e pich , t 0 50 !i:::~ine, u.nd to 

do the chores of the bath- house, the l c.undr J, t he cut>tlc-yard 1 

etc. 

The h.sk systen establishe"- b;i• the c.uthoritios 

inposes on each person an anoun t or l abor wt:ich not e~cn a 

healthy, we l l-clothed and well-nourished oan could manage to 

do in a d ay . It is clear thut t~e e:naciated, exhausted, hc.lf· 

starved men U.!"e unu.ble to c omple t e th€lir t asks . Thon t heir 

r c.tions a r c cu t down and they are pun i :Jhed i n other 1rrn.ys , 

trans!errcd to tho pcnul s quud ane. thore perr::i tted neither 

work nor open-air e xer cises , being kept on u half-ra tion, 

condenned to s l ow de11th from exhc.ustion. 

At tho end o! 1923 the church on the Sekirn Hill w&s 

converted into c. special pri!lon tor delinquents. Even here , 

in the Sol ovki , the Sek irn pt>ison 13 !On object o! tel'ror. 

Downtrodden , crushed lily !ecr, the prisoners sen t 

t o the Sc-k irn Hill would u s u a lly resist t he tro.nsfer deepor

atoly und gcner=..lly ~;ould be to.ken thc:'o bound h and imd !oot . 



In the Sekirn .}Ui l, we a. re infori:ed, o;.11 the convicts a.re kep t 

in the church which is .:.l nost ne ver hea.tod Once a duy they 

reccilve warr. food , twice - J10t ·.n.tcr, anO. one pound 0! bre ud . 

And nothing else . Life on S€ irn Hill bect::.r:.c so insuL:erub l e 

thut two or three monthr; <.o. ft8r its es t r.1.bli shncnt un epidcr.ic 

of suicides broke ou t e.mon 3 the prisoners, un d nne c.fter i;.nothcr 

men WCM brou ght to t he, hospitc. l 11iU, their u.bC.orr.(.ns ripped 

open with u knife . 

In the Krct:lin i t self the renni..nts of th e old prison 

presel've d since tines iml!let::oriul were t~ ls o b0ins put to fu ll 

us e . In the cellars or the thick, enorrr:ous wall surro1:ntl1n3 th e 

monaste ry the r e still exist the dungeons or th e duys of Ivt.n 

the Tc rl'ible . These dun geo ns , known here a s stone 0 b::.g:s", are 

nothing but deep pits in the \1 -.11. TI1e en t rance into t hcr:i is so 

s1:;.a. ll thc. t one Ctl.Il elfe ct it only sidc 'l'f isc. The •b:i.£i11 itself 

is narrow, short, low. The in1'.i:..tc of suc h u wbug" c o.n nov c with 

di!!iculty, so~etimes he cannot even otretch hir::i:;el! fully. 

Into t hese dungeons were put prisoners ;:;uilty of SOB.c violo.tion 

of prison dinc ip line. The term of confinc::.cnt thc!'c wus long , 

somet ir.wri two to three we e ks. Frc:1ucntly the pri:icner wuc forccU. 

to .!Jtl'ip u l nost n aked, rent:. ining , only in hiri undcrweu1•. The 

"bags" o.rc infe sted with s·.1c.I'?:!S of lice, roi:.chc:i , bu~s , etc . 

In Sc :J tecber, 1323 , :.. co=ission he!\deC: b:t tho 

tchckist Fcldnnn ea.me to inspect the ci:.i::p. I t is bcinc- t old 

here th::.t whi l e on his tou1• of CJ::ll:.ino.tion Feldr.:(".n u.lso 

e:xw::ined the •b::.gri" . Neither he nOl' e;ny other nc:-.bcr of the 

cor.n.isoion tn t crcd <l.ny of the "ba.gs• - BO strong ·.ms t he stench 

c1:10.no.tinc froc then . By wuy of c. t {ls t o. ru:; wo.s t hro..,n into 

one or thcr.~, a.nd wt.en pu lled out it wuo or! tJ re l y cove r ed with 
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vct•!!t i n . The torturc-cho.r.bcr.:; ll&t up b:; Ivi:,,. n t he Te rrible Justif

i ed their tr~dition. It i s tru e , Fc l d111rn , c. !ornor r evol utioni st, 

wc.s a c co1•dine to r eport upset but v ery litt l e . Ho\'f._ vc r, ho 

ordered the •bi::.gsft L.bolishod us punitivo instrur..;ri t s , but the 

r Nmr1•cctoro :..nd i c i tt..tors or the period o! Iv n tho i'o rribl c 

roo::~.in~d in t heir positiono - :-:..::.stcrs of the livc.s ~nd dcu:bhs 

or hundrc.d o! prisonc.rs . Instcr.~ o! bci:!g ce>n!'in, d '.. cor.p :..r '.1.t-

1vc l y ot:ort torn i n tll..: st one "b .. g.:i ", thu ..-riooncrs <H'C door:ed 

t o l.lUCh l onger tcri::s in the Sl.kil.'!l prillon . 

h:orc t h\n once t he politicL.l pri.:ionors hc:;.rd the c.ries 

and r.io<..ns o! beaten nen cor.:pe lleG. to L•.bor not onl:1 in the 

daytii::ti but ul oo ut night. Sur.:~or .:i.nd winto-r t:ll tho pl'isoncrs 

:>!'(. lined up tor control in t:~c Krcr-.lin y.ord . S:xh1untct! by long 

and hard t oi l , t he; hc.vc t o st1.:n d in l ine , sonctii:.co ll'lf .. iting 

!or oover:i. l hours t ho ::.rriv;::. l o! tho kocvor in ch11.,.5c or t he 

corw:a.nda.nt to coun t thm:: . Tt1is stt1ndin3 in line , wl.i l c exposed 

t o wind und r ::.in , w::.s frequen t l y t\r r:.:.n13cd sol e l y for the purpo::ic 

o! oockcry e.nd torturo . iio one 11ould d(u•o rG.ise bis voice in 

p1•oteat, <.G thi..t neruit the s tono "ba.1:; ", 1 bc~tina or exposur e; 

nudo tA:I t ho !';Osqui toes under the larae aiencl b~l l. 

To c:.p it .,ll, ca pit«.l puniahr:cn t is be ing pr o.c ticcd 

widoly. In 1923 o.nd 1924 the a.dt:iinii.ltr...tion h1.<~ c:iocutcd without 

trii;.l a nuober o t cor.victs t~r att.J:npts t o e sci;.pc u nd !or 

i ntorcou1•so with the pol it1cul pri!.1oncrs. Very !cw aucccssfu l 

c acapcs r ror: t he Sol ovki h .... vc taken pl·-cc- . Alt"".oot in eve ry 

c;::,oe the run-.wc.ys u rtJ c' U1?ht . In 192-t c.n o:•dc r w•. u i1mue:d 

punia~ing 11il!l death i.nJ ;;.ttci:-.pt to ooc pu . Every ouch execution 

i1:1 a.nnounccd bcforeb.t.nd to al l the cri1.1ini.l prisoners {; t th~ 

roll-call. Tho pert or executioner •;:ou l d ottun be p l uycd by the 
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h1 Zhc.>r of! icic.l s, out o! 3hcor louc for tho • art• , 'rho chiot 

o! the depc.rtr::1;nt , N03t c ·1, with hi'; O'.'ln hu.nds shct to d~uth 

a tree r a aidGnt of Solovk i wh o w;.;s hirin::; cut t o do Oi!!eront 

Jobs. Subocquo1' tlJ the c.ssiatu n t OO:!;n1,,nd1.nt or the first section, 

Sukis , :rn unusuc. lly dull Lett, di( a.11 t hc- executions himnel ! 

r:.nd boc.sted or hi s ft~·1ork" before- thc- prisone rs .:n1 tile 

Ther>c arc: i::.o:.ny wo::ien pri::oorn.r.; !n Solovetz , bott. 

politict..l a nd crinin~ l. '.i'hc:t fora t.:i vr:.ri t~atcd a. body :.ui tho.t 

ot tho z:::..l e prioon , co;~prioin[! profcsoionn l t~.icv(ts , crooks 

c.nd prostitutes (;. lon c;oido of v!ctilJ:c oi' t he t'£Volution i cpris-

one:d for politici..l ~crir:eo" or ev<! n r:-,c,;.· .. ly Non suspicion tt . 

The g roup conti..inc persons ;::ui lt:t of NboU"Pgcoi o orieinN t.n<..i. 

nut.cirous studtnts who tool; p O".r t in politlco. l protosta. All 

these wonem wc:rc. huddl ed to3eth<i"P in the; so- c elled • t o:::. l o 

bo.rr-!<.ck". They are co::iy letc ly in the powcz• of t he Solovetz 

udr:iinistr::i.tion . They ::i.re !creed to be cone the concubineu -

!il'St 1 of the hig..'ior officio.ls , thE. n or t he chie f ins!)ectora, 

c.nd erc.du:..lly l ower down to the pcttio.o t off ice r . B~r dogrcN: 

thoy nrc bor1.: ! t of a.11 hU.::i<!n scmbl c-,ncc, ::.re 1n!tctcd ~;ith 

vcnt'reLl dise ::.s c s,- :.nd the "fer.u l1;1 burr::.ck" is turncU int.o 

:;; v;;;rit~b le inferno. The t co.rs, hyst erics of t he worn- out 

victins o! the Sol ovetz systcri -:inc l o ·11ith the co:i.rsc 11...r.c u:i.gc 

a.nd vul gar 01.ths of 'l.t.c o l d-tine cril!lin..:l ;.; r.n.1 prostitute a ..• 

Even ~oae of the pr·ison kc€peir-s consi,;cr t:;uc.rd d:.i. t.y in the 

ba. r ruck :rn r:out tl").•ing . t.:~on3 the 110".~n there i s r.:uct1 inoan ity 

und :..1 1 :tor··.s of d:l.set~s;.. . Thone t h -. t u t ru3:.1C t.nd He'll. to 

dcf()nC.:. t hcii• c?rn!ltlty ~re hr.rnessucl with hurU l ubor; puniohoU 

"iiitl: the duno"'o;, ._rid r;o forth. Llcut ~1 1 ntcr, when i. wo:-:; r.n 
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con!ined in t he dun~o on beca.c:e hysterica l and not being able 

t o bear a.ny l onger t he torr:en t s , be ,;a!' to cry 1 \leep, break 

window·pc.nea , t he sol dier on guard ai aply s ?iot her . 

Characte r istic io the personne l o! t~c adcinistration 

o! Solove tz, as well ii.s or the other northern caops and 11ris· 

ono . With a rew exce1.1t ions 1 all the or! icials a re thec::oelves 

prisoners. The guards , the or!ice force, the majority e ven 

or the higher orricials are selected rrol:l the incateo. 'l'he 

outside posts are held by tt. special detachl!lent or the Ntd 

arr..iy. Sil:l.p l e peo.sant youth:J could not pructice that systec ot 

continuous huoa.n torture, such a!l has been estab lished in 

Solovctz and the other northern c11.eps . For this purpose a.re 

needed special men, deprive.:'! or all that is hUI:l.ar., nen without 

consciousness a.no without r.iercy . Such i.: body is recruited by 

the aG..'lliniotrc.tion !roe ar.:or.g the convicts. The l!:ce-por!J ant\ 

overseers are preferabl y selected trorn the tchekisto uent to 

Solovki to serve sentences . These criminals are r;iven 1-lJJecial 

privi l ozeo , they serve in the Solovki r.ioro ao orticials than 

convicts . Frequently their Jui l terc<B are reduced an<l speci e.! 

fc.vor n conferred upon t hem . In return !or t hio 1 t io t heir 

duty to wc.tch closely the other prisoneru. 

Surr:cer, 1924. l) 

1) The Ruasfon t ex t or t!:io letter wan I•eaeived by the l ctt 
socialists- r evol u tio~ints t:.:ld. published in Octobf'r , l'J2<:, 
in tile •zn"-t:Yt. Ecr by•, the orr;1.1r. or t t.e l ctt aociuliat• 
rovcl utio:iist s nn•.' c1i;xii::alists . 
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L l T T E '.~ T W E L V E . 

l ) 
Dear friend! 

I wanted to write you this letter 6 or 7 n onth!i 0.30 , 

as soon as the f irst news o f the Dc cei::bcr events 011 the Solovetz 

I slt.nds rea c ted ne. I d i <l uo t write because it is pa in"!u l to 

spe i.k o f t hat s ubject ur.C. bectiuse it is sormhow not custonury 

to occu py t h e u tte:: tio:: o r i:inc's col!lrades with ;>ris e n affa irG . 

But non t hs have pfl.ssoU ulreu.dy ,· extraordinary , 

unrorgct t 11.b l c NScl ovetz" n otiths , · and I fee l t hat I ir.ust vioutc 

the ol~ prison traditiono and write to you · cry out! • 1.bout 

Solovll:i, to you pe rsoni;. l l;t, intiantcly, a :J I 'llOUl d write to 

no •organ • or •organization" ..• I Dust l"!o this becau~e I f1Jcl 

al:!!ost ;;itt. a;; physical senses the ine vih.bility of a rcpetit· 

ion of"D€!ccr:ber El" , which is being intensive l y ~reµared by 

the •a.P.u.• 11n~ T.t1c:1 idll unuvoidab l~· occur upon the closing 

or nt;vigation 1! . . i f the Solovki continue to exist and our 

soziclist, \'!'Orkcrs' Europe does not r a i1:1a its poncr !ul voice 

in rc311.r<l t o the tato of its hos tn~es . 

The Sol ovki arc now in ~ tr ... ::ic ir.:pa::;sc. I will not 

t ell you or concrot::; and privtitc detc.i l a, since you have prob· 

ab l y c. lreu.dy rece i ve.: exhu.ulltive info1•i:..a.tion or th i. t k ind . 

1) This privai.c l etter· tro1:1 a wrll-known soc it.Ust leader no'll 
in Pl"i aon in R.ua1:1it1 w ... e addressed to V.Z.-,n ~inov, a aoc 11J;liat
• • vol u tior: i a t wri t e r a.nd editor livi ng in Berlin. 



.... 
ulltnd l lile cononto detella, ,.klo?ll :~~ u 5-"" 

or the loloweta J.roob l •. 
"''le• .. 

. .. 
or oc••• 90roc.l . mlattoa ,- .. .. t;•• or -. rrl~tr.al .trha• 
•pace nrroundlns t he ilu9sJs.a prJacna &ado t~a Solo.•U hl 11.h 

••~eclallJ , - and t b la J1Ht at a ~rioJ •ter:: t ti. ~.,• .. cert ••• 

P••••4 !rm • worda to de.da• 1 rra. t • pollttoal 4••t,.tlloa 

o r our P•rUaa to t tae Ph7&1oal &n11lt11l&UOl'I or th MHll•lhu. 

fhJa coc.,.Lata 11Ktbt1CH1 ot tbe "ll09ta ••or t he 

lecond Internat.1ooaI• la felt 'l'l t b equal llHMoao b)' bat! atdaa, 

and lt deteMlllnao t h ba•lo olla,..otar o r ttr.alr tao t loa: on Ula 

one aide • t he lt'ot1oa or u.a la• t ll M o r datuu, hrlc a b1 

tr as io ep190da•: on t be o t her aid• - U.a 01 11 ioal u d oru. 1 

t aot.1 011 o r tho tr lucpban t coo :zol"Ors n,.. or ua .. aelvoa. llt.bOl&t 

t 1oll:lng i n t o aooouo t t hh •catc r u t c ,. • , U. h d tfrloalt. to 

uodor a t and t h~ hop.le•• Sol o·nt a t.r.gla. 

It Ja cU! ticll lt to undarat.&.:l .! ho. •Deoeabar ia• oouU 

altogether b•ve occur-Nd; l:lo- t th cruel pb)'•iod blo- oo.14 

PQe•1ble t.o I gno re t.bi• elaugtter, ~•td•1a• ••en fl'Oll 'be 

toae«: o t an •iaqury•; ll.09 1 •iU tit• P•Ya8 brdl)' •~ 

lbeN oou.ld ll.•v• ._p.,ea~d sign• or • flu'tbe• a4E.1r l•t .. uwe 

OltHSh·e, of &.II •Uort to UL .... •• .-.1 Mnlt•••· •• ,.,... 
alto. nUoa ud "' •1Ut9d• of ll&J.tatu.e, ._lllaU_., 

...... .i -.aert.• · 
n.n• .. ••or~•l9 ........ ,u ..... 

..... Uftlr &o all of a Ma& .. ._.. -U .. .,...._.,,. 

-J!llPUft -·· - .. ---- ....... -- ............ -
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the t ro.iedy .• . 

The bolshevik s '.l.re l u.ughine . They o.r6 l •_ u:;hi lle,: c:mlo· 

ally , contidc llt l y , ::.nd cggr ess tvcly 1 in bi;: ;:nd ar.o.ll deoda . 

Ill t h in lies the tiurdcrOusno:rn o! tho Solovi'tz pr obl em . In t his 

i mpuden t and provoctotion l aughte r I aenso the i llevit(l.bilit y 

or a ne11 truged!I · 

Oeu.r !riend! I wc uld be ve r :.i sorrJ ! o r ci:;se l r o.n<l my 

CO!:lrades i! you Ullder stood 1:1:1 l et t a r sir.:pl !I' :>. u ~ ?iui:lll.ll cry , 

• s uve ! n Such oound ::: do not exint in ciy soul; lleither do t l1ey 

:rise in t he hea.r ts o r our rricndu . I ! it were onl y o. quaatkn 

o! hur.11,1.n l ives - t hi u l et ter o l' r.:inc woul c': not l·c wri t ten . 

You k11011 us 'He l l o.a I t hat the prisoners ·.7111 fi r mly , under 

a.11 circuns t anc es , drink thoir cup to the tnd . So::cihow they 

will get over t hei r pe r som:. l suf!cri ng; soocho·ir t he:t wi ll bonr 

the pi. in of t heir i ndivi dui.i. l l osses o.nd t llc:f will no t d r-op 

the bl'i.nner . 

But uha t nbout the politicu.l side or our consciouancsfl? 

How is it pOLJsib l e t o drive out or one ' ~ rnina thl" tu.et thu. t 

the Solovetz tragedy iD not u. tragedy of individual , privat e 

persona , thut it concerns :1.n integra l part of the coat po'llc r !ul 

Workers ' l llternationi.ol ill the 'lt'Orl d ? And 'lfhy does this Intcrn.i.t-

lonul li:ee ,:> silent ll'hen it da re not poli ticnl l :1 be silerit? 

It i s this political , not pcr:mnal , isolt;.tion tht. t 

evokes tho l aught or of our cncr:ies , poisonin~ :fith a bitter 

vonoi:: thoac who arc behilld the bo.ra. An<i. it is or th:: t that I 

nl:l driven to 'll'rito to you • • • 

Hmt r:-..uch lish t or ono cou l d bl;ar the sa.c-ritices r.i.11d 

how oi:.sy the rood of our dastill.>- 1 objective ly speaki ng, wou l d 

Bcf o i t durinc l\1ff1ct: lt ::o::::l"ntu we could kriow thc.t cver;y 
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huoiliation tt:-icl eve.ry fresh vietin would se.rve as a new wei:;ion 
in t he hands o ! the working c l ass ! . . . 

Dea.r friend! It i::i especial l y dif ficu l t !or ::e to 

write in t h is nanne.r to you . I shcu ld not like you or an :r of 
ou r f r iendo to find in my words a personu l re buke for "inact-
iv i t yw . That was not ny intention , and I wou l (', have no ri gh t 
t o it . 

Le t t h i s let ter o f mine, wr i t ten to y ou per:;onally , 
be a "spi.ritu a l c onnen t 11ry" t o t hose da t a which have been se~ t 

t o you f rom t he So l ovki. And no eore . 'ilit hcut it , you rJ i ;;h t 
not have re a lized t he new nisfortunes th a t are thr eat eni ng 

wl1 i ch I , kn owing but too c los e l y th e t echn i que of t h.: in t erna l 

r el a tions e x i ~3 ti ng t here , can sec . 

I n t hes e ve r y d ay s perhaps t he l as t fo rc e:! s t rugs l e 

for t he abolition or the Solovki as a place o f eJtile ha s 

alre a dy begun ther>e ... 1 ) 

Bu t I will en d he r e. 

Lat my deep fear f or the fate o f our cocu::!o n f r i end :; , 
let my bitterness over the non-eJti~tinr; ~intevnation a l !'Vlida r-

ity" t1.nd m.y dee p friendship !or a.n d ~eat confidence i n you 
pe1•scnally, dea r frien d , serve as Justification fo r thiu lette r. 

( Si;;nature) 

Septenber 8, 1 9 24. 

l) The wri ter• 3 p.remoni ti on came tr>ue • Three weeks later, October 3 , 1924, a hunger-utri .'kl' o f core than 200 political prisoners bl"oke out on the Solovetz Islands. The st r ike I aoted 14 days, bri nging many almost to the point or death. Even in the : histor•y of Russi!!, so rich with politica l pr ecedent. Of coursf not a •ol"d of the event was permitted to be published in Russia . Public opinion in Western Su rope an d America wa.s ha.rdly aware o! the heroic strugeh going o n near t he Arctic Citic l e. 
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SOLO V ETZ OOCUIJEU T S . .. ., ........... ...................................... ....... . 

I. 

oao;;a OF THE co:t.\:ANDANT OF S3CTION Tif0 . 1 ) 

2. Open-air e:rercises o!" any kind in the evening as well as 

at night , such 11.s it has been practiced heretofore , is t o be 

stopped !or poli tical PI'isoneI's , and ia per!:!itted by r.e !roe O 

o'c lock in the r.orning to 6 in t he e vening, a f ter which hour 

being out in the open ia pr ohibited.. with the e :rception or 

individuale pa.gsing !ro!!l one building to another because of 

personal reasons . This paragraph is to be punctiliousl y to.nd 

unalterably cu.-C'rieC'. out, and is to be 11nnounced !i.t the r oll-call 

to the coC1.Cittee of eldeI'::: of the political pri soners for co=.-

unica tion to the poli tic ti. l prisoners and for the regulation of 

th13 question with ther.i. In the event o! any conflicts arising 

!rom the non-e:recution and violation of this order by the 

political pri!'.loners 1 and or al l po!!sible consequence s o! the 

e:iecuti-:-n by the adlllin i ot rution o! tho present order, all the 

l'esponsi bilit:,r !'eats with the committee o! elders. 

Authority: The order o! the Central •G.P . tJ.N and of 

the Dep11.rtr:ient o! the J1orthern Concentration Carips Of the 

•G.P.u. •, of Dece1tbeP 1 3, 1923 , No.257. 

( signed ) Commandant of Section t wo 

HOS~UTHAL 

Dec ecbcr 19 1 1923. 

lJ Pnragraph 1 of thin o r der dealt w1th t he question or turning 
off th• • l eot l'ic l.ie:ht in t he camp a t mi dni ght. 
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II. 

ACT No.5. RBCO~O OF AUTOPSY OF TH!!: KILLED ANO WOUNOl!:O. 

On Decettber lJ, I, the director o ! the a cnitury section 

of the Department Of the Northern Concentration Ca!!!ps of the 

"G.P. U · • •.tas invitee. by the Chief ot the Department of the 

Northern Car.ipo to cot:ie to Section Two (So.vvatievo} for the 

purpose of eJCamining the killed and wounded political prisoners. 

The eJCc.oination was performed in the presence of the assistant-

physician of Section Two, Kriutchkov, and or A.Popov , u physic

ien fro!:! among the political prisonern, our findin3:-i being: 

Five ~ersons killed, as follows: 

1. The political prisoner George Trifonovitch Katcher -

ovsky , aged 27 , a resident of the to1Jn ot Kumenetz-Podolsk , a 

:::el'lber of the former gentry, had a wound in the right hand, 

four fingers bcin8 torn o!f , of which the indeJC - fi nger was 

completely :ievered and the recaining three dangling from the 

tendons . There was a bul l et-ho l e in the upper part of the 

pelvis-bonr on the right and a hole through which the bullet 

passed ou t in the region of the l oins a.bout three centimcters 

to the r ight of the s;>ine , wjth ragged edges five centi::ieters 

in circum!erence. Thel'e was a b l ind bu l let-hole in the midd l e 

of the l eft buttock . There was a bu l let - hole in the uppe r 

tt'.il'd section o! the thigh- bono of t he l eft l11!1b and a ho l e 

through which the bu l let pai:weC. out i n t he front pavt o! tho 

upper third section , seven centil'leters l arr;e eJCternally . The 

edee:i o! t he ~round wei•e rtlgged. Oe(l.th folloired half an hour 

llCter the wou nd i ng fror.i l oao of blood anU int e r na l herr.Jno r bage. 
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2 . 'Xhe political prisoner Oavr11 Andreievitch Bi lima
Paster n1:1.k, aged 27, a nat i ve or the city o! Wo.rsaw , a student , 
had a bullet-hol e in the rear under t he r ight shoulder-blade, 
three centimeters wi de. The bullet pe.:::sed out from the ! r ont, 
between the t hir°' and !ourth t>ibs on the right side, on the 
line of t he n ipple, ouking a hole of !our eentioeter s , the 
edges o! the wound bein2 rc.e;ccd . Death followed !orty ninutes 
a!ter the wounding, from hemrr.orho.Ge of the lungs . 

3. The politica l prioone r fJeyer Moisseyovitch Oorelik, 
aged 26, rroc the city of BcrCli unsk, the province o! 'Xc.urida, 
the :ion o! u !l<mer, had D. bul let- hole in the rea!' of t he 
right side o! the extorniil Qnd or the shoul der- blarle and a 
hole through whi ch the bull et pass('d out !ro!:! the f ront , under 
th€' colla r- bone , a t the level of the f i I'st and second ribs, 
bea r the shoulder, with ragged adges four centi!!leter s wide . 
Death fo l lo:.red t wo ninutes after the wounding ft>on the he!:'.r.orh-
11.ge or t1.n 6.I'tel'y below the skin . 

4 . Tho political prisoner Elis~bC'th Ivunovna Kotova , 
aged 25 , had a bullet- hole i n the right s ide ot the necl-. , in 
the reut·, 1.;.nd a hol e throue:h which t he bullet passed out , in 
t he left side o! the necl: , tour con t i net ers \lfide . '.rher o wao o.n 
open lfOUnd u nder the l e rt col h.r- bone and i n t he region or t he 
l e ft joint of t he shou l det>, the ohoul der- bone being i n jut>ed. 
Deat h !oll o11ed i nstantaneousl y from i njury t o the • s l eeping" 

a r tery. 

5. Tt.a political p r-i:ion or Natali11 ANo l dovn11. Buuet>, aged 1 

32 1 from the city of ?1oacow , t he daught er o! ll phys ician , ho.d 
a bullet- hole o n th£ l oft o:ri l lo.I"y line , bet ween t he n in t h and 
t ent h I'ibs, and a hol e t h r ou gh which the bulle t paaseC. out 
!roe t he fron t , bc..lo·.v thu bt>eut h i ng region, !'OU'!' c entlr::iete rs 
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wide, picc e c o: tho liver protruding froo the ~Tounc& . Det. th 

followe ll: ho.lf an hour aft e r t he noundin3 froi:. i n t e r ni:. l hclllllorh

age a.nd i n jur y t o the liver. 

Three perso n:; were ·,1oundeU. At the dressing or the 

wounds i t wes fou nd: 

1. Th e polit i c a l priooner George fl:r:mnui l ovitch Shik, 

aged :n, a citizen o t the to«rn of Eink, of the Kubi.n Territory, 

had a bullet- hole in the rear,in the lo'ller thir d section o f 

the ri ght rib and a hole through which thu bullet paoscd out 

in the frcint o r t he 3 ::_1nc? :Joction Of the rib. The l ottcr hol e 

wa.s ragged, ten centi1r.e tcrs wi d e . 

2 . The poli tical prisoner Vsevo l od Iv::.nov i tch Popov, 

llged 26, the son of a prieot , from the province of Voronezh, 

had a bulle t-hole in the l!liddlc t hird purt o f the right fore-

shoulder, three centiraeter~ in size, e.nd a hol e throueh which 

the bullet p a ssed out fror. the in t erna l side of the r orc

shoulder, in the rear , t·.Telve centimetern in oizc.,. In the 

front of the lowe r third part or the rotoeshoulder, on a line 

frol:'l t he thur:lb to t he elbow·, the boner; of the e l bow a nd o f 

the radius , ware br oken . 

3 . Tl:c political prisoner Leonid Ya.t.ovlevi t ch Lebedev, 

aged 24 , a peasant of the Hizhne-Dnioprovsky Coun t y, t hC' 

province of Yek:r;.terinoolo.v, had a blind bullet- wound in th~ 

right shoulder, in t he front, nearer to the exterior. It i s 

imposuibl e to !eel t he bullet · 

Whereof the p r esent act ill promulgated in three 

copies. 

Decel:'lber 20 , 1323. ( Signed ) Director ot t bc Sunito.ry 
3t::'cti on 

DI' . Pe l d!:l.an. 

Witneescs: Or. A.Po.:iov &n<I Asoiatant
f•h:tllici~n Kriutohkov. 



J. 

_!II Olnal1 SIROU ll>ROZOf, born ln pri-,~a\ t )"'l•U 1.n pr190A md ,...1 "rdtu.de wr.Ur Oaar. K•p\ undtr dHUI •91:1Wn11" W.1•\hu "11..b. U ooar..S.• lo' leftet Oo"l'llll•\ attar \rial o.r looial1•\-Jlooll.tU.o"18\• iA lfll. 0-1'\W lllldde b Mo•eo• prteoa by ••,,.rlnc ,,.bi• with pJ.•o• of &l•H hoetll:Mr 11,ttas. At\.er 11.1• '-•1.11. lori.e\ 0oftman\ -''-" U\e lh•\la •itn\<tno .. of Ill• --4•• 
~ ·~~·~-... ot•l""'-•r•Uo l..,dtr,UH ot VI*• b.~ l'lWMl: "'-· JU.• •hWr, l•W.U.1 lkll9r, killed a\ tM .. 111,,.\• Illllld• Oil h...t.er '' ltU, Ill• ho bro\hen et.111 1A aodo .. 11,, 
t, DAYID IDQ.AI, Imo-. u t.lle 'I.I.Uh Clkrl•\1 0 edUor o.r Marolal•\ pu.blh•U_., "re-w UI lttl. lfpWrf.~17 le•t. la \M JelQ•'fls\ prl-... 1• IOUI U.Of, lHd., of let\ •Hi•lll\ 119ftl\l\t-1•W, iA"-'M h1._. •f 
~=1~~ :!: :S...:,.n~:.:.1:~ .::!!·, par• ta ,...i .. mw• 
r~·.=.:a:=:~:;.,~:!.!:!:~::.r:-:i; ... ~~~.=::-;; •. •1• . ..;_ ... IMllUlllWA, anlal.U.on\ •1ao• ltol, la• .._nvJ.odo, o.n.M ' --..u .. IQUl Ju\llle, 

.:~ ~w.a~-.:d~~~=:r::·,:;,-:1~1::':.1:!:'~\. I•l ..... 
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III. 

Peshkova , Ku zne tzky 16, Mosco w. 1 ) 

Co1$\u1Jica te gu11rdedl y t o rela tives n 8..Cles o r U ve 

tilled: Gea.rge Ka tcho r o v::iky El i zabeth Kotova , Nat<.>lia Bauer, 

Meyer GoI'€11k , Ga vri l Bili raa-Pa sternak and or woun ded - none 

r:ortally: Vscvolod Popov, Georg e Shik, Leonid Lc·bedev, Ronaining 
are well. 

Decer.:iber 21, 1923 Committee ot Jnders: !VANI TZKY, KIJSHIN. 

IV. 

Peshkova , Ku znet zky 16 1 Uoscow. 

Wounded Vscvolod Popov expired t he f ourth . Communicate 
guardedly t o rela tives. 

January 13 , 19 23 . Elder IVANITZKY. 

v. 
Te lephonogrtun No.Gl/s. To the Coru:ie.n dant ot Section Two, 

Savvatievo, t or Dolivery to the Col!IJ:littee of Blders. 

In 11.ccordance with a comr.1un1cation t:rol'I lllo::icow, a 

C011111i snion has bean appointed by the Centr a l Executive Collll:",ittee 

ot the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, consistinc; o r 

repr esentatives ot the Presidium or the Cent Nll Control Comr.ittee 

or the Russian CoCilun i st Pa:r-ty nnd or the ColllJ:lissariat of 

l) This i s the text or the Urot news ot the event sent by 
tel egraph to tho • Rod Ct:"ooo tor Politio11.1s•. .!:me Peshkova 
( tol"!llerly f,Jrs.Maxi~ Cork; ) b1 in obarg• or thi e aemi~ recognizad OI'ga111zation, 11'ltich ia sometiaes referred to a.s the •Political 9 Pr-i sone:re ' Relief :Joc:!.oty•. Note tho word •guaPdedl y• in the 
tel egra.m, meanin; t ?! iot the n(l'l'S ohould be hatuUed contidenti•117 so as not to .:irovokc t he authorit1eo. 
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Justice, to inquire into the ovents or Decenber 19, 1923. The 

coomission has dech. ~d to invite tor ex aoinatioo. two reprcsent

at1ves Of the political Pl.'isoners !o!' the purposo o! the conphte 

clatiificatiou or the event. In connection with the depal.'ture 

tomoProw or a rowbo!l.t carrying mail, I cust be urgently infoI"!:led 

1! the coltl!lunity o! the political prinoncrs,iHteP taking into 

consideration. the n11turul difficulties or de::ipatching their 

representatives by rowboat , agree to do so , in ordeP to ent1.bl e 

!lie to dispose in time or th(: i:.ai l baggage ready tor sh iprr.ent. 

I expect a reply by six o ' c l ock . 

J anuary 17, 1924. 3.40 p .e . Acting Chief or the Oep11.rtne11t 

EICHMAN$ . 

Delivered. by Bazmachov. 

aeccived by I vunov , or Section Two 

Supp l y Departm ent. 

VI. 

Telephonogr8.l!I. To the Corunandant or Section Two,Col!'lrade Ba::ih1:1akov. 

You are invi ted t o in!or 111 the Cool:iittee of Eldern of 

Section ? we , in conw.ection with the pert1ission recei ved ! rol!'I 

ldoeco\f to r cc or for the Chief or the Dep!l.rtment to proceed to 

ltlosc011" tor a r eport , that the boat will definitely leave •a.rl ~, 

tonorro¥ it no ponitivu annwer is reoci ved fro::i the Co=ittee 

ot .tlders tiy 2 a.ir. . of Jc.nuary 18 or it their answer should be 

negative. In t he event of tho repreaentativcu or the political 

Pr isone rs consenting to ;:;o to Eoscow, in ac cordance with the 

Order of the CoL1:oi si::ion or the Centrll.l l':xeeu tive Co=ittec of 

the Onion, tbe boat can be det .. incd t wc:i. ty- four hou•s and will 

be put exclu!livuly 11t t?ic d.1s ,101:1t,l of tho r epre.-scntntivc s 
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o! the po l i t i cal Pl:'isoners , nince it cannot acc o1:1odate core 
than two passe nge r s. 

January, 17, 9.00 p . m. 
Acting Chief or t he Depart1:1ent, 

EICHliANS . 

VII. 

Telegrar.i . To t he Presidiu1:1 of the Centrc. 1 E:u1cu t i ve 

Co=it tee or the Union LI o s c o w. 

Agre e sendi ng (repreflenta tives ) to Moscow on condition 

r epresentat i ve s o! Prisoners' Relief and o! Socialiat Internat

i on a l be adr.1 1tted to p articipa te in inqui r y . Reasons sta tecl in 

oailed declarat i on. 

For the Soc i alist prinoners, 

A. IVA!IITZKY 

V .BOGDANOV 

M . SAUOKHVALOV 

VIII . 

Rep l ;r ot t h e An archis t Cor.ununity to 

t he Centra l !xecuti ve Colnl':l1ttee o! t he Union o! Socia l ist 

Spvi et Repub lics . 

Rep l y ing to your proposal , del i ve r ed t o u s on Janu ary 

17 , 1924 1 that we send t wo rep resen t~t ives o! the poli t i ca l 

PI"i sonera to Moscow !or a hearing , 1re de c l ar e tha t t he at ti tude 

ot the Anarc ti i e t Coi:-.munity t o t he I nquiry ha• a l r eady been 

st a t ed i n our c ommunicati o n to t he Comm i s sion o ! I n quiry o! 

t he Departmen t or t he Nortlle rn Co noentl'a tion Clll!:ps , o r Oece=ber v 

2C 1 1'32~. Sinc e the n our a tti tude bas una~ rgone no changes , 
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and rem!l.ins the s ar::e to'll'(l <•ds the seco nd act or the cocedy or 

investigation n ow stazed by the Cor::.i::. i s sion o f the Centra l 

B1ecut1 ve CoI:'lrlittee or the Union. On the contrary , the short 

interval dividing us rroi:i the date of the aforemen tioned 

co=unication has been replete with acts of provocution , with 

the aggressive expaneion of the NOj!;tev re~il'le , and with such 

acts of po·irer·intoxication a<: threats to discontinue ofricial 

relation e between t he administPation or the northern ctmps and 

ou1• co::icunity, and can onl y serve to conrirm more than ever 

the correctn~s or our view of the past event and of its overt 

end covert causeo . 

:!;nclosu re: Copy or declaration or Decccber 20 1 1 923 , 

to the Co?:ll!lisnion of I nquiry i nt :-. the Events or De cember 19 . 

Appo inted by the Department o! the Northern Concentration 
l ) 

Ce.nps. 

IX . 

Tp the Acting Chie! o! the Oep11rtnent o! the Nort hern 

Concentration Cai::ps , l:lr . Ei choans. 

In rep l y to your verbal proposal t hat we uame two soldiers 

o! the Red Army detachnont to be sent to Moscow as witnesses 

iD connection with the case o! the shooting o f Oecellber 19, we 

declare t hat we do not know the identities or any or the 

aol die:rs and are therero:re unable to indicate a ny of t hen a.s 

Yi t nesse!l. 

For the Socia l ist Cot:ll!lun i ty, 

January 18 , 1924. 

l} See Lc:tter thI"Oc. 

S . Z:;ITLIN 

A. I VA!ll'!'ZKY 

S. POPOV 
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1) 
I N E X I L E. 

The occasions when cost or the noc i a l - denocrati c 

,xues o f the t.J inusins ki di strict, i nc l udi ng Vl adimi r Ilyitch 

IJlianov, would gathe r e.t a f i xe d pl.a ce were g r eat holidays for 

US· Usual!!' t hese gatherings would be held e i ther c.t ~inusinsk .. • 

or in the village of Shu s h inskoe , t he pl ace of exi l e of V .I. 

uuanov, 11ilcre h i s b:ri de, H. K. Kr upskayo , who l ater becaoe h is 

d!e, was vis iting him • . 

I s aw Vl ad i mi r Ilyitch !'o r the !irst time a t t he end 

ot 1898 , i n 111nusins k , where we met t o s pend gail y a f ew d ays 

in a 1ntilr.ate c or.1radely circle and t!b welcoce the New Year ..•. 

I s hall not enter into details as to how we spent tl'.e 

tic.e in ~inusinsk , but I do want to call the attent i on o f the 

reader to the character or V.I. Ulianov whom I wc.s a b le to 

appraise suffici ently even then · during the fe"N days o f living 

with hie under the s ame root. All r.1y conceptions o! h im as a 

' genePal", as a supercilioua, a rrogant and harsh person, v a nished 

a!te1' the first l!loments ot our acquaintance • .. 

It seet<Js to me that in addition to the ideological 

!COtive3 or his e.gg:r-essive, revolut iono.ry activity . Vladimir 

Ilyitcll was by natu:rt' a tireless sportsman ... In his younger days. 

•hen he wns in e:z:il e, he would engage with extraordinal"y zeal 

111111 Passion in all kinds of sports. 

l) ?his account of hO'lV Lenin (Vludimir Ilyitch Ulianov) lived 
in his Siberian exile under the Ror:u1.nov rec:1me i,z taken from 
P.N.Lepeahinslcy's book •Na Povorot e•, published in Petrogra.d 
in 1922 by the "Commill:Jion on the History o! the November 
Revolution and the Russian Cot munist Party•.Lepeahinaky 
1a a veteran bolshevik. We believe that this narrative forms 
' atr1Ung and selt-expb.natory contrast to tl".e letters ot 
the politica l prisoners o! the Solovetz lslandSI . 
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Th e who le c omp an y wou l d, !or insta nce, go out skati ng 

upon the s moo th ice and t ake a swi ng about the f r oze n river . 

The ex c ited and ri o tous I l y itch wou l d be the1•e fir st, call i n g 

challenging ly: " Hey , t here ! Who wil~ rac e me ? " And s e ve ral 

pairs o f l eg s would fly o ft a n d away into space . Ilyitch wou l d 

leed them a ll, ex e r t i n g his wi l l- power, the strength or his 

muscles, t o t he li1::1it. 

Or , fo r t n s t a nce, our ar.ia t eur huntens would g a ther t o 

have sor,e f J n wit h ohotgun s. The best hunters among us were 

Kurnat o vs ky a nd St ar kov. As regards Ilyitch, he was a master in 

the a r t or t a k ing foul a ir.i. But how c ould he possibly remain 

behin d and f inis h a mong the last ? No, indeed! An d if Starkov 

covered twe nty verst s, Ily itch woul d actually run across 

hillocks and s wa!..'1,?S forty versts, driven by the hope o! sniping 

soce st~pid b ir d which would permit him to approach closely 

enough t o enable this unluc ky hunter to strike the victim ... 

The few days o ! our ?Jinusinsk gatherings would fly 

by . A game of chess , gay chatter, discussions, promenading, 

then again chess, a nd fo r diversion sometimes chorus singing. 

It must, however, be emphasized that sin13ing lfaS not the least 

o! our progral!I . I have a lready s poken o! Starkov's ability at 

organizing a chorus. But Vladimir Ilyitch introduced into our 

vocal an:usemont:-; a certain zeal and fresh v itality. lfhen it 

cane to our ordinary r epertoire, he wou ld shout in rage: ~To the 

devil with 'Oh, my poor lot!' {a melancholy song favoured by 

Starkov) . Let'::; have , 'Boldly 1 comrades, in line l'" · .. 

I remember, in the course of one of my visits to 

Shushinskoye, finding Ji .K. Krupnka4a very busy. She was busy 

•ith cotton, eold- l caf, cardboard , walnuts and all the 
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parapherna lia making up the decoration or the traditiona l Chriutma.s

tree· It was he r mother that p l anned the tree. 

• Nadejda !(ont11tantinovna , 'Nhat do :i-ou wa.n t with all 

this rubtiish? " I asked . 

"I t is tor the village children" , she answered sil!lpiy 

and put me to work a t once drawing and cutting little anicials 

out or cardbo avd. She was aG happy a.s a child il!lagi ning the 

Joyous l ight in t he blue eyes or her little guests when the 

:w.agic sight or beauti!ul illuminated t:t>ee W'culd be :t>eveal ed 

before thelll . 

The l ast winter or our three-yea~ ter::i or eJ:ile passeo! 

swi!tly. Alter two months o! severe Siberian cold, with the 

h::ipera ture between 40 and 50 degree::i Reaul!lur, I once, in the 

:Diddl e or Februo.ry1 cel!:e out in the morning to discover t o oy 

satisfaction that a thaw had set in . The las t day o! our exil e , 

at the en d o! Feb rua ry , was approaching .. All around us were 

Joyous, ha ppy, agitated !aces. Ever;rbody wan full or live l ;r 

activity preparating !or the l ong trip. 

'/ladicir Ilyitch seemed to be thE: busie!lt er all , 

hustling everybody . The p l easr:.nt d.-eans or the !utu:re, the 

?rospect0 o f further revolutiona ry act ivit:t , of a return to 

the civilized world , a l l of thi:J raisod our nood to the pitch 

or ecstasy . Th.,re wa!l jok:ins: , laughter, and bold songs of victory 

•ithout end . 
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TH!:: PRISON 1:1ITHOUT BARS, (See page 93 ) 

D1a1ram of tho •G. P.U. " Pri&on on t he Gorohov~:ya 
Stroet i n Pet1·otrRd, Drall'!l by She.be.Un. All the Cell• Face 
Innor Corridors . Nono of tho Cella Have Windoes. The Pri 
Are listed AccoJ'din& to the N~r of the Celli 

14. L, Shatzky , Socialist-Revolutionist 
15. D,Saper, Socialht-Revolutionist 
22 . J.li l o•, Soci a.list Fevolutioni at 
24, t! , Dzen, Sieter of the Soci11..Uat.-Rewlutionilt 
28, Zarn! taky, SochliSt-ReTOlutiontet 
29. M, A,Shabalin(f,ft'ioholaiey) Lett. Socidl•t Rtl'O 
31 , DobroliuboT , J.narchht, 
32. StilmllU'IOT, Socb.Uet- ReTOlutioni•t . 
35. Kol obuehldn , Anar chist, 
39, L.Bogdanov, Left Soch.lht-ReTolutionUt. 
41. !.!', Bereann, Lett. Soah.U•t- lleTOlutionUt. 
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'.i' H E P n I S 0 N \1 I T ll 0 U T B A R S. 

One Yb.n t s t o believe that this l etteP will reach you. 

But to believe 13 one thine, and to over come al l the infernal 

1urriculties,- the bayonets, the isolation or my cell, the Dharp 

eye or the prison cerberus 1 the se11.rchen , and the many other 

e:xtraord!nary police measures,- is an other thing: . 

Do no t forget that I am writing this from a torture

chiu::iber , in coaparison with which thto Runsh.n bastilles

Schl uesselburg and PetPopavlo:Jli:, in the dungeons o! which I 

languished in the old days as a watat ecriminaP, pale in their 

reg ime and in their special measures. 

I •ill take the liber ty of descrit:i ng brie!ly the 

arrangenent and roc;ime ot the "prison without bar!l• , and to 

cite so1:1e !acts which , it seems to me , crp t oheaven. 

There 1u'c two builC:ing3 !or 3ener a l pri sone r s 11.n C:. 

two !or solitary conf inement . The l att er deserve!> t el l ing about. 

In a room covering 985 sqU!l.!"e feet, in the f irst bui l ding, 

29 cel l3 huve been built . Ea~h cell i s 5 unG a h nl ! feet long 

and 3 and a quu·rtcr !eet wide . ifor e than hal f o:r the cell is 

occupied by a bunk and n little tabl e . This is r;_ll the furnit

ure, except 11. t:u l l little e l ec tric bul b , o:r about tive candl e

power, rii;ht under the tleiling. l!othi ng e l se . •~o windo'Jlfs. No 

i:iatresseJ , no quil ts , no pill ows, the pri soners slec;> on b a re 

bunks i n thecold r oome . The door s ot the c e lls 11.rc l ocket: day 

11.nd night . Hcr<l e ve!'y thin13 i s forb i dden : open- air exercise , 

conve r sation, reat.i ng , e t c . I t is PCl'mit tcd onl y to t r eat hf> 

the poi sonous 11.ir, to eat dur i n<; the day t wo lit t le bo,,.- l i; o! 

soup , propo.r ed !ro!'l Ui'lod herring, and i. pount: o! br ead, t o 

Grint t hico cupa or hot water •hith a t e:i.spoontu l o r c;:ri:.nulu.tcd 
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sug::i.r . And -ch a t is all. Incident a lly, the !ir!lt building is 

considorl)d the better. I spent only tour days there. 

In the second bui l ding there are the •coolers• u.nd the 

so-celled cork-cells. The form.er are !:limple. There are windows 

in them but without gla!ls. The •coolers• where people spend 

week!l in terrible contortion3, partly due to the undcrnourish • 

imnt, u.re l)rovided in order to ~starve out• the prisoners'"hereoy• . 

The cork-cells are the acne ot prison craft . The wi<lls, 

floor , ceiling and door are in l aid ":Yith cork. There are no 

lfindows, no bed. The "!Urniture" io like or the first building. 

There u.re only 2 "cork·C(lls". (I 'Ras confined in one of them. 

The cork-collo are Pei;arded as the most •terrible" and isolated 

of all.) I nm mor<:· .rnd more convinced thJ.t it is enough to spend 

3 or 4 t~onths in a cork-cell in order to become ll. phJ:Jica l wreck. 

The o.bsence of natural l icht, (in mines horse1:1 co b l ind!) Of 

fresh tlir, •11alks, a bed , i::.n G. the mea3er nOU!'iohment, t he tt.bsencc 

of 11 cho.ngc of underwear, the col d 11.nd the dampness ! One must 

adG. the bi...r. on bookP., the T1e11lth of hue;:e spiders, buC"s , 111ice 

and other "cPe:i.turcs• . Th< confin&mcnt becones d i fficu l t to bear 

Ono of the ·"i::.lls ot "riy• cork - cell is saturated with 

stinkine fluill, a toilet 12 direct ly abovt' it. 

Outside the cork-doot> is a {!\lard , who • a lk'l his beat 

day and night. stt.n::pine the floor with his boots. 

This noise, as :'fell as the hoinc maG.e up- s t i:.iru in the 

kitchen of the •cor.imissars•, huve their effec t. 

Once u,.;on a tiF..e the torib-Ukc s tillness of t he 

Trubetzkoyto11er had a C.caclly o!Coct on l:ly n orvoua a1at e111 a.nli 

c o.used s l ec·vneef; niilhta with 4rea4!\ll hullucino.tiona, Nol:l', it i s 

the oth&r wu.y ••• 

In the next cork • cc ll thei;oc waa tor acvel"lll da7• o. man 
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whose identity I did not kno11', who shrieked ii.ll the time in an 

unhuman voice , stc.cping his feet and beati ng hi s head a3 ainst 

tho -..all for hours ut a stretch. I di C:. not know 'i¥hO ho was u.nd 

why he 'llU3 j a iled, whether he "Rllf.I inaunc or wa s only si::iul o.ti ng, 

but I did kno...- that i t waa u !rnmab beins: beatina his head 

againot a wall and in spito or myself I would think that any 

mor.ient the, 1rnll might be covered with humnn bra ins .. • 

E. Li tvinovn, c. member of tho left sociclist revolution• 

tat pnrty, wus put into "cooler" No .10 , to •::turve outw her 

purty lo.ytdty . This wus in liarch , when tho cold in Pctrogrud 

w;.1.s Hl degre es belo~1 zero. Slie wore a aha.bb;.r o.utuon cout. She 

\fas doubl ed up in convulsions fro;r, the cold , un,'I. contPa.ct (ld u 

dull cough whi ch l'e:Joundcd throughout tho buil<lins:. She spent 

:i. ·1reck in thl' •coole:r" . ThC> tchck ists observoC thut tho hOt'l!l!Jy 

W!.S not driven out or hc:I', while hor houlth 'll'a!l srowing conritantl 

woro.:> . Tho:1 tranof €'rred he r to a.nothcr coll . 

But there :i.rc also other mo~nf.l or "influence• being 

C>!:!ployed heN. At first they put a young mnn into cork- cell 

Ho. l, u wol'ter or the i>utilov p l ·n t b, tho nu::io o r tiisho. . l!c 

r clil.tod thr..t tho invcstigutor conauctacl the inquiry 1yith 

a bl ock of wood. 

In cell t!o. 21 the<·C> 01!.s i.n ins:.ne 1<.rscn , .:. CC>r t;;..i n 

flryjuiovsky , un or.:::inu r y criminal. The p1•o:::ecut in3 1.;.utt:oriDica , 

in order to t'inC:. out ·ehcthor he was 111 or on ly sio.u lc.ting , took 

hir.i on Fobru :i.ry 28 for oi:c.Minu.tion, •·.nd 1.plliod the l o.teat 

•scientific e::i:pct'i:;ents" to hir.i by c ;..utor 1zi11g hio bOdy. After 

this •scientific 01c.ni n1.ttion • the •o::i:porta~ or tho Gorohovuyu 

.8Uvt. it i.3 their dL~norJi s thvt Bryjunovoky '#11.11 not 'deceiving" 

t!i&m. The sick nr-«n w1..s sent t o ~ hoap4. t u.l . But t :to days l u t e r ho 
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;vQS a::;ain cullod be f ore i n ves ti g~ tor •H htt ilov 1 one ot t he chief 

•scientists" . 

Scenee of ll d iffei>en t kind ure be ing staged here for 

politica.l nsunit a t i on". Thus, there wa s o.rreste •~ on Ap ril l the 

s ailor Ya kov enko, the associ a te cli a ironn o! the Kronstudt Rovol· 

utionar:t Cornn:ittee du1•in t; t he upri s ine of 1921, who c:ar:ie from 

Finnlu nd to Petl"OV' ail to organize the rovolutionary activities . 

Together wi t h Ya kovenko , another rebel, Petrov, was ~rrested; the 

latter, afPaid o ! tl1e "to1•ture·chamber", betra;;ed all a n d entered 

the set'vice of the "Toheka". 

The investigatorf.l "botheredft with Yakovenko fifteen 

hours d.: ily , they strove to extort a "confession" from him and 

a wr itten q Jp c ,<:;, l by him to the rebels to return to Lcnin ' s 

kingdori. The £i.Uthoritief.: pmmised in uihrancc to pa r don the 

rebels fo r all their secret a!'l'l open 11ins. The •umnestt" of l:J2l 

was a g a it dragged out !roe the archive, and in the narr.e of 

colllI:!unist honour they S\iore thvt they ·"ou l d car"~' it out punctil· 1 
iously. 

Yakover.ko was r.ot cau,:ht on t hi s hook. Indeed , it woi.;.ld 

have been crir~inal on his par t to becoae a bo l;;hevist advocata. 

The "Tcheka" would ncte out its pun i shment r ngardless of any 

guarantees and solemn pron:ises ... 

',1hcn Yukovenko cateborioully reiuseG. to send i::uch a ~ 
o.ensac:f;, the "e-x,,crts" of tlie Gorohov11.ya advance~ !> more convinc· I 

1ng arl':ument. Behind a curtt:in 1rus mobilized the •public opin1on•f 

or Kronstuat. :::1cve·ral wome n (cert .. in l~· wives of com:iunlots ) 

bec;un to •persuade~ Xakoven!:o thr t before u;1d tf ter the l"cvol t 

they were satlsflod with e::i:lst1n~ com1it1on3, ond the1 demanded 

or him, ns t he leade r, thu.t he return theil" •so ne • to t hem . 

ht:.ovenko 'llO<i L i not bu<lcre. Tben the Yon.en bec;an t o s l-' it in tbo 4 
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!ace of the :'_mprisoned revolutionist. 

When this diugu.::tin3 comedy ended, the tch,;;kiste so.id 

to him : 'You uoe now , that the mass of tho people , tho lower 

classeo, were agr..inst the revolt.~ 

The bolsheviks hu.ve forgotten the revolutiona!'y ma~nan

imi t y with which the rebels t roatc.:1 the arrested com.T.issars. 

In l'ecognition of this ma13nunimity , they hand-cuffed 

Yakovenko upon his arrest . In udC.ition to Yakovenko, th•H'e are 

t·.!o more mcnbors of the Revolutionary Com:iittee in prison,l[upolov 

at the Gorohovaya and Are hipov t.t the Spociul Section of the 

Cheka on Ituliani>ky Stre;;.L 

A certain Dunilov occupied the cork- cell before me. 

Why he was arrested I do not know. But he los!t traces of his 

pain!ul suffering en the wall. To3ether with him his fur:;ily war; 

aPrestecl - the wife nn:! son. The lutter was ••. l year und 2 month: 

old . Tho unfortunut(: !utllor i!1scr1bed on the w:..11 this hea.rt-

randine cry: "tly boy Koly!l. , t:.ged l yet..r tt.n<l 2 ~1onths, is under 

arrest . J!c is ou!!erinz - whut !or?" 

But ~the bo;.r Kolyc" "/fus not c. ,.ionoer. A lurgo nul!lbcr 

of such "conspirt:.tors" hu.vc boen impricioneC:: before hir:, <;Uilty 

of b<:.ing the children or !t..thers ;1J10 :vcre in <!is:L.vour ut the 

Krot.lin .. 

And oo , mu detH' on€'s, on !1'.u•ch 7 1 u!tcr <..lnos t lit-lf a 

YCul' of ft•e,.,dorr;, I wuo ug~in im;irisoncd . Yo;i know tht,t thG six 

l!lonth::; or frcoclom ::11..re bou~ht t.;t u hi Jh price - through un CllCO.P 

froo the Control Pcnul Prison of Orcl where I lunde<l .. rt('r t~e 

f ;.;mou s beuting o! the r;ocialists un(: r.ntJ.rchists in t he But:1rl:.:i, 

in t he ni3ht or 4pril 26 . 

I 1-.:n;::,w th,,t the "Tchel:u" would cruollJ i;..veneo the alup 
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which I i nf licted by oscapin3 fror.. tho oodel prison or DJerJinsky 

'll'h i ch has preserveG. ll ll the worst features of the Czal''s reglce 

and added all the •beot • of the comr.iunist. On gua.~d there like 

a faithful dQ8'.• stands the scoundPel Sant, the rormer assistant 

warden Of t he Iaroslnvl Penal Prison, rbbbing the pri sonerf:l. The 

whole !lock of Jailers !or•merly served the Czti.r. Several days 

before my escape one of our cor:irudes declared to the assistant 

warden Sokolov, formerly a czarist jailor an<! now a co::.ounist: 

"When will you stop tormentinz us. There is m1l1 one thing l eft 

to do - either to sr.tl!:lh one's head against t?le wall or to 

escape fro:n here oven G.t a risk." 

The anslfer of the little !.n1trup '"as classlc&l . It could 

serve as an ornancnt for thEJ history of the Russian Cor.iounist 

Party: "You a.re not forbidden to snash your heaG here~ , said 

Sokolov, "but as to esca1Jing ... one is either h.ken to the 

c.or~ue !ro:n here op set free by order." 

11hcn arre:ited at the secret quarters on the Zvenin;oroi:ls- ~ 
kayu. 2:1 , where pu.,·t ot the p!'inting tJPe and su.tiples or the 

passport t:urecu were ke..-t,(tl1e1•e were 3GO snl!lples of one of the 

provincial cities) . I 1:1ade 1:10' ne:z:t attec;pt-to escepc.Seizin: my 

cap, I jul!lpod cu t of the house juot as I 1rns , without en overcoat 

A hunt was st[lrted tor me Dt once, I !ell in the y a rd anJ was 

caught, but tot•<: l!lysel! away antl continue<! to run. ThiJ tirr:e, 

however, fortune did not fuvour me . l':i hea..·t fG. iled. I fell on 

the street . The tcl1okisti!_PoUnceC:. upon ce like vultures. They 

emph11.ehed their victor:; b:; u. blo" with the butt ot a piotol 

my ho.cl::. The:; picked me up. Two cold muzzles we;.•e put age.inst 

r.~· tel'!ples . I wa:J l ed tri t!1(; auto11obilo ..• 

•Apo the,•e un~' hc11 ~- cufI!l in t lie auto:nobile?• one 

~ in..,ui!- ''1 ot the othei•. "No", wos the l:l.TlSWer. 
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I was anked so:::-.c quout ions, threatened, but I heard 

nothine;. I wao pained to the ~epth ot r:.y sou l and, spee.t:int; 

frankly, WliS sorry ut the i:io::iont that they d i d not uhoot ce . I 

•as paineC: because I, 11.n old r evol utionist, hed to becotle 

unwitt1n~ly t he betr ayer of our best or&ani~ations, as I had 

then in my pocl':ets a l ot o! secret addresse3, !:lost. of which were 

not ir: code . It. wa!l painful .•. The eoi::ro.dcs micht forzivc oe 

it I were dead .. 

Especidly Since I was staking evcr1thin~ , I thought 

that either I woul.:I be kille4 ut the 11.tte:::pt to eiJca pe OI' that I 

wou l d agai n, as a l oyal so li.l1er of the r evolutio n and the party, 

be at in,y revolutio rmr:,o post, continuin::;: the wo rt. under the 

unbea1•abl :,o difficult conditions . So::iethinc else happene.::. •. 

,,-as t nll:en pri3oner c livc ... In the auto~obi le I hnJ a •br eathin.;;;-

spelP 11.s the tcheki~ were also fati.:;ued . I utilize!! this to 

destroy the addresses. Stuffing cy mouth with peiJ-'e r, I chewed 

herd . 

The tchf!kists noticed it. One o! the::i said t c t he other: 

'He must have taken poisontt. 

"Well , he can go to t he devil", 10,.; the e..n3'tler. 

I swi:.llowed part of t he paper nne. the other ;iart I 

expectorat e .: . Onl,y ther. they und.erstoocl that I dHl. not take 

PCJ.El)n, but was alj.tint; document~ . They thr ew thet:1selvcs upon me , 

!orcifl._; open m:i nouth , but it wi.;s alrcad:,> too l ate. 

I bre1.. t~ec< freely. 

But finally the !allows restea, the e..utocobile flte..rted . 

Then they bc-3nn to •wo;•k" . 'ilith cne blo11 the c ap 71tl.!J otruck !rom 

•J huad. I flllS be:. ten wit.! the butt of o. revo lver over the l1an ls 

IUI<! limbs , ::'!~' firgerz still hurt me , an ... in the !irst '1.llys it was 

(llUicult to :io::.d a s.,0011 . But th11t was not enough !or the sndi3ts 
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! hey subJectea me to rel'l.l torture .. It is dread!ul to recall. 

They t o r tuN"d my eyes ... 1;.nd sexual orsa.nn ... I l ost consci

ousne s s .·. When I relt the fir-at blow, I !irmly resolved not 

to emit ll single Dound , a s i ngle groan . Anll. biting my l ips h11;rd, 

I kept 3ilent. M:,i grave- like silence waD taken as a sicn or 

• weak pressure ft . 'f·he l atti!r was i ncreased .. Agidn I l ost consci

ous ness. When I ca.:ce t o rnysclr , blood was streaming !rom my nose 

and left cheek . 

• 'fh:,i did you make hil!l b l eed?" one tcheltist asked the 

othe r, ·~o as I have. done , it cuuses p11in but theM is no blood . " 

Fi nal l:1 I wa!:l d rd.Ji:;ed ir:to the cor.u:rn.ndant ' :; orfico, on 

the Gorohovu:1a 2 . I coul d nc1 ther sto.nr: no!' s1 t . The.~c was a. 

1'011' ot c hai rs near the wall. I l ay down . Bl ood was ntreaming 

rrom my t h roa t. But the twsistant coa·.tmdant on duty kicked me 

oft with hi s too t, C.eclarin.;; that it Wt1S not pe!"rnitte<l t o lie 

there . In the teepern' roo::n. , cluri n:::: the personal iJettrch, I aeatn 

l ost c ons ciousness for :J. st.ort 'lihile . 

I wr;;s t aken before the investi~ator, but re!used to 

a.ns wer , except t hat I \f(l.S eL member or the party or the left 

soci a liat-revolutionists . Focrr1 the inveliti[;ator I wua t11..ke n to 

t he co r:.:- cel l. 

Three days l ater the chief of the prosecuting depar tment ( 

Piukenen, c e.l le..'.l ne out . There we!"c pr esent a ;thole squad or , 

s ;;iies 1mcl u3en ts-,,rovoca.t.11rs to !'cco3niio me but see:ir.~ the 

:ntH'ks 01. t ortuN; on my face , he gave Up the e:xamination. He 

8rantccl ne u K i'.t.vor" anJ trt.nsfer red r.c fr~ t he cork~ c e ll t o 

t11~ rirst build!ng. Four d1;.:,rs l atei> I was 11.{!nin cc.lled before 

th5 prosecut or , but I catc;::orico.lly dcclareU. that I d i r! not want 

to tnlk with thu rcp1•e'3cr:tativcs of t be N!BUrr ect ed I n .1uiai tion . 

•You will learn to talk unci. acqui r e t he deoi r £ tor it 
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in the cork-cell", the investigator answere . , and 1 was placed 

ln the cork-cell, where I still am to-day. I ll.ti physically 

worn-out and feel that if I shoulO spend another 3 OI' 4 months 

in the cork-cell, wit hout light, I will go altogether blind. 

Ny dear ones. Soon 1 t wi 11 be the Fi rot of I.lay. Our 

great holiday. On thut 5lorion.::; day, followinc the e:x u.i.:,, l e or 

rormer :rears spent in pri sons , I ·.1ill declaI'e a hunge.r-stril:e 

as a protest ag1..inst the communist violence and torture- chamb<;rs 

in which I am spending my fourth Fi !'s t of May. That day add my 

voice too to the hymn of the toilern seekin;; their e1:111ncip11.tion 

!:-om the paws or capiti.lism u.nd violence, regardle~rn of the 

names an~l flags under which they may be dis<!Uised. 

Good bye, ur.til b<itter days, man~' ki sseB. 

Petrograd, Gorohove.y a 2, the Cork-cell. 
1) 

April 9 1 192~ 

I. A. SHABALI!'l 

(M.V.Nikolu.Jev} 

l) Five days !l.ftor this le tter wa.s written, on April 14, 

~~~~;.~~~;~1 ~~1;~~: t~~~o~;i~v!~r~~ L~~~~~;~~~ t~~ S~~e ~~e w11.s 
t!J.ken under specii;.l c«nvoy to !to:Jcow. On the way, fifty 
versts fro!:! J1oaoow, Sha.ba.lln thr~w hiir.self out or the :iindow 
or his Dail way ca.I>rio.ge. The trs.in was goin~ at fall speed. 
It wti.s stop]let~, and the tchokists opened fire in ull direct
ions. The fUJ:!.tive, one oi t"1s arms broken, suffering tro1;1 
severul minor injuries, in an exh&uated condition managed, 
however to elude the hnnters and to reach safety. All the 
efforts' of the "a. p. u. tt to locate hi1:1 hr.ve been rut ile . 
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• a X V 0 L U T I 0 l/ A R Y J U S T I C E •. ,..) 

Citizen Y.ursky ! In April o! this year , after each of U:J 

h&G. s;ient rrorn 3 to 14 months in pri~on, we were indic ted ror 

bel onging t o the socialist- Pevolutionist party 11.nd !or being 

active i:l it . In t:ay we were sentenced by the nc .P.u.~ to 

administrative exile ·for t wo years into t he rer.iote pa!'ts of 

Russia. 

We !'e!used t o accer1t this sentence, del!landing, on the 

basis o r t he decree or the Central Executive Collllll.ittee o! the 

Union or F'ebruary 8 , or this yee.r, either treedom or a n open 

>,r ial or the chttrt:;es !lade against us. 

You know as well as we that APticle 8 oI the decree of 

,he Central Executive Co:u:aittee of Februa ry 6 , cetegorically 

declares thnt n:rrom now on e ll c ases o r offences a gain s t the 

Soviet regime or anv violati"n of the l!l."lls of the Russian 
SocJalist Federative :=::oviet Hopublic are su?:>Ject exlusivel :r t o 

Judicial p .. •oceaure b·1 the r evolutionar y tribuna ls o r the 
people'::i c"urto, according to their charactor" . (No. 30 o! th e 

•rzvestia" or February s. i v2·3. } Thie decree, having been pas"1M. 

'JY the highest legislative organ ot the Ru ssi an :::oci c.list 

Pederative Soviet Republic , is t1 law, the observunce or "hich, 

it would seell.., sho:Jld first of all be the dut:1 or the ofticiah 

or the Soviet Republ:lc. 

Nevertheless, the "G . P .u. " v.bich has to.ken tho place 
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or the abolished ~1£.!., almost from the first day or its exi~t
eooe began, without a ny participat ioll or the Judici al organs, 

to 11et e out punishlne:i.t to the pol1t1cnl opponents of the exiotine 

government - the socialists and ana.:-chif:lts - sendi ng tha!ll by the 

score and the hundi>e;1 into administr ative exile. 

In passing i t s sentences , the aG.P.u.• paid so little 

ett<intioD t o the decree or tho Centre.l ~xecutive Co::imittee or 

February 6, that to tho very last it meted out its punishments 

without open tri a l , \1ithout even conaidering it necessar y t o 

obtain the approval or any of the highest or gang of the GovfH•n ... 

ment. 

Only after we, the undersigned, decla red our refusal t o 

gO i nto e.xile, the no .P .U · •, !or the first time, atte:::ipted post 

ract ul!l to legalize its lawless oroer by a ppl:ring to the Presidiun 

or the Central Sxecutive Committee • 

.At !irst t~e •G.P.U ·"• through tho i:1outh o! its .repre.., 

'!lent ative, ldr .<rtlrtzme.n , endeaV"Cured to , ersuade us or the rutilitv 

ot r esistance. ~r am SUl'Pl"ised at your not proceeding intc oxilo,• 

he said t o us on I.lay 11, in the o!fice o! the prison on Kiss e lny 

Alle:J. • we shall not hand your caaes over to the courts e:rnwav. 

!U!U. you will remc.in in prison, perhaps for throe years lOilger. 

?he Pres1diu!1 o! the Central Executive Committee percits us to 

keep you iD prison until the conclusion or the investigation, 

at.id we can drag out the investigation as long as we please . • In 

reply to our remark that exile violc.tos the la11rn or the soviet 

11.epubHc, <rtlrt zman oaid: "Once tho Presidiu1:1 of the Central 

heoutive Colll!ilittee approve"'it .. IU'll thio it will do - it is 

l ntui. The Presidium ~an do c.nythiug. It it ordot's the MD.P -U ·" 

t :> ehoot ha l t or i:oocow' s population, r:o shall execute it.• 
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7he p.redict1on ot Nr . Gec>t::mitn ca.:ae true. On May 19, the 

rr-sidillli ot the Central S.xecutive Co~lttee sitctioneO the sen t etice 

ot the •a.P .u.• concerning our exile. Bu t thi s did not convince us 

ot the logality either ot the sentence or ot the sanction, since 

there is not a word in the dec.ree or the Central Bl'ecutive Co=ittee 

o! rebruary 6, about the right ot the Pre'3ieium or the Central 

siecutive Comi:iittee to pcrt:iit repressive measures without trial . 

In vie" ot all this, Citizen. Kues:.c:r, we decided to appeal 

to you tor e.n eicplanation! You, the P"1 'J;;>le' s Co=issar or Justice, 

are chargea by Article 9 of tt:.e a to~~ntioned decree with the 

general control or the eicecution of J,.rticle 8 of the decree, and 

therefore it is up to :you, first or all, to defend the unpt>Otecte(I. 

citizens a.no. to take to account such officials who pet>m!t them

selves to violate the rights guarallteed bv this art i cle. 

'fe asked :vou, in our O.eclure.tion of Mey 23, 1922, if 

there we.s any decree of the Central Eu1cutive Committee endowing 

the •a.P.u. 11 with the right of applying re;iressive mcanu res without 

open trial Md empowering the Presidium of the Centr6l Bi:ecutive 

Co:<mittee to sanction such meas !lres. Wh'!l.t was your answer? The 

teit or your communication of June B, No. 1304/6562, announced to 

us by the chief warden of the T!!.gtmka Prison , reads as follows: 

' ?he Hile ... fr>om lif.ozcow was ordered b:y the •a.P.u.• with the 

consent of the Presitl.i"Jm of the Celltral E:xecutive Co=ittee or Mc;y 

19, of this year . Therefol"e it is lo.wful . " 

In this manner, .vou, the r.eocurator of the Republic, the 

supre1:1e guardian of the luw, openly declared vour solidarity with 

tlle ag&nt or the ~G .P.U ~ in the int.o::irpret<ltion of nrevolutionar:v 

.luatice•, recOgDizin g, first, that in tl1e Bi.:.zoian Soviet NepubliC 

PUll18hment without trial is still cont'ic!.ered h.wrul anO. second, 

that any decree (on pepe:-!) o!' trc higt:.est l egislative institut:lon 
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ot tbe Republic can be viola'ted 1':reol ¥ b'f an inter i or o:rgan such 

as the Presi dium or the CeiitJ"al t xecutive committee. 

lfe pers onall1 kne11· thir; befO:<'e, but we wanted. t o h ave 

conrtnation or this truth f rom your "authoritativo" mouth. ThiE 

we have secured· lt is now clear to ev0r7tiody that While 

aespatching with one hand memorflnda to the 3ntonte Powers cont

aining sworn assurencos about the abolition of I"epressive mea::;uI"~ 

without tI"ial (No.66, •rzvestia~ or March 23 1 1922), t he Soviet 

Government, or core correctly the CentI"al Committee or the 

Russian Conmuni st Part y .. this real, unlike the shadow1 Contra! 

hecutive Commi t tee or the Sovi ots, legislative organ of the 

Russian Soviet Republic- continu3s with the other hand sentencing 

llithout trial socialists and anarchists , 

The C<: :u•' s government, abolisM.ng eourt t rial s and 

int roducing the system of administrative exile tor socialists, 

had openly published that tact. But ¥OU, hcrpocriticallr t alking 

about revo lutionary justice, in your cowardice keep your extre

ord1nary lawc ego.inst socialists concealed in the depths of 

:vour oftices. 

lloscow , !aganka Prison . 

June 24, 1922 . 

(Signed) G. KACP.OROVSK'f 

G. DIKl1NS.H.:! 

p. BILilllA. ... PASTERNAK 

V. SH)f!mLIN-VOLIN • 
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A VOIC!!: F:'IOM THE IULDE::l.llSSS ..-) 

The first period of 111y exile I npent in 11 d!!.rk country 

where t11ere were no people, except mysclr, ei t;ht exiled 

priest:; ~.nG the "uuthor ities". It took u3 only a mont!I by 

row-boC'_t to ge t there,· a distance of OOO versts along the 

Par11bel anc! Kon:tc rivers., be~i::'te~ so~e "hikingtt across 

marshlund . 

It was so deaC. an( human beinzs we!'e so rare in 

thooe parts th&t even the birds did not fear us. Frec1uently 

wild fowl, tmc)1 a3 heath- cocks an,:_ woodhens, would sit on 

t!le roof or the catin in which th£. priests anC: I lived, 1.nd 

wild gee~e woult. swiri in the stream unC.er the window without 

fee.:• 11n J. without stirf'ing at our approach. ~vo n the field· 

mice and the beavers, of whom there were gt•oat swurr.s, d ie! 

not fear the presence of man an~ played rreel:; about the 

cuhi~ .. At ni3ht one could often heo.,• the des~eratc criec o! 

the "holy fathers" whenever the brave little mice cuu£:ht ~t 

tt.eir lon g la .. ir a.urin;; their innocent sle<:p .. 

Whi;.t Cid we Co th£re7 I suy Mwe", because I wi:nt to 

tell you 1:1. little ubout the priests . Nothing. There wu:; 

not!'lint; to ocCUJ-JY u3. i'o books, no ncwpr.;iers, no paper, no 

peo11le with whor:i one coul ..';. tt..ll\ in a humt:.n f e.shio:i. It 11111.s 

ub:;rlutcly im;rns.;ible to busy oneself studyinG the loceU ty 
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and nuturc :;cnerl.lly. 1<1£>st of all bcc i uae there u.ro not even 

paths, let alone ror.i.dn in this ·.11ld country . It is true there 

was onf little pc..th of about :.;even versts, so t.uC. that it 

was i.lmost irr.po~;~;ible tc follo·;1 it, bcir.g a Gt1•unger, without 

bre::.kinG one's neck or ut lc(.ut ll. leg. lt has no many ntu1:1po 

and roots thut afte£> the first f1ttempt, one loscu <...11 ~e Gire 

t o repeut it. lleGides c. special kin a cf boots is needed !or 

the ;mr:.ios c . So::::etine;:; one ·:11...nt:J to lu.vc the p1...th ana wulk 

under the i1t1.J1ificcnt ceG. r. rs , but this r.:.u<; t Pem«.in r.. 'flit;h 

because it is impossible to v1 : lk even tt.re1; feet off th e puth . 

The unC:erbrush iG in thf' way. Wh::i. t a pit:; ! Eu t i r you try t o 

overcone the otstuc l eu you risk losing e.n eye nnd. retuPn with 

ble0din3 hands and fttcc, clothes torn to shreds. 

In addition to all this thfP£ is tt"tiother awful 

nuisance which pi·events tht enjofment or nt;,turc; ! in the whole 

11:.r:m territo1•y there ls suc h t. raultituC:e of n:ooquitoes "'n:~ 

imiects th<.:.t smr.e days it is irr.pos::iitle to go tven outside 

the C'1bin ·;dthput ntts . (!1'1.ry;:i translr.ted into Rus::;iun mee.ns 

"s•·1a.r;!)" . ) There i.re som.e impa.ssutli: :w1..m;:i::i strechine, for 

dist1...ncec: fror.i ?O to 80 verats, ..._ nu ev0n tlu: n o.. tive Osti aks 

o.ccustoiaei.1 to tlie tai gll. unc_ the nrnpches are uneblc· to C!'o~o 

them . Yet the osti1.cks, of 11hom thc·re ure m:inv ~lonz; the rive rs 

of Purabel , Konghe , Chuzyl>,Wi..ssyugo.n :. re really so o.d:.;.pted to 

the t ai <e. th <.. t they s u. fol; wulk 40 or 50 versts t. duy acrosa 

s·.~~r:ps t:nd. thiclrots. !Jut 01' coursr theJ o.Pe dressr,·: in 

leather clothes, in hi~h boots, and urcequipped with fireur!!IS 

to protect ths::.aclvcs ll;3t. inst bet<.sts a.s 11cll L.S with~ pa lit zi; 

(reser.iblinG u acytllel, ·;1itll shu.l'[! ste::.l ond:; , fol' the purpo~o 

ot cutting their wny throu gh the tliickets e.n, undorbrush. 
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Th£>rC ;J:O£>::l un Octit..k O'lel" tho ~. W(l.V i n[:'. his puli tZ'l to 

the rlsht a.nd to th,; 1"1ft, e: l eo.rin3 hi.:; pa.th, "nd whe n he 

co1.:10s t o u swar,p O!' ,;,n overgrown pond, he skill!ully, without 

hesit.:ition , b€r,L1s tc ju1r.p :Crom one hillock to tlte other . 

Now o.bout the " ho l ~' f~.thors '' 1H1enevnr I recc.11 t:iem 

I wJ.nt to l:.;.uc;h . rirst , ,,,bout thin3s S£ Pious . Upon our trt•ivc.l 

there, :;.t the Upper Kcm.:;he, the "fcthers" busicC. thct::S(lvco 

tr.rc.shing tlic 2:!'-in left by u colon~' of "scctt'_1•icmiM who ho.d 

livNl there b£fore our i.:.;·r i val o.ncl dis«.,i,ieuro:'. c.:; soon •,.s t ile 

~-uthorities di3covere'3. them. The- 1Jriest13 lt bore:.:. thr:.tsh i ng 

tl-.i; r,P:...in with fl,.113 , t oi l in:!' so thi:,t th<:. sweut Btre1.0.med 

do·Nn their bodies, the wi:id swept their lon:: h~ir 4nd spr(l.;.d 

wide the sl-;irts oi' their priestl~' ~-;rn:cr:ts. They would toil 

::turd; t l~e work, 11owover, moved forw;;.l~tl Vf!ry slo•.tly . Tired, 

exhcusted the poor souls needin[! c rest -:rould :ontcr the 

cto.bi n to s t rengt l1cn themsC?lves with the meo.3er dinner ~nC. 

some cleur "too." - boilin3 wu.ter. I would put before theo 

wh::..tevcr God g:.ve. Eeing the only wom ::..n a.;con :: t hei:-., I b<...ked 

brcu.d fO!I' ull und cooked c11nner whc"ncv~r thel'e ~rere :;.ny 

potatoes or peas. Societ iml's, on account cf the l o.ck o! 

provisions, the meul c on siste C.. of brct:C t.!l( hot m~te1'. Tlw 

priests nhruys t ook turne boiling the wuter . In t he· ..tt.scnc€' 

of i.. a"~r.iovur, we used P. kc-ttlc ovcP 1,_ fire m:...G.c outsid•~ the 

cubin, 1,nd everi in th o u.utumn, ~:hen the r ;;..in drizzl12d fro::i 

lilOrnir.~ to evcnin~, we ht d to boil tto vmtor in this l'l\.Y• 

'i'ho priests woulG. l:)XOt't themselves to ttc ut:nost to bluze t he 

!ire, st:..n:iin3 ;;..rounc. it ,,o(l protcctin 0~ it fro:n the ·dn-: 7,ith 

the skir t s of their r ;..g;:c d 2:irmcnts, torn during the ·"°i.oll:c in 

t he tu.i;n:.. Af t er r;t· .. ::iC.in:; :Cor :..n hour or more in the winrJ. 
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rr.:in, numb nnd l'ret, th e unrortuni;.tc m<:n ·;1oule. drag their legn , 

covercc:i. '.Kith zi.pine; boots , through the nud and w .. tcr c.nd en t er 

thn c_bin to wnrl!l themselbes with SOI:le "tu:..". 1n spite or l:ly 

des1rc t o help ••itli tte boiling or the 'il;;.tcr, t;,e "fathers• 

never o:.l l o-.1cC. r.ic to JC>t n e'.'.I' the fire in!Ji~tin.::: th;.•.t I 

remc.in in the hut . The POOP soul!J \'lore afruiC: th "' t if I nl:oulC. 

t ::.kt- cold i:..nC: bccol!I(' ill, the;- would b~ left 1:ithout trecd, 

since tho"t'c wc;s no one el!Je to ~o the Cr..k l nr: . 

Incidentally I !!Lay ud:l th~.t on i...ccou.1t or this b-k in~ 

I even now surrcr from a d isloc , tot r•i;;!it &.Pm . (T?".c r..r"Ill wc.n 

i!!juroe <'.! vrcvious l y, Luring th e jourr:<cy, "1!1.on (',11 of u~> hu.d. 

tr drc·.€: c. bou.t by ropo, c:.:rryin:?, our- ba.r;L:c.gc o:: us. It wi;.s 

then th:.;t I tri,..ped. ovez• ;; lof 1,:ncl !ell, <,nC t1~· t.I'!l: 1vt10 

injur-od . On~ "hol;; i': ther " , wish1n;:; to pl o.ce the tone b c.cJr in 

itn plt:.cc,pulled ray poor hunC::. BO h ... Pd thot r..y oye':. n<.' :i.rly 

po;Jpcr.:. out . Hol'1cvcr , l:e not or>ly r u ile'-'. to otr:.:.iJhtcn it out, 

but cJir; loc i.. t !;'c' i t even 1.1or0. For u oouple of IDOnths it clid 

not tothc!' i:.c. !hen c •r~e t he br•c.,d- be.king, :i. n:.:. nov1 1 C;~~not 

lirt 1.nyttin;; hct.vy , •nC. ·N:!'lcn I tur'~ it u bit the wron: w;..y 1 

it pd:is fl'i3l'.t!ully. W('J.1, .-11 t !ii.;,: is rutbio!1, I h'~ve 

~izresscd too much •.. 

I livct in t ~r -.1ilder:iN10 for four r:.cnth s, true 

inclut:ing thC' tirnc spent goin;:; tho1•u . As l so.id, I hi:.C. nothing 

to ~o ~x c cpt t o b J;e br .:c:.C . Whori I 1·11.1.t.: fret, I w n do r c•' like 

.1 Shc..c'.ow "'-l'OUn<'.: th,,. C! bin, i;or:i.ctimcr:: followin:; the pc_th for 

U l O!"c3 dioiti..nce, f'i :::kinz ~ brokc:i leg tco . C:;.utiously I ;1oulc'. 

ti·kc -i~· m~y . Then I l"IOUlr;'. be.;;in to thinK, .:.nC.:. sittin '.,'" on :i 

trcc-tt'un;.; 1 I .1oulC t".int, think, think. o\.n{ thc-y wrrc- __ ll 

!:. l 1.;.1•t1ins thou~ht::i , r:Gt h~.Pt-~· thoughts , '.1.Pousinc r:e mor.: ::.nd 
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I WC'\uld sit !or an hour , :ror two, i;o::etimes lonu;er 1 

and then we.4L~3 u.,, I would still tc ;,rnt'.cr t " e influence of 

the t boua;hts anC. recollections o f my ror~er life. I questi

oneC: nysel f : "Where i:.n I? \,"hy a '!" I he r e? 7;'hence these 

centuries-c l d ced1.1.rs·1~ That woul c' la9t but .~ no:111;:it . Then 

I would shake it all off ar.G recover n;t consciousness u.nd 

realize tully what, where, a.m.1 why . l'he; a burnir. $ yenr-ning 

wou l C:. creep a;:;nin into my heart. ~- ye::..rni?l S f o r freeC.om, 

for l ife, for J)eople . I woull1 wnnt to cry out: "I '-esire 

liberty , free1c=i!" But to wlio:;. coul J. l cry out? Not to U1e 

azed ccC.ars . The'f will understan d nothin::;, but slowly, 

s l owly they wi l l she.kc their heads as b i; fore. Tc the t irds, 

oice and beavers who ever; now ane then raised their hee.d. s 

frc~. under the tree- trunk? Thei too will unde rGt i:.nl! i::;n C: 

say nothin~ , but in re ,_. ly to l!!Y cry their eyes will 

elittcr e.nC. then they will hide un de r tr,e trunk, e nd t h e 

t.irds will fly off . Perhaps to the greln fc~;;s? But t he;; too 

will be fri.;htene'~ by my cry, un d clu::, nily ho,; off i!'lto 

hiding • . So I would rei:!<:.in sitti11g in i:. ., .~ trifle.! c o ndition. 

cy hi:.nds clenche•: in despi;ir till tlle fin ;-_i:ers cra ck ed . I 

would sit , a.nd all aroun cl r.ie 'l{US life , the s un ·;1 ouL1 s ti r.e 
call 

brichtly andA;loriousl~', l uring an c'I p rol:lisin z 1... bette r u rc; 

the birds wou l d flutter c,nc~ .~in g ; t~1c ::iice wcul C:: b('ave ly r un 

between my feet c.nd wit h thf'ir bl c ck nna r li:::t cni nz little 

eyes st.:rc ll.t the creature: t hey h e.C: n <' v e r s e i:n t:cfo ~·e. The 

moagui t oes would buzz t< n <! b i te {it ·.rn G thes e bite :J th i: t 

fini:..lly woulC. dr•ive t ,e a~ray e.ml buc h i n to tt. e chee ,• lc:> .'.1 hut}· 

All 1...round was life, o.ntl I? - I ? I could but look on .. · 

I ·~'OUld return to the hut to;rnrds evening. The priests ·11ou ld 

be: at vespe!'S O!' ni3ht-i::ass. I would. rest ll. little , 11.r.d 

t hQn their oxu.d[l t'r:. t i n::; siYJgin c; ·~1ouLi get on 1:1 y nerves. 

I 1ould !'Un out of t~1 01 tut ~- nC go off in any direction.The 
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aePVi1'es woul d l ast th1•ec O!' four hou r s . tlight woul d coce, 
and t t.e oi nsi ng from t :oe t.u t o t ill rett.chc;l m;1 eurs . I :.ou l tl 

not ~e:.nt t o return . Li. t er , t l1e iiic::!lts !:::ect..c:ie cold. Sa,:iecially, 

Jn t he iutumn I f r o ::c , hu.Vi 'l: no 1;".ri:; clotl\(':;1 I shivere~, 

my t eeth c h_ ttcl'E:.:1 . Fi11i:.l. l y , t he aerv ice would en. , e.ll 

Goi ng t o slePP · I t oo 11oulC. turn in for t h;; nie;t.t. Eut the 

mice woul C. g i ve :.:e no peucc, ci thcr they pull£>G a t ::O.j' hair 

or the~· bit :r.y feet or hands . One had to we\.'.e u~ to tight 

wit h them . !\no'.'. in the other half or the cr!:::in, where the 

"tol y futl1ors" ~1e.•c nt rcot, one hc::.!'C. the sound: ft Jh .. . sh. 

sh ... N I t '!lu.D tlco prieots d J>ivin : t!:c n ice a~1ay . Or nu~denly. 

rizi1t r. i'ter !tol l i ng irnlecp , c.n inhuu1un cry ;vou l C t-ei:.ch J:'lO 

fron: tl:c other• side . So:;.e pl1-yful ttounn. cuot have beco::ie 

en t i;.ngled in the l ocks of o:ic of th€ pric.sts, or bitten hi:> 

hand or ~ foot. Erav€ little nice! They rocogni:.e notJ-.in:; . 

They l.o not eve:i fc&r he l l in t he other ·rorld for injurinc 

"holy fathers" . 

Aft or livin~ there !our mont hn, I iuw aent buck on 

foot , uccor.:pi.nieCJ by c.n OstiuJ.: ;::'.lids. lt wns i mpo!:lsibl e to 

!'<'turn by Powboat - the Htt•ea.U! haC beco::te t oo shti llow. An<? 

so 1 wulkeG two duys t hrough the~ <.n.~ th(. :iwa.mps, :. 

diot(i11ce of UO versts . Or coursC>, tiler<: ~:&o r.o puth . I 

fc1lo~1cl the Ostiak ho ~n.rn cloo.ring:. i>•.:.;;su~e . In the 

1:1;;.rnhl :rnll I Ju:::i;<> .. i!"o;;i 01~c t-.illoc:~ t o "':'ether. lt ·r.as col:.l, 

I n t he auturnn the wu.tcr is i.lC"eady like i cc- in the s·1ampe. 

·,1e reac hed c. li...kc ohol;f!d. t•itt. vacet:.t.tion . Tile Ostii;.k 

:iki ll rull y ju·~vec.: ov{;·r the· hillocks , I iollo -1 1n: in l1is 

root s t aps . So.cldcnly I r.:ia:JcC. :ny stciJ uncl fell intc the w:.te1' 

or ri thcr 1 n tc the t hi ok ve~et:.t ion fi Uir.z thci l:l.kc) · I 

b t·Bun t o c ry . ?he 0fJt1:.k r":.turncd -.ne. vul l t>d me ou t.(Lc.ughtcr.J 
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le continued t hrough the "oorm:i.n" (the Ostiuk nl4me !or tho 

dense~). T:rn do.ys lc.ter 'llc r ca.che<".. a deserted cc.bin, 

spent the- ni ght ther~, t.ntl continue,: on our way but a. l ong 

c. pt>th c. l ready. The rest or the trip wll.s 1:1t;.do partly on foot, 

pG.1•tly on horsebacl' , pert ly tJ 1·0~1bout, until we !'cti.cheC.. 

Pc.rabel , in the vicin1 ty o ! ;~hich I ~,TI', makinc; at p r esent my 

uncertain habitation . 

1923 . OLGA BOLA~OVA . 



UOY11 ID8lffIPIO.lfIOB OARD Iuued by the 8nero-Drin•k 
•G.P.u,•on P'•bru1U7 11,HH, to '\b• .ldm.1n1•trau.n 
.Exile Ierul ! ,Id•leon. Photo&raphed fl'Oll th• or1pnal. 

ODTIR, OIRfIPIO.lfi or SiltTiBCE paned by the 1 G.P,u,• 
Oou!H1on t'or Ada1ni•tr•t1•• Bxil•, on llaroh ~. u2s, 
1n the oaH ot M,G, 'le1ne1n. ft.• 1enWnoe reedu 1 To be 
4eport•d abroad tor s 7ean 0 to be uUed to th• Volocda 
Prorino• t'or 3 year• until • toretr;n riH 1• hound, 
w1 tb \.he ri&ht ot 101n1 abroad, 1 

llU>r, PkIIOJ'&:R•I IDlllTIPIOATIOB OJRD 1•eued "1 th• Un •a,p,u,• 
to brad !,ldol11on. 'l'h• qu••tloa •or 'Iha~ .locuHdf' 1• 
~•wrered •• fol lo'd1 1Por JklonPnc to th• ,.rt, ot the 
11oniat...a..1•11at•.• 



- llJ -

0 N V A C .'I. T I 0 " I H N A R Y ll +) 

The Nc.rym exiles are so firr::ly isolti.ted !!'om t he rest 

of the world thut only letters de1..linz with the he11.lU. of 

relatives or our own heii.lth cv.n hope to re&ch their destina-

tion. Any other mes::u::.e;:es, even cor.-.pl 1:. ints i..gainsl the 

lawlessness and cruelty of our officials, addressee.. by us 

to the higher authorities, :::o not a.rive. A tele:;!;ram sent 

by us to Pesf,kova ot ttie "Re,! Cross" remt:ine'~ on file in 

one of the local of!ice<::. 

And yet the condition of the exiles an(. th€ syste:r. 

o! e%1le lire such that ut times one bpcomes terrified by 

ttis dreadfull isolation .... Tile loc o.l ttuthori ti es the 

uoviet and."G.P . U. 1 , a.-e tt'eatin .:; u s as common cri!:!inals 

having no rights at &11. They tol o! us so n:-id are actin~ 

accordingly. To all our pretests that we were not condemned 

by a court, that we werr sociulists in exile, the"e is one 

answer: "We know that ;rcu are conde:::me~ criminti.ls, that 

JOU have l ost all your rightiJ." And whenever a n~· of us are 

convoyed to some village or outlyine; ca bin , the accompunying 

Pll.Per to the local iiuthorities re adn , "administrative exiles 

so-irnd-so", and t~.en f o llow the r.ar.ies or 11, social-de!:!ocrat 

e.nd of e. thir.:-f wit!: n lor. 3 prir>o:-:-record cou,.led. to:]:ether. 

But the pe!l.Strnta very (luic k ly C.rew thE> lir.c 

between the "politicul::i " un~ the cthert:i antl to tt:e J:'. (ln or 

+) Tt,1~ letter from a rioch1 list exile in th e Nt.1r;rm territory, 
•ritten early in 1J24 1 c.p~eare..:!. in the "Sociulist Vestnik•, 
tll£ centP,l orJi.n of the Rus;;inn Gociul-Oer.i.ocr1..tic L\l.bOr 
Part;; 1 for Apr! l l?, 1024. 
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o! the exile it oust be uddcC. thi.t the pr>estige o! the !ormer 

is ver>y high in Neryl:l, which ct..nnot be S!<.id o! the reputation 

o! t he trO!:l.l:lUn i st~ . 

At t ar i::ll the .:;ur!erin3 in the WG.P.L'.", on the 

pri~on route unC: in the v ur>ious jf.;ilo, !or we were ussembled 

r r om all parts of :\ussia in Moscow fir-st unC. !roe there sent 

t o S i ber i a , we w&ited 11·ith ii::patience for Nurym ih~e l f -its 

s paci ous,iess und peace. 

We had spe n t much time in diffec' ent "G.P.U . " prisons, 

in d:;:;mp cells, never brenthin:;: the open uir, forbidden to 

s et· ou r re latives, dopriveC: cf the ri2;!1t of correspondence, 

t he 1ti ndows o f our cel l s ulwnys close( under crilers . i1an y of 

us had p:'sSe:J thrcue;h the "!r.ner P1•ison" or the "G . P.U.", 

in wbich a ll e xaminations, recei p t of packages, transfers 

from c a lls, v isitinB the bv.thouoe, - ull tho.t takes pluce at 

ni gt, t on l y. We hu.d been through the filthy n.nd crowded associ

a tion with cOlllll!On criminals 0?1 the route, suffering froc 

bugs , lice , the absence o! bunks , tra.velline in packed p:rison 

curs , f r eque ntly stopping at provincial prioons , and h'.:.·;in g 

endless encounters with squads or "G.P . u.w quards coming 

f r orr, the opyosi te direction who never !ti.il tc indulge in the 

sport of clickinr; the muzzle- stoppers just !or the sake of 

t er:rorizc.tion . 

All o:f thut wore the nerves of the healthy prisoners 

out a.nC. knocked cf :i: their fe e t the we~k one~. We hud c uses 

or tuberculooifl ~nd he(l.rt C.ise c. se u::-.ong us . Towrn•ds t ile end 

only thre<? to five com i:,e.de o from a!nor.,; tl'.e pcrty or 25 \!l'(·re 

cr.poble of c arryin::i; tl ,;.; ir 0·1m 1U :3;:,"0.;c . Is it un:t wonder thnt 

W£ 1'<.ited for N..,,rym as for ~·. ,;!'o:n.i sttl land? 'lie thou~ht we 
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wou ld r eciain sattled and begin ntudying 

At first we were l e!t in Kolpo.shovo , in accordance 

with the pledge of the authorities in Tomsk . To chnru.cterize 

our life here and the Tomsk "G.P . U." it l!!USt be se.1d that 

we obtained this pledge only af ter our rerusal to start out 

r rom prison t o OUI' destination. An atter.ipt was made to cow us 

by the special detachment clicking the r.iuzzles of the t;uns , 

but we did not budge a n d the I'esult was a promi se to l eave 

us in Kolpashovo. 

'lie began to al'range things , found living qu a r ters, 

organized e. comr.1on kitchen , and a!tel' resting commenced to 

study . Some of us secured poorly paid positions. We were 

c:heerful and began to recover th!!nks to the fresh air, the 

bathing ln the Ob, and the 11 Creedom", But this "well~being" 

of ours was the main cause of the first attack inspired !ro:u 

Tonsk. The I'easons we!'e not even concee.led from us . " You 

live here as if yo'J. weI'e on a vacll.tion ! " the autho!'ities, 

unashamed, told us. Some of us were then picked out to be 

Sent to such points which we!'e not even on the map in the 

old days of t he Na!'yf!I exile, localities infestes with ma l a ria, 

populated by foreign tribes, and far rel!1oved from a post 

Offfoe . 

Especio.lly cruel was the treatment accorded to Olga 

Rome.nova , 18 yee.rs old, \':'ho wo.s exiled to the uppeI' reF;ion 

ot the Kenghe River rihere she was fed for th!'ee mon ths on 

bread anJ. hot water. I say •ted", because on the Upper Keng he 

there al'e no free sett l er.:ents, but a "concentration camp" 

or gan ized on lhe initiative of the Tocsk authorities , which 

\lifter s fI'om the others only in so far that its inmates a r e 
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tort ured by s t a r vat ion . So!.'1.e priests , some com?Con crir:iinals , 

sever a l peasant s and t he an archi s t Ro!llanova were exiled 

there •. 

Romanova le!t the p l ace, and on t he way was caught 

in the !irst winter cold and had ! r ostbitten !eat . She 

arrived in her summe r clothes in t he village of Parabel , 

lfhere our comrades took he r i n. 

The exiles receive none of thei r all owances.During 

the entire per iod o! six months several comrades r ecei ved 

!rom 1 to 2 roubles, including cash , f l our and r.i l let . We 

began to look !or work. It was not dif!icult to finG it, 

as in the whole region there is an enorcious detland for 

educational resources. We o c cupied a number of positions 

in the government service, in the educational !iel d, but 

the soviet and local party corr!.mit tee, composed o! total 

ignoramuses , under the l eadership or the sei:::i-literate 

che irl:len o! the soviet , cor.:unenced a ce.mpa!gn age.inst us .. 

Suddenly on November l , a new misfortunci, altogether 

une:z:pected, descended upon us . The local soviet took a dvant-

a!3e of the refusal of three of our comrades to participa te 

in the show organized by the educational depart1:1.ent llnd 

selec t ed !or exile six of ou r comrades , i ncluding tffo who 

had children . 

The col d was 35 degr ees bel ow zero . They had no 

travelling clothes . Sollertinsky and Pobstanitzky le!t for 

t heir dest i nat i on . The others remained, and we dec l ared 

t hrou;::h our reprcnentatives that they shall not leave . There 

were r.:01:1.e very stor1:1.y aonversations. The aut horities 

Uea~ingly iave in. It is true, no t.n swer was made to our 
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application. We spen t several weeks in 11. nervous condition, 

11.nd t tien calmed ourselves . All that time the 11.uthoritiea 
ot 

were not asleep, special couriers~ the nc. P. U. ~ were sent to 

'.l'oIDsk, th e chair:oan or the soviet went thel'e to get "r:::.oral" 

backing . 'lle on our part, at the very beginning or the 

conrlict, telegr aphed to tfoscow to the Procurator or the 

Republic and the Presidium or the Cent ral Executive Comr.iittee 

or the Union . We received no r eplie!J, but 11.ppearently the 

events which rol lowed were the answer. 

On Oecol!lber 15 all the l\olpashovo exiles r eceived 

an ol"der to lell.ve within three days. The order did not ~!feet 

the physician e.nd the t wo women among us, as well as the 

clericalo. The new points selected were all on the tributar-

ies of the Ob, about 100 to 150 versts to the north or 

i~olpashovc . 1i"ithout al l owances, without clothes, we were 

permitted to carry not more than one pood ( 36 pounds) o ! 

luggo.se ant:. to •nli<: instead. This time we decided t o obey. 

In the t wenties o! December the exiles, leaving the huts 

which they haC:. repaired, tte cor:icon kitchen they ha d organized ' 

began to leave in the a,trocious Siberiirn c o l a, dres::;eC. in 

sho:rt fur-coats and scme even without that. The one-year- o ld 

son or Tcherkess wa:J in the party ... 

General l y, the rnember!lhip or the p resent-day exile 

is heterogeneous. There are old party members, who had done 

penal ser>vitude under the Czar, such as Shtulmann . There are 

yo-ung womc.>n , such as FanJa Lis::;ina., a worker o! the Kostroma 

!actoI>ieo. There is th" workingl10!r.C>n Anna Ye!imova , who !or 

n:ore than three> r.onth:> was on thE prioon route i;oinG into 

exile, detained at every county je.il on the way , and c a rrying 

With her all the time her little sirl • · • 

N~rym, 1924 ( Signature) ll. 
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T H E L 0 C K - 0 U T +) 

By the order of the Presidium of the All-Ruooian 

E:rtraordinary Co;iiIDission (Tcheka) of January 101 of this 

year, I was sentenced to exile in the town of Velikyi Ustiug 

tor a term of one year. 

On February 15 I arrived in Ustiug, secured a 

position with groat difficulty, as the local e111ploy!!lent 

otfice could e;et me none . I found living quarters and arranged 

to'l' the a'l'rivc.l from Smolensk of my tamily, consisting of 

my wifn and an intant 1 year and 2 months old. 

On hlay 20, in Ustiug, the "G.P.U." sent :ne the 

tollowing notice by messenger tc be delivered under receipt: 

"Secrete Operative Depc.rtment, Section l.To Citizen 

B.N . Buth.gin . 

To enable you to make all the necesoa:"'y p reparations, 

I hereby inform you that at the order of the Chief of 

the Secrete Operative Department you Ifill be sent on 

l.ionday, t!ay 26 , to the town of Kotlas!J, in the Severo

Dvinsk province, for reoid€nce, there ao an admini

strative exile. The original order has been signed 

b!' the proper authorities." 

In thiz nanner, the "G.P . U.", aboolutely unexpected ly, 

Without preferring 11.ny charges against me and without any 

trial , assigned me to a new place of exile in a small town· 

+) This comcunication wa.o offici o.lly aC:dressed to the ~a.P.u.• j b:J" the administrative exile Bod s !.:/.:Jutiagin . 
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This is done under the preteJ:t of the necessity o( v acating 

l iving quarters in the city, according to the chief o! the 

l ocal •a.P .U. 11 Four months I have been here and the city 

Jfas not too crowded, and on l y now when I finally settled 

here with my family that starved in Snolensk during my 

imprisonment, it appears necessary to make roo:n in Ustiug 

by recoving B.l/.Butiagin (none of the other political exiles 

are being rer.ioved fro:n the city), and to send ::ie urgently 

with my wife and child on one day's notice to Kotlass, 

where the only tree space is on the floor of the thi r d-

cll.'..ss waiting-room in the railway station, and wheI'e no work 

is to be round . 

To the MhonorK of the "G.P.U." it nust be added 

that the act described above is not the only measure o! 

arbitrary rule shown here. At the end of April the "G.P . u . w 

den;.ended. that I leave my position in the Forestry Union, 

and upon my r efusal to fulfil this unlawful demand, haC. me 

arrested and imprisoned tor 28 hOUl'S. This happened after 

the employment department re fused to find ne work. I 

pointed out then and consider" it necessary to remind the 

"G .P. U. " now, thn.t I WIHl sentenced to exile to the provincia 

city of Ustiug and given the right o! ::>ecuring freely a 

position , af.l a result o! a n agreement with the Preoidium 

ot the Extraordinary Commioflion c cncluded on the seventh 

day of my hunger- r.;tr1 ke in the co::.muniot Butyrka. prioon 

early in J anuary of this year. I t1.lso consider it necessary 

to remind the leaders of the "G.P.U." that even the Czarist 

goverm::enta never went so far in limiting the' !iel~ !or 

employment to admini!ltrative exiles. 
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'.I'he Czarist govern!:lent prohibited the service o f 

exiles in such government offices as the police, gendarmery , 

treasury departa;ent, but recognizing the law, it never 

prohibiteC. ecploy:1ient in other organizations and enterprioes . 

The communist govermr.ent or its agents have gone 

further than Czarism and the conditions of exile in the 

years of 1914 - 1915 pa le in comparison with the new exile 

system inaugurated in the only "free" land of its kind in 

the worlC", with the most "left" government of all. 

Stating al l this, I sJ1ould li ke in any event to 

kno1T ·,,,hether the cruelty to which I and my family !l.re 

subjecte :i is en arbitrary act of the local authorities or 

whether the central "G. P. U. " supports this outrage . 

I want to know this because I al:l more an c;. more un der 

the irnpression that there is no l aw in Soviet Russi a and 

that the representutives even of the highest Soviet au tho rity , 

of the Politica l Department of the State(~G.P.U . "), a ppii.rently 

~onsider it a bourgeois prejudice to carry out their p led g eo. 

Velikyi Ustiug 

May 21 , 1922 (Signed) Boris Nikolayev itch But h.gi n 
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A B 0 L S H E V I S T C E L E B R A T I O N +) 

On !larch 14, the day or the 25th annive r sary of 

the Russ i an Social-Decocratic Lu.bor Pa rty , the socialist 
political exiles serving their terms in Orenburg met at the 
house o! one o! their comrades for the purpose of ce l ebrating 

that historic event. In spite o! the intimate comradely 

character o! the ce l ebr!l.tion, all the participant s, 23 

people, were arrested and taken to the cellar under the 

headquarters o! the Or enburg "G . P.U . ". In the act drawn up 

at the arl'cst it wa.e sta t ed that nothing illegal wu; found 

during the ::iearoh and that i n accordance with the declaration 
ot the arrested per sons , they al l gat here d i n oc>der to spend 

an intimate even ing on the occasion o! the 25th anniversary 

o! the Rustiian Social -De coc r a ti c Party . 

The prisoners wei•e kept in the celler 7 days without 

any exe:1z1ination and without any charge being made against 

their. . They were th&.n inforr.:ied that, at the order of the 

Orenburg ~G . P . U . " , they were to be oxiled from the city o! 

Orenburg to various points in the Kirghiz territory . The 

demand to produce any che.rce or t o Indicate the ba{;iS !or 

such a repressive measure 1..-as met with a refusal. At the 

end ot the seventh day all the prisoners were set !ree upon 

a p l edge or mutual security g i ven by all the prisoners that 

+ l !Jarch 1 ~, 1:::23, Soviet Russia was celebrating with much pd>t:ip the 25th anniversary o! the Bolshevist Party, which was !cr ce.lly aunounceC. to date !rom the foundation o! the Russie.n Sot:1al· Democratic Party in 1898. However,at thbt t11:1e there were no Bolsheviko e.nd tlensheviks ,-et, since the split into these t·~o factions occured only in 1903 . The ?.;ensheviks there!ore accused the Bolshevi ks o! Usu?"pi ng t heir date , and secretly celetrc.ted the an~iveri:iary as their own. T?'le Oren burs Social-Democrats ,as t !.is l etter shows , paid dear l y ror it. 
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they v10uld appe1:1.r on a certain date at the headquarters or 

the ttG .P. U.". Ten or the com:rades were in termed of their 

exile into the province o! Aktiubinsk , and they had to 

pledge themselves to deliver their luggage at headquarters 

by SatU!'day, Uarch 31, ana to assemble there at 6 o'clock 

in the morning on Sunday, April 1 , beforo:: otarting for 

Aktiubinsk . 

During the night o! March 31- April 1, the exiles 

b:]gan to gather at the house of one of them living nearetit 

to the " G.P .U.'1 , so that the whole group of ten could go 

togethe!' to headquarters in the morning. A number of other 

eT.iles, socialists a::: well as non-partisans, celled singly 

at the house to bid us !arewell. At two o'clock in the 

ni~ht agents o! the "G. P. U." arrived without an order and 

declared us arrested. In reply to our ?ersistent demand for 

an order, ::rnch a document was brought e.n hour and a hal! 

late!'. About threa o'clock, at the moment the prisoners were 

to be taken to t he "G.P.U.'1 , three more; exiles called at the 

houoe , two of them o! the departing group. Towards !our in 

the mornini:; we were all brought to the headquarters of the 

"G.P.U . ", and for about 2 hours ware kept outside the building 

on tho street. Our re~eated insistent demands to be taken 

inside the building were refused by the colll.l!landa_nt. Our 

additional demands t?111 t one o! the higher o!!ioials ot 

the uG.P.U." be cal l ed out were also refused. Instead a 

military detacl'.r.ient of about forty men ouddenly appeared. 

The soildiers, with their bayonet::; fi:xed, surrounded us. 

The CO!trades of the Cepc.:rting group were called out by name 

and separatec"c tro:n the rest. '.:he ae:ent or the Orenburg 
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•G . P. U. " , Uglov, cai:<e out and prroposed that the departing 

group enter the buildine: , and those who co.l!le t o see them o!! 

go in t o the cellar. When requested to cal l out one o! the 

higher officials, he sharply replied that he did not want 

to talk with UD. Then the commandant !ell with shouts upon 

an eiile nearest to him, Dr . Verchovsky, and seizing his 

throat with one hand end his face with the other, began to 

drag him into the court . Following the examp l e or the comman

dant, the soldiers and several agents thre'I t heC1.sel ves upon 

us. !hey used bayonets, buttfl ot rifles , and t heir fi s ts . 

In reelity offering no resistance , we were pushed into the 

court, so~e of us suffering brutal violebce . 

Ir.dignant over the complete senselessness of the 

arrest itself, as well as over all that followed, we 

imn:ediately sent a statement to the p l enipotentiary repre-

sentativs of the "G.P.U." for the Kir>gt:.iz Republic, 

despatching a copy to the Procurator or the Kirghiz Repll.blic 

det1andin~ the immediate I"elease or the arrest ed eiiles and 

an inquiry into the entire incident. We declared a hunger

strike . The inG.uiry "as e ntrusted to o n e or the culprits 

of the incident, Uglov. The inquiry was stopped oh the 

third day of thE? hun er-strike and we were set tree by the 

represcnta tive of the Kirghiz "G. P. U.", who announced our> 

ei:i~e to udark corners " o! !Ur>ghiz territory. F-0ur>teen of us 

had~appeal' on St.turday , April 14, with our l uggage at 

headquarter:l to proceed first to Aktiub1nsk and later into 

the depths of E1r>ghiz Republic . 

I n all of t his we see : lst - an attempt on the part 

of the local authorities to deprive us of the ri6'.ht of 
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elementary comradely association which haC. been su.nctioned 

by decades of Russian political cxil£l and recognized even 

in the worst times of Czarisr.i; and - proof of the uncomprom-

ising attitude of the Government towards the de11elopment cf 

the socialist movement, and of its warfare against any 

manifestation of independent socialist thought in Russia; 

3rd - it is an act of the most brutal violence on the part 

of the provincial ad::iinistration to send us to certain 

perdition into tlic depths of the Kirghiz steppe::; 1dthout 

triul and inquiry. 

In the name of our elementary rights as human 

beings, as citizens, anC:. as so·;ialists , we protest in the 

most C.ecisive mannBr against the moral and physical violence 

prepetr-ated on us . 

We derr.and: 

1. An unbiased investigation through 11 s;>ecial 

ccm.-:iissionet' of all the events of March 14, and of the I::!Orning 

of A.pril 1. 

2 · An examination of all those who were sent out, 

arrestet:. or suffered violence on the morning of April 1, t.n<! 

the open trial of those resporui:l~hi. 

3. The suspension of our exile from Orenbur-g and 

of our ten Com.re.des from Aktiubinsk until the conclusion of 

the inquiry . 

4 · The stoppage o:r exile to places l lcking the 

elementary cone.itions of settled civilized life and re!:!ot e 

from Pailrc1'do, ... s wPll as the stop;.11.ge o! exile of sick 

ane fecbl() persons withou t 11. pre li1:11nary examination by i::. 
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cedical comcission. 

e. The immediate issuance of the proper orders 

urgently by telegraph . 

April 12 , 1 923 

Oren burg 

Political Exiles: 

( Signatures) A. Kti.plan 

R . Bogorad 

Id . Bogorad 

D. Liberova 

V . Besrutchko 

I. !t!o.chaev 

V. Ke.plan 

L. G:ranovsky 

K. Ponotchevna.va 

l1r"--------~~:;;.~i:,.;i..,;~~· G. Vercho vri ky 

ll . Shoyenson 

p. Ko l o tu f:l!Jk i n 

J. Frurnjn 



THi '!'ilT or THIS Li!TiR O:t OProSIT~ PAOI 
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lfe, t he under s i gned polit i ca l exile!:I in the Akt iubin :Jlr: 

rovinc e , dere&.nd t hat t he responsible offi c ial s o! t he Or e nburg, 

t the Kirghiz a nd t he Aktiub insk departl:'.ent s of the "G.P.U. • be 

ade l i able bef o r e the law and h an ded over to justice !or thei r 

penly l a'l.•l ess actions towar ds u s . 

We lived as political exi les in the city o! Oren bu:rg . 

On Apr il 1 , or thi s year, the Orenburg and the Ki r ghiz departments 

of the "G . P . U. " exilE,d us to the Aktiubinsl; p!'ovinco. At the same 

time t he local Orenburg "G. P . U. " sont i:in order forbidding the 

seven social-democ rats a r.1on g us t o hol d posi t ions in the govern

ment s e r vi c e . 'le dec l ared ou r p r otest against this unlawful 

nea sure t o t he "G. P . U. " of the !'."irghiz Republic whi ch , agreeing 

tha t t he order of the l ocal "G.P · U. " was unwar ranted and unlawful, 

announced t hrough the asoist ant chief Bartashevitch that this 

or de r had been annuled by i t. 

However, when we arrived in Akti ubinok, it appeared that 

the assur1:1.nces of the Kirghiz "G. E'.U." were but vicious l ies 

and t hat t he f o r mer order remained in foroe · 

Three ot u s, s o c ialis t-revclut ioni!.lts , were permi t teQ 

to enter th~ ::::ervice of t he sovi et and other est ablishments . Dut 

on account ot t he pre s :o>ura exer ted by the chief of the Aktiubinsk 

"C . P.U. " on the variou s C.epartmento, t he possibility o f r emaining 

i n the service of t he sov iet and other public institution s was 
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in reality eliminated. 

Exclusion !rom public service is a violation or our 

civil rights. Political exiles are not deprived o! these rightn 

e;nd are not limited in them according to u.e law. The organs or 

tbe "G-~ P. U. H have no right to establish such limitations. Tbe 

eeliolutions to that effect or the Orenbur g and Aktiubinsk 

•G.P.U.~ are nothing but acts of the most brutal adr.iini~trat.ive 

violence and a direct r.iocker;v ot the fundamental laws of the 

Soviet Government itsel!. 

All of us, ten persons, were exiled by a reso l ution or a 

special coZlll!ission o! the Commissariat of the Interior to the 

Orenliurg province or the city of Orenburg. The Kirghiz and local 

"G .P. U." moved us to the Aktiubinsk province, viciously perverting 

the decree of the Central EJ:ecutive Committee of the Union 

according to which the right to pass sentences of exile and to 

fix the destination, and consequently to change thh de$tination, 

is exclusively entrusted to e. special co:nmiss1on of the Co:::miis!l

ariat o! the Interior and of the Presidium of the Central EJ:ecutiv, 

Comir.itt8e-. 

The Aktiubinsk "G.P.U." has 1Jcattered us throughout the 

obscure corners of the Aktiubinsk province, such a!l the villages 

or Kous-Istek and Irghiz, lost in the Kirghiz ::itcppe, about 150 

versts tram a railroad, Life in these places, a fter being 

deprived of the right o! entering the yublic service, holdc 

out to ua a direct menace ot death !rom starvation. 

'Je recolutely p:rotest against the brutal outrage of the 

Orenburg a.ncl Aktiubirisk a.Uthoritie::i. l!!.gainst this savagery 

Perpetrated upon socialist exiles, M;ainst the aim to exterl!linll.te 

us physico.lly by puttine; us in impossible conditions or existence. 
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'le del!l and the s uspension of thn order burPine; U[.1 fro!!! 

public oervice un~ our retur>n to t he ci ty of Or>o:iburz . 

,1.11ril 14, 1023. PoUticul Exiles : +) 

(Si e:ni.tures) 

Duok1:1. 

b . Gu termann 

L . Ki nber> 

S . Pokr>ovsky 

E . Levinson 

U. Subelevitch 

U. Brt;.ude 

S . Pere tz 

t) Tto t P-nth mer.tber of tll c g t•oup,a '1o:;urn rultled A.Volkov t. , d i d 

not sicn t h i:::: ccmrnunication !ot' sol:'.e re a :'Jcn . '>he , how c ver>, 

shn~·e( th. Cu. t o of t h e: !'e ut o f 1.c r cc::;r udo:::: . 
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HUNGER STRil4'.l!:S .+) 

On January 26, 1922 , a group of ai:!archists in the 

Ktsselnaya Prison, in ~1oscow , declared a hunger strike . They 

dei:ianded either to be given an open trb.l or to be perl!l.itted 

to leave the conntry . On the third da:1 of the strike, on 

January 30, these anarchiots were transferred to another 

prison, on which occasion they were subjected to physical 

violence. Three of their number (G.K.Askareff, the Secretary 

of the Russian Section of the Anarcho-Univers!l. l isto and 

di tor of their Journal, the "Uni versa!"; S . ~ . Sti t zenko and 

IJ . V. Simtchin} sentenced to two years concentration camp in 

Severo- Dvinsk, were taken to Archangelsk, together with 17 

other anarchists who did not participate in the hunger strike 

and who had been sentenced to the concentration ca.r.ip and 

exile in Archangelsk; Askareff, Stitzenko and Simtchin declared 

that they would continue their hunger ntrike, which they did . 

n.e guards itccompe.nying them telegraphed several times en route 

to the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission (the TchE!ka), 

in!orming the latter of the situation. Arriving in Archange l sk 

the pr1Fioner2 were sent to th e headquarters of the local 

Tcheka where eXat'!ination of the accou;panying official papers 

di3closed the h.ct th11.t there ho.Ii been Ciled two sentencei; 

+) ThiD letter from the Archangelsk Concen t ration Camp was 
published. in the centra l organ or the Russian Social· 
Del.'locra tic Labor Party, the "Socialist Vestnik• , llo.15 , 1922 . 
It reveals come or the ear l h~r hiotory of the s~cal led 
Hot•thern Concentration Campo which are described more 
fully in Fart One of this book . 
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ll.ga1nst ell.e h or the three hunge r ::itrikers (Askaretr, Stitzenko 

and Simtchin). The 1\ll- Rus;.iian Tcheka had sentenced them t o 

the concentration c amp in Severo-Dvinsk, while the t.;oscow had 

:it the saoe t ime o:t-de l'ed theo t o be sent to the Archangelsk 

camp. It was already tho nin t h day or the hunger strike and 

the men could hardly stti.n d on their feet . They were thrown 

into a s l eig!:. , with the the r mometer> ohowing 25° below zero, 

and sent t o the''distributi on point" ( which is also t he 

concentration ca.'!lp) and thel'e l eft for hou!'s in the colC. . For 

oou;e r eo.son t he Di lltribution Point r e fused to receive theo , 

and t he:t we!'e ordered back to the Tcheka where they were 

again left out in the cold (no l ess than h::.lf an hour) . Then 

t he :r we!'e sent to the hospital. Withi n a fe w hours , upon the 

re rus<.. l of t he mtln to acc<?pt medicul aid .. they were again pu t 

in the r;leig h and retur-ned t o the 1.£h.!t~· The next day they 

were t c.ken in the satie s l.Gtgh to the ccncentration caz.p and 

ther e pl a ceC. in the genera l barracks . Within t wo day!:! t he:t 

wet"e 11.sc.in trv.n!lferrce to the concentration camp hos;ii t al . 

On thtl sixteenth day or the hunc;er strike Simtchin 

wa:i att acked by convu lsionr.i. The Commandant came then and 

stated thc.t he had received a t elegram !rom the Superintendent 

or the Tchcko. concentrll.tion camps, a certain Ketznelson, of 

i .. oacow. In his t e leg r am Katznelson offered the men t o terir.inate 

their- hunger :JtI"ike ti l l his arrival , in view ot the fact 

thet he h11.d b eon elven authority to settle the whol e tJatter 

to everybody's satisfaction . The men con aented conditio nally, 

but derz:cnded t hr.t tile C:i..-::p Ad1r.inist r a t ion pUt Katznel~on ' 3 

otf1ir i n ;·rr i tin g. It took from t he e"'ening till 1 P.~;. ot 

the next day befol'C the paper was prcpv.red: on February 13, 
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on the seventeenth day ot the hungeI' stI'ike, the latteI' 'lftl.3 

t er:dnatod · The medical statf ot the hospital exerted themselves 

in a t ouching nanner in behal t ot the men, giving t hem the 

best ot care 1 and soon they began to imp!'ove . 

lhen Super.i ntendent i;atznelson arPived he did not 

show hiosel t t o the p!'isoneN;, and when called upon by them he 

pretendod to know nothing ot the matter . Upon being t~cod with 

the otticial "paper" he decl!l.~ed that he ~rnuld oake telegraphic 

inquiry ot the Tcheka . Convinced of the uselessness ot e.11 

these excuses, Askareff and the others began their second 

hunger stI'ike on March 3, which pI'oved ot terrible ettect upon 

their consti tations not ~·et :recoverell from the first hunger 

str"ike. Already on the first day all of thco had a high 

te:::perature. On the third day Stitzenko showed a temper"ature 

ot .:,o0 , nnd he becamf..' deaf, On the tour"th day Askar"eff &. l so 

had a tecpcrnture of 40°, he suffered convulsions, turned blue 

and cold, a.nd. for a tice seomed almost dead. The pr-i.:ion 

ad.::iinistr&.tion, becoming alarmed, ordered the 1:1cdical start to 

li:it Askarotf among the contagious cases , so thc.t in case of 

his death it could be officially reported that he died not from 

huneor but from some contagiou!J disease, in all PMbahility 

typhus. 

About this tine there was received a telegram from 

the All-Russian Tchck.a to the effect that the sentences of 

A:ikar"eff and the o thers had been set aside, that they were 

to be put on trial t:.:td should therefore be oent to l:oocoll. The 

hunger" Otr"ij;e ol'!i:> t hen or courue terminated . After having 

aoe.ewhat recupt>rated in the hospital, the prlooner s were 

t ranofcrre•l to uouco<f where the~ were placed in the •inner 
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prison" (of tte Tr:heka). Upon their threat to begin u new hunge r 

strike they 9/ere tran3ferred on .April 1. to the Kisoelnaya 

Prison from which they had been reooved two months previously. 

The story o! the other 17 trans!erred !l.Darchists 

is as follows· In Archangelsk thoy 'll'ere sent at night fro?D the 

railroad station to the Tcheka, arriving the1•e tired, half 

frozen and hungry. The Commandant o! the Tcheka wanted to nend 

seven of th e ir• nuober away illliilediately, to some unknown pli:.ce. 

i'he pri3onern declared that they would refuse to be moved till 

~orning. The Commandant drew h12 revolver and threatened their 

lives, but that proved of no avail. The prisoners refuoed t c 

sive their n ames, and the Commandant could there fo re not select 

the seven men he needed. In the morning all the seventeen "Kere 

tc.ken to the concentration camp, where they were divided into 

three groups and placed in separate barr acks. 

The Archangel::ik concentration cfl.mp consisto or 20 

barracks, six of "'hich ape occupied by prieoners. The barracks 

are long buildingc, each about 140 feet long, containing two 

rm'o of double benches placed one on top o f the other . In these 

bn.f'racko there a.re.c::-cwded up to five l.undred per::rnns, but ju~t 

now the barracks contain (owing to r>educed "loading") 100. to 

150 t1en each. They all lie on the bare boards: there are no 

i:uttresses, pillows or bl!inkets. The p l ace is alive with verr.in: 

tt,e fir•::it thing that struck: the ne?T arrivals was the sight 

ot scarce or naked pri!:loners carerully picking lice of their 

underwear . Dirt, cockroaches ana lice constant l y tall !rorn the 

upper bencheo on the lo'.·1cr right on the oleepers below . On 

the whole , the upper places are to be prefer red, 11.lso because 

it is warmer there, a l though the barracks are general l y 

tol erably well hu1.tcd and the inmates do not cot1plain ot CC" l d. 



- 133 -

Every new ar:-ival is subjected to a t horough search, 

being complet e ly undres:::ed, 0xc.min ed all over, and so on. All 

the belongingo ot the prisoners, such ai:i underwear , clothing, 

rioney , little mirror:::, etc . , ara t nkcn trom thel!l, to be tur ned 

over to the stock r oou . They are permitted to keep on l y one 

change ot underwear . These who hii.ve, tor'· instance, both shoes 

and fe lt boots, or an overcoat and a tu-:- half- coat , l:lay reta in 

only one or the t hings . Even the apparel with which the A.11-

Rus!lian Tcheka ho.d supplied the anarchists were here taken 

away !roe them in spite o! all their prote:::to . The things a re 

supposed to co to the s t ock room . But between 2 and 3 o'c l ock 

011 the same night the anl.i.rchists heu.ra. a grou;:; or overseers 

go t o the stock-roo~ anG the."e beEin to oort the things . The 

anarchists r a ised a cry, and the ke~per::: retreated in confusion , 

ex;ilaining tha t they intended only to examine the things o.t;o.in . • 

Tt:e population of t htJ camp is rni:,de u;;i of Kron::; t ndt 

and To.mbov j)ri:wners , of Wr o.ngel and Savinkov l!len, and a 

considerable nul!lber o! Tcheki:::tJLcome t o g rief. The re!:'lo.rkable 

peculiarity of the canp consi:;ts in the !act that the prisoners 

serve as their 01tn guo.rds, mo.no.ge all the affairs o! the 

institution and kee p up a most cl:'uel reg:ine . The re is no po.id 

sta!! in the camp. All tJ.e pooitions, comyri cing those o! 

keepers , overseers, c lel'kS, employees o! the gener11.l adnini

stration, o! the hos;iital, the education:i.l de;i?:.. rti::ent, and 

including even the Mficting Ccm::'lo.nduntu, arc filled by ;irisoner:i, 

::io3tly rrom the nul!lber or the 1.£1!~~· The L:e!:lbers of the 

ttcl.ministro.tion have [cathcrec'. tt:cir bed so well there thnt 

sone or theti ;irefer to retain their positions aftei> cc::iplcting 

t heir sent ences or receiving a pardon. That •a.s the case •ith 

Oyia (educated as a iurist, !o:>r.:ierly Cbi e ! of the f1>,::ibov Toheka, 
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sentenced t c be shot !or colossal the!ts o! diamonds and 

other robberies, his s0ntence later changed to 25 years 

service in the cs.mpl, the Actin g Co:wandant, the engineer 

:losa.tchcnko and others. 

Thv.t such a regime cun be maintained is due to the 

presence o! the many _Tchek,! men and to the :!lor:i.l degradation 

i;.nd corruption which the great majority or the pri~onerz have 

rallen 1nto-'1o:re correctly, have been roroed into . Comparatively 

t:ost decent have remained the Kronste.C:.t me n, but or their 

original nur.iber or 5,000 sent to the Archangelsk cacp there 

have rer::ained, it is said, e.rter one year Only l,500 persons. 

And ~·et they were a young and e~ceptionally strong and heal thy 

re.ea. The inmnte1~ of the cv.mp hitve lost all:lost all semblance 

or humanity. They are absorbed by the cne thought or sel:r

preservation by means of gaining the good will o:r the 

authorities and thus ::iecurinr; the position o:r an overseer or 

!lo:ne good wo rk. The surest and quickest ltay or "standing in" 

with the adi:iinistration ir. tn turn spy. As a relli.:lt, all of 

tbeI?; - pri!loners , overseers and the higher o:rUcial!l ~ are 

tusy syying on each other. On the aver-age there are (the 

Eoluheviki keep statistic!l on every subject) twenty reports or 

siiies every day . Nothing, not a single word spoken, is hidden 

!ram the authorities. There is no atteu:pt in the ca!ilp at 

organisation,o.utual help, ::JOlida!'ity or united struggle. The 

female pri::ioners - !omerl:.r of the aristocrac:.r and the 

intelligentsi a _ give themselves to an;f overseer at his !irst 

detill.lld , without protest or resistance . 

According to the inmate J, the '!'egime or the camp 

has become incot:Jpat'atly nore tolc!'ablc, the punishments fewer 

and the treatment rc.orv decent after the prison had been 



- 135 -

investigate<! by a CCm!'!!i::ision a,>pointed at the instit;ation or 

the ~"Red Gross." Yet the !allowing fact throws light on the 

character or the exio.;ting descipline . \1hen the anarchists 

arriveC., tht> ~easant Glebov, or Vologda , ·ho kne\11 them and who 

had been imprisoned together with them before , tried t o attract 

their 11.ttentianby knocking on his window and shouting. For this 

he was put into the punishnent cell for t· rc weeks and afterwards 

sent to Choluogori to hal':1 labor . 

In the morning ell the priconers n:ust line U¥ !or 

the count and ut t he g iven :>ignal sing the "Intern11.tion11l" . 

Before the investigation the singing or the "lnternetional" 

was obligatory, but now thu priooner::i a'"'e not forced to sing. 

Yet failure to :;ing is considered evidence o! unrepent an ce end 

counter-revolutionary obstinacy . After the song the prisoners 

are !orn::ed into grcups o! ten for work wi thin the car.:.p. These 

are selected from the he a lthy and clad inae.te:;; . II.any go about 

in such re:gs that even the authorities do not consider it 

possible to send them out into the cold . <i.efusal to work is 

punished with the dark cell. 

The prisoners receive te a three times c. d11.y, with 

three ounces of sugar-. Dinner con::iiots of soup made of scn:c 

!ish , while for supper io given kasha ( gruel) of wheat or rice, 

pre.,1.1.red 11" ith !at (import&d) . The produ ct::: are of good quality; 

the food: is not only eutc.ble but pala.tablr> , but there is not 

enough or it. Previou::: to the investigation, the de..ily bread 

I"ation cons i sted of one pound per- person; now 1 t has been 

increased to 1.1. poun<i und a half · 

Soon after t!leir a.r-rivii;l the e.narchists dec l 1>red a hunger 

strike , putting forth the !ollowinc; demanas: t o be placed 

tiogether in 1.1. ::::eparute wing , to hv.ve their elec t ed staros t a. 
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(orficial spokesr.:un o! the group) recognised bi the authorities 

(in the camp the stat>osto. is appo1nted b~· the 116.m1nistrii.tion), 

to rei::ei ve books, pa,,e~s and i;.e.!'sonal apparels; per mission 

to associate with the women An 1<.rchists , and some o t her lesser 

demands. The hunger strike lasted eight days. The authoI'ities 

did nothing except to place arr.led guards besi"-e the hunger 

strikers. After' a while word ca11'.e fI'om the All-Russian Tcheka 

that the demands o! tt.e strikers concerne d ::.he internal 

1tanagement and ther•e!ore the matter was to te taken up by the 

local adr.,inistration . Assi;:;tan t 3uperi ntendent Lebedinsky 

11.greed to satist1 almos t all the demund~~ of t11e strikers 

excepting their r ight or a:::;sociution wi th the wome n. That 

question Lebedin s ky left to the decision of Kittznelson whc wao 

soon to arrive and who was expected to legalise the newly 

€:Coined rights. Whe n Ka t znelson ar.rived, he .refused to en l arge 

the p.rivileges of tt.e ana.rchists anO decla.reC. that he would not 

issue the legalising o.::-de.r, on the ground t hat the ana.rchists 

were to be sent to Cholr:iogo.ri, their J.l!'esence in the Archungel:::;k 

camp being only teraporary. Similar'ly Katznelson refused to 

release froi::. the cur.ip the an!irchi:::;ts ( Afanassiev, Kisselev, 

Altshuler a nd others) who had be en :::ent€onced not to the ce.mp 

but to exile . (Incident ally , ther-e arc eeinc>r-a ll:r cases where 

those sent to Arcliangelsk for exile, wi t h defini t ive instruction~ 1 
to that effect, a.re imprisoned in thEJ ca'l",pl . 

Thun the eight-day hunge:r ;:;trike proved of no avail, 

a,d t he anarchists !~ ce d the question whe.t to undertake in the 

oi tuation. Then the 1.o~_cn ana!'Chists forced their wa~· into the 

lllai n cell of their me.le comrades in o!'c!er to consider ~oifl t 

aetion in the matter- The authorities :::cnt fo:- the guards who 
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used violence to pull the 'flOmen out of the cell . Sponte.neou~ly 

tnere bega n a neY1 hungel' f.ltr1ke, the cen i i:tre€:Gi e.t el:t throwing 

tt<eir bread a nd other food out of the cell, as a prote0t e.gidn st 

the brutality tow1.u•<1 the wo~en . iii thin a !evr days the wo:iien 

,ere at night transferred to 1.1.nother prison - the liouse of 

correction. The circuu;stancez of the t ransfer were such that 

the women felt convinced the~· were being taken to execution . 

fheY threw of! their u;::.per clothing in orde!' that the ei:ecutiol'llJ 

oight not possess themselvec o f it. Five of the hunger s t riking 

!llen were taken from their cell at n ight, subjec t ed to violence 

and sent o n a cart to Cholm.ogori . These five we!'e : Karusik , 

Lukin, Tarasi uk , Si l ayev, a nd !.:okhov. They conUnue<l their 

hunger strike duri n g th.e t ransfer and upon their e:rrival a t 

the new place . Th{! women grew so we ek !rom the second hunger 

strike tha t on the fifth day they wero tre.ns!erred to the c !l.mp . 

Soon Katzn c lson appeared there and declared that all the 

!llarchists, both t he !llen a!ld the wol!len, wou l d be sent to 

Cl:ol:nogori and t hat t here t hey flOUld be pla ced in a separ11.t e 

wing wi th full autonor.iy and all their demcnd::i uatisCied . The 

woi;ien consented. Then Ki:. tznolson sugBeoteC. that thei send one 

of their number as a d(llegate t o t erminate the hungel' nt rike 

11.t Chol':logor-1 1 bec1$.uSe - a>J he correctly ':_ssumeo:! - the 

J)risonerr.; there wou l d give no credence to the co:::nr.unicnticn of 

the authorities. The hunger str>ike was stopped on the Gi:z:th 

or seventh day, but the women delegate 111.1.s not c a lled for and 

tho ndmini3tration acted very ambiguously . Then the wo!!len 

began the third hunger otrike. They we re trani:i!erred ( 'Pfith 

the eiception o! L.Altohuler who !ell o1ck as a reault ot 

l ong hunger) t ogether with the r ell".ain ing men to Cholomogcri. 

llo tiews has since bec:1 r eceived f!'om there. 
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XOROL!!;llKO TO GORKY 

Deiir Alexei Maximovitchl +) 

I want to ahare my misfortune with you. hly youngel" 

daughter, Natalia, was marl"ied to a vel"y good !!Ian, F.onst&.ntin 

Iv:i.novitoh Liachovitch. He was very popular in Poltava, with 

the workingmon, too, who kne"' hir.i ::;i noe 1')05 yet. He 1·111.s an 

old revolutionist, ~1as forced to seek refuge ubroad in the 

years of Ree. ction, and lived in France in Toulouse where he 

ctudied in the University. Then he returnee:: to Russia. Here 

again he was subjected to persecution un der the regime of 

tt,e Hatman++}, and was exiled by the Gerraans to Bres t - Li tovsk, 

upon the instigation o! the local authorities of course.After 

the Revolution in aermany, he returned to Ruso;ia and wv.s 

elected to the Soviet bj' the workingmen. We ll, you know that 

noir l'le have a "dictatorship of the proletariat", whjch consiots 

ot this, that the rei;resentativeo of the proletariat must 

speak under the dictation of Communists, Liachovitch did not 

belong t o the "obedient sheeptt and frequently spoke the bit t er 

truth to the authorities, i.e., he voiced just that for which 

he wa::J elected b:;• the workingmen. lfe was a l:'.enshevist social

damocrat, i.e., he said the very things that Lenin now inscribes 

:In decrees. So , naturally, he was arre:::ted, I w~rned the 

President of the •rcheka" thut he was suffering from heart-

1isea,'le and that thyphus would be futal to him, and the prison 

•aa thoroughly satur>a t ed wi th typhus . Thut very thing hc.ppened. 

:)--Thi;- 1€tter to !Jaxim Gorky (Al~xei l:laxiir.ovitch Peohkov) fro1:1 

his life-long friend Vl1uUmir ".¥.orolenko wao publ13hed 

t + ) ~~~~!~e~k~~;~a~;~;: ~~:o;~~~~s~~~!~r~ul~~ ~~r~~; Ukraine in 

19 18, undeI' the Gerir:an cilit!!.ry occupation. 
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l!e contracted it by contagion , and we buried him on liarch l7 . 

One wants to ask : Why did an honest man, a sincere 

revolutionist perish'? Was it fo r that ~hich Bol3hevism ic now 

beginning to embrace , no~1, th1:1.t it may already be too l ate'l 

History •wil l son:e day take note of the fact that the Bolshevist 

Revol ution has t.reated genuine revol utionists and social ists 

wt th the san:e means a3 the Czari st re~ime, i . e,, through pure 

gendar1:1ery methods . 

Whe n I ack myself the :i_uestion: "Why has there belen 

hitherto no social revo lution not only in our country but 

nowhere else?" I a.ns...,er it as follow3: "A social revolution 

would be the highest :nenifestation of ju ~ tice . " For it cuch 

a sense of justice is required from which we are as yet far 

removed . In Europe elements of it a l reedy exist. They ha ve 

alr-eady lea rned to take into account the opinion o f the 

majority. There it would be considered 11.n obvious absurdity 

to say that a ma n can be f orbidden to express his opinion.Here 

this is a fact . At tho time when the conntry needo the highest 

exertion of ciental and mora l !oI"ceil , she ic forced to b e oilent . 

Once , some three ye11.rs a go, I was invited to ::iake a 

speech at a certain village . I said what was on my a ind, and 

fLfterwards 11. sailor said to r.ie: ''You know, if you had said 

that on our front , ypu would not escape llith your li!l:! • A 

People which thinks of its rights in such termc is still tar 

!t'om the order of the highest justice . It still has a great 

deal to lea.rn from tho~rn whom it has proclaimed contei:-.ptible 

~ainers and traitor!'>,+) such as the leaders ot Gsrmun 

t ) Thi•· is a reference to Lenin' s invectives again:-.it the 
Doci'e.list le1>ders of Western Europe who disagr eed vi th him 
e.s to the social revolution . 
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socialism like Kuu tzky . And instead we a s i:iumed the leadership 

o! the world r evolution. Is it a ny wonder the.t we committed 

such mlstakce whic h ohcw only hO'.'I not to make a social 

:revolution •... 

Now I wish you ull t he best. A happy journey, as I 

heard y ou are leaving to take the cure . East wishes . 

You:r 

!WROLE:NKO . 

June 29, 19 21. 



TEXT OP' THIS LiTT.U Oft' lt'EXT PAGE 



- 141-

f H E R I G H T 0 F D ?: F E N C E. + ) 

Behind pri son bars, we onl y now have the opportunity 

of bcco:ning acquaint ed with the stenogruphic records published 

by the Executive Co:ru:iittee of the Communist Int ernational of 

the joint sesuion of the executive committeei; o! the three 

Inter nationals . On page 54 , o! the Russi an edition o! the 

rt!Cords, is conta ined the following asse-:-tion o! K. Radek : ".!! 

15 tI'lle . we a re barbarianc but our prisoners have the right 

to choose their own public defenders . " 

Without disputing the !irst part of th,!:; a.ssertion, we 

conaider it neces!lary to ascurc you categorically that it s 

second part completely f ai l o t o corres.,ond with the ! acts . And 

t hat in our own particular case in which the ... Supremo Prosecutor" 

Kl'~·lenko de:?la nded death sentences, we were not per:;;itted to 

choose def enders a ccording to our wishes nor to call witnesses 

en our side and to re· exa!!!ine in court those d~rk charac ters 

ll'hoee "evidence" signed by nobody p l ayed a pt1rt in the case. 

Our case was "tried" by the Supreme Revolutionary 

'?ribunal of the Central £xecutive :::omn:.ittee on Apri l 21 , lt1s t 

yea?", without defence, without anx examinat.ion o! witnesses, 

and the •sentence" i s a l ready known to the readers of the 

'Socinlist Ve::itnik ' . 5 yeei;rs o f solitary con!inec:ent in y rison, 

pl us col!lpulsory labor . 

t.ioscow , ?.1a:1 B, 1922 

(Signatures) E. VASSILIEV 

PETER PETR~NKO 

;,. . LOCK)';!UllAN 

P . lllELSI TOV 

Sentenced in Connection with the Cnse o! the Donetz Co:ncittee 

ot tlie Russian socic.1-0e:noorntic Lc.bor Party. 

:J"ThJ.;-~h~l1cnge trom a Soviet pri son to Karl Radek , the 

~~r~~s~~~~:;:~c~t o~h: iio~!" !~;1!~~:~n~~i~~~! t~~n:~: ~~:~r~~le 
exiotence , has as tar as we know 11evel' been tat.ell up at Moscow. 
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A SOLDitR OP TP.E REVOLUTION . -+) 

I, a wo1•1':ing~an by origin, a former communist, a 

volunteer in the Red Ar:ny !rom 1918 to 1922 i~clusive, 

s;rrested in the city of 11aryupol, the Province of Don, on Ju l :,r 

30, 1923, and !o!' foU!' J:Jonths have been i n the prisons o! the 

Union awaitinB my !u. te . I am charged with art icles 57 , 61, 66, 

70, and 72 of the C!'irainal Code . The in<,ui!'y into ir,y c ase is 

finished and the mate!'ial is in the "G.P.U." in !...oscow, unde!' 

Uo.87, of the Archangelslt Section of the "G . P . U. " In addition 

to the evidence and decla!'ations which I submitted to the 

"G . P.U.", I also sent a statement in the fcrm of a letter to 

L. I . Kalinin, the President of the All-Ru::;siti.n Central Executive 

Com.':littee on Se,;t.13 , explii.ining the substv.nce of the cal:le :'.l.nd 

e.sking him to give his attention to this net of violence. 

Whatever hin answer nay be, I bog you o. lso to intervene in the 

case and to see to it that it should be handled a cordin g to the 

lew, and if that is i:npossible, to appeal to the press pointing 

out that such a thing should not be per::i itted, o! communists 

app lying punitive measures to wor king!!len of d if fe ring belief3, 

!J.y case originated as follO'l.'S: After my discha!'ge f rom 

the Red A"!'mY in August , Hl22 , I as a co".l:::iUnist entered the 

service of the Archangelsk Section of the "G . P . u . •, holding u. 

~inor position until Oecenber . Realizing that I, a workingraan 

and soldier of the Hevolutio!l (who shoul d strike the enc::iy in 

+ ) The author of this letter ls a t:,ipic a l con of the Russian 

Revolution. A self-educated 1wr:tingman, Alexander Novikov 

assimilated. in his o"lln way the ideas or the Revolution. The 

~open Lettern which caused his arrest will be found in the 

Ap;iendh:. to Pa':"t Two of this volume · 



the open) should not bo doing Cain ' s •11ork of strc.ngling tte 

working c lo.as, I left the "G. P . U." o:f m:r o" n :free will !l.Dd at 

the same tirne 1 left the Russi an Communist P1..rty, which fa.et I 

declared in 11.n open lette:r addressed to the p:ress a.nd to the 

'.:entrnl Committee of the Rus!lian ColIUllunist Party . It was not 

publishod , but according to a note in the pc.per "Voln!l.", I ;vas 

thrown out of the Party as an "unfit element", In Archangelsk 

I spent four more: conths, until April :w, 192!::, serving as a 

clerk in the Financial Department, but at the insistent demand 

ot the Centrol Committee I was discharged by the Cor.llllission 

in charge of the "comb-out" and excluded from the Trade union, 

and all the Coors to ·11orl< or e position were shut tot' me. l"y 

pretests were only a voice in the desert . On account or the 

persecution:.-; I -,.,ent to !daryapol where I lived until my arrest. 

(My letter Wll.:'.l pub l ished in the "Socia l ist Vestnik", in Ger~.1:.ny, 

!lo . 12, tor July, 1923, with an introduction by Dc.n entitled, 

'Eyes Are Opening." ; 

During the search in my place , r.:ianuscripts were ti:.ken 

away from me which served as the material for the chc.rges 

agein$t me . They were my personal note::i on the c;,ueotionf< ot the 

day in Soviet Russia, my imprescions during the Rcvolu tion and 

generally MY views,- all this I h!!.d written down tor myself, 

as meraoran:ia for the future. In these, not be-ing limited hy 

the censorship and the severity o! the laws, I called things 

by their real names , i.e. , I criticized thooe actions o! the 

bolsheviks during the Revolution which I considered epposed 

to the spirit or t te Revolution. 

In one o! my note.:;, under the t:Ule , ~uy Reminiscence:i : 

'.¥here in the Soviet l'owet• i c Bo.d"' in a detai led deocription 

ot f acts and ni;,• vic1rn of them, I wro t e t hat "the tri a l of the 
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Socir.list-Revolutionists wl>.ich took place in ll:oscow has been 

staged e..nd put up at the OJ:Pcnse of the "G.P . U." for the public 

opinion of Russia and of foreign countries." I was asked in 

the "G.P . U." how I could ·11rjte such a thing i;.nd how I knew 

about it? I replied that I wrote for ir.yself and I wou l d answer 

tor the truth o! my writing before my own con!Jcience, as I had 

no intention of publ ist1ing wha.t I had written, i:.nd that was 

not obliged to give anybody an account of the ::iources of the 

tli.ruth!ulness of my impres9ions . 

Thia is the basis for the charges made against me in 

acccrdi:.ncc with Article::i 61, 66, 70 and 72 . In addition, one 

o! the inportant incriminations i:<; my note- book whic h I 

preserve d accidentally, i::.nd in which the add resses or the 

adt:inistrative exiles in Archangelak, the Soci alist-Revolutionists 

e.nd the Zoc i al-Democrats, were entered by me for purposes 

connected with 11.'.J service in the "G .P. U.", as t1ell an a note 

to the e ffect tha t "Ivanov-Rinov is an e.gent-provocat&ur .• 

As to the purpose o f thes e note~i, I replied that I 

did not knO'R lvu.nov- Rinov, but that I had a ccident&lly met him 

when I entered the service o! ti".e Econor~ ic Council o f the 

province, ac we wore candidstes for t he s ur.e job. Whether he 

is an agent- provocateur or not, I did not know thiit I had no 

interest in it, u,nd that my note ·Ras made !l.ccidentttlly . All 

t his form::i the charge against me of being connected with and 

Part1cipa ting in counter- revo lutionary orga nizations 11nd 

disclo::iing secret::; of state, in accordo..nca with Articles 61, 

56 of the Crimin a l Code. 

I am further accused of conducting e.nt i- Soviet propa-

ganda, while worl: ing in tho Financial Depart51ent, among the 
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8::ip l oyees . What this i s based upon, I "ell kno" . Thi s is ull 

there is cubstantial l y in the indi c t ment in my case , as !ar 

as I know . I t i!l no ::iore und no l e:rn than revenge !or my 

speaking out openly and the baoic cause tor i t is T:J.Y "open 

l ettern , but lam not afraid of vengeance. Even as I am pure 

myself , so I desire all to always be pure and frank , and I 

would sound the trumpet::; o! Jericho, i! I had them, about this 

injustice, about the violation o! the fundamental rights or 

hUman liberties and, above all, or thought and per3onality. 

I never "us a slaveanc. never v;il l be. 

I want to pro.c l i:r.in that i n a · rree coun try where the 

worl:ing c l ass is supposed to be at the helm, where the news~ 

,:>apers br•and the bourgeoin covernmento o! E:urope, !er 

percecuting the workers and the com:iunist press and for 

Dll.intaining prfaons i:na. jails under a regir;:e or civil libErties, 

as ;:;edi~ve.l barbarism, cl11iming at the sa.:!le ti~e these liber-

ties e:i:ist in Russia, tha t here the worker is the master, the 

bearer or power, free t o speak what he will e.n<:. arr a nge hi s 

destiny ac he i:iay please a11d that he i .oJ per1:1itted everything 

and evon encouraged in bin thinking (but it ic only phrase~il. 

Suddenly, at the sane time, this workingcan 13 

seized, put in priSon, subjected to punish!:lent without a tria l 

an<:. investigation, outside o! the law and order. Vlhy? Onl~· 

be cause he , as the beare." or his authority, cpene<:. his !:louth 

which he thought the only revolutionary thing to do, and did 

i t honestly and openly, exercizing the right or a citizen to 

argue . You are punished because you think, because you 11.re 

interec&d in · ev,..nts one way or atiother , because you want to 

i:;et down your vlewr; on paper oince you are literate enough 
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alt hough net a ma.oter of thtJ word to 11.p~ear in the press, and 

you want your notes to serve you a::i re!!liniscenseu tor the future. 

Whet·e is tt.e logic of it? Is it possible that I will 

!;e forbidden to do tl':at too? And if you have a note-book whe r e 

you put down whatever you need, so a!:l not to trust your l.'lct::ory, 

such as address():; and notes, isn't that a part o! one's personal 

life, where the l!i.w does not touch you? \Hiether the cntl'ies 

were made fol' personal or service purposes, what is the di!fe-

i>ence, nobody has any business to pry into my note-book. Cleal' 

logic would seem to say all that, but suddenly one breaks into 

your i;eroonal l ife, your soul, into all that you had devoted 

;our mind to and that is deer tc you. 

One questions , does such unscrupulou sness in violating 

one's personal rights, cs,:ieci a lly where there a.re civi l Uber· 

tiez , exist in bourgeois co·intr•ies? Purha.ps the times ot 

llicholas I. can co;;ipare with (Obscure) Where, then, are the 

gains of the Revolution? Why iD one kept in prisOn? And a.m I 

then alone? There a.re t housands such as I. Unheard of, the i r 

voice does not ring out on the pa.e;a:J o! the Russian and Eul'.'open.n 

pres:;. Nobody in interested in them. At leunt I open my mouth 

but they have not done even that. They wel'a i:.lways slaves, and 

now they are beaten by tl1ose whose heart is cruel and 'll'hose 

t.ands are high ! 

llcveo.ber 27, 1923 

Archangelsk Prison. 

(Signed)AL~XANOER J.IATVEl':VITCH NOVlKOV 



GRAV! AND CHRO!lIC MALADIES. +l 

In Septeuber and October of 111st year we were arrested 
together with scores o! other col!lra des during the "O.P.U." 
campaign aimed at wrecking the Charkov orgi.:nization Of the 
sccial-democrat6 . After a more or 11;,ss .:ihort period, five of us 
were released, as suffering from grave and chronic maladies, 
under a ·written pledge of mutual secuPity and of our remaining 
in th e city. The five were, Ru.phuel Grigol'iev, A.l\olmskov, and 
I. Resul, a ll suff.,ring fl'Ol':l tuberculosis; V.Tcherke1rn, e.fflicted 
with heart-disease and sick pneui:wnia contracted in prison;and 
I.Voronitzyn, who wus loosing his eyesight. One of the five, 
Raphael Grigoriev, was arrested lfhile in the hospital or the 
Charl:ov Tuberc:i lar Institute and was released from prison after 
the of f ici a l interfere11ce of the Assistant Procurator of the 
Ukr&1 ll. iU'IReJ;>Ub lic 1 Maker. Two of the others who are now in 
prison• N, Ti tensky and A. Fomitchev, were released 11,t the moment 
the case v.' !loS about closod 11,nd the remaining priiloners a bou t to 
be exiled to Turkest an. 

On the night of April 3 to 4, of this ye ar, all o f 
the undersigned were again arrested on a n OPder o f t he no. P .u. w 
and ono of the agents of the "G . P . U. w announced to u:; t he 
tollowing sentence pasued by a special council of the Comm isea-
riat ot the Interior: ~Imprisonment for three years in the 
A.rchangelsk Concentrution Cll?llp." 

-t) This co~unicat1on W!LS ad<lreased to Skrypnik, the Procurator o! the Ukrainian . Govi(;t Republic, iind a sign<id C.uplicu.te to the chief of the ttQ.P.U.", !Unntzev. 



- 148 -

:rhe passing administrative l y of a sentence which 

condemns most of us to certain perdition has firmly convinced 

us that the Government has decided to exterminate us physically, 

but at the :Jame time l ack::i the courage to assume the responsib

ility fol' it openly. 

We hel'eby infoM:l you that on April 4 "e declared a 

hungel'-strike which we announced in the corresponding statements 

to the Chief or the "G . P.U,• l.tant zev, and the President of t?i.e 

UkrWJian Scvi et Rep ublic, Petrovsky . 

ll'e address ourselves to you aa to the representative 

of Justice, inviting you to investigate our cases 11.nd if 11.ny 

dement or crime be !ound in them, to put us all on trial. We 

know but too well the severity o! the punishmentr; fixed by 

the,existing criminal code, especially with regard to so-called 

counter--revolutionary crimes, but we prefer the wost severe 

sentenc e pa:J:J ed by an open court trial to the lightest a.d.'llin-

istrative punishoent. 

If, bowever, there arc no data justifying ;rou to vut 

us on trie.l and the Qovet'nment can fight us only by means of 

utra-jUt>idical rueasures, i .e., b~· meenll essentially opponed 

to the law, then we have the right t o demand J'rom you guarantees 

safeguc.rdin g our lives, our health, tJ; nd a minimum o! civilized 

life . We consider it necessary to communicate to you the 

conditions on which we Clln end the hung~r strike: 

I. It will be immediately suspended if the a"-miniatra

tiv11 sentence indicated should be annulled and we shoul"- be 

Officially informed that our oane i:J to be tried in court. 

II. The accept!!.nCe o! the administrative l'epressive 

etntence pa:i!;ei!. on us lH' make subject to the following conditions 
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l. A me d ic ti. l exa:ni n a t iOll t ~ asc e r ta in whether oui:-

11ealth pcrl:lit s a long t l'ip and l i ving in a climati c zone ·ror ::ie 

tllen that of Cha:rKov . 

2 . I he gr-1:1,nting to t hooe who desire it the righ t to go 

ab r oad and the leaving us free in Chc.t>kov until we secure the 

pr oper visas . 

3 . None of the sick a:nong us should be confined in 

prison or in e. co ncentration camp . 

4 . Those or us round by the l!ledica.l exal:liners to be 

unwell should be exi l ed to y l aces not requil'1ng a long trip, 

climatically not in!erior to the Che.rkov zone, and to points 

where the s;rste:natic assistancrn of expert physicians ct..n be had . 

5 . Tha trip to exile together with OUl' ral:lilies should 

be rt1ade at the e7.penoe or the state, without taking the ordinary 

i:rison-to-prit:on route . 

6. The granting us of a l!l.Onth ' s time to settle our 

itrtaire. 

7 . The 1m.::iediate release of al l of us upon our- :::utual 

pledges or or upon the p ledge of our- reprcset:t.ative !or all . 

Thi::: is the mininrnlll of our detr.ands. We re nlize but too 

Well that every day of the hunger-strike brings the mejorit:,r 

or us neal'er to the fa. t i: 1 end. 

But we also tc.ke into con::iidoration the !~et that the 

notol'iOu:J Archangelsk conccntrtition cam ps on the Wh1te Sea 

t hrea t e!l us ·.1ith iYlevitable ru i !l . 

We prefer without heni t ation death from a hunger- strike 

in pri son in t he capita l o! the Ukrto.inian Soviet Republic to 

slow extinc t icn 1.n t: cc!lca!ltrntion camp modestly hidden away 

i n a pern icious C::ark ccrner . 
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We huve 1111.rned you, Mr. Procurator, or thC' choice we 

hAVe made anl~ the decioion we lirt1l:1 11.dopted . We hi..ve ulno 3iven 

this w11.rnin;; to the Centr<:.l !!:xecutivc Comn:ittec of the Ukrdnil.;.n 

Soviet Rqiublic em'. lo the "O.P.C.", e.nd ull ren;ionsibility 

be!ore the RUflsio.n un;;l lntern c.tionul J)i'Olcto.riat for our livcG, 

health e.nl the r~tc of our fi:.milies vrill lull with ... 11 its ~1e i r;h t 

on the Soviet Government . 

Che.rkov, Apri 1 5 1923 (Si gnio.turcnl: I . Voronitzyn 

Raphael Grir,oricv 

A. l{oloakov 

I. Rosul 

t? . 'l'itanslr.y 

A. Fo;:iitchev 

v. rchi'rkeso. 
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HERE T I C A L S T U OEN T S .+) 

As a result ot our !utile demands to be tranaterred 

rrom t he criminals1 ward to that ot the political pritioners, 

(there were appeal!! to the Admini!ltration, the "G . P . U. •, and 

the Procuratorship), t hi ngs moved as tar as a n obstructive 

demonstration, wit h the smashing ot the eyeholes a nd window-

holes in the doors, etc. On April 30, titty students declured 

e. hunger-strike supported by a group ot prisoners charged with 

social-det'!ocratic activity. Atter six to seven days o! the 

hunger-strike, some ot the demands were satistied. 

In the night ot May 7 , the soc i a l-decoc r ate !Jalevsky, 

Savadsky and Khavinson received an orde r to proceed to Moscow. 

Indignan t over the tact that, in spite ot promises , they were 

being sent ott without warning, and exhtiu2ted by the hu'lger

strike whic h had just ended, they retused to go . They were 

dt-agged by torce during which operation b l t!bd streaced trom 

Maltvsky's t hroat all over the cell. This aroused the irnger 

o! the entire •politicaP corridor , which declared a new 

Obstl'\lctive demonstration and a hunger-strike o! one day as a 

Pretest. Up to 200 people par ti cipated i n it. The obstructionistf 

Were punished by being deprived ot their promenading houre 

l nd of any packages received tor them. This puni:ohment wasi 
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however, r emoved afterwards by Messing . For the damage to 

state property, for the qeconomic counter-revolution" , as 0119 

of t he prison funct i onaries put it, a huge bill was presented 

to the "hi r e l ings or the Engl ish bankers" •.. +) 

The examination conducted by investigator Kczhevnikcw 

who was sent here !rem Llcscow was very characteristic. The 

charges made were truly mythical: we are accused of belonging 

to some unexisting organization s , many or us !ol' participating 

in the activity or five or them simultaneously. The questioning 

is a !!le.re forma l ity. Kozhevnikov behave(] at the inquiries in 

the most offensive manner: He shouted, stamped his feet, 

addressed the prisoners familiarly with "thou", cursed . His 

i.:.'JUal epithets were wscoundrels", ~rascale" 1 "kidsn, "cilksops". 

!specially galling was his tr>eatment o r the women. He thre a tened 

with the Solovki which he def.lcribed as " a p l ace where they 

let the counter-revolutioniot.s' b l ood", and where recently six 

sociaLists had been shot. He inv1 ted several or us to become 

agents or the "G.P.u . ~, threatening in the event or a refusal 

"to make rur>ther ::::tudy impossible :lnd to m11ke life generally 

intolerable . • 

The results of such an "inquiry • were sentences 

Unheard or ror their cruelty. So tar fifty-six have bee n 

sentenced, forty-one con and fifteen women: 21 men and 7 women 

to concentration canp for three years, Z men 11.11.d l woman .-

tor two year-a, 6 men and 1 woman to elile f or three years, 

2 men and 6 wooen to exile !oi:> two years. 
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This crue l ty , an d one should bear in mi nd that the 

maJori ty or the prisoners are nmn- parti:Jan and many are 

absolute l y non- Political, is explained sil:lply . Kozhevnikov 

dr opped a remark tha t the operation did not catch the proper 

people and that there!ore it was necessar~· to punish part ioul

arly severely those who were caught so that the others who are 

Cree should not carry on too much . 

The workingman A.:.:_.Smirnov, who was arrested in 

Petrograd, formerly a member o! the Central Cmunittee o! the 

Social-Democratic Party and now a student o! the Petrograd 

University, WAS invited by investigator Kozhevnikov to head a 

movement of "ex-socialists•. •You only have so sign these rive 

lines and you will be t ree again, otherwise we will keep you~. 

Smirnov rejected this !avor o! the gend11.rl!le . The result was 

three years o:C exile in the province o! VL!Ltka. 

Petrograd, May 1924. 

( G~gnature) 
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February 19. 

I think that in court 1t will be possible tor me to 

pass this on to you. I am there!ore WI'iting it tor any 

event11ality. 

First, do nOt be surprised if you find me lookin5 badly 

and make no deductions fron it. I did not have enough rood 

he re and the conditions or imprisonment - the l ack or rr.,sh 

air, o! heat, o! undisturbed sleep-wel'e not ver>y good . The 

envirol'lment is purposely arranged as if !or vengeance ... 

You will recall that in 1858, in Paris, the bourgeois 

goveri;:cent invented the Law o! Espinasse uAbout Suspec t s" , The 

order was given t o puPge Paris o! all Rsuspects". The purging 

was executed. A similar order was issued in the provinces.The 

+) The casE> of Maria Spiridonova is unique . The reader is 
earnestly urged to read thi s anC. the fo llowing two artic l es 
before forrr:ing any definite opinion . Maria Spiridodonova, 
an intrepid girl revolutionist, was outraged and sabered 
in 1906 by a horde of Czarist cossac l:s i:..fter an atte!l'.pt 
to assassinate a general notorious !or hi'b cruelty to the 
peasants. She wa::; condemned to death, but the protests of 
European public opinion comp(llled the Czar to commute her 
sentence to penal servitude in Siberia where she spent 11 
Years. Released by the Revolution, she returned home like 
a conqueror. Her p arty, the le!t socialist- r6volu tionists, 
supported Lenin in November, 1917 , and had several port!olios 
in the Soviet Government until 1918 . Then Spiridonova was 
arrested but set tree after ! ive months in prioon. In 

~~~~~!r~;v ~i~~ lo~;~Y w;~i ~~~~~ ~~ r~:;e~ ~s!h~e=~~t ~~~~ ~f s;~~g 
to c ause L!e.Pie Spiridonova unnecessary suf!erinc;. • •. the 
lloscow Rev::>lutionary Tribunal resolved to isolate I.aria 
Spiridonova from polit ice.l anG social activity !or a period 
or one- year i n a sar.?:toriu::-., affording hE:r t~e opportuniby 
for norrnu l physical e.r::~ intellectual ,,·ork . • The present 
excerpt ~ a:-e from letters ·Rritten by Spiridonova durin:; th &t 
"si.n6.torius. "confinece1~t . The sovie t pres: &t the time 
claimed that she was hysterical and needel a cure. Spirito-

~~;~~~u~:~ ~:~~u~;ie~~t~~~~~s:a;~nfs 4~r.!~~P~:~~b~: ~~l;, r!~r 
ei::tiri11.t e of the entire case . 
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1nstruction was to 'discover" plots or not less th&n 10 persons 

in e ach province, to involve in these plots the open enemi&s 

o! the Empire anC. to put them at the l:lercy o! tt.e llinister. 

The Minister exiled them to ~to other terri b le p l a ces, 

without invest1 3ation, without tri a l, giving an account t o 

no one. It was impossible to secure defence, to protest, to 

appeal. I t was a grave. The government o! Napoleon III . had to 

terrorize in order to show that it would sto? at nothing . I 

had to break every illusion of Justice, o! truth, to paralyse 

all minds by insolently outraging truth, to accustom everybody 

to such viol ence, so as to demonstrate its power. 

The very same thin 3 is being done by th£l Govcrn~ent 

o! Lenin and Co. Literally t he same . Pl o ts of right socialist

revolutionists and mensheviks are being inventell wholesale . 

While still cooperating with the \Jolsheviks , I o!ten quarrelled 

with them furiously pointing out that these "plots" a.re lies 

Qt hysterical tchekists. And later , after we l eft, these 

1 plotsn assumed a maso character. 1 am no"' confident that they 

were invented on purpose, tha.t they were panicky visions but 

systematic fabrications. The best proof o! this is the la.tar 

"p lot of the left soci alist-revolut ionists." Sven !ror:: their 

own statement of the caoe it can be seen that there was no 

such plot .. 

Send tle a the.rmo:neter. I get a 11 ttle wor se evei•y 

day. I shoul"" lie in bed, bu t the be:.1 is fri3htful; impossible 

to lie in it with an ~c~in,s side e.;i.! back . l:ly side is i..11 sore' 

ac far as the S;.Jine . It means that r;,11 tuberculosis is 

developing rapidly. It is a st>.ao€ tht. t I succumb to it so 
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811s ily . The bed is made ot bea ms and rough sticks , and i3 

d t hout boarn. The so-called ma t tress is a dirt y thin rag 

thr ough whi ch evar;rthing cut s into the body . I tri ed to put 

t he ma ttreao on t he floor and sleep on an (!"Ven surtace, bu t 

the s t one tloor is damp and very col d. 

lliareh 4 . 

In the news;:iaper wrapped fl.l'ound a package delivered 

t o me t oday . I discovered the "Case ot Spiridonovan, wher-e I 

:read the wording of my sentence which I het.Pd badly at the 

tice . It was very amusing reading . 'ii'hat brazenness! Bukharin 

us hooted do'lfn by the workingmen at r:;y oeeting , and a loost 

put oi;t . Yurenev was silenced at my meetings or permitted to 

speak a mocent amid a chorus of whistling. Smidovitch was 

alloil'ed to speak 15 rainutet. , but 1111 the time there was noise. 

And all these unrecognizeC. leaders of the peo:;::i le and officia l 

orator s , sticking their pride in their pockets, were !:IY ju~ges 

in ~ a court of justice . • • .. They could not answer me a t 

public meetir.gs,- so they think they can overcome me with 

Prison , trial and the Tcheka. 

I n !'::ied there the towns wher e by foul corruption or 

through the arrests of the candideteu the elections to the 

soviets were effected . (Arid Smidovitch , with ang&lic nuivet6 , 

Proposes that we fight them in the election co.111p&ign a ttar 

PUtting us in prison.) I inGicated a number or factories in 

~oscow 'Nhere the wor!~irigeien are subjected to indignities and 

Wher e the disretard of t!leir will e.pproaches nn outraze. And 

Speaking or the ruinel peas11nt economy which iu the only thin; 

!!!11t could l'e.ine tie country and p:ive it bre11d e.ncl eocii;.lJ.,;?ia.,. 
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speaking o! the di»!iled Soviet Goverr.ment , o! the beeipattered 

a:id terrorized spirit of the worker and peasant , o! t he !103,:::ed 

tack o! the moujik , of the counter- revoluticnplanted in the 

village by the guar>dian co:5Jllisaar>s, I really was •emotional", 

I cri ed Mwith an uninter1'Upted voice" . 'i'his hoolt.ganism, this 

robbery o! the people and its sac1'eC revolutionary ri el1 ts is 

;Ji!T>Petrated not in the deopotic realm or Kresonov, but in 

that of Lenin and Bukharin , which even riow r.1akes e. dif!erence 

to me, hence ::iy "howling" . In KraS<;nov's satrapy I would only 

aC1t .. . 

I cannot characterize otherwise than ~diseased 

hysteria~ the regir:ie which Bukhari n a:1d the other "le!l.ding 

soviet figures" whom J he.ve o!fend ed and "def amed•, have created 

!or Jr.e ostensibly to cure ue, "without w ~shing to cause any 

surrering. ~ 

Contemptible hypocrites and Jesuits ... In their 

se,•vl.le news,rnpers they cry ab-'out Re.dek chaineC. i n a Jer:r.an 

Pl'isor., ·out C.o you know the conditions wtich ~ -soci . lists-

are creating? I would prefer chains on my !eet an.: arrr..s and 

neck to my present environment. Just to cha1•acterize our 

Communist Govern:r.ent I will tell everything 11.tout it, a ni not 

because I ce..nnot bear> it. 

On Feb?>uary 15, I suppose for the purposE: of the 

•educational cure" or sirr:ply in order to exasptorate tm, I W!l.S 

tl'ansferred to the Krei:::lin, to the guardhouse . I live in a 

na1'row hole ne:xt to the we;~d where 100 to 130 men of the 

Rea. APmy are qua~'tereC. (it is a scl1ool o:r "Red" officers, 

1"oatly CO".llr~unists). O~e rco;;i oepa.ri::tes me !rol4 the :r.ain wi:.rd . 

'.!'he filth, r:oise, r._ttle, >-histlin3, wild shooting clatter 
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and t ll the rest t hat goe r; with a military barracks where the 

!llen 11re on du t y day ar.d nigh t . My room iD divided into two 

t inY cel l s by a board- partition, which does not reach the 

ceiling an d is very narrow , about two and a half to three feet 

Jide . 

I n my cell there is a window, in the r:eJtt - it i!l 

dark . A re s on !l.nt s t on e v eult, stone w1:1.lls neaf'ly tt'.ree 

centuries old, an d a damp stone f loor. Behin d the partit ion 

are two gu2:1.rds a rned wit h rifles, who every now ~.n d t he n clic}: 

their nuzzlt- - stop pers . One sentinel is unfailing l y at the d oor, 

fre quently look ins into my r ooc . The other p ries t hrou g h a 

lit t le ·Nindow-hole c ut at another p l aco;; 1 an d the t wo o f t he n'., 

together with visito!'S, ( at t h is monent there are f i ve i;. lto

getherl are constantly g lued to the window and t h e ho l es , 

greedily watc hi ng me. Th i s is ! or me t he most ! 111.ndamenta l 

ot !l.ll evi l :>. I n the Tcheka whe r e I sp erit about a d t1.y, I 

hati to declare a hunger-st "!:' ike, a s I had no ot he ;;- mean s of 

de ren ce against a wom a n-spy who was p lantel in my c el l. After 

a quarre l she hr.d had with an other s py ou tsi de my doe r , bo t h 

or tt.em , ! rightene &, n a ive l y st a red at me wi thou t r eooving 

their e;res for a mor.:i e nt. In t his ~ lace I tliought i t was a 

te:npol'ary e•iil , tlrnt I wou l d overcome it, but s e ems to be 

t he s;rstem. Whose? Bukhar in 's, Sl:lidovitc h 's, or Sve r C: lov's? 

I do not kno w, bu t i t is t he syst em . And li ke a ll centrel i ze O.: 

systel:ls, its origi n o f course ha i ls f r om ii.t ov e . I t in the 

thit';l. wee k n ow t hat I ac:; corr.pe lle!. tc sleep wi thout un dr essi ng , 

~n~ I e.m Vf'I' Y ! e tigu e '.. . My who le t o dy .'.'oes not se em to be mine 

~ny i:;ore . I c anno t wr s1' , I c a'li'lO t re ad , writ e , e a t, t hin k 

C£..lmly, whe n uni:iterru:i;: t~ I a1r. t he object o ! the cu r i osi t y 
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ot t hese s l enths. You know what it mear.G e;enerally to me to 

be an object or curiooity. You know well enoug h that it is 

to eeJ'Ve long sentences o! penal servitude, but in this tl.!l.nne r 

we -.ere not treated even by the servants o! the Cz11.1· . 

"That wil l do", I sometimes addrem; the spies, "you 

!Jave stareC.. enough, you ought to be aspamec:..n 

"It' s our orders,• they reply , sometit1es in a 

contused 11.nd socetil!les in an insolent voice .... 

To characterize the hypocritical care or the 

bolshelliks about ii.y r.ealth I will ado. a little concernin3 the 

eiternals or cy "sana torium". 

There is no stove in my room and it is heatel t hroug h 

the partition. It is chilly , of course. And when it be::;ins 

to get warm, the l!!Oisture !rom the •1indow requi res r&gs to be 

absorbed, the corners of the walls and the ceilin;; an{ the 

floor are covered with wet spots, and the whole cell looks 

as 1r ptl.inte<!. . 

I have !ever of course all the tii::e and I e.:n cou;;hin G 

e.s 11. result of this dreai!ful cell &nd the unaccuotomed 

tobacco smoke which drifts iflvisitly . I cough fro~ the 

Poisonous gases co:ning trora the stove which is peculiorly 

constr-:.icted. 

A! ter the stove is heated, I s1 t tor hours a t the 

table, trying to lie down on my absolutely i mposoi ble beC_, 

tryint; to overco!l!e the throbbing at the tel!lp les, the haomering: 

or the heart, &n'- the other consequerces o! the poison. This 

1o a daily event . 

When I applic« fol' ope.1- air c:rercise, I wa.s refused . 

'~en I nske.::. for news;inp<'rs, I wa~ refueed. With ~re~ t 
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41trtcult y I secured soap. Why are there no visits permi tted? 

The senti!!e l convoys me to the toilet, which harconizeD 

rullY with t~e ieneral style in my cell and even with the 

era.cited partition here. Behind the door ot: the toilet the 

sentinel stan ds guard . To reach the toilet it is necessary 

to pass the big hall packed with savagely staring soldiers 

who illl!Ilediately dash into U.e rooc adjoin;lng ttr; toilet "hich 

hns larse glass doors . So that in ad!ition to p ractic ally 

living in one room with t ·.ro to !our strange cen, I have to 

share generally my li!e and s.11 its proi:;e with 100 soldier~. 

The guards arc c hanged every two hout"s . Every he.lt: 

hour there is some kind o! an additional inspection. They are 

utching. At night there is the banging o! the door, loud 

conversation, rattling , and every two hours, every hour, 

every halt hour somebody looke through the door to see that 

I am lying here undel" my coat. 

This was never done to ce even when I was & penal 

convict. 

And the endlesD, persistent petty incidents cannot 

even be told .•• 

Bultharin, Lenin, Trotzky may be satisfied. They 11.re 

ll.van1:;ed. But they do rwt understan~ that such opponents as 

I they can, if the;,• so desire, torture or curder, but not 

humiliate b:t petty mockerie(J. This is shtu:ie!ul and base . 

Thel"e 1s no need to say that specific measures o! 

Protection against ~Y ei;capv do not ll.t ll.ll require such an 

environment. I was imp!'i:::oneC by thel!l in a nonul jt>il five 

r:o:iths and did n6t escape. I was in s olitary confinement . M:r 

Lettish zuards li.lway2 slE1pt at their posts a:i'! my windows 



- 161 -

"!'e o;>en on the court, but I dii:i. not a tt et!pt to escape . 

their confidenc e in me, t heir attitude, put De under obligation . . 

Naturally there were incidents •1tith individual 

ruffians who woul4 a.im their guns at me . Dut this does not 

count. This h1.<ppenea s eldo!!l, on ly 5 or 6 tiu;es, and t hen it 

ns only a. threat of death and not e prolongeC: syste!D of 

tornent of the free sµirit o! a living hum~n being . 

I ao writine you all this not in o rder to a la rm you 

and cake you run t.bout the various offices begging and seE king 

relief. We must not accusto!Il these power- intoxicated functi -

onaries to hc.ve a.nybod;r cra"Nl before t hem .. • We must again 

be:;:in to fi3h t and v1in res1)ect tell our spiri t in prison , we 

oost crecte trad itions . Internatioriulists such as wE:> , bE:>lievers 

in the power of the t o ilers arid net of e. ningle party, will 

!or a long tine yet be languishin5 i n the ;:>ri oons or uriprinci

pled ;:;overnments of till she.des. 

ltiarch 14. 

Iforch 9 I was transferred to t~e Kreitlin hospite.l. 

I wes ver~' ill. I becami: sick iri the first dayG of my i;npris

Ont!ent ill tt.at hole , nbcut February 14-15. It was diabolically 

l!Old andf'amp . Then the cell was heated , and it be<:an to th:i.w 

and became wet. About !:larch 4-5 I beg1rn to cough blood, and 

in qu:.ntities resemblins the period of 1906-7-8 , before I was 

sabered. I would bend over> a stinkil"'g rece;::tacle e.nd let the 

blood stream from us. I was on my feet, bece.u:H.i there wai:: a 

din in m; head, an:! kno1'fil'!J th(l.t ny condition wa:. bed , I di e'. 

not wa11t to ,EUccuob t o it. 

One ni gh t we.s especially critical. I a!l'Oke with a 

sonoation tt.o.t tl.e end ho.<... ar-rive:: . 'i't.cn it b£3an. The entire 
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pillow, kerchief , towel were soaked with blood. I felt as 

i! I were expir i ng. Suddenly I sensed that I was no longer 

the naoter, that "it" came •• • 

I called the sentinel to ,raise me , but founC. that 

I had no voice. I tried to knock . But the hand would not obey. 

I could not raise my hands to wipe the blood of! 

the lips , mouth, and cheeks How lent! I r em:i.ined in such a 

condition I do not know . 

At dawn I gathered strength to put mysel! in order . 

It was very interesting. The thou ghto were so di fferent. There 

was no in<!i~nation at death which seemed to be present . Uone 

at all. 

I recalled everything that I haC. left undone . And 

there was such humi l ity in the soul. It was so calm, calm . 

I lfa:> l ying and waiting . 

I was terribly shilled . Towerds morning the sentinels 

tlecame so alarmed at my appearance that , in spite of all my 

Protests and beggi ng, they telephoned to the authoritie s and 

asked f0r a physician. I had one an swer to al l the que r ies : 

' I want nothing . n 

The physician, a woman, looking at the gaping wet 

spots on the walls, and at the whole cell, said: nrr you re11ain 

here another night , you will die.u · ·• 

Here in the hospital I ii; l most recover ed . My handa 

tren;bl e, there is a noise in my he ad , but there is new strength 

Here I loGt e.b,.-out 6 to s glasses o! blood. I would soak the 

enc of my kerchie f in the e lass o! bl ood, alid would have a 

"'Ohderful, bri3ht, criir.son banner. 
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Here I !!:lmediately began to breathe more easily . 

WY physique muot be power!ul indeed. I t will heal, and I 

1'111 not die . 

J.larch 20. 

I have been trans!erred tror.i the hospital tc the 

iron corridor, to an unheated room , papered in dark-r~d, 

with a stone vault, and smelling or rust. Upon the insistence 

ot the :;uards it was heated once. Other·.vise , there is no 

inclination to heat it. I am shivering, o! course, but I 

like the rooo. The !loor is of. wood, the cell is long, narrow. 

One ce.n wa.lk about 10 steps . 

Today the measurement.:i or the windows were taken. 

fhey are pii.tting in bars. Instead of e sanatorium, the!"e!ore, 

they are converting one of the Kremlin rooms into a prison . 

How thought!ul. 
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A H A U N T E D S 0 U L " + ) 

I was brought to the sickbed o! ll!arusin. ! r orn the 

Bu t;fr ki Prison on October 27 , 1920, after S;Jending a year• in 

Jail -

She we.s arr ested in the night o! October 26 1 while 

sick with typhus . Doris Knckov who was on duty that night at 

her bedside was a l so arrested . Accordit1g to hie, the raid was 

carried out on a l arge scale. Apparent l y, the exact l odging 

or lilarusia was not known . An d before locating her, e. nur:iber 

o! apartments i n the enormous house on Tverskaya 75 were forced 

open and several women, frightened to death, were routed out 

of bed ifi th the queotion : "Are you Spi ridonova? 1 The raiders 

were armed with bombs and army revolvers , as if attacking a 

gang o! be.ndits .. . . 

I was brought !rom the Eut yrki upon the demand o! 

Boris Kamkov . He was released two or three days later , and 

permitted !reely to visit Harusia at any time o! the day o r 

night . The !irst months our J a ilers were unusually courteous. 

Jlo forcible trans!era !rom on e plate to another were made. 

iloris , Kakhovskaya and Bogoyavlenskaya were perm.it<ted to 

visit the patient. !'or about a. month we rema i ned i n !foru~ia's 

house . The guards, about !ive or six tchekists, behaved 

very correctly , doing their beBt in order that the patient 

should not see or hear them . Boris 11n d I never discussed the 

arrest with JJarusia, and she never spoke of it either . 

Generally she was si l ent alrnor.it a ll the time , her teeth set, 

and when she spcke , she a.id it in a whisper a'ld woulC:. be 
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frightened by a loud v o ice . She Wll.S leading her inner deranged 

Ufe, with its nigt.tmares, outside of reality. But there was 

one fundamental thin g in all her nightmareo~ the prison, the 

lack of freedom, the consc i ousness of the violence prepetrated 

on her and others. She would see arollnilher now C1arist gendarmes 

&nd cossacks, now Leninist tc:hekists, The physicians who 

called on her would assume the same shape. Whenever Boris and 

I i ntroduced them to her, we became in her eyes traitors, 

accompl ices of the jailers •.• , 

On June 4 , ·phen I was preparing to put Ma.rusia to 

bed after giving her a bath, as she slept much better on such 

occasions, I was called out of the r oor.i by the investigator 

o! the Tcheka 1 Piukenen, who arrived with some other persons, 

and informed us that we were to be transferred immediately to 

another p l ace. I explained tha t a sudden transfeI' like this, 

without previously prepaPing the patient tor it , and without 

the asistanc€ of the comradeo whom she remembers and does not 

!ear, rtight have very bad consequences for her. To my decla:r

ation the fo l lowing answer was made : "I must carry out my 

order s today.• 

I had to submit to the threat of violence and was 

compelled to give the patient a large do~e of a drug to induce 

sleep in order to overcome any possible physical resintance 

on her part. The trti.nsrer was of courue made in the usual 

Way, by automobile 1 whic!! aloniJ inspired her with disgust and 

hOI'ror. In the second hour of the night we found ourselves 

in our new qutt.rter:i, as I learned the following day, in the 

hyohiatrical Prechistenka Hospital, i n the Shh.tny Alley , 

since l as t Eirnter cor.verte..: int-:i a prison hos pi t u l. 
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A damp, appaben tly lon g uni nh ab ited room 1 with the 

window- frame ti ghtly soaled and the oppreesive odour o:! a 

cellar, struck us very unpleasantly after our dry and sunny 

room. The wooden frame of the window was taken by Marusia to 

be prison bars, and as soon as she entered the room, she began 

to ex amine the-se "bii.r s'1 and to saw them with her fin gers 

whi ch had not yet hea l ed !rom "sawing" the frame of her bad at 

cur last place in ll':Oments ot depression. With the aid o! a 

s::iall penkni!e , I itn1neC:iately rer.ioved the window-!rame a nd 

opened the window . But ell night she remained up, haunting 

the room like a shadow. 

Outside ware trees. Nightinga l es were si n ging . Our 

den whi ch had been sea l ed !or a l ong time , was tilled with 

exquisite air laden with the aroma o! poplars and birches . 

Behind the tr't:!es g littered the red stars on the caps o! the 

soldiers and tchcl;ists sauntering about with rifles or 

revolver~. Soliletimes at night, as well as in the daytime, 

'llild shots would be heard. The firot week, !rem morning to 

night , a::i iTisane inmate nearly cried, sang and cursed. Marusia r 

began to fear the window and the door , and would hide in the 

darkeot cor>ners Eo.t the appearance o! the physicians. 

But this was not her dinly reaction to the new envir-

onite~t. She absolute l y refused to take food and even to drink 

ta.te!'. All my persu11.sion, p l ea.ding, scolding, al l oy tricks 

{I put food in all ti:e co::oners o! the room} were o! no avail. 

She would not explain why she refused to eat . She only whispere: < 

or ~.1.!E &.Tid ;enJa;>me::i , whom she s11.w everywhere about her, 

behtne tile c..oor ancl the window , and even iTI t he z>oom behind 

th.e Chair an;!. th <0 t ab le· 
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I wus in utter despair. '.l'he physicians begs.n to 

talk about a.rti!iclal feeding. This would t,a.ve been her end. 

rut was ailing her mainly wa::i the hatred and horror or 

violence . Violent feeding would lncra!le it to such an e:itcnt 

thd she would not be able to endure it anymore physically. 

Besides, this act o! violence would be associated in her mind 

with all those refined cruelties which she auffered in 1906 a t 

the hii.ndn ot the Czarist gendarmes and co&sa.cl!:s. I aboolutely 

rejected the proposal of forcible feeding. 

Looking for neans of saving her, I seized at one 

thought: Perhaps BOl'is, who had svent about four months at her 

bedside , could influence her and make her eat. On June 9 ,at 

the end of the fifth day of her~ hunger-stril<:e, I wrote to 

the Tcheka, pointing out the desirability of bringing Boris 

!la!!ikov. The same evening he was brought from the ~Inner Prison" 

o! the 'l'cheka. The patient recogn ize<l. him and receive~ him 

well. But •.. our elm was not achieved. 

Obntinately, with the consciousness of a he11.lthy 

person, she continued to re!O.se food. On the si:rth day she begn1 

to groH very weuk. She was lying otill 1 her faee ecaciated,in 

her eyes 11. petrified expres3ion ot yearning and horro:, and 

trt.quently she would~lutch at her heart. She sl«Pt .fI"om 

three to tour hours daily, her pulse was from 1 20 to 130, and 

at the appro~ch of the physicians who frightened her, the 

Pulse reached 160. I begc.n to ap)ly to her htiart day and night 

a cold wet rag which co.u!led her apparent !'€lie!··· On the 

S<.0venth day of the hun ger· strike (which was "dry" e.nl thnt 

frightened us especi~lly) we sent a declaration to the Preeid1u 

O! the j'echelti'.l der.a:.ndins the only measure which could save 
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)lnrus1 11. - het• i ~mediute r eleaso . 

The an swe r to OUI' dec l aration was rel:larkable tor its 

eyn i 11 i sm. The tollowing day I was cal l ed out in t o the court 

,~.ere at a t ab l e were s e a t ed solemnly t'ITO representitives or 

t he !c heka , a woman physician named Fninberg, the investige.tor 

i::o zlovs ky , and several p hysic i ans of the hospital . The ser.ior 

phys icie;n read to me a paper si2:neG. by Sal:lsonov, E. me::iber or 

the Pre/sidim:c. or The Tcheka and invited me to sie;n it . The 

document instructed the senior physician to app ly artificial 

feeding to Onufrieva (the Tcheke. insisted. on designating 

Spiridonova by this pseudonym , sc as tc conceal her identity 

from the medical start, but or course the secPet was out 

from the beginning). '.i'he consent o! her guardian I z;-:iailovitch 

ns required, however, so tHI to mal:e the latter responsible 

tor any consequer.ces. I did not limit myselr to signing eq nii;me . 

bu t expressee. my atti t ude towards the court e sy of the~-

\fhile I ·"as writing , the~ physician lHHl 

conducting around t he tc.ble a pe a cefu l conversation with her 

eolleagueo about an ambu l atory and ether problems o! the day. 

Suddenly there c.rose berore me the distant, forgotten, I hod 

thought,past : I am in the ci r cular tower of the 1.!insk Prison, 

coridemned to death . I am reading 11. newGpaper, which reached 

eie in sp i te et all the prison bars a.ne. prohibitiono . It is 

the period of the b l oody suppreosion b:; the Czarist Govorn

llent of th e Revolution or 1905. Ev ery da;; the newspapers would 

te11 or mo roe and ever rnore executions , and every day th e same 

ne•spapers, on the fourth page, chirped or the theatre , oper!, 

be. lle t t, And tile disscnar.ce in the soul from n co:nparioon o! 

the e?",irpin g on the one paJe and the martyrology en the 
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other •as sucn that my soul refused to believe. And no'll' again 

, ~imi lar dissonal'!ce struck me. Here, a tew steps away, a 

t.utian being io dy ing whose life was all spent in the service 

of the Revolution. The functionaries are reading to me, her 

!llost intimate friend, her death sentence, courteously inviting 

E1<e to attach my signatl!re to the effect thi.;.t not they but I 

e.m killing her. While waiting !or me to sign, they are 

discussing ind..-1.f!erently current affairs. 

I \/rote approxirnately as follows: the catastrophtc 

condition of the sick !.LA.Spiridonova, according to the profound 

conviction of Kamkov and mysel f who have observed the entire 

course o! her illneso, oan be :relieved only bJ: a :radi cal change, 

by freedom, since the fundamental cause of thEr ailment is her 

consciousness o! violence , of the lack or liberty, o! prison 

lire . Forcible ree ding will undoubtedly hasten hel' end a nd 

increese her toPment in association with the outrages she 

he.s su!fet'ed at the hands of the Czarist cossacks and gendarmes, 

rho in hel' di3ee.sed mind are i dc-ntical with the tchekiete . 

The propo::Hl.l that I choose between al't1!1cial feeding and the 

alternative, i s eQuiva.lent to allowing me to deterJ?in e the 

llethod of killing the patient. Rejecting absolutely t he mettod 

or artificia l feeding and selecting the more gradual anC: less 

Painful a lternative, I again emphasize that the death or 

Spiridonovn will lie entiN' lY on the heads or the present 

l!le.ker1:1 l'f t'1e destinies of Russia." Ve rbally I t hen added my 

appreciation or nthe original kind of 11bernlism which is 

bringing us buck to tte days of Socrates when the porson 

condemnE'tl. to be executcC ha.G. tl:e r i[lf.t or choosir.g the co<!e 

Cf his de:::.th.u 
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On the tenth day of the hunger strike 1 Boris succeeded 

i n ;.iakir.g Llaria take two sips of tea . This was t he beginning 

o! victory. She began to drink 11. little, a couple or time::i a 

d.o.Y • But our 11.ttem~t to g ive her some te11. mixed with the yolk 

ot an egg failed, !ind on l y provoked her fury and a refusal 

t o drink at all. We had to be core cautious with our ::iubter-

fuge. 

on t he twelfth day of tl1e hunger- :Jtrike, June 15, 

Boris was suddenly taken away from us by trickery. He was 

called outside, and fi:1re minutes later they c ar:ie to me for his 

overcoat and cigarettes. As if we would have built a barricade 

and offered any resistance with a dyinz: perr:on li:n the room! 

His sudden disappearance, without a word of farewell, had a 

depressing eff.,ct on llar·lo.ia . Two days a fte rwards she l ooked 

!or him wi"tt", her eyes, and calla<! him in a scarcely audible 

1hisper, HBoris, Borio. " I could not leave the room for more 

t han a very few minutes, as she would be alarmed that I too 

•as taken away. The physicians dec l ared her to be at the 

point of death. 

On the fourte€lnt h day, in t he evening of June 17, 

•hen t!arusia oeemed cotlplete ly e xhausted, I poured into 1'.er 

ll.outh , whi ch was halt-open, about half a, cup of te a cor.taining 

the yolk of an egg. She swull owed it with her eyes closed. 

I quickly prepared a :iimilar portion and repeated the opera

tion . Even now I do not know ~.ow it happened: whether it was 

the result of u.n e:ii:h!l.usted will, in connection w.tth the phyzical 

Collapse of the org c.niu:n , or whether the instinct !or life 

!or-ced itz own way by changing the o.t>iginal inr.er resolution 

In all likelihooc, it was· the l t..t ter. In t he first ~ays when 
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she began t o take food I had t he impressi on o f a strugzle 

goi ng on i n her bet ween t he old r esolution anCI the n ew ill'ipube , 

tlow • as I a:n writing this, a week and a halt have 

passed since the end of t he hu nger- strike. I see nothi ng 

hopeful for us in the near futu re . Marusia is a l cost a l ways 

i n a state o! alarm . 

The wild shots which occo.s:l.onall 3 r esound not far 

from u5 bri ng on the thought that b t!!e v i cinity people 

are being execu ted. She tearn forward to help the peopl e 

su;>poseC.ly leCI to execution. And when I hold her back , she 

reproaches me of being u coward , l ike all the other3 around 

her . If I should let her so , she would stop at no doors and 

go a'.lead, unt .. il she struck the bayonet or e. revolver o! a 

L£-ninist tchekist . I therefore keep her f rom going. She then 

tosses about, bruising her hands against the doors until blood 

tlows , anC is angry with me ..• . Somet h ing unprecedented, 

socething wh ich cries t o heaven, is being carried on here. 

Certainly no t h ing like it happened either in Hungary or in 

Denikin • 3 kingdom. Even there a psyct::bl.lly deranged person 

'l!'a~ never subjected to an ou t rage like this . In t he course or 

a year there has been going on here the to1•ture or the l iving 

soul of a human being , bound hanU and foot by sickness, 

defenceless ~gainst any e .xperimE:nts made on her . In e. disei..sed 

brain , the prison l ife, espionage and the oppression, are 

l:!Ultipiied tenfold ei.nd leave their inpressi on with acute 

Pninfulness. They know here from i nnun:erable medical e:u,1:1ina

tions and the daily ob.cerv i.tion by the physicians how seriously 

ill llarusi e. i s , what a toc::ient imyrisoncer:t i s t o her,- and 

:ret they leave her i~ t!lis environment on purpose. In the 
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stubborness, which is truly revolutionary with which Maruoia 

re fu ses t o submit to their oppression they discern an insult 

to their power, and are sharp ly chane:ing t he conditions here 

!or the worse. Apparoently they real l y want to achieve the 

dreaC!ul end, and with them it is now only a question o! 

concealing from the WOl'ld all that is transpiring here. In this 

re spect they are per!ortii ng miracles or isolation. They like 

to strangle, but they like to do it quietly . And i! the 

Czarist penal servitudo could not des t roy her, it will now be 

successfully achieved. 

June 29, 1 921. 

A . IZIMILOVITCH. 

t ) The author o! this and the subsequent le tter, Ale:nrndra 
Izciailovitch, in Spit>idonova ' s moat i ntimate friend. She 
spent 11 ,-ears in Siberia at penal servitude toE";ether ·dth 
Spiridonova whon she cal ls familiarly JiJa.rusia in these letters. 
'fhe history or Izmailovitch renetibles that or Spiridonova . 
She too had been sentenced to death under the Czar . Since 
1918 she has been in bolshevist prisons almost uninterrup te dl y . 
In 1919 Spiridonova escaped, with the aid or n guard 1 !ro!!I her 
Kre:r:lin "sanatoriu~", but was again arrested while nick with 
t yphus in October, 1920. A ye11.r l a ter• she was tt•ansrerred with 
I zmailovitch to a villa in the country a.bout ri!ty mileu ! r om 
liloscow . The two wor.:ien have been there under "domeatic 11. rre~t · 

ever since. 
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PLEADI~iG FOR PR I SOll. 

In the course ot several months, as I have more than 

once declared to the "Red Cross" , the proprietor~ of the 

house at Malakhovka where Maria Spiridonova and I are lodged 

have conveyed to us i n ev€ry possible way thei r desire to 

have us leave, the obvious and unquestionab l e cause of this 

being'·the open watch over> oup house maintained by the Tcheka 

( "G. P . U.") 6.n d the calls me.de on u::: by its agents, official 

and disguised. 

At the prest>nt t i me the conditions of our living 

under the same roo f with these peop l e have become so ambar>:ra-

ssing and our r>elations so da.oaged, tr.at our remaining here 

further woul~ be an oppressive burden . Besi des, I have every 

reason for supposing that a:::ents of the Tcheka ("G . P . U. ") he.ve 

been planted in our villa as tenunts, and that the proprietors 

themselves have either partly or entirely become agents o! 

the Sil.me kin d . llarusia as usual divinecl this beforP. I did, and 

her condition ir:n:iediatcly became worse. 

An attempt to change our living quarters here woul.::. 

not improve but on the contrar>Y comp l icate matters, as any 

kind o! moving a ets on her in an e:i:tre;:iely e :i: anperating manner. 

The Tcl".eka will create the sa i:e conditions everywhere, whether 

it be- another villa , a Loscow a)Jpartment, or a sanatoriuc, 

it wil l ple.nt its a;<;&nts ar-ound us. 

l:iy a,)p l ication througt. the ~ Red Crossn that IJarusia 

bi: permi t t ee. to go abroad has apparently , to Judge by the 

silenc e of the w::;.P.U . ~, this til:':e too been decided negatively. 
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The result is a gravo e ituation from wh ich t he best way ou t , 

once per111ission t o go abr oad is refused, i s to be in a n 

ordinary prison where everything iS clear and definite , where 

a Jailer is a jail er , a physician a physiciirn , a comrade a 

comrade, where there io no sham, no lies, no watching fro:::i 

the corne:r of the eye, no eavesdropping , and none or that 

t errifying ooral at1:1osphere that distinguished our hosp! tal 

i n t he Sht;itny Alley , which was a highly refined place or 

torture !or the patient a nd which ilalakhovka i s beginning to 

rese:nble . 

Upon the clearly expressed wis1ies of t he patient as 

we l l as my own convictions , I am addressing this plea to t he 

'Red Cross • to do everything in it:> power t o secure the tra ns-

fer or ldaria Spiri donov& and myself t o the Taganka Prison, 

into the r..ormal environment ot our i nprisonec! comre.des irith 

who!II we could asuociu. t e without being watched and without 

first obtaining permission , all or which would conaiderabl y 

neutralize the depreasion which t he prison bars and the 

other ji:.il oi:terno.l s would mo.ke on the psychically unbalanced 

patient . 

The condi t ions or our p.resent • rreedo!lln created 

b;1 the 'l'cheka are mu~h wor s e than having to report daily 

to the police and e.re in no wily less a mockery a.nd injury to 

lis, providing the Government only a !alse reputation tor 

•humanity• . 

A. I Z.t.!IAILOVITCH . 

June 11 , 1922 . 
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C H I L 0 W E L F A R E. 
------ ---· ---- --------------

Representin g the wsociety !or the Belie! o! I111prisoned 

Anarc hi st s M, with the permission o! the "G . P.U . ", Lia Cottman 

ii.nd Elena Ganshina. went to Archangelsk (in March, 1923) to 

lend aid to the anarchiets kept in the northern camps . During 

their stay there , a hunger stri ke wac: dec l ared by all the 

ii.narchists o:! the Pertouinsk Camp, demanding the amelioration 

o! the conditions or transfer to Archangalsk. 

Becauso Lia Gettman, Peter Skurikhin, who had been 

exiled to Archa nge l sk for twc yell.rs, und Elena (ilt!.ns hin l'I 

informed the Moscow and Pet:rograc! comrades about the hunge r 

strike, all the three were arrested and convoyed to hloscow. 

'!'he "G . P . U. • sentenced Gettman and Skurikhin to ex i le in 

Beres,..ov, in the province of Tobolsk tor two years. After 

a hunger strike in protest, the sentence wa s changed to 

exile to the territor~· of Naryl!l. lUena Ganshina is still 

awaiting her oentence in the Novinsk prison. 

Tatiana Polosova, a member ot the "Society for 

the Relief of I mprisoned Anarchists•, was sent to Archangelsk 

to transfer the child of an Anarchist prisoner, Tamara Veger, 

Who was at the time in the Pertol!lins\I; Camp. The child, a 

little girl, had tor !!lore than a year been in prison with 

he:r> mother, since she was taken (l.t the arrest· 

'Ke receided !rolli the innocently suffering little 

creature soul-rending letters in which she implored us to 

h,Jr.e her awa y since she never sees the sun and ohe was a lways 

terr ib l y cold .. , \'i'lth the pe!'lllission of the n:other we inqui re d 
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,. t the ' G. P. U · ' in ldOscow whe t her t he Society wou l d be 

per mitted t o take the child away !rom the pri soo camp. We 

r eceived permission tor our comrade Po l osova t o go t o 

J r cha nge l s lt with the consent or the central aut horities to 

r eceive the child . 

Arter much trouble and many s t ruggles with the 

loca l authorities Polosova secured with great di·rticulty the 

chi l d or Ta.'iara Veger . But a day before hor depart ure !rom 

,\rchap:gelsk, on June 28 1 1923, Polosova was arrested . At 

present she is in the "G .P.u.• i n A.rcht:.ngelsk . The charge 

against her is unkno'll'"?l. (Probably nbandi ti sew . ) 

The unfortunate child was returned to her mother 

and is now together with her in the concentration camp o! 

the Solovetz Monastery. 

Such io the !ate which has be!u.llen all the comru.des 

sent by the Society t or the Relief of Imprisoned Anarchists 

to render a i.d to those who are langu H1hing in the northern 

eaeips . 

In the night of June 9 , 1923 , 41 Anarchists were 

arrested in Petrograd and 18 •traps' were plunted in di!fe· 

ren t homes . The house '!fhere Mollie Steimer an<'.! i;iyself lived 

belonged to !I. physician wto daily receive d me.ny pe.tients. 

'ifhen we were aT'rested, such a t:rap wa::i l eft behind us . During 

the fo llowing four days everybody who entered the apartcent 

•as detained and nobody released . r.Jore than !ort y sick 

Peop le who had come to the phys i c i an ! or treatment we r e 

ll' l'e sted i n t he four days . No supp lications, no imp l oring 

l.Vailed . All t he p eople were kept !or rou :r days whhou t rood , 

Since l'IO permission was g r a nt ed to go out for food. 
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One girl came to call the doctor to attend her 

dying mother. She was also caught in the trap. Her cries , 

groans , hysterics did not help. She was not permitted to 

return to her r:iother who died while her daughter was in the 

trap having hysterical fits. 

The physician himsel!, the proprietor o! the 

apartcent, who dai l y worked in three hospitals • 'iere he had 

patients tho.t needed his attention , was also detained. No 

declarati onr; tha t these people had no connecti on with our 

a!!aire, n o begging that the trap should be raised, hcltied. 

At the horae o! another comrade, the workman Ivan 

Likhachev, a similar trap '.fa s planted. A wo::ien next door not 

knowing what was lj;Oing on in Likhachev•s home , came in as 

she was in th e habit or doing , to t.onrow s omething and was 

detained . In thi::i reunner about t went y people were a1•re::ited 

aoong whom were !our mothers, wives of workingmen, with 

nursin g in!a.n ts at home. During four days they were not 

all~wed t o leave the a.partr.ient, thel'e wac; no ! ooa i b the 

place, and they all went hungry, a lthough •according to the 

lawtt the •o.P. U. 1 is obliged to feed al l those '.f ho are 

detained in "t.raps•. The F.lothers imp lored that somebody 

should be permitted to go and obtain food for the infants . 

Especially was th·is necessary in the case or one infant that 

.,,.as arti!icially !ed . .None o! the supplications had any 

e:rtect. There wa 3 one answer to all o! them: "Not permitted". 

As a result, a child o! tour months die!l in the arno o! its 

mother on the rourth day· 

All of t.he •11 arrested anarohi!>tS ware kept under 

8Uard in the uG.P•U." Prison on the Gorokhovaya Street.+) 

:)-S~;-~The Prison w-ithout Bars• b:t Shabalin on Page 93. 
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raen I recall this prioon a shiver runs through me . It is an 

ordin!iP.J1:A!~Phed by wooden partition:::: into 44 solitary cells. 

Each cell i s three steps long and about on e and c. he.it wide . 

Half or the coll i s occupied by a wooden bunk without a 

ma.tress. Day a nd night t he elec t r i city is on 1 as there is no 

other l ight. There is absolutely no fresh air , so that the 

prisoners stand at the holes in tht. doors 1Vhich serve tor the 

delivery ot' food in order• to catch a whiff of air which is fnr 

t'rom being fresh. The toed which ·•a:::: utterly une1:1.table 

consisted of soup thc.t remind;d one of muddy wa t er an d of a 

pound of bleck and badly baked bread and hot water . Nothing 

mor e . But all th"'t was only " half the r.iisfortune" . The most 

terrible thing; 1V O.S the vermin, every'lfhere ot' every description. 

fhen I put bread on the table, it would become in a few 

cinutes a living, :noving nass . In the cour•se or the four days 

ot' our stay in this Soviet paradiae none or us could fl!l l 

6.Sleep soundly even for an hour. we· cou l d not bear it any 

longer and began an energetic p rotest on the Courth day, 

demanding our transter to tha Preliminary Priuon. ln the 

evening ot' July the 13th we were transferred there. 

During the following two weoks 26 persons were set 

free . The rei:i!lining f~fteen anarchists were chargE'd with 

propaganda of Anarchist 1dea.s 1 according to Article 15 of the 

criminal code . 

Maria Veger and Hollie Steimer "ere kept isolated, 

din a n equal footing wi th colllltOn crimine.ls. They declared a 

hunger strike del!landing transfer to the politica.ls ' corridor, 

the amelioration o f the conditions o! their it1prisonmont and 

the right to see visitors. The left .socia list-.revolutionist, 
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Lida Surkovu, su!fering !rorn tuber>culosis, . .,.ho had been 

condemned to exile for> three years to Petchorc. 1 the non-p arti

san Zoya Bensina and myself, af ter le a~·ni ng of the hunger 

strike of our comrti.de s , joine d with them as a sign o! solidari

ty and protest. 

On thtl fourth day o ! the hunger s trike, the prosecu-

tor Ivanov, who was in charge of our case, came to the cell 

of oomrade Steil:!er e.nd :rnggested to hel' to stop the strike on 

condition that he wou ld satiufy all her demands but no t those 

of COiirade tlaria Veger who was to recain with the common 

criminal s since she was ona or them. Comrade Steimer in d ignant-

ly asked him ho~1 he could qualify iiiaritl. Vegar as a criminal. 

'l'o this there came e. curious answer : "Vogor was condemned in 

1921 to two years' exile in Archangelsk as an anarchist . O..f ter 

aevere.l months in exile, she escaped. Therefore, she is a 

criiilina1. • 

Steimer then remarked th!!t i f that be t he case,then. 

of couroe Lenin, Trot::.ky, Bkuha rin, Kamenev 11.11 d all the others 

at the he11.d o! the Soviet Republic were criminals, since they 

had atdif!crent times encaped trom e::dle iind prisons.Aroused 

b; this answer, the prosecutor lviinov b11.ng€d the door and 

•i:.nt away . On the s ixth day he c1i;l l ed ce out ~nd proposed 

that I should stopp m; hunger utrike and persuade the "'omen 

to do the same. I rep lied that so long as all our demands were 

not be 2atistied, we wou l ('I not nu~pend the strike.Enraged 

he began to shout tha t he .roulC:. not B!ltisty our demand::; e.nd 

that he would order us fed arti!icially beg-i nnin g the fo l lo

wing da;r. 
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"Steimer thin ku", he s a i d , "that thin i s the 

American Govarnment and a ll t hat she demands, we will grant . 

Nothing doing ! " 

Calling him a sc oundrel 1 I went back i n to my cell . 

On the seventh duy of our slri:;:e, a mel!ib f'r of the presddium 

or the wG. P ,U . ~. Zbruiev , ar.roived and gran ted al l our> 

demands.+) 

1923 . SEMYON FL8SHIN . 

+ ) The reason !or this unusual leniency 11as ot couroo ~:ol lie 
Ste imer, the rear> less l ittle working-girl or NEi w York who 
was in l\Jl8 condecned by the Air.erican court s to 15 years' 
i mprioonment !or pro t esting against intervention in Soviet 
Rus:::ia! !.:ollie Steimer' c case attracted wor ld-wide attention 
at the time. A!ter spending two :rears in prison in the 
Un ited St ates, she wao deported to Soviet Rusoia in 1921. 
Two years later, a!ter ha:ring been twice in bolshevist prL:ion, 
she wiao deported rrom Soviet Russia , barrel! !or life fr-om 
he ro native lan d , Russia, and rrom her adoptee. country, the 
Bnlted States. The present aPticle was published in the 
"Anu.rchist Veotnikn ror Novembe r', 1923. 



•w. 11--4 \h9 t.1M,..U011 fro• ~ PrilllClft 
Dl.epon• ol tM An•robl.U Ji&bt.ln& hr 
\M ld9U of kreiot.lr.La - AnarciM•. • 
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